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THE STEYR II. .. -. --====-- -:,~_,(''"- . 

It's a double-action 9mm pistol that'~ nothing short of a masterpiece. 
It's everything you'll ever want in a hajidgun. It's all you' ll ever need. 

Power and capacity. The semi-autoclatic GB unleashes 19 rounds 
of devastating firepower on command.! 

Speed and accuracy. With gas-delaye4 bfowback action, you get 
minimum recoil for maximum accuracy-even rapid fire . And a self
illuminating, three-dot sighting plane rings your target in line
even during poor lighting conditions. ' 

Quick handling and safety. When t ' .·ng is critical, the GB can be 
field stripped in fess than 10 seconds. assive firing pin and hammer 
block safety keeps the weapon safe unt the trigger is actually pulled. 
This ~yste?1 greatly reduces the possibi 'ty of accidental discparge if 
the p1stol 1s cfropped. · 

STEYI. THE llllllVATIVE NAME Ill FIREARMS. 
For more than 130 years, Steyr has coni.bined Austrian craftsmanship 

and innovation- to develop such benchmarks as the famous Mannlicher 
rifle and the world's first automatic pistol. 

That same tradition of excellence is bred into the Steyr GB. It's the 
ultimate handgun. 

SPECIFICATIOllS: 
Overall length ....... . . 81/z" 
Overall height . .. . .... . 51/z" 
Overall width . ... . . . . . 11,4" 
Barrell length ......... 51,4" 
Weight (unloaded) . .... 39 oz. 
Weight (loaded) . . . . .. . 51 oz. 

For mono information, contact your nearest quali!f sporting goods dealer, or, send $4 for a color brochure and Steyr Mannlicher arm patch to: 
Dept. STEYR, 'Gun South, Inc., P.O. Box 6607, Birmingham AL 35210. 



UNREPENTANT SINNER 
by Colonel Charles Askins 
Experience justice- Askins' style. Unrepentant sinner Charles Askins raises hell around 
the world and lives to tell about it in this raw, action-pac ked autobiography. Whether in 
official or unofficial capacity-as border patrol guard, forest ranger, deputy sheriff, army 
officer, paratrooper, and military attache·and advisor, among others- Askins stalks man 
and beast, stretching the limits of authority to live life to the fullest. In this unexpurgated 
memoir, the Colonel pursues wetbacks and cattle rustlers deep into Mexico and then 
administers his own brand of justice; gets into shoot-outs with Apaches and poachers; 

IEJllElllt:.~.,, snuffs out Arabs trying to sneak off with U.S. equipment during WWII; and hunts tigers and 

NINjA KNIFE FIGHTING 
by Dr. R. Kelly Hill. /r. 

Night fal ls. The glint of cold steel 
slashes through the darkness. The 
threat 1s real. but are you ready? 
Become the self- re l iant person 
you'd like to be. Learn about selecl· 
ing a knife. grips. trammg targets 
and drills. physical conditioning and 
the Ninja response modes- Earth. 
Wind, Fire and Water- that give you 
the necessary strategic and tactical 

._ _____ __. flexibility. 81h x 11 . hardcover. 124 

ITJl·lll 

photos. 128 pp. $19.95 

US ARMY SPECIAL FORCES 
MEDICAL HANDBOOK 

The U.S. Army Special Forces are 
known to train the world 's most 
accomplished medics, and th is book 
is the reason why. Comprehensive 
info covers disease diagnosis and 
treatment. emergency war surgery 
and paramedical skills. pediatrics. 
obstetrics. orthopedics. emergency 
dental treatment and more. 4112 x 7, 
softcover. illus., weatherproof cover, 
400 pp. $14.95 

THE AR-7 EXOTIC WEAPONS SYSTEM 
A comprehensive home workshop guide for the gun butt 
and hobbyist machinist. Over fifty working machinist's 
drawings, photos and full-scale templates show exactly 
how to convert the AR- 7 .22 survival rifle into a full-auto 
silenced machine pistol or machine gun. Step-by-step 
instructions detail how to modify the weapon's original 
receiver. fabricate new sear and safety, as well as make a 
simple, efficient silencer group assembly. For historical 
and reference purposes only. 9 x 12. softcover, illus., 
72 pp. $12.00 

Forbidden 
I ~ • 

Fighting 
Techniques 

-A~hida Kim 

FORBIDDEN FIGHTING 
TECHNIQUES OF THE NINjA 

/Jy A\lrn/,1 Kim 
Pass through the dark night o f the 
soul and. lrke the N1n1a. become a 
mystic warrior a l lhe shadows. To 
help you 1n your quest o f the Siient 
Way. Ash1da Kim presents exer
c ises. strategy. ltghting techniques 
and ceremonial oa1hs ol m111at1on 
With practice and study. vou can 
master this tem lying form of sell -

._ _____ __. defense 8 11<> x 11 , hardcover. 271 
phoros. 128 pp $19.95 

Vietcong in Vietnam. As one of the world's greatest big-game hunters. Askins recalls his 
adventures hunting virtually every type of big game. Veteran of 32 safaris and c laimer of 
1,000 head of big game. this rugged adventurer is a foremost authority on firearms and one 
of this country's best pistol shots. 6 x 9, hardcover, photos, 320 pp. $17.95 

TAX HAVENS IN THE CARIBBEAN 
Go to the indisputable authority- the U.S. Treasury- and 
learn all about Caribbean tax havens. You don't even have 
to read between the l ines of this Treasury report to find out 
the most advantageous countries for cheating Uncle Sam 
(the Bahamas, Bermuda, the Cayman Islands, the Nether
lands Antilles and Panama) and just what makes these 
countries so popular: low tax rates, the secrecy and confi
dentiality of the banks, and the lack of currency controls. 
Find out what the Treasury is doing to try to squelch tax
evasion activities. such as proposed legislation and special 
audit programs. 81h x 11, softcover, 11 tables, 62 pp. $8.00 

lltE.C0116AT 
SOOTGUN AND 

1 ::; 

UP YOURSI 
Advanced revenge techniques and 
original dirty tricks from the author 
of Get Even. Here are the meanest, 
nastiest pranl(s for snakelike sales
men, nagging relatives. nosey 
neighbors, and all those people you 
love to hate. Read Up Yoursl and 
start getting even today! S'h x B'h, 
hardcover, 220 pp. $12.95 

NINlA DEATH TOUCH 
by Ashida Kim 

Here are the secrets of the unho'ly 
science that kills wilh a wave of a 
hand! Certain Ninja practiced lhe 
Death Touch, a type of black 
medicine that destroys through 
manipulation of the body's nervous, 
circulatory and Chi systems. Learn 
Dim .Hsueh, Dim Ching and the in 
famous Dim Mak techniques. Illus
trated with step-by-step photos. S'h 
x 81h, softcover. illus .. 104 pp. 

$10.00 

THE COMBAT SHOTGUN 
AND SUBMACHINE GUN 

A Special Weapons Analysis 
by Chuck Taylo r 

From one o f Amenca's mostsought
afler shooting tnslructors comes an 
in-depth analysis of these two con
troversial small arms. Taylor RrD
v1des a comprehensive education 
m the use ol these commonly mis
employed guns. Includes info on 
field lesting. drills. 1act1cs. accesso· 
ries and techniques. av~ x 11 . soft
cover. 385 photos. 176 pp. $14.95 

JOBS THAT SUCK 
. .•nd ~!NI Don'! 

JOBS THAT SUCK 
.. . and Some that Don't 

byAnuy Kane 
Dedicated to all the working stiffs 
out there, Jobs that Suck rs a 
humorous look at 75 ways people 
make a living. From industrial spy to 
tour guide, to pimp, to clergyman. 
the irreverant Kane rates and de
scribes these jobs and more. Here's 
the story your .guidance counselor 
never told you! S'h x 81h, softcover . 

______ __. illus., 152 pp. $1 0.00 

BOUNTY HUNTER 
by Bob Burton 

Adventure is his occupation: a hefty 
commission is his reward. He is a 
pro fessional bounty hunter. and he 
stalks the most elusive of all prey- a 
wanted man. Here is the businessas 
told by a pro. Learn how to get your 
first job, track a fugitive, arrest him 
and turn him over to the police. 
Included is a state-by-state listing of 
laws. S'h x B'h. softcover. 136 pp. 

$10.00 

THE RUGER 1022 EXOTIC WEAPONS SYSTEM 
Here is a conversion system you can bet your life on! Now 
you can transform your Ruger 1022 into a selective-fire. 
close-combat gun you can trust. With simple hand loots, 
you can bui ld !he parts that will convert your trusty Ruger 
1022 into a selec tive-fire weapon that can fire over 1,000 
rounds per minu.te on full auto-all without modifying the 
receiver or trigger housing 1n any way. Just drop in the 
conversion parts, and you're ready for whatever-or 
whomever- comes. Over 60 explicit photos, machinist's 
drawings and full-scale templates accompany the de
tailed instructions for making this conversion foolproof. 
9 x 12, softcover, illus., 96 pp. $12.00 

U.S. NAVY SEAL 
COMBAT MANUAL 

• 
.... ~ 

U.S. NAVY SEAL 
COMBAT M ANUAL 

One of the rarest FMs in the field of 
military collecting. Provides up-Io
date info on equipment and tactics 
employed by this elite fighting force. 
Covers SEAL weapons, survival, 
communications, diving, first aid, 
demolitions and more. 81h x 11. 
softcover, illus .. 240 pp. $14.95 

-------------OTHER FASCINATING TITLES PO BOX 1307-JIVIF ...... 1-l!00-824-7888; Ask fo r Operalor •249. • t 
PALADIN PRESS ,.... Call TOLL FREE for credit ca rd o rders : 

1 
DRAGONS TOUCH ..... . .. . . . $10.00 
FALLOUT SURVIVAL. ....... . . $12.00 

ADVANCED LIE-DETECTION 
TECHNIQUES . $10.00 

Alaska & Hawaii. 1-800-824-7919. 

I BOULDER, CO 80306 L4lli!ll!i\J Send SI for laleSI PALADIN CATALOG. I 
Phone (303) 4<43-7250 ~ CataloR free with order. 

~~~~~-==--~-'-=~~~ 

GREAT SURVIVAL RESOURCE 
BOOK 2 . . . ...... $15.95 

HOME WORKSHOP SILENCERS 

EMPTY HAND, LOADED GUN: 
THE ULTIMATE SYSTEM FOR 
CLOSE COMBAT .. ...... . .. . $ 8.00 

I ~•se send m~ lh~ following Iii .... : --------- ------- I 
VOL. I $12.00 

THE SURVIVAL RETREAT ... $ 8.00 
HOW TO FIND ANYONE 

AN INFANTRYMAN'S GUIDE TO 
URBAN COMBAT . . $14.95 

DISGUISE TECHNIQUES ...... .. $ 8.00 
I ~~~~1 

ANYWHERE . $19.95 
THE CROSSBOW AS A 

MODERN WEAPON .... . .... $ 9.95 
PRINCIPLES OF IMPROVISED 

EXPLOSIVE DEVICES . . $12.00 

CHINA'S NINlA 
CONNECTION . $16.95 

GET EVEN 11 . . .. . . ... . $12.95 
RUGER PISTOL EXOTIC 

WEAPONS SYSTEM $12.00 

I Paymenr: O Check orMoneyOrder ,O VISA .0 MasrerCard ,hp. D•le ___ I 
C•rd No. I I I I I I I I I I I / / / / / / SUBTOTAL 

I NAME Please mclud-e-- - - • 

MONEY-BACK GUARANTEE I SJ.00 postage 

1 ADDRESS -------------------- and handling ----
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DE~BRIEF 
by Dale A. Dye, Executive Editor 

THEY never showed us marble 
statues of blind justice or made 

any apologies for the apparent 
abrogation of civil liberties, but the 
officers and NCOs who welcomed 
most of us into the service of our 
country did indicate the Uniform 
Code of Military Justice covered 
everyone in uniform just like that 
itchy OD blanket we were issued. 
We were assured that anyone- pri
vate to general - who stepped over 
the line into what was considered 
criminal activity would be prose
cuted in one form or another under 
the. UCMJ. 

Naturally, not many of us really 
believed it was true but the re
peated reassurance of even-handed 
application gave us 
some confidence in 
"the system." That's 
what makes the appa
rent injustices in the 
wake of the Grenada 
war-trophy controver
sy so hard for most vet
erans to swallow. In 
case you've been 
asleep since February 
or otherwise disinter
ested in military af
fairs, these are the 
basic details of the 
case: 

Following the successful U.S. mil
itary operations in Grenada, Army 
and Marine troops returned to the 
States with captured enemy 
weapons and some American ord
nance items that had not been 
turned in to authorities. During the 
ensuing shakedown it became ap
parent that the trophy-takers could 
be lumped into four major categor
ies. Some 300 enlisted men brought 
souvenirs home (legal Makarov pis
tols, SKS carbines, etc.), declared 
them with authorities and were given 
amnesty. These war trophies were 
examined, registered, brought into 
compliance with existing regula
tions and returned to the men who 

captured them on Grenada. 
Four enlisted Marines who 

served on Grenada and later in 
Beirut tried to bring illegal enemy 
and U.S. weapons (AKs, RPDs, 
LAWs and grenades) back with 
them and got caught. Three were 
court-martialed and one is await
ing his trial. Of the three that have 
had their day in court, one got a 
dishonorable discharge and all got 
busted and sentenced to brig time. 

The Army's involvement stems 
from five soldiers (one officer and 
four NCOs) who stole five AK-47s 
from a warehouse on Grenada and 
smuggled them into this country. 
They were found out and all five 
men got nailed. The captain in

volved was dismissed 
from the service and 
the NCOs suffered 
similarly stringent 
punishments. 

That's all fairly 
straightforward. The 
guys who captured le
gal souvenirs and fol
lowed the rules regard
ing war trophies can 
now proudly display a 
significant symbol of 
their service in combat. 
Those who tried to play 

an illegal game for profit got their 
asses handed to them by Uncle Sam. 
And then there is the situation with 
Vice Admiral Joseph Metcalf III, the 
on-scene commander of the Grena
da operation. 

Claiming ignorance of the regula
tions regarding war trophies taken in 
combat, Admiral Metcalf brought 24 
AKs back with him aboard his per
sonal plane. The illegal weapons 
were apparently earmarked as pre
sentation items for various officials 
and senior staff officers. They never 
got past U.S. Customs agents and 
the defecation hit the oscillation. To 
his ever-lasting credit, Admiral Met-

Continued on page 100 
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AR-7 SO·rd. Mitchell Drum Mag. 
De5igned for easy loading, reliable lune· 
tioning and durabil ity. Full 50 round 
capacity. Markings on the back keep you 
informed of remaining rounds. 
#193300 ~5 Sale S34.95 

Mitchell SO·rd Mag. for 10/22 Rifle 
#193000 se9'.95 Sale S34.95 · 

· Military Mag-Lite 
#3201G1 2-cell D-cell 
#3201 G2 3-cell D-cell 
#3201G3 4-cell D-cell 

S24.50 
S24.95 
S25.50 

3 WWI 
Trench Knife 

An exact reproduction of the famous World 
War I trench knife. " Knuckle Buster" grip, 
with a double edged 6" polished blade 
and a solid brass handle. This is tru ly a 
collectors item. Overall length 11 ". 
#171910 S19.95 

4 British Commando Knife 
Famed Sykes-Fairbairn kni fe made in 
Sheffield, England. Originally designed for 
the British Commandos in WW II. 6" double 
edge razor sharp blade delivers instant 
death . Complete with black leather sheath. 
#170300 S24.95 

5 "Pineapple" Hand 
Grenade 
Completely inert and 
harmless, but it looks like 
the real thing. Detach
able firi ng lever. 
#1721GO S6.95 

6 Sidekick 
In-The· Pants 

Holste~ 
Made of soft non-abrasive 

pliable laminate. Holsters 
allow you to carry a wide vari ety 

of revolvers and autos safely tucked inside 
the waistband of trousers . Black. 
#1025S1 2-3 " Barrel, Rev. S6.95 
#1025S2 3-4W Barrel. Rev. S6.95 
#1025S3 3-4" Barrel. Autos S6.95 
#1025S4 3 3/ 4-6" Barrel. Autos $6.95 
#1025S5 Under 3" Barrel, Autos $6.95 

7 Paralyzer Tear Gas Spray 
Spray tear gas leaves attackers tempor
ari ly helpless. caus ing burning sensation 
to the eyes. nose and throat. Shotgun 
ppttern spray. Pocket mode[ wi th pocket 
clip fires 50 1-sec. blasts to 8 ft . Police . 
model fires 4-times the volume to 18 ft . • 
No s~les outsiJ:le the US. 
Pocket Model 
#260701 $5.95 Special 12 tor S48 
Pocket Model Key-ring Holster 
#2150702 $2.95 
Police Model 
#260703 SB.95 Special 12 tor $72 
P9llce Model Holster 
#260704 $7.95 
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8 Life knife Commando 
The best survival kni fe there is. Razor-sharp 

6" blade constructed from 440C stainless steel heat treated 
to RH57-58. Aircra ft aluminum hollow handle is waterproof 
and contains wire saw, matches, survival fish hooks, assorted 
split shot. 20 ft. of 10 lb. test line, 6 ft. snare util ity wire; 
needles; sutu res. Black leather belt sheat h, thongs and 
sharpening stone. A jeweled compass built into the cap. 
12" overall. 
#1722SO 

9 USAF N·2B Flyer's Short Parka 
Current issue Air Force issue cold weather 
jacket. Ad justable fur-trimmed hood. 
knitted wrist lets and waistband . Storm flap 
secured by zipper and button s. 2 outer 
and 2 inner slash pockets with snaps plus 
zipper cigarette, pocket on left sleeve. 
100% nylon outershell wi th extra warm 
100% polyester fiber fill. Sizes: S, M, L, XL. 
11012100 $891J5 Sale S69.95 

10 USAF L·2B Flight Jacket 
Official Air Force Lightzone (Lightweight 
issue). Sage Green with International 
Orange lining 100% polyester wi th kn it 

12 GI M·65 Field Jacket 
The very latest US Army issue field jacket 
made of 50/ 50 nylon-cotton with gov't. 
Ouarpel water repellency. Features a zip
in hood, heavy-duty front zipper plus snap 
closures, drawstrings at both the waist and 
bottom of the jacket-plus extra room in 
the shoulders for complete freedom of 
movement. Sizes: S. M, L, XL. 
#0107GO O.D. Green $4'K15 S44.95 
#0107WO Woodland Camo. s49'.9's S44.95 

GI M·65 Jacket Liner 
Cold weather liner that turn s the M-65 into 
an all weather jacket. Sizes: S. M, L. XL. 
#0107AO S19.95 

collar. cuffs and waistband. 2 pockets 1.3 Little Black Box 
plus zipper cigarette pocket on left sleeve. Automatically starts recorder when 
Sizes: S. M; L, XL. telephone is picked up. Records entire 
#012900 S49'.9'5 Sate $39.95 conversation on both sides. Then auto-
USAF MA·l Flyer's Jacket matically stops recorder when phone is 
Same as L-2B but wi th 100% polyester bat- hung up! It can be attached anywhere 
ting l ining for warmth in al l but coldest along the line and plugs into ANY recorder 
weather. No epau lets. Sage Green-Orange and causes absolutely no interference or 
lining. Sizes: S. M. L. XL. noise on the phone. MIN IATURE' Only 
#0134GO $49'.1'.)°5 Sale S39.95' 2" x 2" x :Y.". 

Alligator clip hook-up 
11 The Guardfather™ li310101 $~5 Sale $24.95 
Discreet, Effective Protection. Powerful spring- ---!!S~:ij;iil"- Modular plug-in hook-up 

loaded hardened 4Y," steel s~h~af:t~sn~a~p~s~o~p·e·n~in~::;; #310102 S~5 Sale $24.95 1/ 250th sec., locks open. Knurled grip 14 Genuine Viet Nam Jungle Hat 
prevents slipping. Blued finish . Proven in the jungles of Viet Nam. Extra-
10W open. Sy.'' closed. wide brim hat with a bandelero band 
#1 73200 $29.95 protects you from the hot sun. 50/ 50 nylon

11 

SATISFACTION 
GUARANTEED OR 

YOUR MONEY BACK! 

cotton is water repellent . cool. Perfect lor 
hunting or boating. Specify: S (7): M (7V.): 
L (7Y, ); XL (7¥.). 
#0127WO Woodland Camo $11.95 
#0127GO OD Green S11 .95 
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Buy Direct & Save! Military & Weapons Manual 
#B107 Manual for Mini-14 $4.95 
#B114 Colt .45 Auto Pistol 5.95 
#B115 .30 Carbines. M1 . M2. M3 7.95 

clothing and action equipment #B 116 AR-15. M-16. Rif les 8.95 
#B249 S.F. Foreign Weapons Book 17.95 
#B124 Browning Hi-Power Pistol 4.95 
#B175 USAF Survival. FM64-5 7.95 

Magazines 
Pachmayr Stainless 
Steel .45 Magazine. 
#193110 $19.95 

Browning Hi-Power 
9 mm Mag. 13 shot 
#191620 $15.00 

AR-15 M-16. 30-shot Magazine. 
#191220 $7.95 
M-1Carbine.30-shot Magazine Blue Stee l. 
#190420 $5.00 
Uzi 9mm. 32-shot Magazine. 
#192620 $14.95 
20-shot Blue Magazine for Mini-14" 
#190720 $9.95 
30-shot Blue Magazine for Mini-14• 
#190820 .$12.95 
40-shol Blue Magazine for Mini-14® 
#191020 $24.95 
20-shot Stainless Magazine for Mini-14~ 
#220600 $14.95 
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15 The Bionic Ear Extremely 
sensi tive and pointable. electronic 
l isten ing device the size of a flashlight. 
Amplifies sounds and passes them on to 
the user th roug h stereo headphones which 
are included. It is used extensively by 
hunters. bird watchers. security and law 
enforcement personnel. The Bionic Ear 
can hear a whisper at 100 yards. feet scuf
fling in a warehouse at 200 feet or more. 
It car. hear a car door shutting at 5 blocks 
and a coon dog on the trail up to 2 miles 
away. Uses a 9 volt battery. 
Warning: this device is not intended as an 
eavesdropping device. 
#310300 $69.95 

16 Camouflage Ranger Vest 
This new vest has a pocket for everything. 
Back pockets. front pockets. side pockets. 
bellows pockets. hidden pockets. a total 
of eight . Woodland Camouflage cotton 
blend with shirt-tail sides. and hide-away 
hood in collar. A rugged action vest that is 
also good looking and functional whether 
you are wearing fatigues or jeans. Sizes: 
S. M. L. XL. 

17 Folding Trench Knife 
The 3Y," stainless steel blade folds con
venientl y into the unique 5" steel " knuckle 
buster'" handle "for protection and safety. 
Length open-BJ!,". 
#172010 

#B177 US Army Survival. FM21-76 5.00 
#B192 Spec. Forces Med. Book 14.95 
#B209 Special Forces Handbook 7.95 

18 Flight Pants 
USAF style flight pan ts put everything in 
reach. even when sitting. Thigh, calf. and 
back pockets expand to hold a lot. Poly/ 
cotton fabric is durable and comfortable. 
Ideal for boaters. fishermen. or snow
mobilers. Men 's sizes: 30-42. 
Colors: OD Green (GJ or Black (SJ. 
0159( JO 34" inseam $24.95 
0159( )1 32" inseam $24.95 

19 Deluxe Gun Cases 
The best protection you can give your 
firearms. Uniform . injection molded 
outer case warranted against breaking. 
Tamper-proof full length "piano hinge" 
for long-lasting strength. Interlocking 
foam forms to guns. eliminates shift ing. 
Dual locks and locking draw bolts. 
Twin, comfortable carrying handles. 
Molded support feet. Molded valance 
seals out weather. FAA approved for 
transport of fi rearms on airlines. 
Two Gun Case -52Jl,"x13Y,"x4" 
#1832X1 Ss,9,95 Sale $49.95 
Four Handgun Case-18"x14"x4" 
# 1832X2 S2.9:-!l5 Sale $24.95 
Two Handgun Case - 14"x9 "x4" 
# J 832X3 Sz.Kl5 Sale S 19.95 

20 Mini-14 Pistol Grip Stock 
The ultimate Mini-14 stock. Made of 
DuPont Zytel • ST-801 . the toughest plastic 
made. Stock has an offhand shooting notch 
and a 1" rubber recoil pad. Fits 181, 182 
and later models . 
#400200 $49.95 

SATISFACTION 
GUARANTEED OR 

YOUR MONEY BACK! 
ORDERING 

20 

21 New Mini-Mag INFORMATION! To order by mail . use 
Tiny size. but with all the quality engineering. optics. coupon or separate sheet. Mail payment or cred it 
and performance of larger Mag-Lites. Only SW' long. card informat ion. For questions or information call 
3/ 4" diameter. 1" diameter flashlight head focuses 1-312-766-11 50. To order by phone use credit card 
beam from powerful spot to flood. Uses 2 "AA" cells. number. Call 1-800-323-3233. Have all in formation 
#320100 s14.95 ready. MINIMUM ORDER $10.00. 

21 r----------------------------------------, : PRPELLEX<D Dept. 418 1285 MARK STREET 

22 
8-Shot Tear 
Gas Revolver 
Fires 8-.22 caliber 
tear gas or blanks in seconds. 
#260110 Blue S 1~ Sa le s 9.95 
#260120 Chrome S1~ Sale S10.95 

.22 Caliber Tear Gas Automatic 
Fires 6-.22 caliber tear gas or blanks as 
fast as you can pull the trigger. 
#260510 Blue s~ Sale $10.95 
#260520 Chrome s~ Sale $11 .95 
Accessories 
#260202 Tear Gas Cartridges (10) S2.95 
#260204 X-Loud Blanks (100) $3.95 
#260201 Revolverriolster $2.95 
#260203 Automatic Holster $3.95 

- ~CORPORATION BENSENVILLE, IL 60106 

QTY. NUMBER DESCRIPTION/ SIZE / COLOR PRICE 

--

--

- -

--

0 

CATALOG Sl.00 CHARGE MY: O MASTERCARD SUB 
FREE with order O AMERICAN EXPRESS 0 VISA 

TOTAL 
SEND CATALOG 0 DINERS CLUB/ CARTE BLANCHE SH IPPING / S3.50 

0 CHECK ENCLOSED 0 MONEY ORDER HANDLING 

CREDIT 
CARO NO. 

TOTAL 
EXP. DATE -----------------

NAME ________________________ _ 

ADDRESS _____________________ _ 

CITY STATE __ ZIP _______ _ 

L----------------------------------------~ 

FOR FAST DELIVERY CALL TOLL FREE 1-800-323-3233 
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HONOR 
ROLL. .. 

Afghan Freedom 
Fighters Fund 
contributors: 

John Day, Franklyn 
Ray, Darrel F. Key, 
David M. Miller, John L 
Waughtal, Grant J. 
Berry, Robert Secor, 
Michael P. Bertocchi, 
Harry B. Adams, Sally 
Glaza, John P. Fendig, 
Carlos Movroleon, 
Howard H. Beard, Jim 
& Debbie Cooper, C. E. 
Wood III , Colin Cooper, 
Russel A. Chandler, 
James Bogart, Craig 
Greenlaw, Robert G. 
Wheaton, Carol N. 
Shifflett, Robert A. 
Burnside, Thomas E. 
Kettner,' Daniel Paul, 
Tony Skove, Pvt. Wes 
Meekins USMC. James 
E. McCormack, Gary E. 
Drake, Lesli G. Card , 
Patrick J. Kramer, Kirby 
Thompson, Jay Young, 
Donald E. Raulerson Jr., 
Lance A. Walk. William 
R. Jagdman. D.R. 
Fields, Suburban' 
Services. Roger A. 
Morin. Luke T. Ochoa. 
Charles Adams. Steven 
R. Gelb. Larry K. Lewis. 
Greg Scott Allen. James 
Bogart. Charles Adams. 
Robert G. Miller, Tony 
C. Grant. James & Pat 
Riggs, John P. Baker. 
John F. Squire Ill. 
William K. Kezar. James 
C. Carver. M.D., Ger9ld 
C. Deeter. Murdock 
MacDonald , Gilbert T. 
Stair, John Durand. 
Jake T. Johnson, Bruce 
D. Kjeldsen. Fred Loos. 
Howard H. Beard. 
Thomas E. Kettner. 
John R. Skuce Jr .. 
Krash Bradley. Dave 
Thelin, R.L Gardner 
Jr. , Richard 
McCullough. Paul E. 
Digerness. Howard H. 
Huggins Ill. Ed 
Baranaskas ·Jr. . Mike 
Griffith. T. W. Piasetzki . 
Johnny L Thompson. 
Robert Allison. SFC 
Hubert E. Lipham. Roy 
C. Hofschneider. 
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B_U_L_L_E-TI.~\ 
BOARD(\ 

COL. 
AUSTIN? ... 

Before every Texan cancels his subscription, we 
thought SOF readers would want to know that 
Executive Editor Dale Dye does know there was no 
Col. Austin at the Alamo. As the May 1985 SOF 
went to press, we discovered that "De-Brief ' - late 
copy, filed as we shipped the magazine to the 
printer - contained a reference to a mythical Col. 
Austin who died at the Alamo, apparently taking the 
place of Col. William Travis. 

Lynn Thompson of Cold Steel, Inc. (Dept. SOF, 
2128 Unit D, Knoll Dr., Ventura, CA 93003) 
donated Tanto combat knives with his new plastic 
tactical sheath for distribution among the 
Nicaraguan freedom fighters. 

CHOPPER 
REWARD ... 

SOF's $100.000 bounty for delivery of an Mi -24 
Hind assault helicopter applies only to Sandinista 
defectors. 

w .arr1rs 
fll.L 11£i'O SEND.-

Group 5, Inc. (Dept. SOF, 206 E. 
California, P.O. Box 911, 
Gainesville, TX 76240) has donated 
a Para-Rescue Pack to the FDN, 
which Dr. John Peters delivered on 
SOF's most recent mission to the 
Nicaraguan Freedom Fighters. The 
1872-cubic-inch, folding, 
weatherproof medical pack provides 
23 pockets for field medical 
equipment. 

CIENFUEGOS 
ASSASSINATED . .. 

There is no rear, no safe haven, in 
a guerrilla war. Lieutenant Colonel 
Ricardo Aristides Cienfuegos is the 
latest sad example. 

As chief press spokesman for El 
Salvador's armed forces, Cienfuegos 
divided his days between the upper 
class San Salvador neighborhood 
where he lived in a guarded 
compound, and his office at Estado 
Mayor, El Salvador's version of the 
Pentagon. He was usually escorted 
by body guards when he left his 
office for daily tennis matches at 
Club Deportivo, a fashionable 
private sports club. 

But he was running late 7 March, 
so he left his escorts behind. 
Besides, the club has a private 
security force. After completing a set 
with Jorge Alberto Barraza, a 
frequent tennis partner, Cienfuegos 
plopped down to rest on a shaded 
bench. Three young men , dressed in 
all-white tennis togs like those worn 
by Cienfuegos, approached him. 
Pulling a small pistol, one of the 
three pumped two shots into the 
press spokesman's head. As 
Cienfuegos slumped over dead, the 
men draped across his head a red 
banner reading: "F.P.L -
Farabundo Marti," and disappeared 
into San Salvador's streets. 

Continued on page 100 
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SHERWOOD COVERS 
ALL VITAL PARTS 

0 SAGE GREEN OR BLACK 
U.S.A.F. FLYING JACKETS MA- I 

0 LA TEST G.I. ISSUE 
WOODLAND PATTERN 
CAMOUFLAGE FATIGUES 

Reinforced at all stress points-

D 45,000 VOLTS IN THE 
PALM OF YOUR HAND 
NOVA XR-5000 NON 

Nylon shell . High quali ty steel 
zipper front. Knit collar. cuffs and 
waistband . 100% polyester batting 
lining. Fu lly revers ible . Sage 
green wi th international orange 
inside liner. Two inner and two 
outer pockets. Zipper pocket and 
pen ho lders on left sleeve . 
Sizes ava ilable: Regular Length 
Only F.S.N. 1615-522-6014 
XS. S, M, L ....... .. . . . . .. $44.95 
for XL .. .......... .. ..... 849.95 
0 M65 ORIGINAL G.I. GREEN 

OR WOODLAND PATTERN 
CAMOUFLAGE FIELD 
JACKET 

Outer she ll 50% co tton. 50% nylon
lining. 100% cotton. heavy duty 
construction. heavy duty brass 
zipper. waist draw string (to keep 
in body heat) plus fold-a-way hood 
which stores in collar. Regular 
Length Only. 
Available in X-SM. S. M. L . . $49.95 
(Specify size) XL ........ . . $54.95 

0 FLOATKNIFE NEVJ 

The Ultimate Hollow Hand le of 
space age DuPont Zytel wi th a stai n
less steel blade. This medical
survival kit is so light it floats! The 
handle is imprinted with Morse 
Code and Emergency Rescue Sig
nals and contains the vital necessi
ties for survival. Water tight hand le 
is sea led by cap with a built-in lum
inous.fluid-filled compass .. 834.95 
0 PAC-AX w ~ I -~ 
This axe can safely open and close 
for easy carrying in a be lt-loop 
pouch. Sharp cutting edge is due to 
the high carbon forged steel head . 
Cutting edge 21h". Open length 11'/t. 
Closed size 3'/."x6". A handy too l 
for hunters. campers. fisherman 
and surviva list .. ... ....... $24.95 
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knees. backside, elbows. etc. Made 
of heavy duty construction 50% cot
ton 50% nylon. Jackets have 4 
pockets. Pants have 6 pockets with 
adjustable waist straps and ankle 
draw strings+ zipper fly + 
bel t loops. 
Specify Size XS, S. M, L 
Buy complete set for $5220 ($28.95 
ea) . For XL size add $2.00 for pants 
or jacket. or $4.00 per set. 
D A CATALOGUE 

COLLECTION OF 20TH 
CENTURY WINCHESTER 
REPEATING ARMS CO. 
by Roger C Rule 

LETHAL STUN GUN \JJ 
13R/'.s-.10 N€ 

Safe. Effective and Lega l. Uses a 
rechargeable 9 vo lt Nickel-
Cad mium Battery. Weighs only 8 
ozs. Measures 6"x2'/4'x1'/a". Small 
enough to carry in hand or purse. 
Complete wi th battery recharging 
unit and holster .. .. .. ONLY $89.95 
D U.S. G.I. SLEEPING PAD 

,. ___ .,.." Products authorized by 

D LC-2 STEEL & ALUMINUM 
PACK FRAMES 1985 ISSUE 

Complete with padded 
shoulder straps quick 
release attachments . 
Brand New the finest lf~J!tll'~~ 

Available in black. tiger stripe. 
and woodland pattern. 
Si zes: 7. 7'1" 7'h . . . .. . . .. . . . S5.95 

D 5 BUTTON SWEATER 
ORIGINAL G.I. 100% 

Acrylic O.D. Green and Colored Sweaters 
Si zes Avai lable small , medium. 
large or extra large ... . . . .. S19.95 

Winchester (Olin Corp.} in 
400 pages (73/a" x 10Va" ). 
This vo lume contains a 
large format. indi vidua l 
photographs of every fire
arms model in this time 
frame (from the Turn-of
the-Century to ihe Great 
Depression} . $29.95 (plus 
$4.00 ship .) 

D U.S. ARMY LC-I (ALICE PACK) 

U.S. Army LC-1 (A lice Pack} $59.95 
Brand new G.I. back pack designed 
to carry loads up to 50 lbs. Com
plete with shoulder straps, quick 
release buckles & attachment loops 
for carrying extra equipment. Water 
repe llent. rip stop nylon . O.D. green. 
0 LATEST G.I. LC-I NYLON 

COMBAT HARNESS 
ASSEMBLY 

Save $10.00 outfi t in
cludes: 1 pair adjustable 
LC-1 suspenders. 1 can

Latest 1985 issue. Replaces former 
leaky air matresses. Lightweight
ro ll-up design 8" Diameter rolled up. 
Overall Dimensions 24" W x 6'2" L. 
Perfect for ca mping or backpacking . 
Only ... .. ................ Sll.95 

D NEW 1985 ISSUE ORIGINAL 
GI SLEEPING BAG 

1) Mountain , M1949 Sleeping Bag 
FSN 8465-242-7855 Tempera ture 
range from -14 to 50° (-26° to 
+ 10° c) . . ............... S59.95 

2) Intermedia te Cold . Type I 
FSN 8465-518-2804 Temperature 
range from -40to +1 0° F (-40° to 
-12°c) . .. ... . .... . .... . S89.95 

3) Extreme Co ld , Type II FSN 8465-
518-2804 Temperature range 
from + 10° F. (- 12° c) and below 
..................... $199.95 

D ELIMINATOR BOOT 
CHAMPION IN THE LIGHT
WEIGHT DIVISION 

A sturdy, com fo rtable boot for all 
types of situations. Constructed of 
durable, space-age Gortex and 
nylon Cordura fabrics. Rugged , oil 
resistant. non-slip Vibram outsole. 
Approx. 12 oz. total weight. 8" high 
with firm padded ankle collar. S89.95 
Indicate size: Regular/ Wide 8-13 

.CATALOG teen with cover. 2 M16 ,1;·,,,,, ,._..,,_..._.._,_, 
pouches (hold 3-30 rd ' 

....,,,,,..,,,,.,, Everything is here. hard ro find parrs. 

~e~t~i·neeoapcr~~e i~tie~~~~ , 1 L. accessories & gear. Please send a dollar 

ing tool carri er and 1 first aid dressing/ /Rerundable on ftrst order) 10 cover ow 

SHERWOOD com-rpass ca~. ~00..,,::1a!!.h::g ,::e:,;_' 

Mall to: SHERWOOD INTERNATIONAL 
18714 PARTHENIA ST, DEPT SFS, NORTHRIDGE, 

CALIFORNIA 91324 International Export Corporation 
ABOUT YOUR ORDER 
Minimum Order 510.00 plus Min
imum 52.50 to cover postage. 
insurance and handling. Ca li f. 
residents add 6\/2% sales tax. All 
major credit cards accepted. 
SORRY, NO C.O.D.'s. If not sure 
about size. send measurements. 

CALL TOLL FREE 

I Sorry No C.0 .D.s: Send D Check 0 Money Order I 
D American Express 0 Diners Club 

I D MasterCard/Visa 0 Carte Blanche I 
Catalog is rree with order. 

I ~~ ~~ I 
Name ________________ _ 

I Address I 
City State ip. _ _ _ _ 

\ Signat-ure _ . J 
~ ------J 800-423-5237 California Residents Call 818-349-7600 Copyright 1985 
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KEN 
FOLLETT 
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~ 

0232 $14.95 3699 S15.95 2485 S12.95 
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TAKE ClllAll ... 
with America's only 
111ilitary book club 

0026 S13.95 1453 S12.95 *0075 S17. 75 3822 S15.95 



, 

5967 Spec. ed. 6213 S12.95 

llY 41 OKS Fii 98¢ 

Here's how the Club Plan works: You 'll get 4 books for 
only 98~ plus shipping and handling and your free World 
War II maps-when accepted as a member. We reserve 
the right to reject any application. However, once 
accepted, if you are not completely satisfied with your 
introductory books, return them within 10 days at our 
expense. Your membership will be cancelled and you 
will owe nothing. 
Huge selection: As a Club member. you'll have o.ver 
350 titles to choose from- a tremendous variety of the 
very best military books in print. Many feature rarely 
seen photos. illustrations and maps. Many books are 
difficult to find anywhere else. 
How you save money: The Club offers its own complete 
hardbound editions (sometimes altered in size to fit 
special presses). Club editions save you up to 30% off 
publishers' hardcover edition prices. A shipping and 
handling charge is added to each shipment. 
Club magazine: Enjoy the luxury of at-home shopping 
with your free Club magazine. About every 4 weeks (14 
times a year) you receive the Club magazine describing 
coming Selection(s) and Alternates. In addition, up to 
4 times a year, you receive offers of special Selections. 
always at discounts off publishers' prices. If you want 
the featured Selection(s). do nothing-shipment will be 
made automatically. If you prefer an Alternate-or no 
book at all-indicate this on the order form and return 

with membership 
" -... ~ 

111.L~m!!!~ll!:::::.i:\.lt;.:;;..;;-.:;t;liiii.,;~~'.__Prices shown are publishers' edilion prices. r------------.., 
it by the date specified. You'll have at least 10 days to 
decide. If you have less than 10 days, and you receive 
an unwanted Selection. you may return it at our expense 
and owe nothing. 
The choice is always yours: Your only obligation is to 
take just 4 books at regular low Club prices during the 
next 2 years. You may resign any time after purchasing 
your 4 books, or continue to enjoy Club membership for 
as long as you like. 
t Soft cover •Explicit sex, violence and/or language. 

Military Book Club® I 
Dept. AS-013, Garden City, NY 11530 I 
Yes. please accept my membership application and send me the 4 
books marked below plus my 2 lree WWII maps. Bill me only 98¢ plus 
shipping and handling. I agree to the Club plan presented in this ad, I 
and understand that I need buy just 4 more books at regular low Club 
prices any time I want during the next 2 years. I 
Our no-risk guarantee. When accepted as a member, you'll get your 4 
books for only 98¢ plus shipping iilru'>llMl:l!ing. If not satisfied, return I 
them within 10 days at our expense to cancel your membership and awe 
nothing. No maner what you.decide. you keep your free maps. I 

I 

* ' 
Mrs. _______ -;::-;=,....,-=-------
Ms. fplease print) 

Address. ____________ Apl. No.___ ) 

I 

' 
City _________________ _ 

~ ~ I 
Members accepted in U.S.A. and Canada only. Canadian members 

cg; L serviced from Canada where offer 1s slightly different. 67-M998_J 

....... - ----------
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THE OTHER SIDE 
OF CLAYCO ... 

Sirs: 
I was surprised to see 

that you pulled a ll 
magazine ads for China 
North Industries. This 
company makes a very 
fine weapon and the 
Chinese are not to 
blame. It is not fair for a 
few readers who hold a 
prejudicial grudge (we 
fought against the 
Vietnamese, not Asians 
as a whole) to do a 
hatchet job on a fine 
weapon just because of 
the ad that was 
published in your fine 
publication. 

Jim Ham 
Address withheld 

I read month after 
month about those 
"sensitive readers" that 
don ' t seem to believe in 
freedom of speech 
(advertising included). 
The fight for freedom 
never ends, so every 
victory (however small) 
is still a victory. So let 
them advertise, their 
money makes a better 
SOF. 

Charles M. Annis 
Somerset, 

Wisconsin 
Regarding the Clayco 

ads: I agree with your 
position and also have 
my own position. As a 
soldier and a student of 
military small arms, it is 
imperative to be kept 
abreast of what is avail
able, how well various 
weapons function , and 
the availability of the 
weapons for hands-on 
familiarization. Banning 
the ad from SOF is like 
sticking our heads in the 
sand and trying to pre
tend the world around 
us does not exist. 

Don Bledsoe 
Boise, Idaho 

We certainly agree 
with the views express
ed about freedom of 
speech. The simple bot
tom line is that the 
Clayco ad disturbed too 
many of our loyal read
ers, many of whom are 
veterans. We decided to 
withdraw it from our 
advertising in support of 
their feelings. 

10 SOUHllll 011 l'llll'l'UNE 

FLAK 

COYNE'S LAST STAND 
ON KARENS .. . 

SOF accepts responsibility for the choice of the 
controversial title "The Last Battle? Karen 
Resistance Crushed. " Our choice was made without 
author Jim Coyne 's knowledge or agreement when 
his original title, "Fighting the Whole World" was 
not used. Karen resistance continues, and the 
battles go on. Th e article. however. stands. It is not 
merely Jim Coyne 's opinion that the KNLA suffered 
military setbacks in 1984, it is fact. Given his past 
exploits for SOF neither his reportage skills nor his 
courage are in question. Rosy reports and optimistic 
estimates do not insure victory on the battlefield, 
nor will underestimating one 's enemies make them 
weaker. If there is a lesson to be learned here for 
the Karen, it is this: complacency breeds defeat. 

8 REAKING OUT 
THE SURPLUS . .. 

Sirs: 
Army Reservists and National G uar.dsmen, break 

out that extra TA 50 you have stashed in your 
closets and send it to El Salvador where it will be 
used. It' s a good investment. 

SSgt. KW. Bachmann 
Scout Section 
3116 Inf. (Reserve) 

As you know, SOF has been collecting milita1y 
clothing and field gear for use by our friends in El 
Salvador and Nicaragua. All materiel contributions 
should be sent to the El Salvador/Nicaraguan De
fense Fund, 5721 Arapahoe Ave., 
Boulder, CO 80303. 

THE METCALF 
INJUSTICE ... 

Sirs: 
I am writing this letter to express 

my disappointment and disgust with 
an act by the United States military. 
The commander of U.S. forces in 
Grenada brought back to the U.S. 
several AK-47 assault rifles captured 
during the conflict in Grenada. I see 
nothing wrong with that. However a 
U.S. Army captain and six enlisted' 
men did the same by bringing back 
captured AK-47 assault rifles. The 
soldiers were booted out of the 
Army, fined , and given prison sen
tences and the three-star comman
der received no disciplinary action. 
Soldiers have been doing this in ev
ery war we've been involved in. So 
what the hell' s the problem now? 

Stephen D. Pelto 
Boswell, Oklahoma 

A gross injustice has been offered 
in the affair of Admiral Metcalf. It is 
necessary to address the problem, 
and I can think of no more qualified 
pe rsonnel than the staff of SOF. I 
think the Admiral should share an 
equal fate, or the convicted men 
should be restored to their former 
status and all charges dropped. It is 
hard to swallow when the troops are 
offered as the sacrificial lambs and 
the Chief is slapped on the wrist and 
promoted. 

R. E. Burgeson 
Ridgeway, Pennsylvania 

I recently heard about the military 
troops on Grenada not being 
allowed to take home any captured 
automatic weapons. I feel this is 
wrong because the military man who 
fought in these battles and conflicts 
put his life on the line for his country 
and for the preservation of democra
cy itself. The very least these men 
deserve is to be able to take home 
the weapon of their choice. 

Chris Cook 
La J unta, Colorado 

Th e situation with Admiral Metcalf 
and war souvenirs brought home by 
some of the men who fought on 
Grenada is unjustifiable. We totally 
agree that it's a case of selective en
forcement of the Uniform Code of 
Military Justice. We furth er agree 
that our fighting men who risk their 
lives should be allowed to bn'ng 
home some memorable souvenir of 
their experience and their sacrifice 
once they've complied with applica
ble laws and regulations. 

Continued on page 100 
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TERRORISTS creep closer to our 
shores, bombings and assassinations 
sweep across the planet like the plague 
and, in general, U.S. police depart
ments continue to tool around armed 
with little else than S&W Model 10 .38 
Special revolvers with the cylinders 
rusted shut. I think the boys in blue 
need a little more firepower and here 
are some possible suggestions to beef 
up their arsenals. 

The FN FAL rifle is a classic in any of 
its numerous variants. The G 1 ( G for 
Gewehr, or rifle) model used briefly by 
the West German Bundeswehr is one 
of the most interesting. Salient features 
are: an unusual two-piece stamped
sheet-metal forearm with an ingenious 
integral bipod and removable flash 
hiders, grenade launchers and BFAs 
(Blank Firing Attachments) . It is 
equipped with the two-piece extractor, 
improved firing pin with conical rear 
section, wooden buttstock and the 
selective-fire option. Some were fitted 
with a 4x Hensoldt scope mounted to a 
sheet-metal receiver cover. 

These rifles were produced from 
April 1957 to May 1958 and the con
tract was for 100,000. They were used 
for a short time only, though. By 1959 
the Germans had asked for a license to 
manufacture , but FN's dictatorial 
director, Laloux, went into hysterics 
and the Germans stalked away in a 
rage and adopted the Heckler & Koch 
G3 instead. ARMEX International 
(Dept. SOF, P.O. Box252, Broderick, 
CA 95605) has imported a few abso
lutely new specimens of the Gl FAL 
which are available to law
enforcement agencies and qualified 
Class 3 dealers only. They come with 
the original leather sling, removable 
flash hider, plastic muzzle cover and 
one magazine for $695 plus $10 ship
ping. Spare magazines are $12.95 
each and a few black-leather magazine 
pouches from the Bundesgrenzschutz 
(Border Safety Police) are also avail
able. The price is right and I would like 
to see a few of these gleaming beauties 
on the racks of every police armory in 
this country. 

Dick Swan of A.R.M.S., Inc. (Dept. 
SOF, 230 West Center Street, West 
Bridgewater, MA 02379) has original 
Bundeswehr .22 LR conversion kits for 
the GI FAL (or any metric FAL, for 
that matter, except para models) in ex
cellent condition for only $279 plus $5 
shipping. The kit includes a wooden 
chest, .22-caliber barrel sleeve, breech 
block and bolt assembly, tool to re
move the barrel sleeve and two full
size magazines adapted to .22 LR. 

Reborn Thompsons 
The Thompson submachine gun is 

basic equipment. Everyone needs at 
least one. Some of us have more. 

The Thompson was simplified in 
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v! ~ d] by Peter G. Kokalis 

Cops' Cornucopia 

From Africa to EI Salvador FALs 
have been found wherever there was 
war. Now German FALs (Gls) are 
available from ARMEX International. 
Photo: Robert K. Brown 

1942 to reduce production costs and 
time. The MlAl Thompson has a non
detachable buttstock. The retracting 
handle moved to the right side of the 
receiver and the actuator and Blish 
lock were eliminated. Also, a heavier 
bolt with fixed firing pin was added and 
the firing-pin spring and hammer were 
eliminated. Other changes included a 
simpler buffer, no compensator, non
adjustable rear sight, no barrel finning 
and no provision for accepting a drum 
magazine. 

The Ml Al Thompson was manu
factured by both Savage and Auto 

·Ordnance. Almost 11/2 million were 
made and they' re still hammering 
away from the Philippines to Guate
mala. At 10.5 pounds, empty, it's too 
heavy for a submachine gun and in . 45 
ACP, it's overkill. But the "Chicago 
Typewriter" reeks of nostalgia in any 
of its various forms and will never lose 
its collector's appeal. Besides, if you 
don't have to hump with it, and con
fine yourself to balloon busting and fun 
houses, it can't be beat. The "Tommy
gun" has high hit potential at close 
range, no felt recoil whatever and ex
cellent handling characteristics. 

Pearl Manufacturing Corp. (Dept. 
SOF, P.O. Box 728, Grants , NM 

87020) is now selling MlAl Thomp
son submachine guns fabricated from 
newly made investment-cast receivers 
and U.S. government-issue compo
nents for $525. If you've got the G.I. 
parts they will sell you the finished re
ceiver alone for $325. They also make 
MP-40s from new receivers and Ger
man WWII parts, and legally convert 
the HK94 to the MPS configuration. 

Browning MG Tripods 
Tripods are useful things to have at a 

machine-gun shoot. They permit you 
to plunk your gun down on the· firing 
line, sit on a little inflatable toilet seat 
and spend the weekend shooting 
down model airplanes while dreaming 
that you're Burt Lancaster at Pearl 
Harbor. When used for that purpose 
- or defending medieval castles - the 
heavier they are, the better. 

Cross Roads Gun Shop (Dept. SOF, 
4201 Maple Ave., Pennsauken, NJ 
08109) has some FN machine-gun tri
pods that are built like the proverbial 
brick shithouse. Their ads claim the 
tripod was made for the FN MAG 58 
GPMG. 

Not so. 
I bought one for that reason, only to 

find out they will just accommodate the 
Browning M1917Al and M1919A4/ 
A6 machine guns. All the better, as 
there are no more than nine FN MAGs 
in private hands in the U.S . and 

Continued on page 77 
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"Our destinies are sometimes focused 
011 the shurp point ofa bayonet." 

President John F. Kennedy 

They lost no major battle, though they fought in a 
strange land, against a ruthless, often unseen 
enemy in America's longest war. 

Now, nearJy a generation after the Vietnam War began, 
The American Historical Foundation is proud to remem
ber these unheralded Americans and provide a truly 
individual memorial to them. 

Bayonet: Symbol of Combat 
The bayonet is the symbol of combat- the willingness 

to close with the enemy and fight eyeball to eyeball. It is 
representative of the courage of the individual trooper 
who fought the many small actions that characterized the 
warfare in Southeast Asia. 

For this tribute we selected the identical bayonet issued 
to combat troops for use on the Ml6 Rifle. 

A ~ Vietnam War Bayonet of Honor has been 
created to honor each of the four service branches- the 
Army, Marine Corps, Navy and Air Force. The first bayo
net in the series-now available-honors the U.S. Army. 

Whether or not you or a member of your family served 
in Vietnam, each of these specially made bayonets will 
give you a reneYJed sense of pride in the Americans who 
answered the call to duty. 

Each is first and foremost a combat-worthy bayonet, 
made of the identical original materials to full G. I. specifi
cations. With a total of 16 parts, including two working 
spring loaded releases, each bayonet is tested to fit the M16. 

Made by Original Wartime Maker 
Each re-issue bayonet for this Collection is made in the 

U.S.A. by the original wartime maker - Imperial Knife 
Company. They are using the same original tooling that 
they used during the Vietnam War. 

However, that's where all similarity ends ... 
•The 6'/8 '' blade is heat treated, high carbon steel, pol

ished to a mirror finish and deeply acid etched with a 
tribute inscription and a jungle scene with a dragon and 
serpent, symbolic of warfare in Southeast Asia. The 
blade is hard flash chromed to assure lasting beauty and 
gold-gilt and black enamel infilled for contrast. 

•The grips are specially made of highly polished black 
phenolic, checkered to the authentic G.I. pattern and in
set with a full color cloisonne medallion of the service 
branch insignia. 

• 24-karat gold is thickly plated on the crossguard, two 
releases, butt, two grip screws and two grip nuts - after 
they are polished to a mirror finish. 

• After the craftsman carefully files, fits and peens together 
the 16 components that make up this bayonet, he inspects 
it in all particulars and tests it for fit on the Ml6. Then 
the individual limited edition serial number is engraved 
on the blade reverse. 

•Finally, the numbered Certificate of Authenticity is 
matched with the bayonet, ready to deliver to you. 

Limited Edition Of 2500 
Although more than 2,500,000 Americans served in Viet

nam, only 2.500 of each Vietnam Bayonet of Honor will 
ever be made, to further assure each Bayonet of Honor 
rarity, respect and value as a collectible. Serial No. 1 of 
each bayonet will be presented to the Vietnam Veteran's 
Memorial Fund for the recognition they have given to all 
Vietnam veterans. 

Contributions will also be made by the Foundation to 
Vietnam veterans' organizations, to help them perpetuate 
the memory of those who served and to help establish a 
Vietnam War Exhibit in The American Historical Founda
tion Museum. 

First Option, Without Obligation 
As an added advantage, you will be guaranteed the 

opportunity, without obligation, to reserve subsequent 
Bayonets of Honor in this series with the same serial 
number- so you can systematically acquire a complete 
matched set. These tributes- one to the Marine Corps, 
one to the Air Force and one to the Navy- can be reserved 
by you, one bayonet at a time, in the months ahead. Each 
will have different blade etchings and grip medallions 
bearing the symbol of the service branch. 
· You may also reserve the optional display case, which 
is covered and lined with jungle green velvet, with the silk 
ribbon from the Vietnam Service Medal mounted across 
the inner lid. It is fitted with two closure clasps to store and 
display your bayonet. The cases are color coordinated for 
each service branch. 

How To Reserve: Satisfaction Guaranteed 
You may easily place your reservation with a sm all 

deposit, and credit cards are accepted. You may call toll 
free (800-368-8080), use the reservation on this page or 
personally visit. Satisfaction is guaranteed, and there are 
no shipping charges. For an additional $15 we will per
sonalize your bayonet by engraving your name, rank and 
serial number on the blade reverse.. 

When you place your reservation, you will also be made 
a Member of The American Historical Foundation, join
ing men such as yourself in 29 countries around the 
world who share an interest in- and who helped make
America's great military history. You will also receive spe
cial information concerning the care and collecting of 
military arms and advance notice of all Foundation mili
tary projects. 

RESERVATION 
Sarisfaction Guuranrced or Rerurn in 30 Days for Full Refund 

To: The American Historical Foundation 
1022 Wesf Franklin Street~ Depr. A3 0 
Richmond, Virginiu 23220 
Telephone: (804) 353· 1812 
24·hour toll free reserva tions: t800) 368·8080 

Yes, I wish to reserve each of the following limited edition 
Vietnam \l\'ar Bayonets of Honor \.v:ith 24-karat gold plating. 
No shipping charges. Satisfaction guaranteed. 
__ Entire Series ___ Army _ __ Navy 

___ Marine Corps ___ Air Force 

0 Please also send the velvet display case, at $24 each, for 
each Bayonet reserved. 

0 My deposit (or credit card authorization) of 539 is en
closed. Please 0 charge or D invoice the balance due 
per Bayonet. 

0 in two equal monthly payments . 
0 ;n full . 

0 My payment in full is enclosed (Sl89 per Bayonet; display 
case, add $24 ). 

Name ...... . . .. . . .•.. .•... .... ... ... .....• 

Address .. .. ..............•• . ... . . . ... . . .. . • 

For Visa, MasterCard or American Express, please send account 
number, expiration dat e and signature. Virginia residents add tax. 





IN REVIEW 
TELL IT TO THE MARINES. By 
Jack Lewis. Charger Books, Dept. 
SOF, 34249 Camino Capistrano, 
Capistrano Beach, CA 92624. 
1983. 243 pp. $12.95. Review by 
Dale A. Dye. 

WHEN my friend Jack Lewis first 
jammed it to the straight-laced estab
lishment with this book back in 1966, I 
thought only a Marine could fully enjoy 
his slapshots. On second reading of the 
hardback edition , I've decided that's 
too narrow a view. It' s also unfair to 
veterans of Korea (and ever after) in all 
sorts of uniforms who have run afoul or 
been befriended by the bad guys and 
good guys who populate the chain of 
command above and below us. 

It's a brilliant, enjoyable admixture 
of comedy and human pathos that sur
passes the strictly Marine orientation of 
the story. Lewis has called on his ex
tensive - sometimes embarrassing -
experiences in Korea where he served 
as a Public Information (it was called 
Informational Services back then) Offi
cer with a Marine aviation outfit. That 
very setting keeps the author from wal
lowing in cliches while he deals with 
some genuinely emotional issues. 

The most obvious - and the most 
fa miliar to Korea veterans - is his no
wi n re lationship with one of the 
thousands of Korean orphans who 
populated rea r areas during th e 
" United Nations Police Action. " Lewis 
is skillful enough with characters and 
plot to win this battle and the bond that 
develops between his virginal First 
Lieutenant McCorkle and Henry, the 
North Korean foundling who claims to 
be both Marine and enemy spy, is gen
uinely moving. 

But don't break out the crying towel 
when you crack the spine on Lewis' 
work. There are many more laughs 
than tears inside this book. In fact , 
Lewis plays many of the most familiar 
military scenes skillfully enough to 
bring a smile to even the most jaded 
campaigner. People who have plotted 
to produce "Torpedo Juice," " Raisin 
Jack," " Purple Jesus" or any of the 
infinite varieties of illegal booze while 
deployed in the field will love the 
scheme concocted to keep Lt. 
McCorkle's band of bandits suitably 
stewed and out of trouble with the 
brass. 

There is some combat ac tion in 
Lewis' book and it's a most unusual 
encounter for modern war literature. A 
significant scene involves taking mo-
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lion pictures of an air strike on enemy 
positions. It's most unlikely and all-too
familiar for th ose of us who have 
humped a camera a long with our 
weapons into combat. There are few 
writers who can hand you a believable 
war story involving air combat when 
the narrator is on the ground rather 
than in th e cockpit , create a view 
through the camera lens or make an 
improbable foray in front of the lines. 
Lewis does all this and still manages to 
mix it delicately with sacrifice and hero-

ism. He pulls the whole thing off with 
panache and keeps the heavy psycho
logical stuff to a mimimum. 

Particularly amusing are the repeat
edly frustrated efforts of Korean-era 
REMFs to burn the band of Marine 
combat correspondents and photog
raphers off the lunatic fringe and boil 
them in oil. Those of us who have 
defied the regulations in combat to 
bring a little of our own twisted person
alities to the war zone can genuinely 
appreciate seeing guys like Lieutenant 
Colonel John Ethyl Lionel Barrymore 
(he changed his name legally from 
Baronofsky after serving ~ technical 
adviser on a John Wayner'tar movie) 
get demoted from Wing 'G-3 to glor
ified police sergeant after failing to nail 
McCorkle and his misfits. 

Tell It To the Marines is replete 
with genuine Korean-era jargon and 
dialogue that remains fresh with con
tinued re-reading. Lewis is a master at 
weaving a confrontation between his 
characters that tells us more about 
them than he could possibly build into 
the narrative. It is one of the book's 
greatest pl e asures and strongest 
points. 
SOF readers will not have to claim ser
vice in the Corps or in Korea to enjoy 
this classic military misadventure. It's 
light reading at its refreshing best. ~ 
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THE AR-15/M16: A PRACTICAL GUIDE 

THE COLT .45 EXOTIC WEAPONS SYSTEM 
The ultimate selective-fire conversion for the famed Coll 
.45 is here! All original com ponents are retained, and only 
three functional parts have been added. each of which can 
be built using common hand tools. The ingenious auto
matic tripping device-a feature never before incorporated 
in any machine pistol of !his type-provides for trouble-free 
operation. A revolutionary, compact, removable folding 
metal front grip aids in controlling the gun when Ii ring full 
auto. Carefully researched and thoroughly tested for relia
bility, this conversion system works with outstanding ac
curacy and safety. 9 x 12. soflcover. illus .. photos. templates. 
BB pp. $12.00 

fiti l!ll!lf6F '6'i 

KOGA 
NINJA 

TIGER SCROLL OF THE 
KOGA NINJA 
by Jay Sensei 

Passed down through the ages from 
master to disc iple. the tiger scroll 
transmitted the secret ways of the 
Koga, an infamous Nin1a clan. The 
weapons. tra ining and techn1quesol 
these assassins are revealed in 
Enghsh for the first time. Numerous 
tllustrations show how the Koga 
mastered seemingly magical pow
ers. 5y, x 8'h, softcover. illus .. 96 pp. 

$8.00 

SILENCERS IN THE 1980S 
Gre.it Designs, Gret1t Designers 

By J. David Trub y 
No w. an in-depth . fully illustrated report on the newest 
developments in suppressor technology . J . David Truby 
provides all-new info on the innovative designs of today 's 
suppressor designers, plus explosive data on those who 
use them. His investigat ive research gives definitive 
comparisons o f models . prices. features . kits . indepen
dent manufacture"s, and silence r technology . You 'll not 
read this privy info anywhere else! 8 ~ x 11 . softcover , 132 
pnotos. 120 pp. $12.00 
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,NINJA 
SHUBIKEN 
THROWING 
'-ID I \\I \'I\\ I I 

GET EVEN: 
The Complete Book of Dirty Tricks 
A hilarious overview of lhe methods 
people use to get even with big busi 
ness, government, and enemies. 
More soph1st1cated and involved 
rncks are included. such as ones 
devised by CIA and Malia members 
and political dirty tricksters. Over 80 
sections present dirty !ricks ranging 
from the simple to the etaborate. 51h 
x 8'h. hardcover. 192 pp. $12.95 

NINJA SHURIKEN THROWING 
The Wet1pon ot Stet1lth 

by Sid Campbell 
Silent, deadly, treacherous, easily 
hidden. Each of these words de
scribes the invincible Ninja- and 
his lethal weapon . the shuriken 
("Throwing Star"). Shuriken styles 
and composition , gripping and 
throwing methods. lrajector,; target 
areas, penetration characteristics, 
fighting tactics, and more are in
cluded. S1h x 8112. softcover. illus .. 
photos. 152pp. $12.00 

16 SOLlllER Of FORTUNE 

by Duncan Long 

The AR-15 is so revered that nations around the globe have adopted it-or many of its 
features- for use by their own armies. Now comes the definitive book on the rifle that has 
been the inspiration for so many modern assault rifles. Should you wish to build your own 
AR-15 / M 16 or convert it to auto fire, Duncan Long suppl ies you with lists of parts and tools 
needed for the task and detailed step-by-step instructions. Virtually any accessory you may 
wjsh to acquire for your AR-15 is listed. Exploded diagrams for field stripping are included, as 
are parts suppliers and sources for additional product information. Invaluable to the M16 
owner, this comprehensive book also covers assembly and disassembly, conversion kits and 
modifications, troubleshooting, ammunition, combat use, military use and testing, night-vision 
equipment, and more. 8V2 x 11 , softcover. illus .. photos. 168 pp. $14.95 

COMMANDO 
DAGGER 

COMMANDO DAGGER 
The Complete lllustrt1ted History of 
the Fairbt1irn-Sykes Fighting knife 

by Leroy Thompson 
The most widely recognized fighting 
knife, the F-S dagger made the vital 
difference 1n many hand - to-hand 
struggles. For the first time, here's a 
comprehensive. heavily illustrated 
re ference on the F-S and its de
scendants. Over 60 knives are de 
tailed an photos with accom panying 
specs. 81/1 x 11 , clothbound, 189 
photos. 1 76 pp. $25.00 

HOW TO GET ANYTHING ON ANYBODY 
by Lee Lapin 

Get the goods on others like they're getting the goods on 
you with this encyclopedia of advanced investigative and 
surveillance techniques. CalleQ "possibly the most dan
gerous book," this book tells how to get any info you want 
about whomever you want- and how they (including Big 
Bro) are getting into your private in fo . Here are expert ways 
to secretly bug any target. over 100 sou rces for equipment 
and superspy systems, lockpick technology, how poly· 
graphs and voice lie detectors can be tricked, counter
measure equipment, and much, much more. Your peace ol 
mind is worth the price of this book! 8V2 x 11 , softcover, 
illus .. 264 pp. $30.00 

SECRETS OF THE NINJA 
by l15hida Kim 

This is the res/ thing-one of the few 
complete, hardcover studies of this 
terrifying and deadly martial art. Text 
and photos illustrate Ninja princi 
ples of invisibili ty, covert entry, 
escape and evasion, assassina!!oo, 
sentry removal, meditat ion. mind 
clouding and much more. 51/2 x 81h, 
hardcover, 200 photos. 168 pp. 

$16.95 

THE MINl-14 EXOTIC WEAPONS SYSTEM 
Use this home workshop guide to convert your Mini into a 
selective-fire, silenced. S.W.A.T.-type weapon capable of 
field-clearing firepower. Provides complete workshop 
plans, 40 close-up photos and full -scale templates. This 
conversion process requires no machining or special tools. 
Once completed, ii takes just five minutes to drop in the 
Automatic Connector (the book's secret!) or remove it as 
needed. Also includes detailed plans for a quick-and-easy 
caliber .223 silencer. 9 x 12, softcover. photos, templates. 
n~ ~~ 

MAD AS HELL 
A Muter Tome of Revengemt1nsh,p 
Tired of feeling like the underdog? 
Lei Mad As Hell put you on top of 
your enemies as you become a mas
ter of revengemanship. Learn how to 
get even with a two-timing lover, an 
overbearing boss. bothersome mail
order companies, and others. Here 
are over 120 peevish pranks to re-
duce your mark to a whimpering 
mass of paranoia. For entertainment 
only! 5'h x 81h, hardcover. 168 pp. 

$12.95 

U.S. MARINE CORPS DESERT HANDBOOK 
Could you survive in the desert for any period of time? 
Would you know how to keep sand and dust from destroy
ing your vehic le, weapon or communication equipment, or 
how to treat a scorpion bite? This comprehensive hand
book. issued to the 27th Marines. 7th Amphibious Brigade, 
g ives you the answers to these questions and much more. 
Desert types and characteristics; military aspects of 
deserts; effects of radiant light, static electricity and 
extreme heat on equipment, desert driving techniques: first 
aid: and emergency survival techniques are just some o f the 
topics. 5 1h x 8V1. soflcover, illus., 96 pp. $8.00 

WARRIOR SECRETS 
A Handbook of the Mutial Arts 

by Keith Yares 
Masters and champions of karate. 
tai chi chuan. ninjutsu . aikido, jeet 
kune do. hapkido. kenpo. wushu. 
judo, tae kwon-do, 1u -1utsu and 
kung fu share their secrets with you . 
The traditions. historical develop
ment. and physical and mental train
ing of these arts are covered.as well 
as techniques against street attacks. 
5V2 x 8 V2. so ftcover, ill~s .. photos. 
200 pp. $10.00 

SPECIAL FORCES OPERATIONAL TECHNIQUES 
In every respect, except for our weatherproof cover and 
handy pocket size, this is an exact reprint of the famous 
Army Field Manual 31-20.All illustrations and everyone of 
the 535 pages of vital information are included. Chapters 
include intelligence, psych ops, raids and ambushes, 
commun ications, demolition, survival, improvised weep· 
onry and much, much more! 4 x 5, softcover, illus., 535 pp. 

$14.95 

DEAD CLIENTS DON'T PAY 
The Bodyguard's Mt1nut1I 

by Leroy Th ompson 
Now. learn the business of body
guarding like it really is! Topics in
clude checking for auto tampering, 
home and office security, weapons ' 
selection. assessing the threats and 
more. Illustrations detail car and 
grounds security. Here are the 
glamour, the guns, the facts of the 
trade. 51h x 81h, softcover, 120 pp. 

$10.00 

COMBAT SURVIVAL 
An extremely useful, complete man
ual on physical and combat survi
val , training and tactics. Contains 
rare info on evading and silencing 
guard dogs, sabotage, intelligence 
gathering, survival navigation, primi
tive medicine, evasion and escape, 
animal traps and much more! 81h x 
11. softcover. illus .. 160 pp. $14.95 
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OTHER FASCINATING TITLES 
SURVIVAL 

HENLEY'S BOOK Of FORMULAS . . . ... $17.95 
SURVIVAL! USAF MANUAL64-5. . .. $ 8.00 
NUCLEAR WAR SURVIVAL SKILLS . . . .... $ 9.95 
NEVER SAY DIE . . . ...... $ 8.00 
BETTER READ THAN DEAD . . . . . • • . . . . • . . $14.95 
SALOON SURVIVAL . $ 6.00 
SURVIVALIST'S MEDICINE CHEST ....... $ 5.95 
SURVIVAL MEDICINE . . . . . .... $ 8.00 
URBAN ALERT!. . . . .... $14.95 
ALIVE IN THE DESERT . • $ 8.00 
LIFE OR DEATH!.... . .. . $14.95 
SURVIVAL SHOOTING . . . . .. $10.00 
BROWN'S ALCOHOL FUEL COOKBOOK. . .$ 9.95 
EVERYMAN'S GUIDE TO FINANCIAL SURVIVAL ..... $11 .95 
EATING CHEAP ...... $ 8.00 
RAGNAR'S TALL TALES . . .......... $ 6.00 
LIFE AFTER DOOMSDAY. ... . ... $19.95 
CHECKLIST FOR SURVIVAL ........... $ 5.95 
LIVE OFF THE LAND IN THE CITY & COUNTRY .... $16.95 
CRISIS PREPAREDNESS HANDBOOK . . . $14.95 
SURVIVAL EVASION AND ESCAPE .......... $10.00 

MILITARY SCIENCE 
RANGER HANDBOOK .... $ 8.00 
PA TROLLING & TRACKING . . . $ 5.00 
RHODESIAN SAS COMBAT MANUAL . $14.95 
THE SCOUT . . ......................... . . $ 6.00 
COMBAT TRAINING OF THE INDIVIDUAL SOLDIER . $10.00 
REAL SOLDIERS OF FORTUNE . . ................. $12.95 
WOMEN AT WAR . . . . . • . . . . . . . . . . . $ 6.00 
ALLIED VS AXIS AIRCRAFT .. . .. $ 6.95 
GERMAN TANK & ANTITANK . . . . ..... $12.50 
U.S. SINGLE SHOT MARTIAL PISTOLS . ..... ..... $ 5.00 
TANKS & ARMORED VEHICLES. . . $12.95 
U.S. CARTRIDGE COMPANY'S COLLECTION 

OF FIREARMS . . ....... $ 6.00 
WAR STORY . . . . . . . .. • . . . . . .......... ... . ... $14.95 
MERC: AMERICAN SOLDIERS OF FORTUNE ........ $1,4.95 
SPECIAL FORCES RECONNAISSANCE 

HANDBOOK . . . . $14.95 

MONEY & FREEDOM 
CONSTRUCTION OF SECRET HIDING PLACES . 
PRIVACY. HOW TO GET IT .. 

.. $ 8.00 
.. $14.95 
.. . $ 6.00 
. $10.00 

.$ 9.95 

DON'T BECOME THE VICTIM . 
HOW TO HIDE ANYTHING . 
METHODS OF DISGUISE ..... . . 
EVERYMAN'S GUIDE TO TAX HAVENS 
THE ARMCHAIR MILLIONAIRE .. 
SAVE YOUR LICENSE ..... ... .... . 

. . .. $ 6.00 
..... $ 8.95 
... $10.95 

KNIVES & KNIFE FIGHTING 
BLOODY IRON ........... . 
COLD STEEL. 
BASIC MANUAL OF KNIFE FIGHTING . 
KNIFE DIGEST, HARD COVER . . 
SLASH & THRUST ... . . . 
UNARMED AGAINST THE KNIFE .. . . 

.. $10.00 

.. $14.95 
. $ 5.00 

. $12.95 
. $ 8.00 

. .. $ 8.00 

GUERRILLA WARFARE 
TOT AL RESIST ANGE • . ... . ............ $14.95 
AMBUSH & COUNTER AMBUSH 
GUERRILLA WARFARE . 

. .s 5.00 
...... s 8.oo 

MONEY-BACK GUARANTEE! 

PALADIN PRESS WELCOMES ORIGINAL 
MANUSCRIPTS ON ANY OF THE ABOVE 
SUBJECT CATEGORIES 

DEALER INQUIRIES INVITED 
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WEAPONS 
HOME WORKSHOP GUNS VOL 1 

THE SUBMACHINE GUN ... 
HOME WORKSHOP GUNS VOL. 2 

THE HANDGUN . 
AUTO & CONCEALABLE FIREARMS DESIGN 

$10.00 

. $10.00 

BOOK 1 ....... $12.00 
AUTO & CONCEALABLE FIREARMS DESIGN 

BOOK 2 
AUTO & CONCEALABLE FIREARMS DESIGN 

BOOK3 
EXOTIC WEAPONS" . •. . . .. . .... . 
IMPROVISED WEAPONS OF THE 

AMERICAN UNDERGROUND . 

$12.00 

..... $12.00 
.$ 9.95 

TM 9- 1005-21 1-12 PISTOL CALIBER 45 AUTO .. 
... $10.00 
. . . . $ 5.00 

.. $ 5.00 TM 9-1005-223-35 RIFLE M14 7.62 MM . . . 
TM 9-1005-249-12 RIFLE M 16 5.56 MM .. . 
TM 9-1005-222-35P RIFLE M1 CALIBER 30 .... 
THE FIGHTING RIFLE . 

. ..... $ 5.00 
• . $ 5.00 

. . $12.95 
.... $ 5.00 TM RIFLE SPRINGFIELD CAL 30 

FULL AUTO VOL 1 (AR- 15) ... . .. . . $ 6.00 
FULL AUTO VOL 2 (UZI) .. . 
FULL AUTO VOL 3 (MAC 10) . 
QUICK OR DEAD •... 
SPECIAL FORCES FOREIGN 

WEAPONS HANDBOOK .. .. 

. .. . .... $ 6.00 
. . . ......... . $ 6.00 

. •. $12.95 

. . $19.95 

POLICE SCIENCE 
THE S.WAT. TEAM MANUAL . . . ................ $12.00 
DETECTIVE'S PRIVATE INVESTIGATION 

TRAINING MANUAL. .. . .. $14.95 
KILL OR GET KILLED . . $19.95 
THE DEADLY ROUTINE . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ... $14.95 
TRAINING THE GUNFIGHTER . . . . $24.95 
D.E.A. NARCOTICS INVESTIGATOR'S MANUAL. ... . . $50.00 
S.W.A.T. TACTICS . . . $10.00 
POLICE TACTICS IN ARMED OPERATIONS $19.95 
COMPLETE BOOK OF COMBAT HANDGUNNING ... $12.95 
HOT CARS• . . .$ 7.00 
PRACTICAL GUIDE FOR PRIVATE 

INVESTIGATORS . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . • . • . . $ 8.95 

SELF-DEFENSE 
FLEXIBLE WEAPONS . . ... $ 8.00 
PRINCIPLES OF PERSONAL DEFENSE . . .$ 5.00 
DEAL THE FIRST DEADLY BLOW .. $14.00 
GET TOUGH . ... $14.95 
COMBAT WITHOUT WEAPONS ...... , ... . •• , .. .. . $ 5.00 
FIREARMS SELF-DEFENSE .. . . .... ... . .. . , • . . $19.95 
ARE YOU A TARGET?. . .... $ 9.95 
BELOW THE BELT ....... . $14.95 
SAVE YOUR LIFE DEFENSE HANDBOOK ... $ 7.95 
FIGHT FOR YOUR LIFE'. . .... $ 8.00 
WEAPONS OF THE STREET ............... . , .. ... $ 8.00 

MARTIAL ARTS 
BOOK OF THE NINJA . . . . . . . . . . . . .$ 9.95 
COMPLETE BOOK OF KARATE WEAPONS . . . .. $14.95 
TANG SQQ DO . . ... $ 8.00 
JU-JUTSU AND JUDO ...•... $ 6.00 
COMPLETE BOOK OF TAEKWON DO FORMS ... . .. $14.95 
NINJA SECRETS OF INVISIBILITY . . . . . • $10.00 
NINJUTSU: THE ART OF INVISIBILITY . . ...... . .. .... $ 4.95 

EXPLOSIVES & DEMOLITION 
IMPROVISED MUNITIONS BLACK BOOK 

VOL 1 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . ...• $10.95 
IMPROVISED MUNITIONS BLACK BOOK 

VOL 2 . . .. .. $10.95 
IMPROVISED MUNITIONS BLACK BOOK 

VOL 3 ... . .... ................... $16.95 
BOOBYTRAPS .. . . $ 8.00 
HI-LOW BOOM . . . . . ............ $ 6.00 
ass SABOTAGE & DEMOLITION MANUAL ......... $15.95 
THE CHEMISTRY OF POWDER & EXPLOSIVES $14.95 
ELEMENTS OF EXPLOSIVE PRODUCTION .. .. .$ 5.00 
USMC DESTRUCTION BY DEMOLITION . . . $14.95 

SNIPING & MARKSMANSHIP 
PRINCIPLES OF QUICK KILL . .................. . ... $ 8.00 
SNIPING- U.S. MARINE CORPS $10.00 
U.S. ARMY SNIPER TRAINING MANUAL $14.95 
PICTORIAL HISTORY OF U.S. SNIPING .. $19.95 

SILENCERS 
SILENCERS FOR HAND FIREARMS . 
QUIET KILLERS VOL 1 .. ....... . .. . 
QUIET KILLERS VOL 2 . . . 
SILENCERS. PA TT ER NS AND PRINCIPLES 

VOL 1. 
SILENCERS, PATTERNS AND PRINCIPLES 

VOL 2 ... ... .. .. . . . 
FIREARM SILENCERS VOL 2 . 
FOREIGN SILENCER PATENTS 

TERRORISM 

. $11.95 
.$ 8.00 

. .. . $ 8.00 

. . $12.95 

. . $12.95 
. $14.95 

.. $15.00 

LIVING IN TROUBLED LANDS.. . ...... $14.95 
HOW TERRORISTS KILL .. . . . . ............. $ 8.00 
THE HOSTAGE-TAKERS. . . . $12.00 
GETAWAY DRIVING TECHNIQUES FOR ESCAPE ... . $ 5.95 
POLITICAL KIDNAPPING . . . . . . .. .... ...... $ 6.00 

'-····----------------·····Call TOLL FREE for credit card orders: 
I t PALADIN PRESS 1-800-824-7888; Ask fo r Ope rator #249 . 

I PO BOX 1307-.JIVIS Alaska & Hawaii 1~24-7919 
BOULDER, CO 80306 ~ Send $1 for lates't PALADIN CATALOG • 

I Phone (303) 443-7250 ~ Catalog free with order. 

I I Please send me the following titles: 
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I 
I 
I 

Payme nt : D CheckorMoneyOrder,D VISA,D MasterCard, Exp. Date __ _ 
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I NAME _________________ _ 

I I ADDRESS -----------------

• CITY ________ sJATE---ZIP ____ _ 

SUBTOTAL ~----

Please include 
$3.00 postage 
and handling ___ _ 

TOTAL ____ _ 
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In 1975 Richard Delany was pla
toon commander in A Company, De
pot Rhodesia Regiment, training cen
ter for most of the Rhodesian Army. 
He was working with Intake 154 and 
had about 50 18-year-old National 
servicemen under his command in 
three platoons. Just how easy was it to 
tum these young troopers into profi
cient bushfighters? 

GRADUATION exercises were 
tough in the Rhodesian Army ... they 
had to be. Rhodesian soldiers went 
from training straight into a war for 
national survival against a ruthless and 
well-supplied enemy. Sometimes we 
thought it was a bit rough to pit recruits 
against the gung-ho volunteers of the 
Rhodesian Special Air Service (SAS) , 
but that was the best competition we 
could get. Thank God and the General 
Staff, the SAS only used blanks. 

Llewellin Barracks was known as a 
tough training station, but the recruits 
were always eager· to hit the bush for 
the final exercises. Though ammo was 
blank, our bush was real. COIN (coun
terinsurgency) ops couldn't get any 
more rear without bullets. 

South of our barracks near Bula
wayo, we trained along the fringes of 
the Tshatshani Tribal Trust Land 
(TTL). One reason our training was so 
much like combat was the constant 
care we took, so close to guerrilla sym
pathizers in the Tribal Trust. Mugabe's 
ZANLA terrorists found food and ref
uge too close to our training area for us 
to relax. 

The evening of our graduation ma
neuvers, our troops were digging in 
and camouflaging ournight laager. We 
knew we could expect the SAS recce 
teams by morning. All the troops had 
to do to score high marks was to keep 
these long-servii:e veterans of Africa's 
dirtiest bush war from infiltrating. The 
recruits were as worried as they should 
have been. 

Since we had warning, there was 
time to take countermeasures. We 
organized a mock night ambush with 
20 troops and my Lance Corporal 
assistant instructor. We had recced a 
good site about two kilometers from 
our platoon base camp and the student 
group leaders went about placing their 
troops with the aplomb of experts. 

The killing group would be located 
atop a small rise near the intersection 
of a trail and dry stream bed. Two stop 
groups would be positioned along the 
trail itself. Each man, including the two 
MAG gunn.ers, had a full issue of blank 
ammunition, and the student ambush 
commander had pop-up cluster ilium 
flares. 

I would send the SAS recce patrol 
through the ambush area just before 
dawn. Three tours in Vietnam taught me 
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1·wAS THERE 
Where Did I Go Wrong? 

by Dick Delany as told to John W. Coleman 

Tough training in the bush Is much 
like combat for these Rhodesian 
troops. 

that ambush discipline and alerrness 
usually go to hell just before sunup. 

The troops moved out just after 
dusk. Within an hour 1 received four 
clicks from the ambush patrol's trans
mit button. They were in position. Ev
ery half hour two more clicks came 
across. At least the radio operator was 
still awake. 

At night, the Rhodesian bush was 
dead quiet. As I nodded off in my field 
cot, I was jolted awake by the sound of 
hundreds of blank rounds cutting 
loose. The ambush had been sprung. 
Intense fire lasted for about a minute, 
then tapered off. Occasional shots 
blasted the dark silence. A white star
cluster flare pierced the black sky, then 
lazily burned itself out as the fragments 
fell back to earth. Our patrol had 
tripped up the SAS! 

But so-mething was wrong. I glanced 
at my watch . 0200 hours. The SAS 
shouldn' t have left its camp yet. I 
grabbed the A-30 radio handset and 
addressed the second-in-command. 

"Sun Ray Minor, this is Sun Ray. 
What's your sitrep?" 

"This is Sun Ray Minor," the cor
poral responded. "We blew the bush 
on seven or eight of ' em, but I couldn' t 
see who they were. The first two god
damn pop flares were duds." 

I gave the corporal "stand by" and 
thought about the situation. The 
ambush party had to have caught 
members of the SAS still training in the 
area. Who else could they have been? 

I ordered the signalman to notify 
company HQ that an SAS patrol work
ing in our area had been ambushed. 

But company HQ wasn' t so easily 
convinced. 

There was just enough light to see 
the signaller's confused expression as 
he entered my tent. "Sergeant De-

Lany, I just got word from HQ. They 
verified with the SAS blokes that there 
were no SAS patrols within five miles 
of here last night. " 

It was time to hump to the ambush 
site. That's where the answers would 
be. 

When I asked the lance corporal for 
a report, he told me the first stop group 
had seen bodies moving across its 
front, and had signalled the killing par
ty. The ambush commander had 
alerted his group and initiated fire with 
his FN. As the rest of the troops opened 
up simultaneously, the enemy had 
scattered in a frenzy. A few ran through 
the second stop group but most had 
stayed within the killing zone by run
ning directly away from the main 
ambush. The corporal was sure that if 
live ammo had been used there would 
have been at least a 90-percent kill 
rate. 

Then the lance corporal and I sur
veyed the ambush area. Instead of 
boot prints, we found molds of bare 
feet pressed into the sand where men 
had run in all directions at once after 
the kill group opened fire , and then 
high-tailed down the wash, straight 
into the muzzles of the stop group. A 
textbook ambush. 

Surely the SAS hadn' t gone in bare
foot. Someone else had stumbled into 
our classroom. Who? I was still trying 
to answer that question when I found a 
green-lacquered steel cartridge case. 
Terrs. 

Our "blank" ambush had attacked 
and defeated an armed ZANLA patrol 
headed into the Tshatshani TTL. 
Seven shit-scared terrorists were prob
ably still running. 1 explained this to the 
corporal as he gave the casings an un
usually careful inspection. 

" You know, sarge ," he said 
thoughtfully, " the blanks those guys 
were using sounded awfully damned 
loud."~ 
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Knifeco P.O. Box 5271, Hial eah Lakes, FL 33014 

Please send me, 
D 1 Survival Kni1e @ $19.95 plus $3.00 for shipping & handling. 
D 2 Survival Knives @ $38.00 plus $3.00 tor shipping & handling. 
Specify, 
D Camouflage handle with green sheath & black coated blade. 
D Black handle with black sheath & stainless blade. 
Florida Resident add 5% sales tax. 
Caialog only $2.00 D Free with order 
D Check enclosed 0 Money Order 
Charge my D MasterCard D Visa 
Credit Card No. 

I I I I I I I I I I 
Expiration Date ._I _.__.__.__.__.__.__._ ...... I__,\ 

Authorized Signature ______________ _ 

Name -------------------

Address ------------------
City ________ State ____ Zip ___ _ 

SF 



OUTFITTERS OF THE PROFESSIONALS 
SOF EXCHANGE • P.O. Box 687, Boulder, CO 80306 
Phone(303)449-3750 

#1015 - SOF 10th ANNIVERSARY Long 
sleeve T-shirt. Backed w/ SOF World Tour. 100% 
cotton. Navy. $12.95 

#5010 - COMBAT SURVIVAL KIT. Designed 
specifically for military use, the Combat Survival Kit 
contains a very comprehensive range of survival, 
escape-and-evasion and first-aid items. Packed in a tin 
that will fit the breast pocket of a combat smock. 
Co11tents: Tin (cooking pot, drinking cup) , Handle, 
Lid with Heliograph, Hacksaw blade with sharpened 
erid, Wire Saw, Wind and Waterproof matches, Flint 
and Steel, Candle, Cotton Wool, Potassium Perman
ganate, Water Carrier, Snare, Fish Hooks (3) , 10-
meter line, Single-edged razor blades (2), Brass but
ton compass, Adhesive Dressings (various) , Safety 
pins, Needle, Salt Tablets, Sutvival Aide Memoire, 
Instructions , Notepaper , Pencil , Masking Tape. 
$29.95. 

# 1016- SOF Sweat Pants. Navy, 50/50 cotton/ 
poly blend. S,M,L,XL. $13.95 

#5020- HK Flare gun with 10 red flares. Com
pact 'and easy-to-handle flare launcher fires 19mm 
signal cartridges from a reloadable 5-round magazine. 
Flare launcher sends flares to a height of over 200 ft. 
Note: Because of its high-speed firing capabili ties, it 
can also be dangerous. Check with your local law
enforcement department to see if your HK Emergen
cy Flare Launcher must be registered as a firearm in 
your state. $68.00 
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#8012 -An Illustrated Guide to Modem Elite 
Forces by Max Walmer. A concise guide to today's 
elite forces of the world. From Australia/New Zealand 
SAS to the Soviet Union's Spetsnaz and Naval Infan 
try to the U.S. Special Forces and Rangers and 
SEALs. Over 34 units are covered from 1 7 different 
countries with headings of selection and training, uni
forms and brief special operations that they were in
volved in . 160 pages filled with b&w and color photos. 
$9.95 
#8011- Elite Fighting Units by David Eshel. A 

· comprehensive book on the world's elite forces. Start
ing with the British Commandos of WWII and the birth 
of the SAS, to the ops of the USMC in the Pacific. It 
also covers the Vietnam War, Malaya, Korea and the 
Middle East conflicts, up to the Falklands War. 205 
pages with b&w and color photos throughout. 
$19.95 

STEINER binoculars. The most Widely used mili
tary binocular in the world. 
#3003 - STEINER 6x30 Military/Marine Binocular 
$209.00 
#3004 - STEINER 7x35 Commander 
Compass/Reticle Rangefinder Binocular. $420.00 

#2001 - Soldier of Fortune Beret. 100% wool 
with liner. Maroon. Sizes 6 1/2 thru 73/4. $13. 95 
#7023 - Silver Drop Logo Badge. $8.00 

#7041- "KGB APPROVED" Stickers. Combat 
leftist bumperstickers with a "KGB APPROVED" 
sticker. Each sticker measures 1 W' x2 1/4". Roll of 10 
stickers $1.50 

#7042 - German Airborne Poster. 24" x36". 
Full Color. $8. 95 

#1014 - SOF HELICOPTER . Olive Green 
S,M,L,XL $8.95 

#2011 - Tiger Stripe Ball Cap. Tiger Stripe w/ 
black mesh. $5. 95 
#2004 - SOF Ball Cap. Black w/ yellow & red 
logo. $5.95 
#2002 - Official Soldier of Fortune Ball Cap. 
Maroon. $5.95 

#7040- SOF Coffee Mugs. Set of four (4). White 
porcelain. $19.95 . 
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OUTFITTERS OF THE PROFESSIONALS 
SOF EXCHANGE• P.O. Box 687, Boulder, CO 80306 
Phone(303)449-3750 

#1515 - Soldier of Fortune Tour Jacket 
Black nylon satin jacket with flannel lining. 
s,m,l,xl. $49.95 -

#1010 - SOF Sport Shirt 50/50 cotton/ 
poly blend. With rib-knit collar and sleeve cuffs. 
Navy. $14.95 

# 7022- SOF Beret Badge. Red enameled. 
$7.00 
# 7023 - SOF Beret Badge. Silver drop. 
$8.00 
#7024 - SOF Beret Badge. Black ano
dized. $8.00 
#7020 - SOF Logo Lapel Pin .. Red 
enameled. $2.50 
#7021-SOF Logo Lapel Pin. Silver drop. 
$6.00 

#2001 - Soldier of Fortune Beret. 100% 
wool with liner. Maroon. Sizes 6 1/2, 63/ 4, 7, 71/s, 
71/4, 73/s, 71/2, 7%, 7%. $13.95 
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Send Orders to: 

SOFEXCHANGE 
SF685 P.O. BOX 687 

BOULDER, COLORADO 80306 
Allow 60 to 90 days delivery. 

Mastercard & VISA orders welcomed. 

#7010 - SOF Belt Buckle. Pewter. $6. 95 
#7011 - SOF Belt Buckle. Stainless steel 
with red enameled logo. $9.95 
#7012 - SOF Military Style Buckle with 
silver drop iogo. $10.95 
#7013 - SOF Military Style Buckle. 
Black with black anodized logo. $11. 95 
#7014 - Web belt for Military Style 
Buckle. l '14'' Khaki. $3.00 

#7015 - Special Edition Handcrafted 
German Silver Buckle. $50.00 

#7001 - Official Soldier of Fortune 
patch. Red, white and black. $1. 95 
#7002 - Official Soldier of Fortune 
patch. Subdued. Olive drab. $1.95 
#7003 - SOF Cammo Shield patch. 
$4.95 
#7004 - El Salvador Battalion Aero
transportado patch. $4. 95 

Mall to: SOF EXCHANGE, SOF 6/85, P.O. Box 687, Boulder, CO 80306 

I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 

· We accept te le
phone. orders on 

MasterCard & 
VISA - call us at 

(303) 449-3750. 
Sony, no collect 

calls accepted! 
PLEASE INCLUDE 

Sl.75 FOR THE 
FIRST ITEM 

ORDERED - IN· 
CLUDE 75C FOR 

EACH ADDITION· 
AL ITEM FOR 

POSTAGE AND 
HANDLING. Over· 

seas orders add 
30%. PLEASE 

ALLOW 4-6 WEEKS 
FOR DELIVERY. 

ITEM # DESCRIP. COLOR QTY. SIZE PRICE 

D VISA 0 MASTERCARD Pootage & Handling 

# 3~ Sales l".:lX (CO ree.) 

Exp TOTAL AMOUNT ENCLOSED 

ADDRESS--------------------

crrv ______________ STAT£____ ZIP __ _ 

--------------------------~ 
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·o ULL knives don't cut it. Although ' 
knives are the oldest and most widely 
useful tools and weapons, they' re as 
dangerous when dull as a mishandled 
firearm. Furthermore, except for putty 
and butter knives, blades are good 
tools only if they' re sharp. The average 
pocket or belt knife is dull enough to be 
dangerous or practically useless in 
most cases. 

I can' t help the knife owner who is 
too lazy to sharpen his weapon or tool · 
and I won' t have much luck with peo
ple who are willing to accept mediocri
ty but there are some techniques that 
can tum most people into absolute 
sharpening geniuses . Here's my 
method, but be forewarned. When 
your friends discover your new-found 
skill, they will pester you to sharpen 
their knives for them. 

Now that you have been amply 
warned about the perils of becoming a 
sharpening guru, let's put a keen edge 
on things. Sharpening a knife, or any 
edged implement, is a learned, ac
quired skill. There' s no magic in
volved. It's a matter of three simple 
steps: establish a burr on the cutting 

' edge, align the burr so that it can cut, 
and refine the burr. 

You're going to need a stone. Day in 
and day out the best sharpening stone 
you can get for most knives is a soft 
Arkansas, or ' '.Washita." It has been 

Address --'---------------

City --- ------ --------
80 Page Catalogue $1.00; Free With Order 
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BATTLE 
BLADES 

by Bill Bagwell 

Keening an Edge 

RIVER 
RECON 

This big new four-color 
poster, 22"x30"features 
Miss Ruth Guerri star
ring as the River Recon. 
Armed with good looks 
and a MAC-10 SMG with 
silencer. DEL TA series 
EDITION #3. Shipped in 
mailing tube. Immediate 
shipment. 
Order No. CP-10 $7.50 

postpaid 

Visa and Mastercard 
welcome! 

DEL TA PRESS, LTD. 
P.O. Box 315 

El Dorado, AR 71731 
501/862-4772 

Soft Arkansas ls the only stone for 
sharp knives, according to Bagwell. 
Photo: Dale Andrade 

my experience that most of the syn
thetic stones are either too coarse or 
too fine to cut the exact burr required 
for a fine cutting edge. If you buy one 
of the honing kits that contain a hard 
Arkansas, a soft Arkansas, and a can of 
special honing oil, you haven't done 
too badly. 

Only two of the three items are a 
rip-off. The hard stone gives such a fine 
cut that it takes forever to get an edge, 
and that edge dulls quickly. But the 
kit's oil is the real problem. 

Light lubricating oil eliminates fric
tion. That's its job. And when you want 
to sharpen a knife, you' re trying to 
grind the edge. Oil actually prevents 
sharpening. · 

The best thing to do with the oil and 
the hard stone is to give them to some
one you aren' t fond of under the guise 
of a favor. He' ll be happy with his un
expected windfall and amazed at your 
sharpening skill. You can sharpen a 
knife with your stone and he won't be 
able to with his. 

The stone that you are looking for is 
about four inches long and about one 
and a half inches wide. Soft Arkansas 
stones will vary somewhat in rough
ness and porosity. But the one you 
want has a surface texture that feels 
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about like the shell of an egg. 
About "oil" . . . you don' t want oil, 

per se. What you' re looking for is a 
medium that will keep the steel cuttings 
from the blade in suspension. That 
keeps the tiny chips from clogging up 
the pores of the stone. Most petroleum 
distillates work well, but diesel fuel and 
charcoal lighter fluid seem to work 
bes t. (Use th e m on ly in a well 
ventilated area, away from flame or 
sparks.) The main thing is to use some
thing to keep the stone from loading 
up. If the stone does clog and stop 
cutting, simply scrub it out with diesel 
and an old toothbrush or waterless 
hand cleaner, and you're back in busi
ness. 

Now, remember what I said. The 
sharpening process involves only three 
things: establish the burr, a lign the 
burr, and refine the burr. Here's how 
we go about it. 

Lay the blade on the stone which is 
covered with the lubricant of your 
choice. Lift the back of the blade so 
when the stone cuts the steel it leaves a 
mark right on the cutting edge that is 
about the width of the mark of a ball 
point pen. Now rub the knife up and 
down the stone, and at the same time 
move the blade from point to hilt. This 
will sharpen the blade for its full length. 
This is best done with a slight rocking 
or rotary motion of the wrist as the 
blade is moved up and down the 
stone. Apply a moderate to hard pres
sure against the stone in order to force 
the stone to cut the steel. After 10 or 15 
strokes, pick the blade up, turn it over, 
and do the same thing to the other side 
of the blade. 

Now comes the crucial part, and the 
essential element of this sharpening 
technique. After both sides of the blade 
have been honed, lay the blade on the 
stone, and using pressure pull the knife 
down the stone so that you are moving 
the blade away from the cutting edge. 
No matter what anybody else ever told 
you: DO NOT GO INTO THE STONE 
AS IF YOU WERE TRYING TO 
SLICE A THIN LA YER FROM THE 
TOP OF THE STONE. Go away from 
the cutting edge. 

Now feel the side of the edge on the 
side of the blade that was up, or away 
from the stone. You should feel a slight 
burr or roughness on the side of the 
edge. If there is no burr present, go 
through the entire sharpening se
quence again. When you do get the 
burr established, turn the knife over, 
and place the burr against the stone. 
Using absolutely no pressure, pull the 
knife down the stone AWAY FROM 
THE CUTTING EDGE as before. 

What we are trying to accomplish at 
this point is to turn the burr we have 
established, from its original right angle 
to the cutting edge, to a point where it 
is in line with it. If you apply too much 
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pressure at this stage you will simply 
turn the burr from one side of the edge 
to the other. If you don' t use enough 
pressure , the burr will simply stay 
where it is. A little practice will give you 
a feel for this. Remember that this is an 
acquired skill and don' t get frustrated . 

When you have the burr where you 
can' t feel it on either side of the blade, 
then strop the edge. "Stropping" was 
something nobody had to teach a few 
decades ago when men shaved with 
straight razors but it's become another 
lost art. Take any piece of smooth
finish ed leather, your boot-top or palm 
(I use the edge of a leather knife 
sheath) and rub the knife edge briskly 
back and forth o n a lternate sides . 
Again , with the edge touching th e 
lea ther, draw the knife backward, 
away from the edge. If you have done 
this properly, your knife will now shave 
hair from your arm, and the whole 
procedure will take less than sixty 
seconds with a little practice on· your 
part. 

Some cautions are in order. First, it's 
hard to get a burr with many stainless 
steels. And in the same vein, many 
double-edged daggers will hardly take 
a burr because of the steep included 

angles on their cutting edges. That's an 
inherent design feature of this style of 
knife. Accordingly, the most difficult 
knife of all to sharpen is usually a 
double-edged dagger made of 440C 
or 154CM. When you come across 
one of these, you have to struggle for 
anything you get. 

Also, most new knives - both com
mercially-made and custom - have 
their initial cutting bevels established at 
an angle that is too acute ... akin to a 
miniature chisel. These require a bit of 
work at the outset, since you've got to 
slowly regrind the edge, and the initial 
burr will be difficult to achieve. Howev
er, once the edge is brought into 
shape, you will find sharpening much 
easier. 

This techniq ue will work on any 
knife, so don' t let these few warnings 
unduly disturb you. It's just that some 
styles of knives and some materials 
sharpen easier than others. This little 
system will make sharpening your 
knife one of your easiest chores once 
you understand it. . 

Just remember to keep it a secret or 
you may wind up with more knife-own
ing friends than you can handle. ~ 

SOF CONVENTION 1985 

SPECIF/CATIONS: 
STEEL 425 stainless, RC 56-58 
BLADE LENGTH 6 inches 
BLADETHICKNESS 3/16 · with 
112 " spine and fu ll lang 

ARMOR·PIERCING POINT 
Chisel grind fo r strength yet 
needle sharp 
EDGE Hollow ground razor sharp 

GRIP - Shock a bsorbing 

SKULL CRUSHER Tapered semi 
point wi th Lanyard hole 
SHEATH 

Heavy·duty black leather with 
quick-d raw velcro fastener 

... -----------------MAIL THIS NO RISK COUPON TODAY --------------••• 

,~tE~~E'"'"'""'"..,,., 1------------- Please rush this many: .... ........... . 
ADDRESS (ADO $1 + HANDLING TO COO ORDERS) 

-------------- !:.J MONEY ORDER 0 CHECK ENCLOSED S 
CALIF RE""'S>o""•-"'rs" •N""c"'Lu""o•""'s•.,.,LES'"'<>=, 

CITY ______ STATE___ZIP ____ CHARGE TO MY 0 VISA 0 MIC _____ PHONE# 

tOLO fTEEL INt~ M (LIST ALL NUMBERS ON YOUR CREDIT CARO) !EXPIRES) 

2128 UNIT D, KNOLL DR ., VENTURA, CA 93003 OR PHONE IN YOUR CREDIT CARD ORDER 
DEALER INQUIRIES INVITEIJ (805) 656·5191 TOLL FREE: (800) 255-4716 SOF 
CATALOGUE $3 L-------------- MONEY BACK (LESS POSTAGE) IF NOT SATISFIED -------- ------.J 
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u NDER most infantry combat con
ditions, if you can't be seen you can' t 
be shot. Getting shot is not the goal of 
most military exercises. It' s important 
to remain relatively invisible to a 
marauding enemy and that's primarily 
done through the proper use of c;am
ouflage. If your training in camouflage 
extends only to the wear of the tree
suits issued by Uncle Sam, you have 
some work to do before the next fire 
fight. 

Although the military doesn' t always 
see it this way, camouflage should be 
considered a basic weapon in every 
soldier's arsenal. It's just as effective as 
an M16 and often a whole lot better at 
keeping you alive. To understand what 
camouflage is all about, we need to 
take a look at exactly what camouflage 
does-. 

Any soldier or group of soldiers 
moving toward an objective is going to 
have to deal with an alert enemy on the 
lookout for them. The enemy observa
tion takes two primary forms - direct 
and indirect. 

Direct observation usually means an 
enemy patrol has spotted you. They 
may have smelled, seen or heard your 
movement but the detection was by 
human beings. Indirect observation 
usually involves the use of sensors, de
tection enhancement devices, radar, 
cameras or other remote equipment 
which picks up some tell-tale indicator. 
The key to success in avoiding detec
tion is to fool the observer or his equip
ment. 

Shape, color, texture , shadow, 
shine and movement attract the prying 
eyes of enemy observers. The only 
way to disguise them is to change them 
and that's where the art of camouflage 
comes into play. If you can keep the 
enemy from spotting anything that 
looks out of the ordinary, chances are 
good that he won't even notice you. 

Be careful to do it right. Camouflage 
that is improperly applied is as useless 
as no camouflage at all. It might even 
help the enemy locate you. Observers 
who know something is out there are 
going to be looking extra hard for any
thing out of place. So know the terrain 
and vegetation patterns of the area in 
which you will be operating. 

Camouflage considerations should 
come under pre-mission planning. Re
con of terrain and analysis of the mis
sion will generally give soldiers. most of 
the information they need for develop
ing the necessary camouflage. Painting 
exposed skin areas is an obvious re
quirement if the enemy is supposed to 
mistake you for just another bush. Be 
sure to follow a few simple rules. 

All exposed skin should be covered. 
That includes the face, backs of hands, 
the neck and ears. The object of 
camouflage paint is to break the form 
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This South African trooper knows 
the value of camouflage - even in 
the barren bush. It is always 
important to cover all exposed skin 
with camo paint or mud. 

of human features into unrecognizable 
shapes. Areas of the face that reflect 
light - forehead, nose, chin and 
cheeks - get a coat of dark paint. The 
rest of the face creates shadows - use 
lighter paint, preferably green or light 
brown. Pattern is determined by sur
rounding vegetation and light. Make 
sure you know them before you go 
out. 

Everyone has his own idea as to 
which pattern works the best. Irregular 
stripes and blotching work the best for 
most Northern Hemisphere vegetation 
groups and most armys are sticking to 
some variation of that pattern. The ti
ger-stripe pattern of the Vietnam era 
was never officially adopted by the 
U.S. Army but it is still one of the best 
skin-painting .patterns around because 
it works equally well by day or night. 

Uniform and equipment camou
flage is a bit more difficult to deal with. 
Uniforms outline the human form and 
military equipment doesn 't look like 
much else in most terrain. The camo 
patterns and colors used in standard 
U.S. issue BDUs do not work well in all 
situations. It should not be considered 
sufficient by itself. You may have to 
dye your cammies to fit the colors in a 
particular operational area. If that's the 
case, do it without hesitation. In most 
wooded and urban environments the 
best pattern is a light gray/charcoal col
oring along with tan blotches. 

Blending with 
the Bush 
by Greg Walker 

No matter what color and pattern 
you use, it should be further enhanced 
by the addition of garnish to break the 
outline of the uniform and equipment. 
Garnish can be either strips of cloth 
such as burlap or natural attachments 
like vines, branches or leaves taken 
from the area in which you will oper
ate. Don't use garnish taken from one 
area and expect it to match what's 
growing in another. Replace natural 
garnish when it loses it's color. Since 
many uniform patterns are predomi
nantly dark and become a solid color 
when wet, you' ll need garnish to keep 
from looking like a large shadow 
wandering through the woods. Gar
nish will keep even a wet uniform from 
giving away your position. 

Equipment camouflage is a bi t 
tougher. You have to paint or tape 
equipment to blend with the terrain. It 
wouldn't hurt to stick some garnish on 
your gear as well. Just make sure it 
doesn't interfere with the operation of 
your weapon or access to needed gear. 
Many types of netting are available and 
make excellent camouflage when 
attached correctly. Take care not to fit 
the netting too tightly to your gear be
cause you want to disguise the shape 
not reveal it. It might also be a good 
idea to use some type of veil to disguise 
the telltale form of head and shoulders. 
The Portuguese military uses one that 
does the job perfectly. It's big enough 
to be used for almost anything you can 
think of and still fold up into a scarf
sized unit that can be worn around the 
neck. 

The goal of camouflage is to hide 
yourself from an enemy by becoming 
part of the natural surroundings. But if 
you're going to get away with it, a se
rious study of the area must be con
ducted before deployment so that the 
appropriate camouflage can be 
selected. By hiding and blending cor
rectly with the natural environment, 
anyone stands a good chance at re
maining undetected in a combat op
eration. Remember that camouflage is 
more than just face paint and a few 
sticks and leaves stuck in a helmet. It is 
an art and a military skill that takes 
continuous practice to master. ~ 
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11.S. CJJVJJ,BY~ 
WORLD'S FINEST MILITARY EQUIPMENT 

1375 N. WILSON ROAD RADCLIFF, KENTUCKY 40160 

JUNGLE HAMMOCK-GENUINE ISSUE 
If you want the real Vietnam Jungle Hammock 
then you have found It. We discovered and 
purchased this group of unlssued and authentic 
hammocks. They are strong and ready for service 
even after 13 years. Supplies are limited and this 
Is the last batch of these rare hammocks. 
SFI3-1037 ...... . .......... ... . . .. . .. . $99.95 

MILITARY 
MAP TEMPLATE 

Provides U.S. and NATO 
military .symbols along 
with a protractor for 
reading of Intersections 
and resections on military 
maps. Convenient 
I :50,000 grid aids In 
reading and estimating six 
and eight digit coor
dinates. Includes handy 
scales for Inches and 
millimeters. Flexible 
plastic for maximum 
durability. Fits easily In the Army BDU and 
USMC utility shirt pockets. 
SF05-1331 . .. ........ ... ............... $9.97 

GERMAN STYLE MAP CASE 
Developed by U.S. Troops while on field duty In 
Germany. Clear, pliable acetate with a full length 
zipper. 24 x34" . Olive drab binding. 
SF07-1142 ...... ...... .......... . ..... $12.95 

MRE'S (MEAL, READY TO EA Tl 
Taste the newest official military rations; MRE! 
Flavorful meal pack includes a meat entree, 
cracker pack, cheese spread, mixed fruit, 
beverage powder, spoon, coffee, cream substitute, 

sugar, candy, salt, 
matches and toilet tissue. 
Contents vary slightly with 
different entrees. Each 
meal · Is packaged In a 
sealed plastic envelope. 
Case of 12 meals. 
SF05-0978 . ...... . $69. 95 ....... 

NIGHT WATCH 
Intruder detection system designed to alert you 
when someone has entered your area, campsighl, 
home or farm . Once a tripwire perimeter has been 
established, you can relax. Comes complete with 
system black box, 8,000 feel of ultra-thin wire and 
earphone (used if you don't want the audible 
alarm). Two circuits 3x4x I '12 " . 7 ounces. 
SF05-1339 .. ............... . ...... .... $79.95 

GENUINE ISSUE MILITARY COT 
This Is the sophisticated new military 
cot. The bed Is made of fully taped and 
reinforced olive drab nylon. The frame 
is extruded aluminum with smooth 
nylon end-caps. Don't confuse this cot 
with surplus cots of the past made of 
wood that rots or canvas that rots. 
NSN 7105-00-935-0422. 78x30x 17". 
Folds to 37x9x4". Genuine military. 
SF05-0989 . ............... . . $99.50 

G. GORDEN LIDDY POSTER 
A coy smile greets you as you unroll this beautiful 
full color poster of one of today's most contro
versial figures. Mr. Liddy is dressed in a business 
suit and appears to be ready to give the viewer 
the business end of an UZI. Autograph printed 
across lower portion of poster. 17x22". 
SF07-2235 .............. _ ..... .......... $7.50 

EXPLORER SURVIVAL KNIFE 
For men who must live off the land and cope with 
any situation. 5 111" black blade of440C Stainless 
steel. Blade Is complete with saw, barbed wire 
cutter, clinometer and distress code. Knuckle 
guard on the handle. Endcap, which can be used 
as a hammer, also encloses a compass and hollow 
handle filled with survival necessities , Including 
the morse code. Scabbard has hidden sharpening 
stone and screwdriver. Virtually Indestructible. 
SF07-2059 ..... . . .... ....... ...... .. $149.95 

U.S.M.C. 
DRILL INSTRUCTOR 

BULLDOG 
You can't defeat his steely
eyed stare. Obviously he 
means business and you 
must obey every command he 
would "bark" out, if only he 
could . Soft plush with 
U.S.M.C. red shirt. Brown 
felt hat with chin strap. 18". 
SF07-2791 . .... . .. .. $29.95 

·~u.~s. ~CA~VAL~B~Y:filf~~~ • 
WORto·s FINESr MlllrARY EOU /PMEN1 

1375 NORTH WILSON ROAD 
RADCLIFF, KY 40160 

PHONE (502)351-1164 
QTY. NUMBER 

I D (ff A{)()/MJ I J11J flJ? A 'ttARS Wiftm SV9SCRff'TiCW. 

0 CHECK 0 ~~o~EERr 
D v1sA D MASTERCARD D ~~~-- ~~,~~lf:Zc. 

SUBTOTAL 

'

·CREDIT I INSURANCE 
_CARD NO . . KENTUCKY 

EXP. DATE RESIDENTS 

J / I / ) ADD::::x 
NAME 

ADDRESS PHONE 

I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 

4 .95 I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 

CITY STATE ZIP : 

••••••••••••••••••••••U~~. 
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SAFE SHIV 
Knife fights are lousy times to 

practice knife-fighting. But if you 
want to try it without the usual 
penalties, get Rex Applegate a nd Al 
Mar's latest invention: the rubber 
Applegate-Fairbairn. 

Those of you who remember ' 

ADVENTURE '':(1 

QUARTERMASTE 

stabbing other 12-year-olds with 
silver-painted, Bowie-shaped rubber 
knives tipped with bright red acrylic 
blood probably also remember the 
scoring system: 

"[got youl" 
"Did not! ' 
"Did so!" 
"You liar!" 
"Mom II!" 
The black, hard-neoprene daggers 

NEW!~ 
STEINER 
15 x 80 '11LITARY 
Phenomenal Brightness 
and Brilliance 

The new Steiner 15x 80 Military 
Binoculars are an impressive 
addition to our line of combat 
proven binoculars. Available with 
or without compass, they are 
rubber armored, waterproof, 
and fully multicoated. Their 
amazing lightweight Mak
rolon® bodies (3.5 lbs.) let 
you hand hold them with ease. 
The unique Steiner prism sys
tem assures highest light transmis
sion and clarity. For information on this 

feature a wide square edge that will 
mark where the blade has "cut" if 
the edge is dressed with chalk. 
Different colors of chalk can be used 
for different dress: red for ghis, white 
for SWAT suits, etc. These practice 
daggers are available for $19.95 a 
pair from Al Mar, Dept. SOF, 5755 
S.W. Jean Road, Suite 101, Lake 
Oswego, OR 97034. Phone: (503 ) 
635-9229. 

and other Steiner military binoculars or scopes, call or write. 

PIONEIR 11ARKITING AND RISIARCH. INC. 
216 Haddon Ave., Suite 522, Westmont, NJ 08108 

Phone: 1-800-257-7742 or 609-854-2424 TWX: 710-943-1341 
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HIP-HUGGER HOLSTER 
Bob Provance has a new version 

of the minimalist nylon holster so 
loved by plainclothes Feds and 
others who don' t want to advertise 
their hardware. Provance has only 
changed two things from the other 
commercial versions of this 
inside-outside, left-right, 
revolver-auto, big-little holster you 
can wear all day without getting 
blisters: the retaining strap and the 
price. 

These little replacements for 
gunleather usually hold everything 
you can stick in them, but the 
retention straps have trouble fitting 
around, say, a Beretta 92. Extra 
long movable straps {with a 
thumb-break, of course) on 
Provance's model easily 
acommodate all large autos. 

But the change in price is 
Provance's biggest improvement on 
the standard models. Some sell a 
virtually identical product for nearly 
$30. You can get this one for $10. 
It's SOF's standard formal-wear 
holster. Order from Quartermaster 
Sales, Dept. SOF, 4609 Menaul 
N.E. , Albuquerque, N.M. 87110. 
Phone: (505) 884-8822. ~ 
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Shelton Fireworks 
P.O. Box 248 

Eagleville, Mo. 64442 

.-~ Order ·.Early ~ ·can Ton· Free 
1-800-s'2s:.4461 or (816) 867-3354 

VISA - MasterCard - Orders 
----~--- -~-- --- ----··- - -~~- -- ~ _._ ..... _ ~ -

FREE BONUS WITH ORDER! 
FREE PUNKS WITH EACH OROER 
S40 Orders: I free gross ol Air Travel Bonle Rockels 
SIOO Orders: I free gross ol Air Travel Bollie Rockels and 4BO f irecrackers 
S200 Orders: 12 free gross ol Air Travel Bollie Rockels 
S500 Orders: 1 free case ol Black Cal Bollie Rockels 
S750 Orders: I free case ol Black Cal Bonle Rock els and 1 free case ol 16.000 

Black Cal Firecrackers 

AMT. UNIT NO. DESCRIPTION Df ITEM 

All merchandise shipped via UPS at $5.00 shipping and 
handling rate except CA, NJ, AZ. OK. Alaska. Hawaii. and 
MA. 

Call for information concerning delivery to these states. 
We need your street address or location. 
We cannot ship to post office boxes. 
We reserve the right to make substitutions for out-of

stock items. 
II you have any questions. CALL TOLL FREE. 

BRICK CASE TOTAL AMT. UNIT NO. 

CREDIT CARDS-MasterCard or VISA Only! 

Please fill in and sign. o MasterCard o VISA 

Expiration Date _________ _ 

Credit Card Number _______ _ 

Signature ___________ _ 

DESCRIPTION Of ITEM DOZ. GROSS TOTAL 

1 Firecrackers - 12 pk. 40 pks./br . 32 br lo case 5.00 100 00 Missiles and Helicopters 
2 Firecrackers - 16 pk .. 80 pks / br.. 12 br. 10 case 11 .00 100 00 36 Buzz Bombs Spin Up 8 00 80.00 

3 Firecrackers - 50 pk .. 40 pks./ br . 8 br to case 16.00 105.00 37 Two-Stage Silver Jet Spin Up - 51 75 ea 1500 150.00 

4 Black Cat - 200 pk . 10 pks./br. 8 to case-52 25 pkg. 18.00 120 00 38 Two-Stage Space Jets (12 to pkg.I 3 00 30.00 

5 Black Cat - 12 pk .. 40 pks./br . 32 to case 5.75 110 00 

6 Lady Crackers - 40 pk .. 40 pks./br. 10.00 

7 Jumping Jacks - 12 pk .. 48 pks./br . 20 br. to case 10.00 180.00 

Underwater Firecrackers BOX CASE 

8 M-60-works in water. '11 gr 512.00. 10 gr cs 5175.00 12.00 175.00 

Sky Rockets DOZ. GROSS 

9 Pop Bottle Rockets. report - 25 gr. / cs. - 575 00 cs. 4 00 

10 Black Cat Bolfle Rockets - 25 gr./~s. - 590.00 case 5.00 

11 Whistling Moon Travelers - 25 gr./cs. - 5120.00 case 7.95 

12 Fierce· Tiger Soaring Rocket 600 60.00 

13 Clustering Bee Rocket 6.00 60.00 

14 Wild Geese Rocket 6.00 60.00 

15 Butterfly Rocket 6 00 60 00 

16 Parachute Rocket with Flare 6 00 60.00 

17 4 oz. Skyrocket w/ Stars or Report 8.00 80 00 

18 6 oz. Skyrocket w/ Stars or Report 9.00 90.00 

19 8 oz Skyroi;ket w/Stars or Report 1000 100 00 

Night Display Shells EACH ooz. 
20 Saturn Missile Battery - 12 shot 1.50 15.00 

21 Saturn Missile Battery - 25 shol 2.70 30.00 

22 #100 Floral Shell 7.95 70.00 

23 #200 Floral Shell 9.95 89 95 

24 100-shot 5.50 55.00 

25 Frightened Bird 3 35 35.00 

26 Soiree 4.00 40.00 

27 News Transmilter 3 50 35.00 

28 Kaleidoscope 3 50 35 00 

29 Garden·in·Spr1ng 5.25 52 00 

30 96 shot Colored Pearl 8 00 80.00 

31 48 shot Colored Pearl 3.50 35 00 

32 Box ol 12 Festival Balls 12.00 120.00 

33 Double Night Parachute .55 5.50 

34 Single Parachute w/crackers .65 6.50 

35 Marching Cicada 1595 159.95 

Name 
(please print) 

Address 
(Include Rural Route and Box Number. W~ cannot ship directly to a post office box. 

Include zip code.) 

Telephone Number-------------------

Signature of Purchaser -------------------

39 Reconnaissance Planes (6 to pkg.I 3 95 39 00 

40 Plane Flying at Night (12 to pkg.) 6 50 65.00 

41 Flying Disc or Satellite t 95 20.00 

42 Large Missile - 51.00 each 10 00 

43 Giant M1ss1le - 51 .50 each 1500 

Smoke and Novelties ooz. GROSS 

44 Two Colored Smoke 1 50 15.00 

45 Cherry Smoke Balls (assorted colors) 150 1500 

46 Small Tanks 5.50 60 00 

47 Pull Fireworks - Burglar Alarm 2 50 25.00 

48 Cigarette Loads 2 50 25.00 

49 Auto Foolers (whistle. smoke and bang) 5 00 50 00 

PKG. DZ PKG 

50 Red Rat Chasers (gross to pkg.) 7 00 70.00 

5t Party Snappers (50 to pkg.) 75 7.50 

52 Aircralt Gamers (2 to p•g.) 2 50 25.00 

53 Champagne Party Poppers (pkg ol 12) 180 18 00 

54 Whistling Jacks (6 to pkg.) 1 00 1000 

55 Rocke! Guns (pkg. ol 12) 6 00 60.00 

56 Ground Bloom Flower (pkg. ol 6) .90 10.80 

Sparklers and Fountains BOX DZ.BX. 

57 Sparklers - 10". Case ol 1 gross 535.00 (8 to box) 3.50 

58 Sparklers - 14". Morning Glories (12 to box) 10 50 

59 Sparklers - 20" (12 to box) \ 8 00 80 00 

60 Black Snakes - 6 pcs. box. 1 /3 gr. box S6.00 2.00 

EACH DOZ. 

61 No 3 Assorted Colors Cone - 7" Fountain 90 9.00 

62 Jumbo Carnival Cone 1.75 18.00 

Roman Candles ooz. GROSS 

63 Roman Candle - 5 shot 4 50 5000 

64 Roman Candle - 8 shot 6 00 60.00 

65 Roman Candle - 10 shot 800 80.00 

Assortments EACH DOZ. 

66 Mad Hornet Assortment Box - S30 00 value 2000 200.00 

67 Black Hornet Assortment Box - 540 00 value 25 00 250.00 

68 Scotrs Giant Family Bag - S60.00 value 45 00 450.00 

Add Minimum Freight Costs $5.00 5.00 

Total Amount Enclosed 

I ( Send Cer1lfled Check or Money Order 

This merchandise sold on lhe representation of lhP. tiv1•er thar the same w1tt be used strictly 1n 
accordance with the laws of the state of destination and 1s sold upGn c.ondi11on lhat the seller shall not 
be liable 1n any civil action or a~y acctd~nt or 1n1ury occasio ned during the transportat1on. handhng, 
storage or use of the merchandise and is transported dlfectly out of the State al Missouri. 1, hereby 
stale and promise, as a condition ol this sale. that I have complted with the laws of the State of 
D~st1nat1on of this me:rchandis~ and have, o r wil_I. obtain any necessary permits required by Law and 
will use or sell these Fireworks listed above m st net comphance with au applicab le laws. whether City 
Stale or Federal. l also understand as a condition ol th1s sale that I am over eighteen years of age. · 

AT SHELTON'S WE APPRECIATE YOUR BUSINESS CALL TOLL FREE 1-800-525-4461 
JUNE 85 
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SIXTH ANNUAL SOF 

CONVENTION 
AND COMBAT WEAPONS 
MILITARY EXPO 

SOI.JUEil 01~ l~Oll'l'UNE 
will hold its sixth 
annual convention at 
the Sahara Hotel and 
Ca·sino, L.as Veg~s. , 
Nevada, 18-22 

September 1985. 
Preregistration fee is 
$100. This provides free 
admission to all 
seminars, Combat 
Weapons Military Expo, 
the banquet and all 
convention activities, 
with the exception of 
optional events. All
convelitioneers must 
preregister. Write SOF 
CONVENTION '85, 
P.O. Box 693, 
Boulder, CO 80306. 

COMBAT WEAPONS MILITARY 
EXPO - Weapons, equipment 
and militaria vendors will display 
their wares on 20-22 September. 
Get a close-up, hands-on view of 
everything from aircraft to SCUBA 
gear, ammo to armor, and starlight 
scopes to IR camouflage, 

FIREPOWER DEMONSTRATION 
- SOF' s weapons-demo team will 
once again stage the rock 'n' roll 
show on the firing line. Small-arms 
expert Peter Kokalis will scatter the 
sand with machine guns of nearly 
every description, And blast-master 
John Donovan will demonstrate his 
explosive t<;)ys. 

SEMINARS - For the less adven
turous, SOF will offer a fascinating 
schedule of sem inars. Speakers will 
conduct information exchanges on 
such topics as knife fighting, auto
matic weapons, sniping, the French 
Foreign Legion, Afghanistan, Central 
America and the Middle East. And 
better military intel than you'll get 
anywhere else without a security 
clearance. Free to conventioneers -
$25 for non-conventioneers, 

THREE-GUN MATCH -
SOEDIER OF FORTUNE's action
packed Three-Gun Match, a world
class competition involving skill with 
pistol, rifle and shotgun will be held 
at the Desert Sportsman Rifle and 
Pistol Club, 18-20 September. En
trance is by invitation only and com
petitors must write for an applica
tion. Send SASE to Bill Brooks, 
4901 Indian trail , Wilmington, NC 
28403. 

PUGIL-STICK TOURNAMENT -
Gather every evening at poolside to 
see bloodthirsty bayonet fighters 
swing at each other to XiO Dale 
Dye's exhortations. Five dollars per 
game will put you in the running. 
Sign up at the convention, 

OPERATION HEADHUNTER -
Tackle rough desert. terrain with this 
strenuous five-mile military bbstacle 
cowrse. Headhunters .rnu~t negotiate 
the course by running, climbing, and 
rappelling with seven· five-pound 
sandbags on their bq.cks and only . 
with the help of map, compass and 
knife. Limit 70 conventioneers. Only 
the fit need apply, For information 
send a large SASE to: ALECTO 
Group, P. 0 . Box 253, Elkhorn NE 
68022. . , . 

SCUBA CLASS - SOF's 
underwater-demolitions expert John 
Donovan will conduct SCUBA class
es for the beginning diver. All you 
need is fins, mask and snorkel -
we' ll provide the rest. Contact John 
Donovan, P. 0 . Box 486, Danver, IL 
61732 and be PAD! certified. 



RAPPELLING SEMINARS -
Professional wall-crawler Fritz Bor
chart will once again be leaping and 
bounding through his exciting rap
pelling classes. And for those who 
participated last year and couldn' t 
get enough, a tactical-rappelling class 
is being offered. Contact Fritz at 
P.O.Box 548, Nederland, 
co 80466. 

PARACHUTING COURSE -
Would-be winged warriors be 
warned! The Phantom Airborne Di
vision will be conducting parachuting 
courses concurrently with the Con
vention. Two-day course for novices 
and returning jumpers. For informa
tion contact Cliff Albright, Phantom 
Division, P. 0 . Box 22505, 
Memphis, TN 38122. 



SOI~ T & E 

CONSUMMATE 

COMBAT 
HARNESS 

by Peter G. Kokalis 
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Rear view of IDF combat harness showing 
butt pack and method of attaching 
U.S.-style canteens to spaces between the 
harness segments. GI flashlight is held by 
open elastic pocket at rear of the left 
segment. 

Salvadoran 1st Lt. with IDF combat harness 
and Galil ARM captured from the Gs. 

EVER since primitive man first slung 
at/a t! darts over his shoulder with straps 

cut from animal skins , the combat harness 
has been with us in one form or another. As 
the technology of warfare increased in com
plexity, so did the infahtry soldier ' s burden . 
Striding over the battlefield like a walking 
pantry of gadgets and weaponry , the mod
em tank-kill ing grunt is the highest point of 
this evolutionary line. 

By World War II the individual's combat 
load was approaching the unbearable. Car
ried in rucksacks on the back, much of the 
equipment was oriented toward individual 
creature comforts, such as sleeping gear, 
spa re socks and sometimes even extra 
boots . Unfortunately, most of this ended up 
in a muddy ditch next to the gas mask . As 
the infantry's mobility accelerated , items 
required for sustained comfort and survival 
were dropped from the individual's inven
tory in favor of gear necessary to accom
plish the infantry's more immediate goal -
to meet with and destroy the enemy. 

Anyone who has humped with U.S. com
bat suspenders hooked to a pistol belt and 
butt pack, whi le canteens flop up and down 
on the pelvic bones with each agonizing 
step , can remember numerous shooting 
pains in the lower back. Here is the new 
Army, armed with the superlative M249 
SAW and M l 6A2 rifle trudging around 
wrapped in their LC- 1/2 strait jackets. Our 
northern neighbors are in even more dire 
s tra its. A Canadian gravel technician 
(grunt) can accommodate only a gas mask 
and canteens on his pathetic webbing and 
must carry rifle magazines in his fatigue 
pockets . 

But no one hauls a heavier load than the 
Israeli soldier. The IDF MAG58 gunner 
carries, in addition to his personal equip-

Continued on page 74 
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Troopers from "The Big Red One" 
double-time across a clearing during a 
firefight with Charlie. Photo: AP/Wide 
World 

19 CANDLES 

OUR booted feet crept carefully along 
the muddy trail. Fighting the solid wall 

of humid heat that pulled at us made every 
step an effort. It had just rained and the 
tangled jungle seemed to boil berieath a 
mask of steam. It wasn't a good place to be. 
So why were we there? Because the CO said 
so, that's why. 

Alpha Company took one trail and Bravo 
Company another. I was with Charlie Com
pany and our mission was to secure an LZ. It 
was hard to tell exactly where we were 
going to find one in the triple-canopy that 
soared above us, but those were the orders. 

Earlier that day, 2nd Battalion, 16th In
fantry, I st Infantry Divison, had been air
lifted out of Dau-Tieng and plopped onto an 
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1 KIA 
by Darwin Stamper 

LZ someplace to the north - it's hard to tell 
where when you're just a grunt. The brass 
didn't confide in grunts. 

I was getting very uneasy; there were too 
many trails here and most of them were 
criss-crossed with Ho Chi Minh sandal 
tracks. It was almost a relief to move into 
the swamp that blocked our path. At least in 
there we could hide from Charlie - that's 
what we thought at first. After only a few 
steps into the fetid slime hole, Charlie be
came a remote problem. We had something 
worse to worry about. 

Leeches swarmed us , squirming under 
uniforms and attaching themselves any
where they could . Those evil black blobs 
were everywhere and when you moved your 

foot, the bastards would change direction 
and follow. Such are the miseries of hump
ing through the bush. Finally we emerged 
from. the swampy area and climbed a gradu
al slope. I didn't see any more leeches but 
VC foxholes and punji sticks became a com
mon part of the landscape. It didn't take 
many brains to figure out that we were mov
ing into some shit. 

Parting a bush before him, the point man 
found himself in the middle of a rice cache. 
Sixty bags of rice, .each bag probably 
weighing 200 pounds, were laid out like 
sandbag trenches . Our platoon set up secur
ity while the Company Commander 
checked out the area, rooting out another 
rice cache a little farther up the trail. Charlie 
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hadn't been going to bed hungry. 
Heavy firing erupted on our right. The 

shit had hit the fan and and Bravo Company 
was in the middle of the storm. The battal
ion CO's gravelly voice crackled over the 
radio ordering us to link up with Bravo. 
Snatching up rucksacks and weapons , we 
snaked cautiously through the jungle; you 
never know when you'll trip a boobytrap or 
an ambush . 

Our platoon took the left side of the trai l 
and set up security. We were to provide a 
screen so that Bravo Company could move 
its casualties down the trail lo the LZ for 
extraction. I was set up on the trail so 1 could 
get a good look at the procession and still 
watch the j un.gle . Bravo Company was 
bringing its wounded down first: about a 
dozen as far as 1 could count . Then the dead 
came down on stretchers made of tree 
branches and ponchos , the now-useless 
steel pots, weapons and web gear stacked on 
top of their bodies. 

It' s kind of an eerie feeling. You could 
look at a hundred dead gooks piled in pools 
of their own blood and get used to it, but 
when you saw just one dead GI lying there 
on a stretcher with just his hand showing 
from under the poncho , you felt it in your 
soul. I'm glad I didn't have to look under
neath those ponchos. 

A burst of automatic fire from the direc
tion of the LZ pulled my thoughts back to 
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Searching for VC is never easy: A 1st 
Infantry Division patrol crosses a swamp 
under the constant threat of sniper fire. 
Photo: AP/Wide World 

our dilemma. Bravo was trying to disengage 
and pull back through our perimeter. As 
they filtered through us , they had that 
haunted look about them that said they had 
just stared into a little bit of hell. They took 
up positions with us and waited for another 
attack . 

The firing sputtered out around us. 
Through the combat-honed concentration of 
a grunt waiting for the enemy, I heard a 
booming voice. " Get that shit off those 
bodies." Captain Griffin , our old CO, was 
pissed . Striding up to one of the stretchers, 
he started kicking steel pots and other equip
ment to the side of the trail. 

''These are soldiers , not bags of garbage 
and goddamn it, you treat them like sol
diers. '' He was raising hell but I felt better 
just knowing he was there . This guy had an 
acid tongue and he could be as obnoxious as 
a wounded bear but, by God, he could lead . 
I knew we would be OK. 

No one slept that night. Personal images 
or' this strange war marched through our 
brains. Nobody spoke. I couldn ' t help re
membering a platoon sergeant from Bravo 
Company. As we were pulling back down 
the trail , I saw him lying behind a tree, both 

hands drawn up under him. He was crying 
and shaking like a pathetic dog. I went over 
to him not knowing how to handle the situa
tion. Something had to be done. 

I grabbed hi s shoulder. " Let 's go , 
Sarge." I was embarrassed by his coward
ice but I couldn ' t leave him there . " Move 
Sarge. We've got to get out of here. Every
body else is leaving and if we don ' t move 
fast, we will be alone and the gooks will be 
all over our asses.'' He stared blankly at me . 

" I can't move, man . My legs won ' t 
move. " Patience drained away from me. 

"We got to do it now, Sarge. We ain't got 
much time." I jerked him to his feet , thrust 
his weapon into his clenched fists and got 
him started . I couldn't see anything behind 
us so I let loose a burst of 20 up the trail, 
spraying left to right. When I turned around, 
Sarge was flying down the trail, his feet 
hardly touching the dirt . Later, when I 
caught the tail end of the column, I heard a 
familiar bellow . Old Sarge was roaring 
orders at his platoon , acting like a real hard
ass now that he was inside the protection of 
the perimeter. But at least two of us knew 
the real story. 

Morning dawned as hot and humid as the 
one before . Orders came down the line and 
we moved back up the trail to kick the VC 
out of their positions . Our company was in 
the lead . We stayed off the trail - no one 
wanted to stumble on any boobytraps -
until we found where Bravo Company had 
met its misfortune. It looked as though the 
VC had vanished into thin air but we wanted 
to find out why they had fought so hard to 
keep us out of the area. They usually ran like 
rabbits when a large U.S. unit pushed them, 
unless you had them cornered or they 
wanted something real bad. Then they 
fought like hell. 

Maybe if we stayed for awhile , we would 
find out what was up. The company perime
ter went in with the practiced precision that 
can only come from months of working as a 
team. Bravo set up down the trail from us. 

Later that day , things heated up . A pla
toon from Charlie Company ran into a group 
of gooks and Bravo got probed again . I 
guess they just weren't lucky this trip out. 
Those actions wouldn't have meant much 
except for one thing: both units were miles 
apart. Charlie was out there in force and we 
were going to meet him soon. And there was 
still that perplexing question: Why was this 
unit of VC willing to take on a battalion of 
infantry? 

We feverishly cleared fields of fire, dug 
our holes a little deeper and waited for the 
answer. That night they probed our lines. It 
didn't work . We weren't about to give away 
our machine-gun positions just because a 
few gooks took pot-shots at us. That's fire 
discipline . Instead we called in arty , a deci
sion we would soon regret. 

HE rounds poured down right on cue. 
Unfortunately , the first round landed right 
inside our perimeter. A crunching explosion 
- then silence. Even the insects stopped 

Continued on page 90 
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CIVILIANS in South Africa - particu
larly border farmers and cattlemen -

have unusual home-defense requirements. 
Constantly threatened by bands of heavi ly 
armed insurgents and an escalating terrori st 
movement. most of the people with some
thing to protect relied on second-hand FN 
FALs, Ruger Mini-14s, AR l Ss and an odd 
lot of weapons imported prior to the manda
tory United Nations arms embargo on South 
Africa in 1977. 

Until recently , they couldn ' t afford to do 
much better. Civilian firearms are expen
sive , difficul t to obtain and practically im
possible to maintain given the scarcity of 
spare parts. That situation has been rem
edied with the introduction of a home
grown, semiauto assault rifle made by 
ARMSCOR, South Africa ' s government
owned military-equipment manufac turer. 

Lytt leton Engineering · Work s 
(ARMSCOR 's small-arms factory located 
in Pretoria) has begun production of the 
LM4, a civilian version of the R4 assault 
rifle which is quickly replacing FN FAL and 
HK G3 rifles as the South African Defence 
Forces' standard infantry weapon. The R4 
is a slightly modified version of the Gali! 
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With bipod and 35-round magazine, LM4 is 
fired from cover. 

made under license from IM! (Israeli Mi li 
tary Industries - see SOF, July '83). The 
civili an vers ion of this popular rifle is prac
tically identical to the military weapon with 
the exception of a plastic fo regrip wh ich 
replaces the wooden grip on R4. The LM4 
does everything an R4 will do, except fire 
full-auto. 

It 's a relatively easy weapon to evaluate 
but I was forced to do it without official 
corroboration or cooperation. In fo rmation 
of ARMSCOR acti vities is hard to get and 
re lease of technica l data is strictly con
tro l led by the South Afri can Defence 
Forces. They denied my repeated requests 
to visit the manu fac turing plant and re
mained silent regarding detai ls, so I was 
fo rced to simply get my hands on an R4 and 
an LM4 and head for the bush to give them a 
workout. These are some of my observa
tions. 

Lyttleton Engineering Works has mod
ified the basic Gali! for the SADF by length
ening the fo lding stock slightly to accom
modate the larger di mens ions of the average 

South African troopie. The R4 and LM4 
both operate with the same basic ac tion that 
the Israelis borrowed from the Soviets. 

As anyone who has fired any of the 5.56 
NATO Kal ashni kov spin-offs knows . 1he 
bolt group slams rearwa1:d with consider
able fo rce at each shot. And the empty car
tridge case is ejec1ed a good distance from 
the rifle. This violent cycling strains the 
receiver after long use and the Sou1h Afri
cans have remedied the problem by insert
ing a plas tic buffer at 1he rear of the receiver 
we ll . 

ARMSCOR has solved the Gali! fro nt
sight-base weakness by strengthening the 
metal walls of the mounting on both the R4 
and the LM4. This is a definite improve
ment in design. Many Israeli so ldiers armed 
with standard Gali ls di scovered in Lebanon 
that a hard rap wi ll fracture the sight. Re
placement of the Gal i I metal stock and wood 
foreg rip (on the LM4) with pla tic versions 
is also a boon to shooters . 

The metal and wood add to the Ga lil' s 
hefty weight but synthetic material s have 
made the R4 and the LM4 signifi cantly 
li ghter. Nylon is used in pl ace of steel in the 
stock tubes. I was worri ed abo ut st rength 
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ABOVE: The R4 is quickly replacing the FN FAL and HK G3 rifles as the SADF's 
standard infantry weapon. Photo: David Mills. BELOW: Shooting from the hip with the 
LM4. The SO-round magazine is heavy and cannot be used with the bipod. 

and durability when 1 bought my LM4, but 
the salesman propped the rifle on its bipod 
- stock extended - and jumped up and 
down on the rifle without damaging it at all. 
l was sold . 

From the U.S. Army to the SAS , many 
expert combat riflemen complain about car
rying handles on assault rifles. If the han
dle's there , some foo l is going to carry the 
rifle by it into a fire fi ght and die because he 
is n ' t read y to in s ta ntl y re turn fir e . 
ARMSCOR apparently believes in that sce
nario. The fam iliar Galil carrying handle 
has been eliminated on the R4 and LM4. 
The troopies who carry the R4 - myself 
included - have found the carrying handles 
to be a dangerous nuisance. Operational 
troops in Southwest Africa used to cut the 
handles off RI r ifles (FALs) before the R4s 
were issued. 

LM4s come equipped with the same o ld , 
incon venient , no isy Kalashnikov selector 
but there has been an improvement. On both 
the R4 and LM4 a supple mentary se lector 
has been positioned at the top of the pistol 
grip on the left s ide. It helps the situation but 
the ac tion on my LM4 is stiff enough to 
break your thumb and left-handed shooters 
prac ticall y have to be double-jo inted to 
operate it. Oddly , the back-up se lector oper
ates backward from w hat ex pe ri enced 
shooters would expect. The lever must be 
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moved back ward using the tip of the thumb 
in order to select " S" (semiauto) or '' R" 
(repetition). Moving the lever fo rward onto 
safety is not much problem for anyone with 
average strength and dexterity. 

Despite that design freak, it ' s not hard to 
understand why ARMSCOR dec ided to put 
the extra selector on its version of the Gali I. 
The Kalashnikov des ign of the ori ginal 
weapon fea tu res a long sheet-metal selector 
lever on the right side of the receiver. It 's 
slow to reach because the firer must remove 
his hand from the pi stol grip and the lever 
action is usuall y stiff. There is a dangerous
ly loud click when the lever is moved from 
one pos ition to another. In South Afr ica 
many troopies remedy the s ituati on by 
prying the lever away fro m the receiver with 
a screwdriver. I don ' t recommend it. In my 
experience that loose lever is a guarantee 
that the safety will be flipped off in the bush. 

The ARMSCOR LM4 comes equipped 
with a standard 3S-round magazine which is 
identical to the Gali! magazine and subse
quently interchangeable. Additional 3S
and SO-round magazines are available as 
optional extras . The SO-round magazine 
provides an impressive amount of potential 
firepower but the length of this long box 
precludes use with the bipod in the prone 
position. It also negates the weight-sav ing 
of the synthetic furniture. 

R4 ASSAULT RIFLE 
SPECIFICATIONS 

Cartridge: . . . . ... ... .. S.S6 NATO 
Operation: . .. . ... gas , rotating bolt , 

selective fire 
Weight: .... . .. . .. . (empty) 9.46 lbs. 

(with 3S-round magazine) steel 11 .22 
lbs., nylon 10.63 lbs. 

Capacity: . . .. 3S- or SO-rd . magazine 
Length: 

butt extended . . .. . . .... 39.S7 in. 
butt folded . .. . . .. . . .. .. 29.1 3 in . 

Barrel: . . ... .. . ... . . . .. . 18 .11 in. 
Rifling:. 6 grooves, I tum in 11.81 in. 
Rate of Fire: (cyclic) 6SO rds ./minute 
Muzzle velocity: . . .. . .. .. 3,21S fps 
Manufacturer: Lyttleton Engineering 

Works (Pty) , Pretoria 
Status: . . . . . . . . . Current production 
Service: . South African Defence Force 

ARMSCOR UPDATE 
South Africa has paid a stiff price for 

clinging to apartheid : In 1963 the United 
States government ex.pressed its dis
pleasure by placing a unilateral embargo 
on arms sales to South Afriea. ln 1977 
the United Nations imposed a mandatory 
arms embargo on all members including 
South Africa. Finally, additional regula
tions were issued in 1978 that prohibited 
all arms exp01;ts from UN member na
tions to the South African military and 
police . All that has led to a difficult and 
potentially dangerous situation . 

As terrorism increased and the S outh 
African arms stockpile dwindled , it be
cameclear that something had to be done 
about supplying adequate weapons to 
the nation ' s defense and la w
enforcement agencies . The Republic of 
South Africa sought to solve the problem 
by creating its own defense industry. A 
state -owned munition s indu s try, 
ARMSCOR; and its small-arms manu
facturing facility, Lyttleton Engineering 
Works, were established. They pros
pered under the pressure of the arms 
embargo and took up the military-hard
ware slack by producing the FN FAL 
under license as the RI and the IMI Gali\ 
variants under license as the R4 and RS . 

ARMSCOR did so well that in 1982 
they began seeking export markets for 
smal.l arms, military vehicles and e lec
tronic and telecommunications equip
ment. South Africa was making a con
certed effort to export in light of success
ful arms production and in spite of the 

, embargo. But their problems in this area 
have not ended. 

In December 1984, South Africa once 
again faced opposition from the UN. A 
Security Council resolution was passed 
unanimously , calling for an embargo on 
the purchase of arms from South Africa. 

- Kim McMichae/ 
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Articles such as tritium night sights, sling 
and cleaning kit are not provided as standard 
equipment on the LM4. That's an unfortu
nate oversight, especially for South Afri
cans who might use the LM4 as a home
defense weapon. Night sights can be pur
chased as optional extras. They are easily 
fitted and invaluable in the dark. The lumi
nous bar on the front sight and the two dots 
at the rear provide a clear reference for 
aiming. These sights are visible only to the 
user and extremely unlikely to give his posi
tion away with a visible glow. When not in 
use the optional night-sight equipment fo lds 
down and out of the way. 

The cleaning kit which can be purchased 
for the LM4 is comprehensive and well
de igned. It comes in a strong canvas ro ll 
and contains everything needed for field 
maintenance of the rifle. It has a phosphor
bronze brush , tapered to fit the chamber, a 
device for cleaning the gas port , a small oi l 
bottle, a sight-adjustment tool, a case-neck 
extractor, a cleaning rod , pull-through and 
all the usual brushes. The inclusion of a 
case-neck extractor is a particularly good 
idea. A case neck jammed in the chamber 
would normally mean an unserviceable rifle 
until an armorer could extract it. With this 
tool the rifle need not be out of action for 
more than a few minutes . That 's an impor
tant edge for a rancher who doesn' t have a 
battalion-level armorer within I 00 miles. 

The firing position required to accurately 
shoot the LM4 from the shoulder takes a bit 
of practice for anyone unaccustomed to a 
fo lding stock . Like most classically trained 
shooters, I am used to resting my cheekbone 
on the comb of the stock to get the correct 
sight picture. That head position with the 
LM4 simply gives the shooter a close-up 
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South African troopies assault a terrorist 
position using R4 rifles. 

view of the rear of the receiver cover. Once I 
got the feel of the new position I had no 
further difficulty acquiring the sights . 

Standard ARMSCOR factory tests for 
both weapons included simulated arctic 
conditions at minus-I O Celsius ( 14 
Farenheit), operation in muddy conditions 
and resistance to sand and dust. The LM4 
passed the first two tests with flying colors, 
and in the third test it fired twice as many 
rounds as a test-model AK-47 qefore a stop
page. That's fine reliability fo r the rugged 
conditions of the African bush. 

In fact, the LM4 is the most reliable semi
automatic weapon that I have ever used. I 
have yet to experience a stoppage on my 
rifle. The only real problem I see with either 
the R4 or the LM4 is the lack of a hold-open 
function in the mechanism to mark an empty 
magazine. In a fight , it's easy to forget how 
many shots have been fired . It would be 
more than embarrassing to find the bolt 
closed on an empty chamber at a crucial 
moment. 

COMPARATIVE TABLE 
GALIL ARM LM4 

Caliber ....... 5.56 NATO 5.56NATO 
Weight 
(with bipod) ... 9.6 lbs. 

Length 
Bull folded .... 29.2 .. 
Bun extended .. 38.6 ·· 

Barrel lengths .. t 8. 5 " 
Rifling. . .. 6 groove 

I in 12 . , 

(right) 

9.48 lbs. 

29. t3 .. 
39.57 ., 
18.1 t .• 
6 groove 
I in 11.8 .. 
(right) 

The cocking handle on the R4 and the 
LM4 is an integral part of the bolt carrier 
and easi ly one of the weapons' best fea
tures. Anybody who has had a round fail to 
chamber fully wil l appreciate this. I have 
spent precious seconds struggling with an 
RI (FN FAL) because a small amount of dirt 
prevented the round from chambering. A 
sharp blow on a fixed cocking handle would 
have solved the problem in half the time. 

The accuracy of the LM4 is fine for its 
intended use. Although the trigger is a bit 
creepy, first-round hits on small targets at 
100 yards are common when the bipod is 
used. In the standing or off-hand position, 
the lack of felt recoil makes it possible t-0 get 
in fast second shots while holding firmly on 
target. 

Apparently ARMSCOR has confidence 
in the civilian LM4 and its acceptance in the 
commercial market. They have recently in
troduced the LM5, a semiauto version of the 
short-barrel led tankers ' RS. It is touted as 
the South African equivalent of the Gali! 
SAR. It should prove popular since it is 
lighter and shorter than the LM4. Farmers 
can appreciate quick handling characteris
tics from a weapon they' ll carry in a truck or 
on a tractor. 

Unfortunately , the LM4 isn' t likely to 
become available in U.S. gun shops any
time soon. It's a fine weapon. The LM4 is 
sturdy. we/I-made, reliable and accurate. 
ARMSCOR seems oblivious to telling the 
public about those attributes. Security 
seems more important than sales in South 
Africa which leads some shooters to wonder 
why ARMSCOR even bothered to produce 
a civilian version of their vaunted R4 assault 
rifle. ~ 
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FROM the end of its steel buttplate to the 
tip of its hooded front sight, the HK 

SL6/7 carbine is more than slightly reminis
cent of the famous World War II German 
semiautomatic G43 rifle. 

But the similarity is only superficial. The 
G43 was gas-operated with a gas cylinder 
above the barrel in the same manner as the 
Russian Tokarev M38/40 rifles and locking 
was by means of hinged flaps set in recesses 
on each side of the receiver in imitation of 
the Soviet Degtyarev light machine gun. 

The HK SL6/7 carbines are different. 
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They use the delayed-blowback, roller
locking system of operation - a hallmark 
feature of Heckler & Koch's entire line of 
small arms. HK bolt mechanisms consist of 
two major components: a bolt head and bolt 
carrier. Although referred to as "locking
roller," the action is never completely 
locked. In the battery position , inclined sur
faces on the bolt carrier lie between the two 
rollers on the bolt head and force these rol
lers into recesses in the barrel extension. 
After ignition, the rollers are cammed in
ward against the bolt carrier's inclined 

planes by rearward pressure on the bolt 
head. The bolt carrier's rearward velocity is 
four times that of the bolt head. After the 
bolt carrier has moved rearward four milli
meters, the rollers on the bolt head (which 
has moved only one millimeter) are com
pletely depressed, pressure has dropped to 
the required levels of safety, and the two 
parts continue their backward movement 
together. 

A long, pivoting ejector bar is mounted to 
the left side of the SL6/7 receiver and is 
spring-loaded. 
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ABOVE: Closeup of SL7 being fired 
showing empty case ejection. 
LEFT: Firing the SL7: Left-handed shooters 
have no trouble with the SL 7. 
BELOW: HK SL7 with Swarovski ZFM 
6x42mm scope and HK 05 claw mount. 

The HK SL6/7 weapons are actually a 
carbine-length version of the HK 6301770/ 
940-series sporting rifles. " SL" presum
ably stands for Self-Loading (Selbstlade) . 
The numbers "6" and "7" are rough 
approximations, in millimeters , of the over
all cartridge length the action will accept. 
The SL6 is chambered for the 5.56mm 
NATO (.223 Rem.) cartridge. SOF's test 
rifle is an SL 7, which is chambered for my 
favorite GPMG and sniping-rifle round, the 
7 .62x5lmm NATO (.308 Win .) cartridge. 

Compact and rugged, these slick little 
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carbines lend themselves to applications 
beyond their intended roles as hunt
ing/sporting pieces. Both the SL6 and SL 7 
weigh in at 8. 36 pounds , empty. Their stub
by 17. 71-inch barrels are somewhat thicker 
than those of the HK 6301770/940 series. 
Four-groove barrels feature the hammer
forged polygonal rifling that characterizes 
Heckler & Koch firearms . The right-hand 
twist has one tum in 10.6 inches for the 
5.56mm chambering and one tum in 11.0 
inches on the SL7's 7.62x5lmm NATO 
barrel. The upper and lower receivers are 
machined from solid bar stock. 

The chambers are fluted on all Heckler & 
Koch and CETME delayed-blowback , rol
ler-locking firearms. The 12 longitudinal 
flutes extend rearward from the barrel lead 
to 0 .25-inch from the chamber face. These 
flutes reduce the cartridge case's bearing 
surface and permit propellent gases to flow 
around the case acting as a lubricant to ease 
extraction. As delayed blowback does not 
offer the available power reserve of gas 
operation under adverse conditions and 
there is no primary extraction, chamber flut
ing is required for reliable functioning . 
Ejected cases are all marked with distinctive 
striations but, contrary to popular belief, 
this does not affect their potential for reload
ing. 

The barrels and other exterior metal parts 
are finished matte black. The chamber area 
of my specimen has a plum-colored tone 
often seen on German WWII small arms 
manufactured late in the war. Although nos
talgic , this finish usually signifies a hasty 
finishing procedure, because this color re
sults from dipping high-nickel steel into 
salt-bluing solutions at improper tempera
tures (too low) for an insufficient period of 
time. 

The nicely figured, uncheckered walnut 
stock also carries a WWII flavor in both its 
dull, oiled finish and configuration. The 
upper forearm is walnut as well and venti
lated by three longitudinal 1.5-inch grooves 
cut into either side. The smooth wrap
around steel buttplate is retained by two 
large wood screws. There is no butt-trap 
storage compartment. A prototype green
plastic stock and forearm have been de
veloped and will be available by mid-1985. 

The front barrel band is held in place by 
two spring-loaded pins of the type used on 
the forearms and buttstocks of all HK mili
tary small arms . These pins can be inserted 
from either side and I have been involved in 
numerous discussions as to which direction 
is the correct placement. Some maintain 
that it is more natural for right-handed 
shooters to insert them from the right side of 
the weapon. Some insist they should be 
alternated. In El Salvador, troops armed 
with the G3 rifle insert the pins from the left 
side so they cannot be inadvertently pushed 
out when jarred against the body or combat 
webbing. 

A fixed-ring front sling swivel is attached 
to the barrel band. The rear swivel is inlet 
into the left side of the buttstock in the 
European style and accepts either the web or 

leather HK military slings. 
Cut into the stock just forward of the 

trigger housing is the magazine well. The 
staggered-row, detachable box-type maga
zines are of all-steel construction from the 
HK 6301770 series. It often takes more than 
a little swearing to disassemble them . Issue 
magazines hold four rounds in the SL6 and 
three rounds in the SL 7, and fit flush into the 
stock's well. The SL 7 magazine is marked 
".243" and ".308," although to date the 
former chambering is not offered in this 
series. An optional I 0-round magazine is 
available for either (the 10th round enters 
only with a great deal of pushing). They 
insert easily - but only when the bolt is 
retracted - and fall away freely when 
dropped by the magazine catch release lo
cated in the front portion of the plastic trig
ger guard. 

Either we' re all becoming more jaded or 
the plastic wizards are getting better at 
simulating metal. The polycarbonate trigger 
guard looks good. Two 5mm hex-head 
screws hold the trigger housing to the ac
tion. A screwdriver for removing them and 
the upper receiver's retaining screw is pro
vided . 

The drag-free , single-stage trigger breaks 
crisply and consistently at five pounds on 
my test sample. Amazing , you say? Well , 
this isn ' t your everyday G3 trigger mecha
nism designed to withstand a 25-meter drop 
test. Although the hammer is still driven by 
two coil springs, the auto sear has been 
eliminated and a spring plunger bears on the 
sear to yield positive engagement. 

The safety lever is located on the left side 
of the stock , forward of the trigger guard . It 
cannot be reached or manipulated by the 
firing hand . Its spindle locks the hammer in 
the cocked position and it cannot be acti
vated if the hammer has been rotated for
ward. To place on the safe position the lever 
must be moved downward until a white dot 
is exposed. When the safety lever is rotated 
counterclockwise to its upper position , the 
white dot is covered and a red dot becomes 
visible to indicate the fire position. 

The folding retracting handle moves in a 
slot cut into the right side of the lower re
ceiver. This is the reverse of the Heckler & 
Koch military small arms in which the re
tracting lever moves in a slot cut into the left 
side of a tubular extension welded to the 
receiver that also contains the bolt carrier 's 
forward extension. Considerable force is 
required to draw the SL6/7 cocking lever 
rearward . A catch lever, located directly 
behind the cocking lever, holds the bolt 
group in the open position and must be 
depressed to release the bolt group and 
chamber a round. When charging the 
weapon , the retracting handle must be 
allowed to move forward without restric
tion. The bolt does not stay open after the 
last cartridge in the magazine has been 
fired . 

The front sight is a stamped-sheet-metal 
disk with a rectangular post that fits into a 
slot in the protective hood and is held in 
place by a roll pin . The entire front-sight 
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assembly has been sweated onto the barrel 's 
muzzle. 

The rear sight is the standard rotary drum 
found on all HK military weapons. Criti
cized by some, it is nevertheless a sturdy 
affair. There are four elevation settings and 
the drum can be turned in either direction . 
The .unmarked , IOO-meter position is an 
open V-notch. The 200-, 300- and ' 400-
meter posit ions are peep apertures, 0.062-
inch in diameter. The sights are fac tory
zeroed for NATO standard ammunition . 
Use of lighter or heavier projectiles will 
require recalibration. Elevation zero is 
altered by insert ion of a special tool with 
catch bolts into the rear-sight cylinder to 
mate with the cylinder's two splines. The 
sight cylinder is then rotated in the desired 
direction . This tool also contains a Phillips
head screwdriver used to loosen the lock 
screw and turn the windage-adjusting 
screw. Anyone wanting to shoot at longer 
ranges can replace the rear-sight assembly 
with the 1,200-meter rear sight used on the 
HK 21 Al machine gun . Why anyone would 
want to do this I don't know. A more sensi
ble a lteration is the knurl ed windage
adjustment knob offered by A.R.M .S. 
(Dept. SOF, 230 West Center Street, West 
Bridgewater, MA 02379). This knob re
places the Phillips-head windage-adjusting 
screw and can be installed in less than a 
minute. It permits instant horizontal-sight 
adjustment without a screwdri ver. 

Two rectangular recesses have been cut 
into the upper receiver to accept the HK 05 
claw-type scope mount. Either 30mm rings 
for European scopes or 25 mm rings fo r the 
standard one-i nch U.S. scope tubes are 
ava ilable. A large vertical lever is used to 
compress the mount' s clamps for quickly 
attaching or removing the mount from the 
rifle. Wh ile it 's unorthodox in appearance, 
the HK 05 mount is stable and ri gid . Repeat
ed remova l and re-attachment fa iled to 
affect the scope's zero. A 3mm hex wrench 
is provided to secure a scope to the rings. 

A Swarovski ZFM 6x42 mm military 
scope was used for SOF's test and evalua
tion of the SL 7. This superb piece of rugged 
optics is available with either a plain one
inch steel tube or an aluminum tube with a 
NATO STAN AG 2324 mount. The field of 
view is four degrees, or seven meters at I 00 
meters . Luminosity and resolution are out
standing- almost Starlight capab ility on a 
really bright nigh t. 

After initial zero adjustments, changes in 
e levation , from I 00 to 800 meters , are made 
by externa l adj ustment knobs calibrated fo r 
the trajec tory of the 7.62x5 1mm NATO 
military cartridge. The windage-adjustment 
unit is located on the right side of the scope . 
Each calibration m ark moves the point o f 
impact one meter at I 00 meters range. The 
reticle pattern cons ists of standard cross
hairs in the cente r with thick bars at the outer 
perimeter. A lum inescent tritium reticle will 
soon be available . T he ret ic le is non
centered. i.e . , as the range drum is set for 
longer distances , the crosshairs move to
ward the bottom of the fi eld of view. While 

38 SOLDIER OF FORTUNE 

Heckler & Koch SL6/7 Specifications 
SL6 

Caliber:.............. 5.56mm NATO 
SL7 

7.62mm NATO 
Operation: ........... Roller-locked , delayed blowback 

Magazine capacity: . . . . 4 and 10-rds. 3 and 10-rds . 
Weight, empty: . . ..... 8.36 pounds 

Barrel: .. ...... .• . .... 4-groove, hammer-forged polygonal rifling 

Twist: . . . . . . . . . . . . . I: 10.6", RH 1:11 ", RH 
Length: .•.......... 17. 71 inches 

Overall length: . . . . . . . . 40 inches 39 . 7 inches 
Sights: ............... Hooded front post; rotary drum rear with open V-notch at 100 

meters and 0.062-inch peep apertures at 200, 300 and 400 
meter positions. 

Finish: .............. '. Matte black 

Stock: ............... European walnut 

Accessories: .......... 10-rd. magazines; web and leather slings ; 1,200 meter 
HK21AI rear sight; rear sight tool ; and HK 05 scope 
mount. 

Distributor: ...... . ... Heckler & Koch, Inc., Dept. SOF, 1460 I Lee Road, Chan-
tilly , VA 22021. 

TABLE I - HK SL 7 Chronograph Test 
Weapon : .. ....... .. . . HK SL7 Carbine - 17.71-inch barrel 

Caliber: . .. ... ......•. 7.62x5lmm NATO 

Ambient 
temperature: ....••... 42 degrees F 

Instrumentation: ...... Oehler Model 33 Chronotach with Skyscreen ID detectors. 
All velocities measured in feet per second 10 feet from 
muzzle. 

Ammunition Low High 
West German 
lWK 19-65 2,515 2,585 
FMJ Match 
Reloads 2,292 2,358 
PCM M80 2,512 2,631 
WRA M80 2,427 2,504 

Swarovski ZFM 6x42mm military scope 
mated to SL7 with HK 05 claw mount. 

somewhat distracting at first. it does instant
ly alert the shooter to hi s range setting. 

The scope is set fo r parallax-free viewing 
at 300 meters but can be changed by turning 
the ocular. The oc ular has thoughtfully been 
fitted with a rubber rim to protect those who 
tend to "crawl" the scope. However, no 
scope caps are provided - an i1Titating 
om ission on such hi gh-q uality optics. Six
power magnification offers the best com
promise for most sniping app lications. Thi s 
leve l of milspec quality is not cheaply ac-

Extreme Standard 
Spread Average Deviation 

70 2,554 22 

66 2,329 23 
119 2,575 32 
77 2,449 23 

quired. The ZFM 6x42mm scope carries a 
sugges ted retail price of $535 . Technical 
brochures can be obta ined from Swarovski 
America Ltd. (Dept. SOF, One Ken nedy 
Drive, Cranston, RI 02920). 

The SL6/7 cannot be disassembled with
out the aid of a 5mm hex wrench, also 
inc luded . Remove the scope and magazine . 
C lear the weapon. Loosen the 5mm alien 
screw at the rear of the upper receiver - a 
somewhat tedious process if you take pains 
not to mar the stock. The recoil spri ng butts 
against the upper receiver and tension never 
slacks off on the screw until the very end of 
the ordeal. Lift up and back and remove the 
upper rece iver. Remove th e retainin g 
sc rew. Withdraw the doubl e-coi l recoi l 
spring and gu ide rod which run in a hole in 
the bolt carrier, strangely offset to the left. 
Lift out the rubber buffer and its sheet-metal 
retaining c lip (not on the SL6), located at 
the end of the lower reciver. Retract the 
cock ing lever. Insert the long end of the hex 
wrench through the retaining-screw hole in 
the lower receiver and compress the firing 
pin while li fting the bolt assembly up and 
out. 
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ABOVE: HK SL7 hooded front sight. 

BELOW: SL7 bolt group: bolt carrier, bolt 
head with locking rollers, locking piece, 
firing pin and spring. 

ABOVE: SL7 safety cannot be easily 
reached or manipulated unless the hammer 
is cocked. 
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ABOVE: Field-stripped SL7 and scope. 

BELOW: HK rear-sight tool and 3mm and 
Smm hex wrenches used for scope rings and 
disassembly of the weapon, respectively. 

ABOVE: SL7 front barrel band with 
retaining pins and front sling swivel. 

Stripping and reassembling a roller
locked HK bolt assembly can be frustrating 
the first time around . Rotate the bolt head 
clockwise one quarter turn and withdraw it 
from the so-called locking piece. Continue 
to rotate the locking piece and it will release 
from the bolt carrier along with the firing 
pin and spring . That's the easy part . 

To reassemble the bolt group , proceed 
exactl y in this manner. Slide the spring onto 
the firing pin and insert both into the bolt 
carrier. With its locking lug positioned up
per dead-center , press the locking piece 
against the firing-pin spring as far as it will 
go and rotate counterclockwise one quarter 

turn . Place the beveled surface of the bolt 
head directly under the spring-loaded boll
head locking lever on the bolt carrier (to do 
this you will have to rotate the locking piece 
again, ever-so-s lightly counterc lockwise). 
Slap the bolt head smartly with the palm of 
your hand to dri ve it unde r the locking lever. 
Make certain you have about 3mm of clear
ance between the bol t head and carrier. Ro
tate the bolt head counterclockwise about 
one half turn , until the locking ro llers are at 
the same leve l as the bolt carrier 's cam
ways . Then pull the bo lt head away from the 
carrier as far as it will go. so the rol lers can 
recess completely into the bolt head . 

The forearm can be removed by drivi ng 
out the barrel-band pins and sliding the bar
rel band toward the muzzle. The 5mm hex 
wrench can be used to remove the trigger 
guard for di sassembl y of the tri gger 
mechanism. I recommend this onl y fo r 
trained armorers. unless you desire to send 
the rifl e back to HK in a paper bag a long 
with an embarrassed , tear-stained letter. 

While there is no gas sys tem to clean, 
delayed-blowback firearms become quite 
fouled in the area o f the barrel ex tension 
immediate ly to the rear of the chamber face. 
Although difficult to reach, it shou ld be 
swabbed thoroughly until c lean. 

Reas embly is general ly in the reverse 
order. When inserting the bolt assembly 
back into the lower reciver , first place the 
bolt-head ejector camway onto the ejector, 
then push in the locking ro llers and firing 
pin, press the assembly downward from the 
rear and slide it forward to the battery posi
tion. Re insert the buffer and recoil-spring 
groups. Thread the retaining screw one full 
turn into the lower receiver. Slide on the 
upper receiver until its retaining slot is seat
ed on the screw 's collar. Tighten the crew 
firn1l y. 

After reassembly , the headspace should 
be checked. This is measured by the gap 
between the bolt head and bolt carrier when 
the bolt group is in battery. The permiss ible 
tolerance is 0 .005 inches to 0.020 inches. 
The pre ferred headspace gap is 0.008 inches 
to 0.017 inches. 

One thousand rounds of military-type 
ammunition was selected for the test and 
evaluation. Two hundred fifty rounds of 
each of the following were fired th rough the 
SL7 fitted with th e Swarovski ZFM 
6x42mm scope: G .I. ball- Vietnam era
carrying a WRA '66 headstamp (Winches
ter Repeating Arms, 1966). PMC (also M80 
configuration), FMJ match re loads (with a 
175-grain , lead-cored, boattail projecti le 
powered by 41.5 grains of Winche ter 
Western 748 flattened-ball propellent) and 
West German surplus with a headstamp 
marked !WK 19-65 with the NATO cross in 
a circle. 

The West German amm uniti o n was 
manufactured by lndustrie Werke Karlsruhe 
(formerly DWM) in 1965 . It is packaged in 
20-round boxes, wh ich, in turn , are packed 
in sealed 200-round green plastic ·'battle 

Continued on page 76 
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RIGHT: Capt. Dye cranks aiming corrections 
on a Chinese 82mm mortar in southern 

Nicaragua. LOWER RIGHT: SOF team member 
Harry Claflin draws a bead with an FN F AL as Capt. 

Dye and two ARDE troopers watch the target. In foreground are 
Romanian AK-47s. BELOW: ARDE guerrillas and SOF team 

members duck and plug their ears as Chinese 82mm mortar fires HE 
round toward target on Lake Nicaragua. 
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SOI~ CENTRAL AMERICA 

SOF Trainers 
Nip Into Nicaragua 

ARDEAIMS 
FOR ACTION 
SOUTH OF 
THE LAKE 

Text by Dale A. Dye 
Photos by James L. Pate 

No signpost, no sen
tries; nothing to mark 

our crossing into com
munist Nicaragua. It's a 
kick to know you're 
actually in the bad guy's 
backyard but you'd ex
pect a dotted line running 
through the jungle . . . or 
something to indicate 
you've stepped out of 
freedom in Costa Rica 
and into the evil empire 
of the Sandinistas. 

Instead we got a big 
grin from our guide who 
pointed to a clearing on 
the other side of a 
hedgerow. " Aquf es la 
frontera. " So that's the 
border. The cows munch
ing on wild rice shoots in 
the clearing don't look 
very communist. But the 
only tyranny they have to 
worry about is the 
machete and the meat 
market. The guys we've 
come to help have other 
problems. 
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Teammate Jim Pate 
wanted to know if he 
should take a picture of 
this first SOF training team 
to penetrate Nicaragua. l 
shrugged it off. If our read-

ers have seen one tropical 
bush or one jungle tree, 
they've seen them all. We 
wiped the sweat from our 
eyes and pushed on 
through the ankle-deep 

MANAGUA MELTDOWN: 
Fear and Loathing in Coach Class 

Like a petulant pony registering a complaint about the 
weight on his back, the plane lurched under me. Expect
ing to see a nearby Pacific vista and the lush jungle 
savannah surrounding El Salvador's international air
port, I awoke at 0730 disoriented. It had been a tough 
night in San Jose. Below me was a huge lake pock
marked with volcanic formations. We banked into a final 
approach for landing. 

Sweet Jesus! If that's a Hind helicopter I just glimpsed 
below me, this must be Nicaragua. A sudden surge of 
jailhouse jitters spidered up my spine. 

Where the hell am l? It came back slowly, painfully. 
Lines from an old Taj Mahal song kept rebounding 
between my throbbing temples: Candy's dandy but lik
ker is quicker. They drinks lots of likker down in Coster 
Rikker. Ain't nobody's 'bidness' but my own. 

I should have known we were in for some high weird
ness on this trip. The score was announced the night 
before when Dale Dye, SOF's executive editor, and I 
strolled into a San Jose bistro to celebrate our return 
from communist Nicaragua. A sign in Spanish outside 
the dark, dingy dive said it all about Central America 
these days: "Patrons check your guns at the door. " One 
look inside and we knew that translated into "Make 
damn sure your piece works before coming in this place, 
sucker. " We proceeded to get judiciously juiced. 

Just before hoisting our load for the road, the social 
situation came unglued. Some slimeball sidewalk com
mando sailed our way on a direct flight from the other 
side of the room, making a belly-up, Longbranch Saloon 
landing on our table. We grabbed for our beers just as the 
Tico smashed by and into the next table without bother
ing to properly introduce himself. 

It's definitely time to go. If the ruckus would just move 
away from the only door to this dimly lit firetrap. Didn' t 
want the bouncers to take undue notice of us. Those 
guys were packing heat and probably itching to use it. 
Especially on a couple of bush-battered gringos. 
Launching into some sort of freaked-out Gringo Gong 
Show could be unhealthy- possibly fatal- in the Land 
of Macho Tico. Feets, don't fail me now. 

We got back to the Hotel Europa just in time to collect 
our mud-spattered gear and catch a cab to the airport for 
our 0600 flight to Honduras. Our scheduled airline had 
cancelled all flights for that day. Gone fishing or some
thing. Whatever. There's another airline next door. 
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Dye helps ARDE's S-2 and five 
squad leaders to plot coordinates for 

mortar attacks on two separate Sandinista bases. 

mud toward a rendezvous 
with our hosts. 

They are the struggling 
remnants of the once
powerful Alianza Revolu
cionaria Democratica or 

ARDE, lords of guerrilla 
turf south of Lake Nicara
gua. ARDE, under the 
benign tactical neglect of 
Eden Pastora, has splin
tered into one large fac-

Soviet-supplied Mi-8 Hip helicopter on tarmac at 
Managua International Airport. 
Photo: James L. Pate 

"Tegucigalpa, par favor. " Quick payola to pry our 
way through Costa Rican emigration and we're headed 
to T eguce by way of San Salvador - a little like going 
around your elbow to get to your asshole. No clue that 
there might be an unscheduled stop. 

Now we were descending into something highly suspi
cious. I looked again. There they were, not one, but two 
Soviet Mi-24 D-model Hinds - canvas covers clearly 
outlining the characteristic bubble-top shape of the nose 
canopies - parked in revetments off one end of the 
runway, as our commercial airliner landed and taxied 
toward the Managua terminal. 

Dye and I were on assignment in Central America, 
having completed a low-profile visit to the southern front 
in Nicaragua's civil war. We were headed through Hon
duras into northern Nicaragua for the second leg, the 
mortarman to lay on one more time Dale Dye's Tube
and-Stake Boogie Sound and Light Show and me to get 
it all down. Our entre to the camps, which to a large 
extent had been placed off-limits to journalists, was anti
helo training we hoped would produce the smoking hulk 
of a Hind on the jungle floor. We had nailed up posters all 
over southern Nicaragua offering a $100,000 reward 
from Soldier of Fortune to the first Hind crew to defect 
with its Mi-24 intact. And we'd been passing out reprints 
of the CIA's manual on guerrilla warfare - as a public 
service, of course. If the Sandinistas knew we were on 
this aircraft and what we'd been up to, we figured they 
might like to have a little chat with us. 

We closed our eyes and tried to melt into the seat 
cushions. It was hard to ignore the Sandinista soldiers 
lollygagging around the aircraft, casually fingering their 
AKs. Here we are on another pointless adventure, out 
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there jamming in the lunatic fringe of God's Great Roller 
Derby. So what if we were smack dab in the middle of a 
country where undesirable journalists - instead of get
ting letters to the editor - get buckshot to the brain as a 
matter of course? No problem. Just stay calm. Keep your 
eyes open, your mouth shut and don' t be passing out 
any business cards. 

The beautiful stewardesses who never smile said we'd 
be on the ground for about an hour. They invited every
one to deplane for a short visit in Managua's transit 
lounge for a drink or sou,venir. Screw that. Would the 
piricuacos check the passenger list? 

The Sandinistas had just recently caused a near col
lapse of diplomatic relations when they barged into the 
the Costa Rican Embassy in Managua. A young man 
seeking political asylum was forcibly removed, but not 
before the Sandinistas shot him in the leg. If the piri
cuacos realized that two SOF troopers were aboard this 
bird, they could come up with any excuse to get us 
off ... . 

No thanks, lady. No trouble. Don' t mind the wait a bit. 
We'll wait here. 

Some shifty-eyed, officious-looking fat geek mounted 
the passenger ramp and waddled down the aisle, passing 
out copies of La Prensa, allegedly the Nicaraguan paper 
least subject to Marxist censorship. "Peri6dico, senor?" 
He regarded the rumpled gringos with dirty jungle boots 
suspiciously, little flecks of sweat beading in the jowl lines 
below his eyes. " Gracias." Dye and 1 both grabbed 
copies of the tabloid from him and buried our faces in 
them, looking for any distraction. 

The lead photo is a picture of a guy with that unmistak
able, forever-vacant look in his eye, pumped full of 
machine-gun holes, lying in a bloody concrete culvert. A 
front-page story quoted the secretary general of the 
Organization of American States as saying that Central 
America is the prime example of the philosophical con
frontations between East and West. Boy, howdy! Just 
drop a focal on all the Soviet aircraft, vehicles and guns 
around the international airport. 

Flip to the classifieds, take the mind off this heavy 
shit. A socialist revi ew is soliciting for publication 
d"well-balanced manuscripts" and "circumspect anal
yses" of Latin American political affairs. The name of 
their little rag is ' 'No Middle Ground. '' Over to the society 
page. Liz Taylor dumps husband number nine. Business 
as usual. 

l half-expected to see reports of SOF's recent work train
ing ARDE troops in southern Nicaragua. Hell, maybe some 

tion (about 700 men and 
women) of devout Pastor
aphiles and one small 
group (85-100 men and 
women) of hard -core 
Sandinista-haters who 

badly want their country 
back. 

Ifs the smaller group 
- known as " reformed 
ARDE" which translates 
"wi thout Pastora" ' - that 

of those 82mm Chinese mortar rounds we'd lobbed toward 
a Sandinista patrol base from our swampy jungle hideout 
had hit pay dirt. Soldier of Fortune had already been in the 
local news only a few days before. The CIA manuals and 
Bob Brown's $100,000 reward for the Hind had made big 
headlines in Nicaragua. 

And then, if that weren' t enough to make us unwel
come in Managua, the Barricada, the Sandinista Party's 
official press organ, reported on the detainment of Nancy 
Donovan, a U.S. nun of the Maryknoll Order, widely 
known for its "theology of liberation," which translates 
into communist sympathies. Sister Donovan reported 
that the Democratic Force of Nicaragua (FON) troops 
which held her on suspicion of espionage were wearing 
U.S. Army and Soldier of Fortune patches. 

That' s it! If we could just get word to those FON guys. 
Don' t let the nun go! Tn~de Sister Nan for two slightly 
hung-over magazine editors. I was still hatching escape 
plots when people began boarding the aircraft. Looks 
like we' re gonna slip through unscathed again . Dye and I 
looked at each other. This sucker was apparently going 
to depart Managua with us aboard. I began to relax. 
Then the boss got that look in his eye. I could see it 
coming. He was going to suggest something that was, 
beyond the absolute ·shadow of a doubt, stark-raving 
mad. 

"Why don' t you unpack a couple of cameras and we'll 
get some shots of all this Soviet hardware? We might 
even get a picture of one of those Hinds." 

I hedged a little. In his understanding way, Dye re
minded me that it was "a direct order, maggot. " I man
aged to convince him that we should wait until the 
aircraft began pulling away from the terminal before 
breaking out the cameras. We split up, each taking a 
window seat on either side of the aisle at the rear of the 
cabin. Two Nicaraguan businessmen took the seats next 
to me. 

As the plane began to taxi toward takeoff, two camera 
motor drives competed with the turbine whine. We saw 
Mi-8 Hip helicopters and other Soviet aircraft and equip
ment, but did not get another look at a Hind. I kept taking 
pictures, both of the businessmen staring in disbelief and 
yammering away at me in Spanish. My obviously per
turbed seatmates were wondering what el gringo loco 
was doing. I leaned back in my seat, smiled at them and 
sang: "Candy's dandy but likker is quicker. They drinks 
lots of likker down in Coster Rikker. Ain 't nobody 's 
'bidness' but my own. " 

- James L. Pate 
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our SOF training team 
has come to help in the 
fight for freedom. They 
can use the coaching. 
Since Pastora was 
dumped from the anti
communist movement in 
Nicaragua in the wake of 
the cut-off of U.S. aid for 
the resistance, ARDE has 
been left holding the 
smelly end of the stick. 
They have neither the 
funds, resources. contacts 
or credibility of their big 
brother FON in the north 
along the Honduran
Nicaraguan border. 

They have effectively 
been absorbed into the 
united anti-Sandinista 
front known as " UNIR" 
- the coalition of re
formed ARDE, FON and 
MISURA (a resistance 
group of ethnic Indians 
and Creole blacks) but 
the move has not netted 
them any lion's share of 
the money, equipment or 
weapons that still trickles 
in to the guerrilla forces. 

In fact, reformed 
ARDE, snuggled into a 
series of small canton
ments a klick or so across 
the Costa Rican border 
inside Nicaragua, is cur
rently about as stagnant 
as the slimy swamp water 
we trudged through to 
reach its base camp. 

But they are inside 
Nicaragua. 

In my book, that gives 
them a certain unique 
credibility which was rein
forced when we broke 
into a second clearing 
and got a first glimpse of 
the people who are trying 
to restore freedom in 
southern Nicaragua. Our 
guide and Alex McColl, 
advance man and fixer in 
his capacity as Director of 
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Special Operations at 
SOF, had walked into a 
clapboard building to 
clear our passage. I stood 
sweating outside with 
Pate, Harry Claflin, Dr. 
John Peters and Gary 
Green, a former Cobra 
pilot who lost a leg in 
Vietnam. We must have 
looked lost. Out of the 
soggy treelines surround
ing the clearing stepped 
two tanned figures cra
dling Romanian AKs in 
the comfortable pose 
affected by peo'ple who 
know their way around 
weapons. 

" I believe we have 
found ARDE." Claflin, a 
former Force Recon 
Marine who has been on 
semi-permanent assign
ment for SOF to help 

' train El Salvador's Air
borne Battalion (See 
" Deep Recon, " SOF 
April '85), ID'd the 
weapons with a practiced 
glance. "Or ARDE has 
found us." 

Our escorts policed up 
the crew and led us 
through more muck and 
mire to the farmhouse of 
what was once a cacao 
plantation. With much 
hand-shaking and back
slapping we were intro
duced to Jose Salvador 
Rabelo, military com
mander of the reformed 
ARDE unit, and his Camp 
Commandant known as 
"Papi" Vega. They knew 
about SOF through the 
odd copy or two that 
someone brings to them 
from San Jose and were 
anxious to know what 
they could do for us. 

These anti-personnel mines were recovered by 
anti-Sandinista guerrillas from a trail where they 
had been planted by Marxist troops. Markings on 
the plastic explosive inside indicate it was made in 
Russia, while the boxes were made in Cuba. A 
pressure-activated detonator lies across 
two of the mines. 
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LEFT: Alvaro Miranda Diaz, 15, dresses the line of his 
ARDE squad before heading into the Nicaraguan 
jungle . . LOWER LEFT: Training in many basic combat 
skills, such as reading a compass, is not available to 
many Nicaraguan freedom fighters. Here an ARDE 
trooper armed with AK-47 and a LAW shoots· an 
azimuth for a mortar exercise. 

"I hope it's a matter of 
what we can do for you," 
I told Robelo. "We know 
that the Soviets have sup
plied the Piricuacos with 
Mi-24 attack helicopters 
and we've brought some 
techniques and equip
ment to help you knock 
them down if they give 
you any trouble." 

Robelo, a solidly-built 
former planter from the 
outskirts of Managua, 
knitted his brow. "We 
have seen the Mi-8s flying 
around the lake but no 
other helicopters have 

THE1RONY OF 
U.S. FOREIGN AID 

American aid, for groups fighting to oust communist
controlled governments in Afghanistan and Nicaragua, 
clearly illustrates the illogical double standard of U.S. 
foreign policy. 

Afghanistan is half a world away from our shores and 
right in the Russian back yard. Despite the distance, 
Congress manages to approve with virtually no dissent 
$250 million in above-board aid to anti-government 
Afghan freedom fighters. As an additional prop, the 
mujahideen also enjoy the general support of the U.S. 
public. The situation seems to reverse as you focus on 
areas closer to home. 

Nicaragua, a Marxist colossus straddling the Central 
American isthmus, is of obvious strategic and tactical 
importance to U.S. security interests. But anti-Sandinista 
groups in Nicaragua are treated by the U.S. like bastard 
stepchildren. They are stuck with under-the-table, "se
cret" assistance in piddling amounts, then completely cut 
off and scorned by many members of Congress. Mean
while, the Russians, Cubans, Bulgarians and other Marx
ist allies send military advisers by the thousands and 
weapons systems by the boatload to prop up a commu
nist regime that seems to have become a cause ce/ebre 
among U.S. liberals. 

Much of that fuzzy thinking is supported by arguments 
that the Soviet Union and other ComB!oc allies are not 
really providing fuel for the political and military fires in 
Central America. Detractors dismiss the mounting evi
dence that communist allies are pouring arms, equip
ment and advisers into Central America through a funnel 
in Managua. Most of the opponents of U.S. aid to the 
anti-communist efforts south of our borders have never 
ventured down there to see for themselves. Those who 
have visited the area have been escorted by the com
munists through specially prepared and sanitized zones. 

been spotted. " 
I unfolded an anti

aircraft pamphlet we'd 
prepared in Spanish to 
teach the troops about 
the vulnerabilities of the 
Mi-24 and smoothed it 
out on a rough table. 
"That doesn' t mean you 
won' t see them in the fu
ture. This is a very effec
tive, very dangerous 
weapon system. " 

Pate was busy tacking 
up a poster on the weath
er-worn wall of the head
quarters. "Not only that, 
Jose, but the first guy to 

fly one of the helicopters 
out of Nicaragua intact 
gets $100,000 from Bob 
Brown. It says so right 
here." The troops 
gathered around him to 
stare at the reward poster 
we'd brought along to 
stick up on local trees. 

We agreed that I would 
begin the training the 
next morning while Claf
lin and Green helped 
organize and inspect 
ARDE's armory and Doc 
Peters did some MED
CAP work among the sol
diers and civilians. ARDE 

Dye and Democratic Force of Nicaragua troops 
examine a Soviet M-38 120mm mortar that was 
temporarily abandoned because it lacks sights. 

The candid, behind-the-scenes view that Soldier of 
Fortune staffers get of battlefields in El Salvador and 
Nicaragua reveal the realities. Every assignment in these 
areas produces more hard evidence that the Russians 
and their communist proxies provide the weapons and 
ammo with which Central Americans kill each other. The 
accompanying photos depict some of the ComBloc 
weapons commonly encountered during a recent SOF 
expedition into Nicaragua. 

- James L. Pate 
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was up for a little profes
sional soldier training but 
their logistics pipeline was 
not. 

Alex McColl had 
finished a quick equip-

ment check before we 
rolled into our hammocks 
for the night. " I applaud 
your enthusiasm but I be
lieve you' ll have to wing 
a large part of your anti-

KIDS IN COMBAT 
"Peasant army" is one of the more romanticized de

scriptions of anti-Sandinista freedom fighters in Nicara
gua. The term fits many of the guerrillas in the ranks, 
which are heavily populated with campesinos. But the 
factions struggling to free their country from communist 
rule also contain many former professional people, such 
as doctors and lawyers, as well as engineers, business
men and merchants. 

Probably more accurate - but not so romantic or 
well-accepted north of the border - is the idea that the 
guerrilla struggle in Nicaragua is largely a children's war. 
Those few who are allowed to visit the freedom fighter 
training camps inside the embattled borders of Nicara
gua are invariably struck by the tender ages of so many 
male and female ralliers to the anti-communist cause. 

Each young freedom fighter has his or her own story 
about lost youth, growing up in a war zone and learning 
at a very early age to live with the ever-present potential 
for injury or death. They are also anxious to let visitors 
know they have learned how to cope with it - and how 
to return the compliment. The story of Leonardo, one of 
the thousands of children made refugees by Nicaragua's 
Marxist-backed Sandinista government, has a more de
finitive ending than most - at least so far. 

At least Bruce Jones, an American citizen who farms 
and runs a citrus nursery in Costa Rica, hopes so. The 
subject of a LIFE magazine article in February about 
Nicaraguan freedom fighters , Jones now helps care for 
12-year-old Leonardo with another U.S. expatriate, 
John Hull, Jones' business partner. 

Odds on a long and successful life for Leonardo were 
very slim only a few months ago. Unlike other children in 
the school that Jones and Hull send him to, Leonardo's 
life has a facet that sets him completely apart from his 
preadoJescent peers in Costa Rica. He is a two-year 
combat veteran who has looked the proverbial elephant 
dead in the eye and knows what it feels like to drop the 
hammer on a sworn enemy. 

Jones has talked "to literally hundreds and hundreds of 
campesinos that have come out" of southern Nicaragua 
into the area around his farms in northern Costa Rica, 
"some to join the freedom fighters and others to become 
refugees." 

"Like poor, little Leonardo," he said, "all have similar 
tales of how they've been screwed around by the regime, 
(especially) in the rural areas." 
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Leonardo joined Eden Pasto ra ' s Revolutionary 
Democratic Alliance (ARDE) in early 1982, Jones said. 
Then nine years old, he had escaped three separate 
times from Sandinista soldiers when he arrived in one of 
ARDE's jungle camps in southern Nicaragua after walk
ing for more than a week. "He fought there for the next 
two years," Jones said. In that time he was wounded in 
the leg by an AK round and his stomach bears scars 
inflicted by RPG -7 shrapnel. "When Pastora ran out of 
funds . . . and was going to sell his helicopter" Leonardo 
decided to become a refugee in Costa Rica. "The last 
helicopter flight of Pastora's out of Nicaragua,, the pilot 
brought the kid to my partner's farm. We've been sup
porting him ever since. " 

Before the revolution that thrust him into manhood 
long before his time, Leonardo lived alone with his father 
" in a little house out in the boonies along the San Juan 
River," Jones said. "He and his dad would paddle into 
the nearest town downriver about once a month and buy 
groceries. " It was returning from one of these trips that 
Leonardo and his dad were stopped by a Sandinista 
patrol looking for ARDE freedom fighters operating in 
the area. Seeing a month's worth of supplies and staples 
in the boat, the Sandinista patrol commander accused 
Leonardo's father of providing aid and comfort to the 
anti-communists. As the simple farmer and fisherman 
pleaded for his life before his horrified child's eyes, San
dinista soldiers took Leonardo's father into the nearby 
brush and shot him. 

"Leonardo ran off into the bush , got back to their farm 
and lived there for about eight or nine days until all the 
food left ran out," Jones said. "Then he took off again, 
was soon captured by the Sandinistas and put into a 
government agricultural camp for kids - practically a 
concentration camp. They'd work all morning in the 
fields and then get about four hours of instruction in the 
afternoon on how to arm, disarm and maintain various 
types of Soviet weapons. Then they'd get a couple hours 
of political indoctrination. 

" He escaped from there and was working at a ranch as 
a little cowboy when another Sandinista patrol saw him 
and started asking a lot of questions," Jones recounts. 
"He took off running and they opened fire . He said he 
didn't know whether they were trying to hit him or just 
shooting up in the air to scare him. He reached the 
Pastora camp nine days later. " 

Jones discounts reports by the Sandinista government 
that it has raised the literacy rate among Nicaragua's 
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Pausing in the jungle near 
Lake Nicaragua, SOF staffer Jim Pate 
is flanked by Emiliano, a team leader 
wearing beret, and Javier Pastora Perez, an ARDE loca.l 
guide. Pate and Pastora are armed with Romanian 
AK-47s. Photo: Dale A. Dye 

Hind training." meant. " It seems your 
equipment did not arrive 
from Miami. " 

I batted away at several 
mosquitos large enough 
to stand flat-footed and 
shit in the back of a six
by and asked what he 

That bit of bad news 
forced me to concentrate 
on familiarizing the troops 

Alvaro Miranda Diaz studies use of Chinese 
82mm mortar. 
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children. "Basically, the most useful thing Leonardo 
learned was how to field-strip a Russian AK, unless you 
call political indoctrination 'school. ' Then yes, they sent 
him to school for two hours every day to brainwash him. 
But he told me something to the effect that 'the other kids 
may have believed that bullshit, but I didn' t. I remem
bered who had killed my father. ' " 

In another respect, Leonardo is unusual among the 
many children and adolescents in the ranks of anti
Sandinista freedom fighters on both fronts in Nicaragua. 
He has gotten away from the battlefield and has good 
prospects for leading a fairly normal life - at least until 
he becomes an adult and rejoins the fighting. Most 
youngsters who joined the freedom fighters are still bat
tling the Sandinistas. Most have been wounded at least 
once. 

Typical of the youngsters still in the ranks is 15-year
old Alvaro Miranda Diaz. The youngest of seven chil
dren, he has no idea when - or if - he will ever see his 
father who remains inside Nicaragua. Alvaro, whose 
boyish face has yet to sprout whiskers, is a squad leader 
in a unit of reformed ARDE, a faction led by El Negro 
Chamorro and Jose Robelo. In addition to responsibility 
for the 10 men in his squad, earned after particularly 
distinguishing himself in battle against the Sandinistas, 

with the Hind, jury-rigging 
air sights for their 
machine guns and 
teaching them some tried 
and true Southeast Asian 
methods for ambushing 

helos. We would have to 
make do and find some 
other way to be useful. 

The next day, after 

Continued on page 80 

Alvaro carries into each fight the burden of knowing he 
might have to kill one of three brothers forced into 
military service by the Marxist government before he fled 
Nicaragua. 

Alvaro grew up in the village of Rama on the Escondi
do River near Nicaragua's Atlantic coast, where his father 
was a fisherman and boat-motor mechanic. Widowed 
more than a decade ago, Mr. Miranda was left to raise 
seven kids by himself. After the Sandinistas took over the 
government, Alvaro recalls, "everyone was scared and 
there was little food. Then Sandinista troops began com
ing around, harrassing my father, taking what they 
wanted of our food and property. 

"First they forced my brothers to join the army and 
then they started asking why I didn' t join. I talked it over 
with my father and he said he would rather see me die 
fighting against the piricuacos than fighting with them. " 
So a grieving father sent away his youngest child to fight 
and possibly die for the freedom of his country. 

On the other hand, Becky gets to see her parents, who 
fled Sandinistan oppression to live in Costa Rica. But 
Becky's visits are necessarily short and far between, 
usually when she gets to leave her ARDE camp in Nicara
gua on a rare R&R. At 16, she has carried a Romanian
made AK-47 in two firefights with Sandinistas troops. 
Becky proudly speculates some of her bullets found their 
mark. 

Before the Sandinista revolution "my parents were 
just poor farmers who tried to grow enough to take care 
of their children and make a modest living," Becky 
stated. "They cared nothing for politics and just wanted 
to be left alone. But the. Sandinista army patrols began 
coming and taking their crops and threatening that bad 
things would happen if we did not support their party. 
They treated my parents badly because we are devout 
Catholics. I don' t think the Sandinistas believe there is a 
God. At least they don' t act like it. " 

Leonardo, Alvaro and Becky have all vowed to con
tinue the fight against the Marxist regime that took over 
their homeland. According to Jones, who has gotten to 
know many of these valiantly determined young refu
gees, " there is a hard-and-fast philosophy among most 
of these young people coming out of Nicaragua. What 
you realize after talking with these kids is that here are 
virtual children who will grow up - if they live long 
enough to grow up - fighting communism. And each 
and every one will continue to fight until he or she either 
dies or wins." 

- James L. Pate 
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If there's just one issue ol 
it's our 164-page 10th 

No issue of SOLDIER OF FORTUNE Magazine has been so long in thE 

SPECIAL coming in August. It will be a BLOCKBUSTER that can't stay 011 

REVIEW OF SOF'S FIRST 10 YEARS will be so popular that many avid 

shelves. ONLY SOF SUBSCRIBERS CAN BE SURE they will receive 

1975 

1 Our 10th ANNIVERSARY COV
ER will be one to remember -
and retain. Printed on special. 

high-gloss paper in five dazzling colors, it 
will be heavier and more durable than 
our normal covers. It is SPECIALLY 
DESIGNED TO BE FRAMED as a sym
bol you can proudly display as you fol
low SOF into the next 10 years. In fact, 
you'll get TWO COVERS with our 
Anniversary issue. The second will be an 

exact reproduction of our first cover printed back in 1975, a 
striking reminder of the sense of promise and dedication that 
marked the beginnings of SOF . . . and continues today. 

1976 

2 
Publisher Robert K. Brown 
comes by his interest and exper
tise in unconventional warfare 

and clandestine operations honestly. 
You'll finally find out why in our 10TH 
ANNIVERSARY ISSUE. Lt. Col. Brown 
reveals a sinister story about his tenure 
as a Special Forces A Team Comman
der in Vietnam for the first time any
where. THIS IS MUST READING' Look 
for Robert K. Brown's exciting narrative 

told from the perspective of a genuine Green Beret warrior. 

1977 

3 Peter Kokalis, SOF's Military 
Weapons Editor, anchors a spe
cial section of the 10th 

ANNIVERSARY ISSUE with an IN
SIGHTFUL ANALYSIS OF THE M60 
MACHINE GUN, perhaps the most 
familiar infantry support weapon to peo
ple who have worn an American uni
form. What Pete has to say about this 
weapon has been long overdue . . . and 
suppressed even longer. We'll bring you 

a look at some of the rarest and most exotic symbols of elite 
para units as well as an IN-DEPTH ANALYSIS OF AMERICAN 
SPECIAL OPERATIONS units. 

Here are 10 outstanding 
should subscribe 

4 The BEST AND BRIGHTEST of 
SOF's get-involved, battlefield 
reporting from Africa, Afghani

stan, Central America, the Middle East 
and Southeast Asia. For the first time, 
you'll be able to compare how it was 
when SOF first got involved in these 
areas with the current situation. It's a 
fascinating FLASHBACK that provides 
insightful background information on 
many of the world's most volatile hot

spots. In our 10th ANNIVERSARY ISSUE, you'll also get the 
latest on-the-scene situation report from our correspondent in 
Cambodia and Burma. Have the North Vietnamese finally con
quered the KPNLF? Have the Karens finally fallen to the com
munist government troops out of Rangoon? YOU'LL FIND 
OUT IN THE AUGUST SOF. 

·1979 

5 
We'll give you a look behind the 
scenes at SOF and introduce 
you to the people who have 

made the magazine what it has become 
over the past 10 years. You' ll meet the 
Special Forces NCO who does SOF's 
exciting, dramatic art work and lay-outs. 
You'll get a personal glimpse of the ded
icated professionals who cover the ac
tion, help train the people fighting for 
their freedom around the world and -

in their spare time - put out a magazine with the reach and 
appeal of SOLDIER OF FORTUNE. 

ABSOLUTE DEADLINE FOR TAKING 

MONEY-SAVING 



SOF you inust read, 
ANNIVERSARY SPECIAL. 

making or so eagerly awaited by SOF readers <'15 c-:..:.r 10th ANNIVERSARY 

the newsstands long. In fact, we suspect the demand for this DYNAMITE 

readers - old and new - will wind up missing a chance to pick it up off the 

their copies of our big, beautiful August issue. 

reasons why you 
now . . . without delay! 

1980 

6 
We'll feature a special, PER
SONAL MESSAGE FROM 
PUBLISHER ROBERT K. 

BROWN in which this colorful adventur
er and crusader will sum up a decade of 
commitment with promises and insights 
about the future of SOF. Executive Edi
tor Dale Dye will review the principles 
which have made SOF such a phe
nomenon in American publishing in his 
popular "De-Brief ' column. All of our 

regular columnists will have something to say about what 
they've brought to the pages of SOF - and to our readers -
over the years. We' ll even have a " Rogue's Gallery" of all the 
colorful characters who have reported for SOF from all the 
world's hotspots. 

1981 

7 
Our 10th ANNIVERSARY SPE
CIAL ISSUE is just the begin
ning of 10 more exciting, color

ful, informative years of SOF coverage. 
You can follow the action around the 
world and retain your view of the situa
tion from behind the rifle sights by sub
scribing now and using this MONEY 
SAVING SUBSCRIPTION OFFER. You 
pay just $23. 95 for a full year of SOF 
delivered right to your front door. That's 

a savings of $11 over the year and AN ADDITIONAL BAR
GAIN savings of $2 over the newsstand price of our 
ANNIVERSARY SPECIAL. 

ADVANTAGE OF THIS 

OFFER IS .. . MIDNIGHT MAY 29, 1985. 

1982 

4T/ soumm 
/ OF FOR'l'UNE ="'"-Of __ ...__ ;,-; 8 

You'll get plenty of value for 
your money in the SOF 10th 
ANNIVERSARY Special issue. 

We're asking more for this collector's 
item - $3.95 on the newsstand - but 
we' re certain you' ll agree it's well worth 
the increased price. The newsstand price 
is nearly double what our dynamite spe
cial issue would cost a subscriber. You 

·•I ---- ...::= can insure that you get our magazine on 
time and SAVE MONEY too. Why pay 

more than you have to for SOF? S ubscribe today! 

1983 

: .. SOl.Dfilll, 
,c' ,. · -·,JNI~ oi: I• 0 .. ;::::. _ 

~ .... ··-.. 1- .. ,... . . :- ·~~:.~. ~~ .. 
~·~, . . , '. ' , . r· 
. "' . . 

. . ~ . 
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1984 

9 
If you' re a TRUE BELIEVER 
and a REAL FAN of the exciting 
insightful coverage carried in 

SOF, you can insure your access AND 
SAVE EVEN MORE MONEY. Just use 
this offer to subscribe to SOF for two 
years. You' ll pay only $43.95 and 
SAVE $25 over the newsstand price. In 
the bargain you SAVE $2 on the cover 
price of our 10th ANNIVERSARY SPE
CIAL ISSUE. 

10 This is a SATISFACTION 
GUARANTEED. MONEY 
BACK OFFER We prom

ise that if you' re not satisfied with SOF, 
you can cancel your subscription at any 
time and WE'LL REFUND THE UN
USED BALANCE. It's HARD TO BEAT 
a safe, secure deal like that MORE IM
PORTANTLY, we' ll insure those who 
S UBSCRIBE NOW will get tneir person
al copy of the 10th ANNIVERSARY 

SPECIAL no matter how great the demand or how short the 
supply. BUT TIME IS IMPORTANT. If you wait to mail your 
subscription, we cannot - repeat - cannot guarantee that 
you'll be able to find a copy of our 10th ANNIVERSARY SPE
CIAL on the newsstands around the world. 



SOI~ CENTRAL AMERICA 

BRUCE JONES 
Is He CIA or a Concerned Citizen? 

B R UCE Jones is an unassuming. soft
spoken U.S. expatriate citrus farmer in 

northern Costa Rica. He reads Sold ier of 
Fo11une and isn ·t afraid to pick up a weapon 
and go into the field to help anti-Sandinista 
forces operating around his acreage. The 
latter practices. more than any other evi
dence. appear to have prompted a LIFE 
magazine article alleging that Jones is a 
Central Intelligence Agency field operative. 

The February story charged that · 'for the 
last three years [Jones] has been a key 
liaison between the CIA and a Costa Rican
based force of 2,500 to 4.000 . . . Nicara
guan rebels whose war against the Sandinis
ta Army has become increasingly bold. · · 
LIFE also imprudently mentioned that 

. Jones has a wife and children and gave an 
approximate location of where he and his 
family live. 

Editors at Soldier of Fortune suspected 
immediately that the article did not ring true 
in a couple of key aspects. When they pub
lished "A CIA Man in Nicaragua," LI FE 's 
editors either willfully broke a federal law 
specifically prohibiting the disclosure of 
CIA agents' identities (50 United States 
Code, Section 4 1 ), or they knew he wasn 't a 
real agent but decided to hype their own 
story anyway. Besides placing Jones and his 
family in danger ofpossibly fa tal recrimina
tions by the many communist sympathizers 
in Costa Fica, the m1icle also put Jones in a 
very questionable position with that nation 's 
government, which has struggled to main
tain its neutrality over the war in Nicaragua. 

When James L. Pate, one of SOF's 
associate ediror:. ' finally tracked him down, 
Jones was cooling his heels in a low-budget 
Miami motel room , keeping his head down 
while the Costa Rican government let the air 
clear. His family remained behind under 
protection of arm ed guards. Pate , a veteran 
of SOP missions to Central America, ar
rived at two rapid conclusions: the group of 
freedom fighters about which LIFE wrote 
were not based inside Costa Rica and oper
ated in Nicaragua; and Bruce Jones. a 40-
year-old college drop-out, is not a CJA 
agent. 

Jones is one of those increasingly rare 
Americans with the courage of his own po
litical convictions. He grew up the son of a 
Chicago-area bookstore owner and maj ored 
in political science and philosophy at Wis-

50 SOLDIER OF FORTUNE 

by James L. Pate 

consin 's Rippon College. He drifted to the 
West Coast where he began ' 'flirting'' with 
one of the 1960s most radical le ft-wing po
litical groups, Students for a Democratic 
Society. Says Jones of those early days: ·'I 
had some friends who were in SDS and /just 
sort of watched from the sidelines. That 's 
where I got my first real knowledge of com
munism and its power tactics. " 

His turn from the SDS began when he 
attended a meeting at which a demonstra
tion at the old Oakland Draft Center was 
being planned. ' 'They were try ing to line up 
a bunch of sorority -type girls from middle
class backgrounds to stand in the front lines. 
They were talking about pushing these girls 

into the police billy clubs from the rear for 
the publicity effect and to radicalize people 
from essentially conser vative back
grounds . . . . The complete SDS leadership 
that I was familiar with were all Marxist! 
Leninists and there was a tremendous 
amount of in fighting as to whether they 
would be Peking-sty le. Cuban-sty le or Rus
sian-sty le. I didn 't think that 's what A mer
ica is all about so I cut my ties with people in 
the SDS." 

Disenchantment was not the reason Jones 
became an expatriate. He first went to Costa 
Rica on vacation. " I don 't like cold weath
er. But I do love the United States. But 
because l quit college before I graduated, I 
found myself somewhat limited in what I 
could do in the U. S . I was single, with no 
ties that bind. '' So he decided to move to 
Costa Rica, where he ended up in agribusi
ness and later as a moral supporter of free
dom fighters operating near him just over 
the border in Nicaragua. 

In the following excerpts from Pate's in
terview with Jones, the farmer discusses his 
views on the situation with anti-Sandinistas 
and how the LIFE article affected his status 
with them . 
Q-Areyou now, orhaveyou ever been an 
agent or contract employee with the CIA? 
A - No. But I can see where [LIFE's 
editors] could justi fy in their own minds 
such a misconception because I had been 
working an independent but essentially par
allel course to what the CIA had been doing 
in Nicaragua, namely trying to help the anti
Sandinistas. 
Q - But as a U.S. citizen living in and 
familiar with an area and its people, being 
located adjacent to the border zone where so 
much activity of that nature is going on. you 
would seem to be an obvious point of con
tact for the CIA . 
A ·- I suppose that could be true. But I 
would like to categorically state at this point 
that I don ' t know any CIA people, period . I 
have never had any contact with them. I 
have never been paid by them. 
Q - What about the flat assertion by Eden 
Pastora (former commander of ARDE) in 
the LIFE article that Bruce Jones " is The 
Company. He does what The Company asks 
him to. I know that. '' 
A-I don't know how he can know that . He 
has a continuing ability to call anybody that 
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he doesn't like a CIA agent. lfyou don't go 
along with his leadership or his ideas, then 
in his eyes you're either CIA or you- work 
for the Sandinistas. 
Q- The LIFE article quotes you as saying 
you helped unload some aircraft. · 
A- Well, that's no big thing. The planes 
and the pilots belonged to Pastora. Typical
ly we offloaded a bunch of crates and boxes. 
Q - What about your own military back-
ground? · 
A -Nothing to speak of except for ROTC 
classes in college. After that it's all been 
based on what I've read. · 
Q-How did you come to be the focal point 
of a LIFE article about the Nicaraguan free
dom fighters? 
A - Basically what we decided back in 
Sepiember - a friend and I .:...... was that we 
couldn't see much hope for additional fund
ing, to help these people, getting approved 
by Congress. So we felt it would be a good 
idea to tell the story to the American public. 
fon Lee Anderson (the reporter) pitched the 
story idea as a balanced report because I 
have Central America's· largest citrus 
nurs~ry. I have been involved in several 
major agriculturai projects in northern Cos
ia Rica. So here's a responsible American 
-not a crazy, you can't call him a redneck, 
you can't call him a right-wing nut. He's got 
a business with 50 or 60 people working for 
him, living in Costa Rica and working for 
the development of the country. And he's 
worrieq enough about what's going on in 
nearby Nicaragua to give a little symbolic 
support to the freedom fighters .... But the 
article came out and had only about two or 
three words iri it about citrus. And the 
photographer that came down took about 40 
or 50 rolls of film just of my citrus opera
tions, out in the field. in the nurserie~. 
There's not a single picture of any of that in 
there. 
Q - But with the opinions that you hold 
why wouldn't it be very easy to.calJ you '·a 
right-wing nut?" 
A - This does not mean that I think the 
people didn't have the right to overthrow 
Somoza. ·1 don't like a right-wing dicta
torship any more than I like communism. 
The only thing about a right-wing dicta
torship is that it's a little easier to overthrow 
than a left-wing dictatorship, especially 
once the Russians start pouring in military 
equipment and trainers. 
Q - So what is the other side to the LIFE 
story, ·the theme that you would most like 
for the read}ng public to understand? 
A~ That I'm a businessman. down there 
heavily involved in agricultural activity.· a 
responsible person, somebody maybe the 
g!!neral American public can relate to when 
I say that there is ii definite need to help 
these people who are fighting for liberty 
down in Central America-the Nicaraguan 
freedom fighters. · 

The public at home needs to be convinced 
- b~cause I perceive that they are not con
vinced _:___ that communism is a very real 
threat, that Costa Rica's borders have been 
violated over a hundred times in the last 
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couple of years. There have been armed 
incursions and they have kidnapped people 
on the streets of San Jose. Then there's 
Daniel Ortega (the leader of Nicaragua's 
Marxist-backed military junta,) talking 
about his "revolution without frontiers." 
The communists are a menace and they are 
in our own backyard. 

You must rememper that this is a war 
which - if it escalates and direct U.S. 
involvement becomes ·not only necessary 
but unavoidable - U.S. citizens can drive 
to in the family car from the United States. 
You could hop in your car and drive to the 
war zone. This is the first potential incident 
of its kind since the Mexican War in the 
1840s. People just don't seem to believe 
that it is a very expansionistic philosophy 
that the Sandinista and all communist gov
ernments have. They are not going to be 
content with Nicaragua. And this bullshit on 
the negotiations [with the U.S.] in which 
they promise they are going to give us sugar 
and not destabilize the· region is invalid, 
They have a/re~dy de~tabilize<l the region. 

. ~. I don't know any 
CIA people, period. I 
· have never had any 
contact with them. I 
have neve~ been paid 

· by them. 

Q - Haven't your unabashed opinions and 
the public exposure in LifE put you and 
your family in danger of violent reprisals? 
A - Of course the thought that there are 
people out there who would probably like to 
see me dead and silent bothers me. But the 
communists [in Costa Rica) threatened me 
long before this article ever appeared, so I 
didn't feel like the publicity put me in any 
more danger than I was already in. I mean, 
everybody and his brother knows where the 
gringo lives. When I was in Miami several 
months· ago working on a. citrus project a 
pro-Sandinista group drove up to my house 
and pointed an AK at one of my daughters, 
who was then 13. They asked for me and she 
told them I was not there. They called her a 
liar and threatened to kill her and the rest of 
my family. She just told them to come in 
and look around if they didn't believe her. 
So they·then decided that I really must not 
be there. 

So far, the communists [in Costa Rica] 
have avoided touching families and we 
haven't hassled any of their families. Up to 
now, at least, there is some uneasy, un
spoken truce that you may be mad at some
body, but it's him you' re mad at and not his 
family. Of course I do keep armed guards 
posted most of the time. 
Q - Wei/, if not personal safety, what is 
your biggest wony about Central America? 
A _:_ That here we have something in our 
own backyard and nobody wants to help. 
And yet we' li send $250 million in aid to the 

Afghans, which is not to say that we 
shouldn't be helping them. too. Both peo
ples in Nicaragua and Afghanistan are hav
ing their government imposed on them from 
above by Marxist dictatorial rule with a very 
thin electoral veneer on it. 
Q - For those persons who do not agree 
with your views, how do you justify your 
own involvement? 
A - I believe the U.S has great moral 
justification for getting involved. To me, 
when a people are struggling for their liber
ty, people who really believe in liberty and 
democracy, I have- and our country above 
all others should have.-'- an obligation to 
help them because of our own past. If the 
shoe was on the other foot again and the 
French had acted toward us like so many 
people in the U.S. would like to see our 
government act toward Nicaraguan freedom 
fighters, you and I very likely could be 
British subjects now. 

Here are these people in the most meager 
of circumstances fighting to regain their 
homeland from an obviously unjust govern
ment. Notio even ·put a political taint to it 
jtis't because it's Marxist, it is still an unjust, 
unpopular, repressive regime and the peo
ple of that country know in their hearts now 
just as they knew before Somoza was over
thrown and the revolution betrayed to the 
communists that they have a right to some
thing better. 
Q - How do you know the Sandinista 
regime is "unpopular" and what is yo11r 
personal definition of "unjust?" 
A - Because of the situation in northern 
Costa Rica, I talk to literally hundreds and 
hundreds of campesinos that have come out 
of Nicaragua, some to join with the freedom 
fighters and others to become refugees. 
They all have similar tales of how they've 
been screwed around by the Sandinista gov
ernment, how it has come and taken their 
rice and their beans, how it has confiscated 
their harvest and then given them ration 
cards to buy back little bits of their harvest, 
often at twice the price at which it was 
confiscated. A lot of times, if they grew 
beans and had a lot of beans, the govern
ment would take the entire crop and then 
give them ration cards for beans. But then 
they'd find that there would be a scarcity or 
to~al lack of beans for cardholders, and the 
people were unable to obtain the very crops 
they had grown. They've really been jacked 
around in the rural areas. · 
Q - What are some of the latest develop
ments in the war of southern Nicaraguan free
dom fighters against the Sandinista regime? 
A - The FON (Democratic Force of Nica-. 
ragua, which is based along Nicaragua's 
northern border), reformed ARDE and Pas
tora have all asked the Cuban community in 
Miami for money to keep up the fight 
against the Sandinistas in the absence of 
support from the. U.S. govemmen~. They 
feel like the CUban exiles in Miami will 
understand and appreciate their plight from 
past personal experience of having the 
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Holly~ood's Hin.d·A· mockl!P ·ii'! Rambo is the best yet. It's 
not perfect, bu\ "Jou wouldn't notice the differences if you 
yver~ bein~ chased. ' · . · 

RAMBO TALKS 
Despite his tough:guy image on screfJn and a repu

tation for being volatile when crossed or criticized, 
· SOF; found. Sylveqter Stallone to be hospitab/e, gra
cious and genuine.lycohcer:hed about Amerir;a's Viet
nam Veterans. /:le seems articulate well beyond the 
tortured street-talk of the characters he is most famous 

. .for playing, and almost erribalra.ssed about riot having 
served in the· m'ilitsry. ' · 

Stallone may have avoided combat in Vietnam but 
he· has finally fixed ·bayqnets a,nd prepared to fight 

' Holiywood's de.libwate misrepresentation of the men 
who· went to war in .his place. SOF Executive Editor 
Da/e Dye.spoke with St(lllone in his office on the MGM 
studio gr"oun'ds in Culver City wher('J the veteran film
ma~er ?Xplained his hopes for tfl.e new movie, Rambo: 
First Blood, Part II. · 
. Stallone: I would like to be able to convey some cit 
the· iriner feelings of the vets and do it in an actlon 
genre so it appears to be-on the surface to the public 
- ent~rtqinment. It also carries wjth it a rather heavy 
so9ial message without cramming it down th~ir 

· throats. It may b~ like covering up a b'ad-tasting medi
" cine With a sweetefler, but the medicina.1 effect is there. 
I also feel a great sense of guilt for the way these men 
have been treated. The war .really skimmed off the 
cri;iam of American youth and they came home to find 
~like Rambo says - .? wors.e war, a qujet \'Jar. And I 
thought if there's anythiflg that can be done, at least if I 
can do it; this would be my w.ay of kind of like paying o_ff 
a debt. · · 
• Since I didn't serve, I thought maybe this would be 
some way to kind of shine the light on them. And it did. I 
just felt I had to do some kind of social commentary on 
it. I just cpuldn't sit back and watch it. It's a story that 
needs to be told. It's something that's really importarit. 
For example, the First Blood script was on the shelf for 
seven years. N0 one wanted to touch it. No one 
_wanted to open up that J:>an.dbra's Box. I' guess it was 
just my ~ense of guilt for not doing a~ much as I could. 

SOF: It seems to me that you or some members of 
your' staff must · Mali~ gone to 'some extr,aorclinarY. 
lengths to research the details for this film: 

Stallone: The technical adviser ... Tony Maffatone 
.. '. .he .. is a t,iigbly decprated Navy SEAL. He is the 
person I based the character of Rambo on. What he 
did was research the best way to get inland ... to 

" make the rnis$ion feasible. We wanted tq make. [the 
action] highly entertaining and yet present [the mis
sion) in such a way that it could be done. The inade-. ' . 
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tans may remember that Crenna, as Trautman in the 
initial effort, showed up wearing a ·green beret with 
an SF emblem on the flash. That's not kosher for 
officers as any Army veteran will attest. This time 
Crenna's beret is shaped properly, he's got his eagle 
on the flash and - lo and behold - the flash is 
correct for !st Special Operc:i.tions Com~and. It's 
better for a senior active duty Army officer bl!! it's not 
quite right. 
· Trautman appears with the correct 1st SOC patch 

on the correct shoulder but he's wearing VN-era, OD 
jungle fatigues and .his paunch is allowed to peek 
over his pistol belt a bit more than image should 
demand. The .chqracter who cares so much for 
Rampo and the honor of his service would be better 
portrayed iri current camouflage BDUs but it doesn't 
hurt the effect. Crenna is believable p.nd quite 
capable of bringing a long, loud cheer out of 
veterans when he takes on the CIA field agent 

quacies that you see in the film are usually because of 
economics. The producers jus\ didn't have it In their 
budget to go all the wav.. 

SOF: How important do you think that accuracy is? I 
mean, you are' going to be tal~ing to ' an enorm.ous 
number of Vietnam veterans whO have bee11 poorly 
portrayed by Hollywoocl. ' ' · · • 
. · St~llone: It's very 'important. When you'r!3 dealing 
with something that ·is a blood-and-guts ::?Ubject -
wher~ men ~ave actually died performing in that.area 
of the world - you can't play witt:l their emoticms. 
Some of them are so hypersensitive to this issue, that 
any inadequacy, any discrepancy just makes· them so 
angry because their frie~ds have died 'there.. -~heY. 
have so m·uch invested, they want the truth. For exam
ple, we made a mistake 011 th!3 flash that· the Colonel 
wore in the first one [First Blood] and I can'.t tell ypu 
how ml).ny vets came up-and said, "Well, you should 
!lave had the rank instead of the Special Forces itisig
nia .. . " So every day ·1 yell at the wardrobe men for 
stuff like that. They don't catch it, but I catch it. 

SOF: Go you think if Hollywood is ever going fo get 
back in the Yietnam Veterans'. good graces that this 
film will do it? · 

Stallone: ·1 tried .' I really tried. What's so dam11 hard 
is that I'm speakiflg for so many m'en and I'm trying to 
put in a m!'llter of seconds w'1at they really wanteGl out 
of.the war. · 

Was it money, was it respect? What was i! really? 
And I think when you redl!Ce it to its lowest common 
denominator. - before w~ get to the Agent Orange 
situation and the way the Veteran's Administration is 
treating people :...._ when you get right down to -simple 
emotion: it's' the fact that the lo\le was nor returned. 

The vets are saying, "What we gave was neit given 
back to us'. We asked our country to love us as much 
as we loved it." And I think-that is where the problem 
$tarted. When it's not a mutual, reciprocal relationship 
.. . when one keeps taking and not giving . . . theit'S 
when you get people going-off tl:!e qeep end. That's 
when the violence begins to simmer. ~ · 

I feel it's the same· thing with Rambo. He nev~:ir 
mentions cinything for himself. It's always .we, we, we, 
It's a case where I tried to take 1 O types of characters. 
ar:id jam them irito one. I doubt that' anyone is that 
expert in everything. So I thpughUhaJ instead of travel= 
ing with a team· of f5 men, I'll make· some sort of 
superhuman being who r.eally is a killing rhachjne for 
his country. He has r:io sense of self. He really says, 
"Cut me up,'beat me; I don't care." • 

When he say~ he died in Vietnam, '1!3 ·means [t.. 
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(played with maddening bureaucratic indifference by 
Charles Napier) and reveals that the politicians never 
did really give a damn ii we won or lost in Vietnam. 

There is a lot of weapons work involved in the film 
but surprisingly little of it is what you would expect 
for a clandestine mission. Rambo brings another 
Jimmy Lile saw-toothed survival/combat knife (one 
inch longer than the First Blood knife and blacked 
with high-temp paint) to the screen and draws a 
tremendous amount of second and third blood with 
the ten-inch blade. His combat moves are quick, 
clean and credible, particularly in a scene in which 
he completely buries himself in a ~uddy jungle 
hillside only to suddenly emerge and dispatch a 
Russian adviser who is looking for him. 

Much of this apparent expertise, displayed by a 
man who has never be~n in service, is attributable to 
U.S. Navy SEAL combat veteran Tony Maffatone 
who spent 1967-70 running clandestine ops in 

Searching for his quarry, this Soviet Spetsnaz trooper 
seems to have missed something. He'll be sorry he did. 

There is nothing left of him. All he wants to do is set it 
right for the people who are still living. He thinks it's a 
lost cause. That's the way I play him. He is The Aveng
er. Rambo is the dark side of the American conscious
ness that has one foot in lawlessness and one foot in 
the establishment and is trying so desperately to stay 
right down the middle. In the original First Blood book, 
he was a psychopath and I felt that was wrong. 

SOF: Can we presume from this movie that you 
believe there are still Americans left alive in Southeast 
Asia? 

Stallone: Oh, definitely. I think so. The Vietnam 
Veterans of America (VVA), I know, doesn't. I made 
the mistake of saying in the paper that I thought the 
VVA did. They certainly don't. From our research and 
from some of the Vietnamese that have come over in 
the past nine months . . . actual sightings by people 
who have been in my employ, and they have no 
reason to lie ... I believe them. There's just too many 
sightings. We've just come out with a documentary 
backed by the League of Families which has extraor
dinary evidence. There's just too many men missing 
and too much evidence. And it's obvious that the gov
ernment's playing it down. 

SOF: Was the metaphoric CIA official a deliberate 
symbol of an uncaring, unsympathetic government or 
did you just need a foil for Rambo? 

Stallone: Well , he was the foil. In one instance, he 
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Soviet Spetsnaz advisers may have made their way into 
modern-day Vietnam and Rambo is the first movie to let 
the American public get a glimpse of them. 

says, " I don't think there's any POWs, I'm just here to 
clean up the mess." That's it, you know? It's just a gig 
for him. Rambo is expendable. And what I like about it 
is that Rambo knows he's going into a meat-grinder. 
You know why? Because he wants one more shot to 
fight the war his own way. I believe what he says is so 
true: "To win a war, you have to become war. " It's a 
matter of who is the most savage. That's what was 
incredible to me in the Vietnam War. They said , "OK, 
we'll have Monday off and you can't cross this line. " 

Yet the enemy was doing everything while the 
Americans were playing some sort of football rules. 
"You can't go into this zone and th is is trespassing and 
drop back and kick. " Are they crazy? That's what was 
so frustrating. 

So in this film, I just pull out all the stops. There is 
nothing he won't do to win and I think that's what you 
have to do. 

SOF: If you had a chance to talk directly to all 
Vietnam Veterans, what would you say? 

Stallone: I'd say this is as much as I can do for you. I 
can bring it to the attention of the public. I can turn the 
light on the subject. In your hearts, this government 
may never come around to giving you the honor and 
the merit of your achievements. That's something that 
you're going to have to make peace with in your own 
soul. But let it be known that this film could not have 
been made without your valiant efforts, without your 
spirit being involved, without the knowledge that I am 
your voice. 

I just want to thank them and give them my gratitude 
for their gallantry. I just hope that somehow their spirits 
can be soothed and that they can know they are the 
warriors. They are the backbone of America. They 
don't need the government to say, "OK, we forgive 
you." 

The hell with .that. They can stand on their own 
achievements and say, goddam it, we did it and we 
have nothing to be guilty about. We could have won 
the war if they'd let us do it our way. 

SOF: Thanks for giving SOF some of your time. 
Stallone: This is so important. I'm really glad that 

you saw it in a favorable light. You guys are the real 
purists. The rest of them . . . these other magazines 
. .. they basically go with the trend. You know, if you 
have a hot movie, they put you on the cover . When 
you're down, they don't give a damn. It's "who's hot; 
who's not. " Every other week it's who's rich, who's 
poor and it's very gimmicky. 

But to be in your magazine, it's a real honor. 
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Vietnam. Stallone called Maffatone "the guy I patterned Rambo after." Maffatone, 
. who runs a security and consulting agency out of New York City (Ronin Agency, Dept. 

SOfi,; 240 E. 46th St., Penthouse A, New York, New York 10017), is somewhat self-
effacing about his efforts as a technical adviser on Rambo. 

"Sly did an enormous amount of research and visited a lot of veterans' hospitals," 
Maffatone claimed. " I just worked along and brought him down to earth a little. Sly is 
extremely athletic and easy to train but there were some problems. 
"You've got to break down -some of the walls these martial arts guys throw up and 

convince the actors that there's no time for that kind of fencing crap when you're in a real 
combat situation. You take a guy out as quickly and cleanly as possible." 

Stall0ne and Maffatone, the eternal Italian stereotypes, nurture a mutual admiration 
that is obvious in speaking to both men. But there were some problems ensuring the 

technical aspects of Stallone's mission performance were credible. In Maffatone's 
'Words it was "a situation in which we had to take some scenarios Sly wanted in the 

film and break them down to a credible compromise. " 
Two of Stallone's most-used weapons caused the SEAL veteran technical 

adviser and former New Jersey policeman to demonstrate that the teacher could 
be as volatile and vocal as the pupil. 

Maffatone wanted Stallone to choose another knife as Rambo's trustiest 
weapon rather than reappear with a Jimmy Lile.creation given the situa
tion and terrain of the mission. "I felt it was strictly for the cameras," 
commented Maffatone. " I would certainly have carried something differ

ent if I expected to be using it on human targets a great deal. But Sly is 
a genius when it comes to how things look on film." 

Haw Jimmy Lile blades look - as anyone who saw First Blood 
can testify - is huge, intimidating and deadly. Stallone 
claims the choice was mostly serendipity. "I was 

going to use the Randall knife which is very simi
lar," he recalled. "Then I ran into Jimmy Lile in a 
knife store and we decided maybe we could 
come up with something a little more modern. 
You know, with the compass and the 

screwdrivers in both ends? I was also 
thinking about using a Randall Bowie · 
but on film the Bowie looks so huge." 

No matter. It's Stallone's moves and 
the way Maffatone taught him to 

attack an adversary that make the 
one-on-one encounters with both 
NVA and Russian advisers easy 
for genuine combat veterans to 
swallow. It's something that 's 



been sacrificed in too many Vietnam film rip-offs and Maffatone rates a well-done for his hard-headed 
efforts. Hollywood should holler for men of such experience and candor when they get ready to delve into 
the business of portraying professional fighting men on the screen. 

Maffatone generally agrees there's just one more flaw for which the film's producers should be called on the carpet. 
We've fielded a lot of weird weapons in the years since the Vietnam war, but I don't recall anyqne offering high-explosive 
warheads for arrows fired from a modern compound bow. Rambo uses such devices to pulverize a pesky NVA officer 
who chases him through the jungle after his escape from captivity, and to wreak HE havoc with a Russian 
.reinforcement convoy just before he escape~ from North Vietnam with a chopper load of POWs. It's great action but 
exploding arrows are a little hard for most v~terans to find in the quiver of their experience. 

" I was almost in tears about the exploding arrows," remembered Maffatone, "but they look great on camera, and Sly does 
use the bow very credibly with regular broadhead arrows. It was another compromise." Some Special Ops types in Vietnam 
did use both crossbows and longbows with! deadly efficiency on clandestine missions during the war. It's hardly a 
quantum leap of faith to buy Rambo's choice of the collapsible bow for silent killing, especially when he 

accurately uses it to split the skull of an NVA prison-camp commander who is about to blow away Rambo's female 
indigenous contact on the ground in North Vietnam. 
She is known as "Co Bao" and well-played by Julia Nickson, a Singapore-born actress and the daughter of a 

Chinese mother and a British fattier. Nickson admirably fills out both standard black peasant PJs and a striking 
ao-dai in her part as the agent who helps get Rambo in and out of the POW compound. Almost any veteran 

who fell in love out of loneliness during his Vietnam tour will understand why Rambo can find a place in 
his cold heart for her. 

She speaks acceptable Vietnamese in several scenes and handles both AK:47s and a 
stolen UZI well. Maffatone also helped coach her in weapons work and she recalls some 

frustration· on the set. · 
"Th~re is the real way and the show business way. The technical adviser kept 
tryiog to show me how it would really have been done and the directors 

wanted it another way for the cameras. I was instructed to do it the 
: Hollywood way." Again, no matter. Co Bao's weapons work primarily 
: involves firing cover for Rambo, and the spray-and-pray method is as 

good as any if you're only trying to keep an enemy's head down for 
awhile. Nickson, a British citizen, claims she was too young during 
the war years to form any strong political opinions, but she's 
proud of Stallone's stand in Rambo. 

" If these men were willing to lay their lives on the line, how 
could we do anything other than honor them for that sacrifice? I 
think this film has a very valid point." 

Nickson's and Maffatone's comments regarding compro
mises are artfully demonstrated in several other scenes that 

may cause some raised eyebrows among veterans in the 
audience. Paratroopers- particularly those trained by SF 
or other special-operations units for HALO and LALO in
sertions - may be surprised to learn that Colonel Traut-
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SOI~ AFGHANISTAN 

IRRITATING · 
IVAN . 
Massoud's Men Keep 
the Pressure on the Panjsher 
by Mike Winchester 



A HMAD Shah Massoud was seated in a 
small, one-room house dimly lit by a 

hurricane lamp. It was one of the few build
ings in this battle-scarred area that hadn ' t 
been hit by counter-battery fire. The resis
tance leader looked gr.im and weary as he 
concentrated on the Farsi-language broad
cast over the BBC. Others in the room s;it 
silently and eyed theii leader apprehensive
ly. The news was not good. 

It was a struggle for the ''The Lion of the 
P~njsher" to be hospitable to foreign visi
tors but he greeted us as and told us what we 
already knew. His ·latest attack had· failed. 
Casualties included two mujahideeq KIA 
when they tried to detonate enemy mines in 
the path of the attack, and another wounded 
by enemy fire. The dead men had made the 
mistake of kneeling to gain greater purchase 
on anti-personnel-mine trip-wires with 
grappling irons. They should've been 
prone: Fragments from the mines had hit 
them in the chest and head. Massoud had 
heard it all in an after-action report from the 
ieader of his assault .in the P.anjsher Valley 
of Afgl"\anistan. · 

The seige haq been months in planning 
and preparation. There had been weeks of 
spoiling attacks, ambushes·and roadblocks 
designed to soften the target. It takes tiqie 
-:-- V(ith so few weapons and so many ene
mies - to force the Russians and Kabul
regime troops into ~ c~rner which allows a 
significant assault by the Afghan freedom 
fighters: 

All the effort seemed wasted now . The 
fortress· outpost had not fallen. Two men 
were dead. And I was disappointed. For the 
past 12 days, I had struggled over difficult 
terrain to reach this place and watch the 
Afghans retake the initiative In the Panj
sher. Nearly two weeks had been spent 
dodging Afghan Army-patrolled valleys 
under Russian-controlled skies , trudging 
through· bitter cold and deep snow over 
14 ,000-foot passes. But my problems 
seemed insignificant compared to those fac-
ing Massoud. · · 

Days before the attack in an area just a 
few l"\ours w;ilk from the mouth of the Panj
sher Valley, we'd seen plenty· of evidence 
that the Soviets were still firmly committed 
to controllin·g the countryside. We'd halted 
for food and rest amid a wild chaos of rubble 
and .broken rock. The peaceful keening of 
the wind was wiped out by the ominous 
drone of a twin-engined AN-26-type Soviet 
recon plane. The pilot was circling, keepjng 
close watch on the tangle of j~gged peaks at 
the head' of the Panjsher. He dipped his 
wings and gracefully swept over the Cha
mar, heading in our direction . With prac
ticed movements the mujahideen picked 
spots and dived undercover. The tecon pilot 
wasn't particularly dangerous but hi-s bud
dies flying the attack aircraft certainly were. 
We'd seen what was left of a nomad caravan 
an hour before .. 

The stench warned us we were 
approaching another mute testimony to 
Soviet air superiority. A sickly-sweet 
stench' Jiung in the still mountain air and 
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Fatig11es an!l Soviet b~ots (th,ese J! re : 
tanli;er's boots) have become standard, 
un1form fo~ Massoud's army of resistance: . . . ' . ... . ,, ~ . 

violated our noses. If you've smelled it be
fore - no matter when or where - you 
recognize it instantly . 

The killing ground was where the narrow 
valley broadened out into a long , open ex
panse of mountain pasture flanked by sharp 
scree-covered slopes. There were no trees 
or boulders that might have provided con
cealment. It had been a massacre . 

Carcasses of camels, horses and donkeys 
lay strewn across the grass where they had 
fallen , legs splayed out, empty eye sockets 
staring into nothingness. Hides , stretched 
taut across whitening bones , were punc

·tured by machine-gun fire or gashed by 
shrapnel. Here · and there, where the grass 
had been gouged by rockets, a few pathetic 
scraps of clothing lay scattered. 

It didn ' t take a p.owerful imagination to 
visualize what had happened . On a simil¥1Y 
cloudless morning , the Su-24 ground-attack 
jets had swept in low between the snow
splashed peaks, spraying the pasture with 
30mm cannon fire and rockets. Men , 
women, children and animals scattered in 
panic . Most died but survivors who made it 
to Pakistan told the story. Some 25 Afghan 
nomads had been gunned down from above 
in an area where their ancestors had camped 
for centuries on the approaches to the pass. 
They lay buried beneath crude piles of 
stones topped with tattered white pennants , 
a grim ·reminder of what everyone who 
dares to walk this ground knows from bitter 
experience. In daylight hours the Chamar 
Pass - the last barrier before the Panjsher 
Valley - is a free-fire zone. Traffic there , 
by Soviet definition , is resistance traffic. 
Anyone else is subject to the same deadly 
toll for passage. 

So we sat it out all morning , hidden 
among the rocks, the horses camouflaged 
with blankets . Antonovs ca.me and went . 
Occasionally the distant roar of an unseen 

jet: sh'l:ttered the stillness. Jhe muja~ideen 
slept. I dozed ·and wondered what we were 
~oing to find on t~e far ·side of the pass. 

Hy afternoon cloud cover had blown in 
and aerial activity eased. Rather than risk a 
broken leg on the pass at night , we decided 
to move eariy, Leaving the valley and its 
pastures behind us , we cut up a brutally 
steep, winding trail that brought us to the 
last rocky shelf before the head of the Clia
mar Pass. We were star players ip an icy 
amphitheater of rock. Above our heads tow
ered the jagged 16,000-foot wall that sepa
rated us frorn the Panjsher. There was no 
vegetation, no birds , just ~grim wilderness 
of rock and an utter, frozen si lence. 

Climbing to the crest of the mountain 
looked to be a trek of less than 1,000 feet. 
But it took us over an hour of slow, ;igo
nized plodding, step by step, gasping in the 
thinning .air. By 1600 we reached our objec
tive marked by a gap in the rampart of'rock 
just wide enough to permit one horse to pass 
at a time. We would now cross into the 
turbulent Panjsher Valley. Snow was falling 
and the 19,000-foot peaks around us were 
shrouded in clouµs. My hands and feet were 
numb with cold . 

We paused long enough to let the strag
glers eaten up , yelling at them in wild exhil
aration. And. then , almost unbelievably, we 
were going down , edging slowly over ice
covered rocks into the Panjsher. 

The journey in had been a· rough one -
even by mujahid standards-covering all of 
12 brutal days. The first day's hike should 
have warned me of Vfhat lay ahead in my 
effort to join· Massoud and his band of free
dom fighters. We had slipped across the 
Pakistani border with our mujahid guides 
under cover of darkness and climbed the first 
pass to a resting place by"0400. We set out 
again after three hours' sleep and climbed 
solidly until we made the top of the pass at 
ar.ound 14,000 feet, stopping at noon for a 
meal of dried-bread cake. The meal hardly 
seemed sufficient for men who were car
rying 50-pound packs over 15,000-foot 
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mountains. By the time I staggered into our 
first rendezvous in Nuristan some time after 
~00 hours, \knew damn well it wouldn't 

Starting out on such a rugged leg has only 
one major .advantage: things ca11 only get 
better. Our pack horses had crossed ahead 
of us for security reasons. We caught up 
with them on the second day when everyone 
realized we would need more food. Hunger 
stayed with us most of the way, by-product 
of a diet of unleavened bread and tea, occa
sionally supplemented by whai we could 
scavenge along the road. 

Compared to the horses we were having a 
ball. Mujahideen arms caravans heading 

At a critical moment, the DShK jams and 
the mujahid gunner desperately tries to 
clear it. 

into th'e interior may vary from anything 
between 20 to 500 and more pack animals. 
What does not vary is that every one of them 
does its wretched share of work and plenty 
more besides. Loads average around 180 
pounds of munitions with maybe a rider 
perched on top for the hell of it. As the 
bleached skeletons and rotting carcasses 
that litter the trails suggest, you can only 
push the sturdy animals so far. Beyond that , 
you're looking at a heap of RPG ammuni
tion in the middle of nowhere and a long 
walk. 

From the Chamar Pass we moved down 
toward the main valley at a rapid pace. But 
an hour after dark we were still stumbling 

down a bleak wide valley along a trail that 
our guides cheerfuly informed us had been 
liberally sewn with butterfly anti-personnel 
mines a few months before. At 2000 hours, 
tired, hungry and anxious about mines , we 
halted. Shelter for the night was a rough 
stone sheep pen. There was no wood- so 
no fire. Dinner was a piece of moldy bread 
and a handful of mutton each, eaten in a 
frozen huddle around the dying illumination 
of a torch. Then we crawled into our sleep
ing bags and tried to sleep. Welcome to the 
Panjsher. 

Next morning I felt better. We pushed on 
early toward our first village and the prom
ise of breakfast. Before reaching the settle-



ment, however, we passed another group 
plodding up toward the pass: some mujahi
deen, two French movie-makers and five 
Soviet prisoners en route to Pakistan. Pale 
and dispirited, the Soviets' faces seemed 
preposterously young against those of the 
tough, bearded mujahideen who grunted a 
welcome and kept moving. No armed 
guards surrounded the prisoners. There was 
nowhere for them to run. 

From the French we heard reports that 
Massoud was in Dasht-i-Rewat, two days' 
walk down the main valley. And, they said, 
there was talk of a general counter-offensive 
to drive the communists back down the 
Panjsher. That was confirmed a day later 

when we reached a village in the Parian 
district of the main valley. 

A party of mujahideen passed through, 
heading north to make liaison with resis
tance groups in the northeastern province of 
Badakhshan. They'd been with Massoud 
two days before in Dasht-i-Rewat and had 
come very close to the warrior's ultimate 
reward when Soviet jets had bombed a 
house within 50 yards of the Panjsheri com
mander's temporary CP. They were con
vinced it was no coincidence. 

"Wherever Massoud goes, they bomb," 
one freedom fighter told me. With extensive 
bums across his back, he seemed an author
itative source. At the start of what we 

planned to be two or three weeks working as 
closely as possible with Massoud, this was 
just the sort of morale-boosting news we 
needed. 

That afternoon we rearranged our packs , 
leaving non-essential items, to be able to 
move and climb faster. No one left his first
aid pack. 

We reached the town a day later. At about 
100 klicks from the valley mouth, Dasht-i
Rewat is one of the Panjsher's biggest set
tlements. Or was. What had been a busy, 
thriving community of maybe 15,000' was 
today a ghost town - a charred, blackened 
shell fought over, bombed and systemati
cally torched until not a single building re-



mained undamaged. This was our first real 
taste of Moscow's prescription for non
Marxist Afghanistan: scorched earth. Total 
destruction. The Soviet version of peace 
and progress had reached the Panjsher. 

Civilians were long gone but the mujahi
deen remained. We cquld make out figures 
moving among the ruins on the further bank 
of the river and our mujahideen guide, 
Mohammad Sabir, a nati ve of Dasht-i 
Rewat, soon found the local quaragah in a 
well-hidden spot not far frpm the town it
self. We were made welcome in a tiny room 
festoooned with RPGs, Kalashnikovs and 
RPKs. It looked more like an armory than a 
command post. 

Around the room seated on cushions were 
some of the local zarbati boys. Panjsheri 
mujahidc:;en stand out anywhere in Afghani
stan . The Chitrali serge cap is almost stan
dard issue. Most wear uniform "'dreshi " or 
fatigue:; trousers in pre ference to the baggier 
pantaloons worn e lsewhwere. Bush jackets 
or Soviet-issue quilt or parade jackets are 
common, and Soviet Army boots (brought 
mostly from Kabul) are preferred over san
dals for the rocky terrain of the area. The net 
impression is a band of veteran , profession
al fighting men . It fits. 

T he quaragah commander, Atiqull ah 
Khan, was absent but liis officers fed us a 
simple meal of tea and thick slabs o f un
leavened bread . Dasht-i-Rewat, they told 
us, had taken niore than its share of jabs on 
the sharp end of ~he Soviet eighth offensive 
in the Panjsher. A Soviet force estimated at 
between 1,000 and 1,400 men had beeri 
lifted into the area, triggering three days ' 
heavy fi'ghting. l'he Russians admitted to 
one chopper lost and a jet downed. The 
mujahideen indicated they had killed or 
wounded some 300 Soviet troops. The muj 
had lost I 0 men KIA out of a total of 15 
~illed in a series of e ight commando assaults 
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Mujahideen rely on cover for prote<;tion 
against air .attack, "since,tlieir only defense is 
the 12.7mm HMG. · 

on the area since 20 April. Morale appeared 
high - strikingly so . 

We fina lly caught up wi th Massoud two 
days later in a village further downstream 
from Puzhgur. We were invi ted to dinner 
and by Afgha n wartime sta ndards the 
c uisine - goat fried in breadcrumbs. French 
fries, rice and salad - was unbe lievable. 
The dining room also took some gett ing 
used to: the upper room or a partially de
stroyed house. where tbe windows had been 
roughly covered with boards and blankets. 
At one encl of the room hung a large map of 
the Middle East and Afghanistan. 

Company was varied . In add ition to Mas
soud and his staff. there were the three of us 
and two Soviet prisoners. One. a 2 1-year
o lcl I ieutenant. had been captured on the 
Salang a few weeks earl ier. The other was a 
19-year-old from Kursk who looked 15 and 
had deserted as a result of what he c la imed 
was excessively bruta l treatment in his unit. 

Massoud was relaxed and in good humor, 
and conversation ranged freely. The ·elder 
Soviet spoke fair Farsi and raised laughs by 
describing the Soviet attitude toward Bab
rak Karma! , their p1:1ppet in the capitol. He 
is known among the Russians as ' ' King of 
Kabul and some of his couritry ' s road.s, " 

And we discussed the possibility of a 
Soviet helicopter ass~ult to establish a garri
SOfl at Dasht-i-Rewat. That, it seemed , was 
about the last thing anyone expected to hap
pen. They way Massoud saw it, the com
munist~ already had their hands full trying 
to maintain the four garrisons they had 
established in the Panjsher. The initiative 
now was with the mujahideen and - as the 
Frenchmen we met earlier had hinted - a 

general offensive was soon to be launched , 
aimed at tightening the pressure around the 
communist enc laves and putting the big 
squeeze on Puzhgur. If the Afghan Army 
could be forced out of Puzhgur, there was a 
good possibility they would retreat back 
down the valley, according to Massoud . 

There was some basis for his strategy. 
Puzhgur was not in good shape. Soviet un its 
had pulled out in September leaving about 
500. Afghans to mind the shop . Without 
open supply routes that was easier ordered 
than accompli"shed. For two weeks now 
convoys moving up the valley had been 
prevented from breaking the siege. On 24 
September the first all-Afghan attempt to 
punch through had been pushed back , with 
the guerrillas capturing two trucks loaded 
with rice and potatoes. Then, o n 30 Septem
ber , a Soviet convoy had lost four AFVs and 
30 me n KIA in another major ambush. 
Dashikas manned by niujahideen gunners 
on the surrounding hills had prevented he li
copters from landing a rescue force. 

· In short, as far as Massoud was con- · 
cerned , the only major operation the Soviets 
were likely to ·undertake was a push up the 
valley to break the siege of Puzhgur and 
extricate the embattled , dispirited garrison 
from an Afghan version of Dien Bien Phu. 
His own strategy involved pressing home 
attacks around the base on the valley floor. 
That meant first seizing the surrounding 
high ground from small , entrenched pla
toon-sized outposts which dotted the steep 
slopes on both sides ofthe valley. That was 
a significant action and I wanted to observe. 

We moved next morning at 0700, congre
gating first under the trees still standi.ng 
amid the ruined vi llage. The surrounding 
wheat fie lds were bare, scarred by shallow 
pits where Soviet tanks had dug into defen
sive positions during the Panjsher VII ad
vance. Around them were individual fox
holes litierecl with spent cartridge cases. 
Gaping bo mb craters pocked the valley. The 
moonscape of carpet-bombing began far
ther downstream near Ruka and Bazarak 
where the Soviets had anticipated the tough
est res istance. 

Massoud and his staff were in high spirits 
as they organized for the march. There was 
a brief prayer for safety on the road and then 
we set off in small assault groups. We fo l
lowed the ma in track down the valley, but 
before long it branched off across open 
fields to cross the rushing torrent of the 
Panjsher River via a rickety wooden bridge 
that Soviet bombing had fa iled to destrqy . 

An hour later and safely across the swol
len river we were climbing again , up into 
the narrow defi le of one of the Panjsher 's 
numerous side-valleys. Each leading down 
into the main valley, these rugged avenues 
carved qy water are both res istance bolt
holes and attack routes. They have also been 
the site of some of the most murderously 
effective ambushes of the Afghan war. 

The day had dawned cool and c lear. But 
by I 030 the sun was strong and I sweated 
under a heavy jacket and pack. The ex
tre mes of heat and freezing cold that mark 
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farther down the main valley. 
Massoud's plan to attack this outpost was 

simple but well-conceived. T~e first move 
would be to divert supporting fire with di
versionary attacks around Bahrak and 
Bazarak . He hoped that would draw D-30 
and BM-21 fire off into the mountains. 
Then at 1700- with enough light left to see 
but not enough for the Soviets to mount 
airstrikes from Kabul or Bagram - the 
assault on Khoja Kolan and other posts on 
the farther side of the main valley would go 
in at high port. 

Mujahideen supporting fire was to be 
provided by three 12 . 7mm DShK HMGs, a 
couple of B-10 recoilless rifles 500 yards 
from the post , and a mortar position behind 
them. C loser in would be three two-man 
RPG teams and two RPK crews. Under their 
fire , three 10-man assault squads armed 
with Kalashnikovs, hand grenades and 
grappling hooks fo r AP mines would try to 
get toe-to-toe with the enemy . 

Since the Soviets established bases at 
Ruka and Anawa in the wake of the 1982 
offensives , mines had been laid in depth 
around all positions - in particular Afghan 
Army ones. The reasoning was sound 
enough: aside from keeping the mujahideen 
out , minefields also served to keep reluctant 
conscripts in place. Some mines were 
buried. ·But most were anti-personnel de
vices atop raised wooden supports deto
nated by interconnected trip-wires. The mu
jahideen have only their eyes and their ex
perience as mine-detectors. 

They supplement those with grappling 
hooks. Assault squads hurl them to catch 
trip-wires. Then they pull the rope to deto
nate the mines at a distance. Attackers then 
craw l forward to get within hand-grenade 
range . That 's the theory. 

Our advantage - and I searched desper
ately fo r at least one - was the high ground 
above Khoja Kolan . The communists had 
positions up there but the freedom fighters 
were ready to climb higher. How much 
higher we got to see the hard way. 

We fin a ll y left the vill age one night 
around 0200 after five hours ' sleep . The 
moon was one night off full. As we climbed 
out of the vi II age over a high spur that sepa
rated us from the next side valley , we lost 
the moonlight. By 0400 we were stumbling, 
cursing and sweating up an almost sheer 
slope in the full blackness ofpredawn. Only 
gradually as we inched up toward the out
line of the Panjsher' s ramparts did the first 
trace of dawn appear amid the peaks of 
Nuristan. Then we reached the top of the 
high rim of the valley at around 14,000 feet. 
Below us the Panjsher was still lost in night. 
It was almost 0500. 

Massoud and his staff halted for prayers, 
a simple ac t of worship performed in a sin
gle line fac ing Mecca. One muj ahid acted as 
leader , singing the Arabic prayer in a 
steady, sonorous tenor. A sentry stood 
guard, his Dragunov sniper rifle silhouetted 
aga inst the growing light in the east , rising 
from beyond range on a range of jagged , 
snow-capped peaks. Sitting on a rock , tired , 
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High above Khoja Kolan, guerrillas set up a 
dashika to cover the assault on the fort . 

hungry and cold , I suddenly fe lt I under
stood something of what these men were 
fighting to preserve . I was witness to an 
ancient way of life that neither the Soviets 
nor anyone else had the right to alter. 

We were now already close to the post at 
Khoja Kol an, situated 15 minutes' walk 
away , lower down at the end of the same 
ridge we had cl imbed . We pushed on quick
ly along the farther side of the ridge line and 
upward , away from our target. Moving 
back up the spine of the ridge , we followed a 
dried-up irrigation ditch and came to a 
group of stone cattle pens where we spent 
the day. Around us on the mountainside 
other groups of guerrillas were assembling 
in well-concealed pos itions. 

To my surprise , from the cattle pens we 
could actually see Khoj a Kolan some 2 ,000 
meters distant , a nipple on the breast of the 

· ridge. Through binoculars I could make out 
figures moving between the bunkers: a sol
dier shaking out a blanket . . . a water
carrying detail. The fact that we could also 
be seen didn ' t concern anyone too much. As 
one Afghan told me , the communists knew 
there were guerrillas in the mountains and if 
they knew what was good for them they' d 
keep quiet. 

That afternoon we got a chance to meet 
the enemy close up. It was an encounter that 
went a long way to explain why 18-year-old 
Russians are having to die in Afghanistan in 
growing numbers every year. 

They appeared over the ridge without 
warning and trudged single file into the cat
tle pen . The eight of them ranged in age 
from late teens to mid-forties , gaunt, un
shaven , dressed in uniform parts and ci
vilian clothes . Unmistakably deserters. Not 
the first we'd seen but the biggest group. 

They drove the message home hard . As I 
scribbled in my diary: 

The word rabble just doesn 't begin to 
describe these men. There is absolutely 
nothing military about them. But these 
are the 'soldiers' defending Babrak 's 
regime. 
They got a warm welcome complete wi th 

handshakes from the muj ahideen. They said 
they' d deser.ted from positions near the 
Soviet base at Bazarak three days before, 
some with weapons , some without. They 
now had one thing in mind : getting home. 
And five minutes after answering questions 
about the fightin g around Bazarak they were 
on the move . Unescorted free men . 

That afternoon the guerrillas were happy 
to see the skies cloud over. It cut the chances 
of airstrikes. But then it started snowing and 
we began to wonder if we weren ' t getting 
too much of a good thing. By nightfall 
heavy, wet snow settled on the rocks. 

The evening meal was a piece of bread , 
thin meat soup and half an apple each. We 
ate crouched in one of the stone shelters out 
of the wind and snow . But there was no 
escaping the cold which seemed to seek 
every crack in the rough stone wall. We lay 
huddled in our s leeping bags , wearing every 
piece of clothing we had and feeling like 
deep-frozen mummies. 

Next morning I woke to the ro lling thun
der of artillery echoing among the moun
tains - BM-2l s at Bazarak hammering 
away at suspected mujah id positions. Out
side the world was a sheet of blinding white
ness, four inches of snow spread across the 
mountainside, the first heavy fall of the 
winter. On the slopes between our position 
and Khoja Kolan the wind blew surface 
snow into great clouds. But above, the day 
was clear and against the startling whiteness 
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Comparing war to dueling, Otto Skor
zeny deduce(i: " You cannot waste time 
feinting and sidestepping. You must decide 
on your target and go in ." Better than any 
other statement, that completely sums up 
Skorzeny 's career as Germany's most dar
ing soldier. No complex planning, no elabo
rate techniques, Skorzeny simply took 
advantage of events and waded in. SOF 
looks at the career of this illustrious com
mando in Part One of a two-part series. 

T HE date was 26 July 1943. It was a 
quiet Sunday in Berlin and an obscure , 

35-year-old Waffen SS (Schutzstaffel) 
Hauptsturmfiihrer- (Secret Service Captain) 
named Otto Skorzeny was havipg a leisure
ly lunch i11 the Hotel Eden with an old friend 
from his native Vienna. Out of uniform and 
chatting amiably over coffee, Skorzeny 
hadn 't the fai ntest idea that within hours he 
was to be catapulted from nowhere onto the 
stage of world history on a "mission im
possiple" that was to make him the most 
famous commando of all time. The previous 
April 20th - the 54th birthday of his com
mander-in-chief Adolf Hitler - he 'd been 
promoted from lieutenant to captain and 
made the firs t-ever Chief of the German 
Jagdverbande (Special Troops) . But noth
ing could have prepared him for hi s next 
assignment. 

Hitler had demanded the unit ' s creation 
in response to British commando raids in 
North .Africa and on the coastline of Naz i 
Germ a ny ' s Festung Europa ( Fortress 
Europe). The order bringing the new unit to 
life was vague ly worded: " Existing or to be 
created in the fu ture.' ' ln sum , the new 
Capt. Skorzepy commanded a unit yet to be 
tested in actual combat as a fighting fo rce . 

Still , he had an odd feeling that some
thing was wrong that Sunday in Berlin , and 
decided to call his headquarters just outside 
the capital at Friedenthal - the oddly
named " Valley of Peace" - to see if any
thing was going on. 
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Pandemonium erupted on the other end of 
the te lepho ne line and Skorzeny cou ld 
scarcely believe what he was hearing . Aides 
had been searching the ci ty fo r him fo r over 
two ho urs . A message had come from 
Fiihrerhauptquartier (Leader headquarters) 
"somewhere on the Eastern Front" order
ing him, Otto Skorzeny , to fl y "there" at 
once . A military aircra ft was awaiting Skor
zeny 's arrival at Berlin 's Tempelhof Airport 
for a 1700 take-off. 

No one from the Spec ial Troops had ever 
been su mmoned to FHQ but Otto Skorzeny 
kept his wits about him as he calml y told his 
secretary. " Tell Rad! to go into my room 
and pack my uniform and toilet gear. Don' t 
le t him forget anything . . . . Haven't you an 
indicat ion what thi s is a ll about"l" 

· ' No. " she answered. "we don ' t know 
anything here.·· 

Captain Karl Rael ! - a friend from Skor
zeny's Vienna student days and his immed i
ate choice as aide after hi s ow n April 
appointment- met Skorzeny at the airfie ld 
in front of the waiting Focke-Wulf Kondor. 

Rad!, just as puzzled as his chief by all the 
hubbub , mumbl ed so methin g a bout a 
"change of government in Italy" as Skor
zeny entered the pl ane as its so le passenger. 

NAZI WAR HISTORIAN 
Blaine Taylor is a freelance writer liv

ing in the Baltimore area. During the 
Vietnam War, he served with the U.S. 
Army's 199th Light Infantry Pivi.sion . 
Over the last two decades, Taylor bas 
published numerous iirticles and reviews 
on the history of Nazi Germany ~nd has 
done primary research into captured 
German photogriiphic files on deposit 
with the U.S. Archives in Washing~on 
D.C. Currently an advertising public
relations executive, he has extensive ex
perience as an editor, reporter and radio/ 
television talk-show host. 

Now in his fe ldgrau (fie ld gray) Waffen SS 
uni fo rm with twin sil ver runic SS ligh tning 
flashes at the throat , Skorzeny settled back 
for takeoff with a g lass of French cognac to 
steady hi s nerves . 

" Whal on earth is going on?" he won
dered silently. Why was he being sum
moned to the most secret location in al l of 
occupied Europe thi s lazy summer day? The 
plane 's engines droned monotonously dur
ing the three-hour flight. Thoughtfully . 
Rael ! had put a map in Skorzeny ' s briefcase , 
so he traced hi s route from the air to Eas t 
Prussia , on the far Eastern frontier of the 
German Reich . 

ln the dusk , the pla11e \ouched down at 
Rangsdorf airstrip . Hustled into a waiting 
Mercedes- Benz Army staff car, Capt. Skor
zen y was driven nine miles to Hitler ' s 
famed principal wartime military headquar
ters at Rastenburg - the Wolfschanze, or 
"Wolf's Lair. " Like most soldiers , Skor
zeny expected Rastenburg (the site today is 
located in Poland) to be a series of dugout 
trenches anc! underground bunkers. After 
all , he reasoned , wasn't this the spot from 
which Hitler had la\)nched and was even 
then conducting his greatest gamble , the 
campaign against the Soviet Union? 

It was, indeed, but Skorzeny was in for a 
surpri se. The Wolf's Lair was a sizable , 
log-hut vill age located in a damp, murky 
pine forest. obscured from the air by 
camo ufl age ne tting and ta ll trees , sur
rounded by anti-a ircraft g un s, concrete 
bunkers, barbed wire and masses of SS 
troops. 

Hitler waged his war there under the for
bidding trees in an aura of secrecy and 
sec lusion . There were three concentric ri ngs 
of security in the area; all entrances were 
guarded by submachine-gun-toting troops. 

Besides quarters for top Nazi Party and 
Wehrmacht offic ials, there was a kitchen, a 
theater, an air-raid shelter and - strangely 
- a tea house. Army Colonel General 
Alfred Jod i (after the war hung as a war 
criminal at Nuremberg) described the Ras-
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ten burg compound as ' 'A cross between a 
monastery and a concentration camp.'' 

It was to the tea house that Skorzeny was 
taken , ushered into the presence of five 
Army and Luftwaffe (Air Force) special
unit officers - all senior to the unknown, 
lowly captain . The tension mounted as the 
uniformed mutual strangers tried to make 
small talk. One of them mispronounced his 
name, and Skorzeny found himself snap
ping, "It's not so very difficult! All you 
have to do is break it up: Skor-zay-ny . It 's 
quite simple!" 

Suddenly , one of Hitler' s own SS aides , 
Otto Giinsche. appeared to announce . 
.. Gentl emen. you will now e nte r the 
Fiihrer's presence.·' The assembled officers 
were thunderstruck. not the least of them 
Skorzeny. who had never seen Hitler in 
person before this moment about to occur. 

They trooped into Hitler' s study in 
another building and lined up at attention . 
The door opened, and in strode Adolf Hit
ler. He wore a double-breasted feldgrau 
tu nic adorned with an Iron Cross. First 
World War servict;: medal and Golden Nazi 
Party Membership Badge. crisp white shirt , 
black tie. creased trousers and shiny laced 
shoes. His dark hair and famous toothbrush 
moustache were flecked with gray. As he 
trooped the line . Hitler paused before each 
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The hero of Nazi Germany: With his Iron 
Cross and Hitler-style moustache, SS Major 
Otto Skorzeny cut an impressive figure. 
Photo courtesy of the U.S. National 
Archives 

man and heard a brief recitation of the indi
vidual 's career. then stepped back to inquire 
of the group ... Which of you knows ltaly 
and what do you think of the ltalians·1 .. 

The others. saying what they thought Hit
ler wanted to hear. offered soothing phrases 
about Italy being Germany's loyal Axis Pact 
partner. and so forth. Skorzeny. although he 
had an earned reputation for being reckless 
and impulsive at times. thought hard about 
his answer. He knew that the others thought 
little of the Italians· poor military prowess 
in two world wars. but feared lo say so . He 
decided to speak his mind . 

An Austrian li ke Hitler. Skorzeny re
sented the fact that Italy held Austria ·s 
beautiful Alpine region. the Alto Adige. He 
blurted out his answer to Hitler·. question: 
.. What a question. I am an Austrian." 

Hitler stared stra ight at him. He had been 
known to make sudden. seemingly inexplic
able choices in men in the past to command 
important ventures. In the 1920s he had 
appointed fo rmer World War I air ace Cap
tain Hermann Goering to lead his fledgling 

Brownshirted Stormtroopers. He had also 
sent a junior general named Erwin Rommel 
to command the newl y-formed Afrik a 
Korps. Now he was about to make another 
of those decisions. 

Standing fi ve-foot-nine and weighing 
155 pounds. Hitler surveyed his gigantic 
fe llow countryman standing rigidly at atten
tion before him. At six-foot-four and 206 
hefty pounds. Otto Skorzeny towered over 
the former World War I Army corporal who 
now decided the destiny of the Third Reich. 

Hitler coolly appraised Skorzeny's rug
ged frame . blue eyes and fencing-scarred 
left cheek from student duels, all of which 
presented a powerful psychological por
trait. Scars ran from his left temple down his 
cheek and across his massive chin . later 
earning him the nickname " Scarface" in 
the enemy press. 

Hitler broke the silence: " Capt. Skor
zeny. you will stay behind . The rest may 
go. 

Straightaway. Hitler shared his inner
most concerns with the SS Captain . Skor
zeny. pleased that Hitler could at least pro
nounce his name correctly. listened in be
wildered silence. 

" I have a mission of the highest impor
tance for you. Mussolini . my fri end and our 
loyal comrade- in-arms. was betrayed 
yesterday by his King and arrested by his 
own countrymen. I cannot and wil l not 
leave Italy's greatest son in the lurch. To 
me . JI Duce is the incarnation of the ancient 
grandeur of Rome. Italy under the new gov
ernment will desert us. I will keep faith with 
my old ally and dear friend: he must be 
rescued promptly, or he wil 1 be handed over 
to the Allies. He has got to be rescued before 
these traitors can surrender him to the 
enemy. 

Flattered by the Hihrer's confidence in a 
man he 'd n·ever met. Skorzeny wondered 
what all this had to do with him . In answer 
to his unspoken question. Hitler dropped his 
bombshell. 

.. You. Skorzeny. are going to save my 
friend Mussolini and prevent the terrible 
fa.te which our enemies have conceived for 
him. I herewith order you to carry out the 
task. which is vital fo r the war. You must do 
everything in your power to carry it out and. 
if you do . then you will be successful.·· 

" Now. the main points. You and your 
men are placed under the command of 
General Student. Only one thing worries me 
and that is the attitude of the German author
ities in Rome. The German Embassy listens 
completely to the monarchy. and I know 
that the Italian monarchy will betray Ger
many. That must be prevented by all means. 
Rome must not be lost or the Southern Front 
will collapse . Your mission to free the Duce 
must be kept particularly secret. I have 
ordered - ahd I give the ordel· to you. 
expressly - that only a total of fi ve persons 
may know of this plan. 

" Gen. Student and you are part of the 
five. In no case may the German Embassy 
know of your order. Field Marshal Kessel
ring and his staff may not know of it under 
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any circumstances. The three men who help 
you and wi ll learn about the plan you must 
find yourself. It 's up to you to find out 
where the Duce is. You will avoid no risk. 
You will succeed , and your success will 
have a tremendous effect on the course of 
the war. This is a mission for which you will 
be answerable to me. personally . 

' ' I hope to hear from you soon, and 
would like to wish you all the best. Bring me 
my friend Mussolini'" 

With that - and a double handshake -
the two Austrians parted. Thus it was that 
Operation Eicke was launched and with it 
Otto Skorzeny' s road to glory and fame. 

After a meal and one of his ever-present 
cigarettes , Skorzeny saw Luftwaffe Gen. 
Kurt Student, his new commander and head 
of Germany's paratroopers, for his second 
high-level briefing. They were joined by 
Skorzeny's SS supreme commande r -
Reichsfilhrer (National Leader) Heinrich 
Himmler, a cold-blooded murderer who 
carried out the Nazi slaughter of the Jews 
and others during the war. 

Earlier that day, Himmler and Luftwaffe 
Reich Marshal Goering had conferred with 
Hitler over the Italian situation . Later -
from a secret conference transcript pub
lished after the war - it was learned that 
Hitler had decided to rescue the Duce at the 
very moment Skorzeny was having his Ber
lin lunch. 

'' I have always feared thi s develop
ment," Hitler had said . "That is the sole 
reason for my constant fear to strike pre
maturely in the East [Russia], because I 
always thought that the lid might blow off in 
the South . ' ' At that time Nazi Germany was 
losing its last great Eastern offensive - the 
Battle of Kursk - and with it , the war. 

" I don ' t know where the Duce himself is. 
As soon as I find out, l ' ll have him brought 
out by parachutists. " This was almost two 
full months before the event. 

The grim , schoolmasterish Himmler -
who had much to do with the formation of 
Skorzeny's unit in April - briefed Skor
zeny on the names of those Italians in high 
places still loyal to the ousted regime of 
Fascist Benito Mussolini. As Skorzeny 
started taking notes , Himmler abruptly 
shouted at him , ''Put that pen away at once. 
Can' t you use your memory? All this is 
abso lutely secret. ' ' Chastened, Skorzeny 
complied . 

Later, Skorzeny retreated to a te lephone 
to both call Rad! and light a cigarette . Sud
denly , he found Himmler glaring at him 
again: "So, you can ' t live without smoking. 
A fine choice for an important job, I must 

·say.'' Mercifully , Rad! came on the line and 
Skorzeny took him into his confidence, te ll
ing him also to ready 50 Italian-speaking 
men for takeoff to Southern France the next 
day. They wou ld need to be fully equipped. 
"Bring everything," he commanded . 

Skorzeny spent the hours between mid
night and 0300 telegraphing to Rad! the lists 
of needed gear: black hair dye, phony pa
pers , grenades , pistols , radios , tracer 
ammo , medical supplies, machine guns , 
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Liberator and liberated: Skorzeny (left) and 
Mussolini leave the Gran Imperatore Hotel 
Oanked by German soldiers and former 
Italian guards. Otto Schwerdt (far right) 
was appointed by Skorzeny as Mussolini's 
bodyguard. Photo: U.S. National Archives 

Italian lire _(currency), tropical uniforms -
the works. 

After breakfast the next morning, Skor
zeny and Gen. Student were airborne for 
Italy in a craft flown by the General's own 
ace pilot , Captain He inri ch Gerlach , 
another man who would play a key role in 
Skorzeny ' s survival. 

That night , the Rastenburg party dined 
with Field Marshal Albert Kesselring, Hit
ler's military commander for the Mediterra
nean theater of war, at his headquarters at 
Frascati. Heeding Hitler' s orders , Skorzeny 
revealed nothing to the man the Allies called 
" Smiling Albert, " but he did initiate two 
more SS men into the privileged five: Stan
dartenfi.ihrer (Colonel) Eugen Dallmann , 
Himmler's personal representative in Italy , 
and Obersturmbannfilhrer (Lie ute nan t 
Colone l) Herbert Kappler , the German . 
Embassy 's police attache. 

Even while they talked , Hitler was send
ing three more German divisions to Italy to 
join the eight already there as part of Opera
tion Alaric - the planned mass disarma
ment of the Italian Army should Italy defect 
from the Ax is alliance as Hitler feared . In 
addition, within two days 10,000 of Stu
dent ' s paratroopers would land at Rome 's 
airfield , Pratica di Mare. 

In Germany , by using Hitler' s special 
Filhrerbefehl, or personal order, Rad! had 
managed to get all the equipment Skorzeny 
had requested - in a mere nine hours. At 
0700 on the 27th , Rad! and his men boarded 
Ju-52 transport planes at Berlin ' s Staaken 
Airport and the mission was truly under
way . 

At Frascat i , the central question was 
" Where was Benito Mussolini?" That was 
bandied about by Student and the three SS 
officers. All sorts of rumors were aired: he 
had been arrested , he was dead , he'd gone 
into voluntary retirement, he'd committed 

The lightweight Fieseler Storch was used by 
Skorzeny and Luftwaffe pilot Capt. Gerlach 
to Oy Mussolini off the Gran Sasso on the 
afternoon of 12 September 1943. Photo 
courtesy of the Bundesarchiv 

suicide, he 'd gone into exi le in neighboring 
Switzerland. The truth was that only a few 
Italians knew , and they politely refused all 
inquiries from their German allies . 

What was known was that the Duce had 
been overthrown by King Vittorio Emman
ue le [J of the Italian Royal House of Savoy, 
and replaced by Army Marshal Pietro 
Badoglio in a bloodless palace coup that 
brought joy and acclaim from the Italian 
populace. The Fascist Party that had ruled 
Italy under Mussolini for 22 years offered 
no resistance . 

As the King had correctly told the Duce at 
the ir last meeting, " You are the most hated 
man in Italy , ' · and there were fears he migh.t 
be lynched by a mob because of his dis
astrous alliance with Hitler. Even Mussoli
ni ' s own Fascist Grand Council had voted 
against him 19-7 the night before his over
throw by the King. 

In February , 1943, Kappler - dis
obeying Hitler's standing orders forbidding 
inte rna l inte lligence operations against 
" the ir loyal Italian ally" - had set up a 
secret apparatus in Rome and had actually 
predicted Mussolini's fa ll as early as May. 
Now , he promised to aid Skorzeny in track
ing down the fallen dictator, but secretly, he 
didn ' t want the Duce found or restored to 
power. Kappler be lieved that Mussolin i was 
an ineffectual war leader. 

But where was Benito Mussolini? 
As the Duce had left the King's palace, 
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Adolf Hitler appointed fellow Austrian Otto 
Skorzeny to the task of rescuing Italian 
Facist leader Benito Mussolini. Photo 
courtesy of the U.S. National Archives 

the Quirinale , after his dismissal, he noticed 
that his customary Asturia limousine and 
chauffeur were missing. Instead , a captain 
of Carabinieri, Paolo Vigneri, motioned 
him to a waiting ambulance , ''To protect 
you from poss ible mob violence. " Musso li
ni, weary and clad in civi lian clothes , meek
ly complied and was driven to Rome ' s Pod
gora Carabinieri Barracks. Only gradually 
did it dawn on him that he was actua lly 
under arrest. 

Hitler had been correct in hi s assessment 
of the I.tali an situat ion . The House of Savoy 
had switched sides from the Hohenzollern 
Imperi al Germany of the Kaisers to the 
Allies in 19 15 in the middle of the First 
World War, and now the same King was 
planning to ditch the Nazis. While the two 
·'all ies " watched each other wari ly and 
made their secret moves, Marshal Badoglio 
negotiated clandestinely with the Allies. 

In these negotiations for Italian surren
der , the fallen Duce was the prize , and the 
Allies demanded that he be turned over to 
them. Mussol ini himself feared capture by 
the British. while his captors feared a Ger
man rescue miss ion above all else. His 
guards had orders to kill him rather than let 
him fa ll into Hitler ' s hands ali ve . 

After two days at the Carabin ieri Bar
racks, the ex-Duce was taken to Gaeta , and 
from there to the Island of Ponza , opposite 
the Gulf of Gaeta and the largest of the 
Pontine Islands in the Tyrrhenian Sea where 
he spent 10 days. On 7 August 1943 , Mus
solini was moved again, to another island , 
La Maddalena. La Maddalena was an Ital
ian naval base near the northern tip of Sar
dinia , near two other famous islands: Corsi
ca, birthplace of Napoleon I, and Elba, his 
place of exile from 18 14- 15. 

On the 18th , he and his guards spotted a 
German aircraft overhead which , unbe-
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knownst to them , contained Skorzeny and 
the trusty Rad!. The Duce 's nervous guards 
moved him back to the Itali an mainland , to a 
vill a on the slopes of the Gran Sasso d ' ltal 
ia, the highest mountain in the Abruzzi 
Apennines , 100 miles from Rome. Still un
easy, his guards decided to move him yet 
again, thi s time to a five-story winter ski
resort hotel on the highest inhabited place 
on the Gran Sasso. A.t the Campo Impera
tore , Mussolini wou ld be guarded day and 
night by 250 picked troops. 

And gett ing up there wou ldn ' t be easy. 
The only avai lable transportation up was a 
cable car and hi s guards felt , understand
ably , that the spot was both unreachable and 
impregnable. But they had reckoned with
out Otto Skorzeny who was even then hot on 
the Duce's trail. 

When he first saw the grim, austere , for
tress-like Hotel de! Gran Sasso, perched 
6,500 feet on a rocky crag, Mussolini ex
claimed, " Ah! The highest prison in the 
world " - and he was right. 

But what of Otto Skorze ny? While 
Himmler was consult ing astrologers and 
clairvoyants concerning the Duce ' s where
abouts, Skorzeny did a little digging of his 
own . Skorzeny had been visiting Rome 's 
nightclubs, restaurants and bars, listening 
for unguarded commen ts. He once was 
attacked by a knife-wielding braggart in a 
bar when Skorzeny disputed his claim to 
know Mussolini 's loca tion. Then came the 
Spezia clue . 

Skorzeny had discovered a love letter, 
from an Italian policeman on Ponza to hi s 
girlfriend , boasting of Mussolini ' s presence 
there, fo llowed by gossip from a naval 
lieutenant that the Duce was aboard a cruis
er at the Spezia naval base. The information 
was radioed immediately to the Wolf's Lair 
where Hitler was personally monitoring the 
operation's progress and thus breathing 
down Skorzeny ' s neck. Back came a 
prompt order from FHQ: ''Board the 
warship and remove its captive." 

While Skorzeny was puzzling over how 
to do thi s without cost ing the life of the 
Duce , Mussolini was moved. ultimately to 
the Vi lla Weber on La Maddalena . Dis
gu ised as German sai lors, Skorzeny and SS 
Obersturmfiihrer (Lieutenant) Robert War
ger prowled about the harbor in search of 
c lues. Warger, a non-drinker , was con
vinced by his chief to get drunk at the local 
bars and bet the noisy patrons that Mussolini 
wasn 't on the island . The ruse worked, and 
soon an Italian market gardener who sup
plied the Villa Weber took Warger to a point 
where he could actua lly see the capti ve 
Duce si tting on a narrow terrace staring at 
the sea. 

Overjoyed at this first lead. Skorzeny 
took pictures of the Vi lla from under the 
awning of a German minesweeper in the 
harbor several hundred yards away. He and 
Warger next faked an argument during an 
aimless stroll outside the Villa 's gates, and 
learned that it had two telephone lines, a 
machine-gun post , a high wall and plenty of 
armed Carab inieri patro lling about. 

On 18 August they took pictures of the 
villa from the air in an He- l 11, and were 
surprised by an attack ing squadron of Brit
ish Royal Air Force (RAF) Spitfire fighter 
planes , which forced their craft into the sea. 
Skorzeny almost lost his life when he 
blacked out on impact. He was lucky though 
- all he got were three broken ribs. Skor
zeny was hauled aboard a rubber life raft 
and came to just in time to dive back into the 
sea, swim to the sinking aircraft and recover 
the camera with its precious film . 

Skorzeny 's plane was the same one that 
the Duce and his guards had seen. Rad! 
learned of the crash and thought Skorzeny 
lost. But an Italian anti-aircraft ship in the 
harbor picked up the survivors without sus
pecting their identities or mission. 

Back at Frascati, Skorzeny learned that 
orders had come from Hitler to rescue Mus
solini from a tiny island off Elba - he had 
been fed erroneous information by German 
Naval Admiral and Abwehr Intelligence 
Chief Wilhelm Canaris. Skorzeny and Stu
dent flew to FHQ once again , this time to 
challenge Canaris ' theory and uphold their 
own concerning Mussolini' s actual location. 

Once again , the politically inexperienced 
Skorzeny needed to keep his composure as 
he defended hi s views before not only Hitler 
and Himmler , but the entire German High 
Command as well: Goering, Nazi Foreign 
Minister Joachim von Ribbentrop , Army 
Field Marshal Wilhelm Keitel. Jodi and 
Nazi Grand Admiral Karl Doen itz . They sat 
brooding in leather armchairs around a 
monumental firep lace as Capt. Skorzeny 
stuck to hi s gun s. Goering roared wi th 
laughter over the story of " teetotaler" Lt. 
Warger, and Hitler rose to endorse Skor
zeny ' s views and plans. 

These called for a German speedboat flo
till a to enter the harbor under the guise of a 
protocol visit to the local Italian naval com
mander. The next day , another flotill a. this 
time of minesweepers wi th Skorzeny's 
commandos and some Waffen SS anti 
aircraft troops from Sardinia , wou ld enter 
the harbor. The troops would quietly dis
embark and literally march politely to the 
very gates of the Vi lla Weber, as if on a 
peaceful parade. Skorzeny gambled that the 
Italians wouldn't suspect such a bold move. 
His rationale was that he wou ldn ' t get in 
trouble if his men looked like they didn ' t 
expect any. 

Before he took his leave of Hitler , the 
Fuhrer spoke to him bluntly: "You must 
understand , Capt. Skorzeny, that if you fa il , 
I may have to d isown you since Italy is sti ll 
nominally our ally . I should have to say. for 
reasons of state, that you ac ted w ithout 
orders - you misled the units supporting 
you by turning the commanders ' heads. 
Your foolhardy action was prompted by ex
cessive zeal, by ambition , even. And. if you 
fai l, you must not defend yourself against 
public repudiation. " 

A sobering speech. indeed , and the fabled 
story of Rudolf Hess' aborted 194 l mission 

Continued on page 96 
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SOI~ FEATURE 

HOLDING 
THE LINE IN 
HOLLYWOOD 
Someone's Got to Show Them 
How to Wear a Beret 
by James Monaghan 

T HE Wild Geese are flyi ng again . And 
an SOF Unconventional Operations 

Editor is on set to keep them straight . .. 
I'm James Monaghan, technical adviser for 

·Wild Geese II. 
This time the legendary meres are hired 

by a television network determined to main
tain ratings. The objecti ve: Spring Nazi war 
criminal Rudolf Hess from Spandau and -
by creating news - scoop a story that will 
" make Watergate look like kidstuff." 

Once again . master movie maker Euan 
Lloyd enables the audience to soar on sus
pense, romance and action with his latest 
thriller, Wild Geese II. Lloyd, producer of 
such action-packed hits as The Final Op
tion. (see " SOF at the Movies," SOF, 
October 1983) The Wild Geese. The Sea 
Wolves. and Sha/aka. has combined talents 
with the American screenwriter Reginald 
Rose (The Final Option. Wild Geese. 
Twelve A ngry Men) and director Peter Hunt 
(Never Say Never Again) to film Daniel 
Carney's adventurous no vel of a classic 
mercenary operation. The Square Circle. 

Euan Lloyd's trademark is realism. And 
he spares no expense in bringing that pas
sion for rea lism to the screen. For instance , 
every scene was filmed on location in Lon
don, Berlin and Vienna. That gives a texture 
of reality that sets - no matter how good -
can ' t match. 

Being there helps create the illusion of 
reali ty but no amount of fi lm stock fi lled 
with historical landmarks will make up for a 
West German Border Policeman carrying a 
WWII-vintage M3. Since you obviously 
read SOF, it won' t surprise you how many 
directors and tech advisers make such mis
takes. As Euan Lloyd's technical adviser. 
it 's ·my job to make sure his film doesn' t 
make those errors. When he hired me to 
advise on Wild Geese II h loyd stressed that 
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every detail would be right. And for 12 
weeks of filming he wouldn ' t let me forget 
it . I was the first SOF staffer to be involved 
in the production of a major motion picture 
as both an adviser and an actor and I could 
afford no slip-ups. 

Picking equipment was my first responsi
bility . The script told me which character per
formed what action where, but I had to find the 
right tools for the occasion. Firearms, binocu
lars. knives, unifom1s .. . and I had to make 

MONAGHAN'S DEBUT 
What qualifies Jim Monaghan to be 

t-~chnical adviser for Wild Geese II? 
SOF's Unconventional Warfare Editor 
is a retired Army officer with over 22 
years of active duty, nearly 20 years with 
Special Forces. He served five years in 
Vietnam and one year in Laos and is 
famil iar with all aspects of unconven
tional warfare. 

Monaghan was a two-term president 
of the Special Operations Association of 
which he is a li fe member. He has been 

sure everything was authentic . 
A good technical director assures that 

every detail is genuine by breaking down 
action sequences of the script. Then he 
analyzes the sequence to determine what 
equipment would have been used. In my 
case , for Wild Geese II, I had to figure what 
guns and gear would be seen in a real mere 
operation. Most of these questions are cov
ered by the normal issue equipment of 
armies involved, or - in the case of the 
meres - who they're trying to look like. 

But GI wouldn ' t be right for the character 
of Colonel Allan Faulkner (played by Ed
ward Fox of Day of the Jackal fame). The 
aging mercenary needed a special weapon 
for his special assignment: sniper. 

I was determined to find a real weapon -
not a Hollywood gadget - that would meet 
the mission requirements for concealment , 
accuracy and stopping power that would be 
appropriate for the deadly colonel. I had 
admired the Jackal's sniper rifle disguised 
as a crutch , in principle. But such custom 
work isn' t appropriate to most military ops . 
You've got to use what's available. 

An SOF advertiser came to the rescue. 
Safari Arms (Dept. SOF. P.O. Box 23370. 
Phoenix. AZ 85063) provided two of their 
special .45 ACP Survivor pistols. Pistols for 
a sniper role? Yup. these are the real thing. 
They' re Safari Arms .45 autoloaders that 
take a specially designed slide. barrel and 
butt-stock, and mount scopes . 

Deadly within its range, the Survivor 
gives the precision shooter accuracy and 
re li ability with seven-round , semiauto, 
back-up capability . .. and it all fo lds up to 
16.5 inches. With dummy silencers they 
were a fine example of real. avai lable, spe-

Jim Monaghan makes his film debut in 
Wild Geese II. 

active in the POW/MIA movement and 
is currenlly co-director of operations for 
the Center for POW/MIA Accountabil
ity, a fact-finding group of former mili
tary officers headquartered in Washing
ton, D.C. and chaired by retired Major 
General John K. Singlaub (also an SOF 
contribufing editor). As weJl as being a 
technical adviser. Jim makes his acting 
debut in Wild Geese II. 
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cial-purpose weaponry, applied to the right 
combat situation. Fox had practice in this 
role from previous fi lm work , and he han
dled himself like the pro he is. 

Training ac tor Scott Glenn in the use of 
weapons and explos ives was a walk in the 
sun . A former Force Recon Marine , he was 
comfortab le w ith any thin g that wen t 
" bang" or "boom." Glenn plays John 
Haddad. an American-Lebanese mercenary 
raised in Beirut. He was a natural. 

Scott knew his guns, and was a great help 
in choosing his character· s equipment. Euro- . 
pean environment , availability of weapon 
and ammo. concealment, killing power, 
compactness and reliabi lity were all deemed 
important in our discussions about his pistol. 
Also, Scott is a southpaw so the sidearm had 
to be an automatic that could be used by a 
left- or right-handed shoo ter. We both 
agreed that only one automatic pistol on the 
market today met and exceeded our require
ments: the P7 9mm pistol (another SOF 
advertiser, Heck ler & Koch, Dept . SOF, 
1460 1 Lee Road . Chanti .ll y, VA 2202 1). 

It proved an excellent choice for a num
ber of reasons. It 's the right pi stol in the 
right place for equipment buffs, it looked 
good on film and it worked. Most viewers 
wouldn ' t know from watching movies , but 
equipment malfunctions are one reason 
scenes get shot dozens of times. Scenes with 
the P7 went off without a mechanical hitch . 
Too bad our dealings with German author
ities weren' t as smooth . 

When it came to getting fireanns into 
West Germany . . . let's just say I wished 
many times that I had been equipping a real 
mercenary unit. I cou ld ' ve slipped in 
weapons by small boat~. fa lse bottoms in 
luggage or compartments we lded under 
automobiles ... anything to avoid paper
work! 

But the in the wake of communist terror
ism, the West Germans were as leery of fake 
gu ns as real ones. And mere ·mention of 
fu ll -auto arms must have sent tidal waves of 
p1\perwork through shoals of desks in bays 
of offices all over West Germany . 

Our handguns weren ' t reall y ·a problem. 
Most of them were bl ank-firing pisto ls 
chambering an 8mm round . But what were 
we going to do about SMGs? The German 
version of a Class Ill license is as easy to get 
as a building permit fo r a backyard MX-site 
in Berkeley. And when yoµ finall y get your 
perm its for owning, handling. storing and 
shipping automatic weapons for thea trical 
use. then you' ve got to learn how you can 
get the weapons, when you can use them 
and who has to be there. All this is still the 
technical adviser's job. 

German law req uires that the licensed 
owner or hi s representati ve - also p9ssess
ing a va lid license - be present on the set 
while these weapons are being used. When 
not in use . these weapons are to be stored in 
the local pol ice station. On ly the designated 
1 icensee may retrieve them. 

We would've had to schedul e buses for 
all the permit-holders and paper-pushers if 
we used real guns for e·very scene. Blank-
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firing pistols helped. but I needed more 
fl ex ibility in keeping weapons on-s ite. 

Former Recon Marine Scott Glenn 
portrays a mercenary in Wild Geese ll. 
Here he practices firing the Walther 
9mm MP-K submachine gun. 

WILD GEESE I 
Wild Geese could h;ive been just 

another adventure story. But technical 
adviser Mjke Hoare was not just ariother 
Hollywood straphanger. "Mad'' Mike 
is the merce!J.ary on whom most modem 
s.oldier-of-fortl!ne tales are based. 

"Mad" Mike had already com
manded li Commando to victory as the 
real Wild Geese battled Simba rebels in 
the Congo. After his movie contract was 
completed and Wild Geese was re
leased, Hoare returned to his ch.osen pro
fession , and tried to ' invade Seychelles. 
The plot collapsed and Hoare hijacked 
an airliner to escape. Ttie South Africans 
imprisoned him frorp 1981 ti II 19~5. 

" Mad" Mike ce11ainly made his mark 
on the Wild Geese jus.t as he did on the 
Congo and the Seyche lles. And produc
er Euen Lloyd made a canny decision in 
selecting Hoare as technical adviser'. He 
knew this vetenin mere would bri1;gpro
f~ssional insight to the already compell-
ing saga. · 

In fac t, Hoare and his experiences 
were a modtt l for Wild Geese. The story 
involves a,. tough prqfessional soldier 
who undertakes a dangerous mission 
into Central Africa , ref)liniscent of 
Hoare 's ex~ur~ i ons into the Congo . 
Hoare 's excl usive " social club, " which 
served as a vehicle to recruit merc\!nar
ies , was called the " Wild Goose Club .. , 

The Wild Geese portrays the merce
naries' life: recruitment , training, loyal
ty and devotion. fears and triumphs. 
And it was " Mad '' Mike's memories 
that made \ Vild Ge.ese more · thart just 
another war story . 

- Kim McMic:hael 

I solved the problem by find ing and pro
curing both firin g and non-firing movie 
weapons: real blaste rs for fi refights and 
mock-ups for carrying . That fixed most of 
our difficulties. lt cut down paperwork and 
running around to check guns in and out of 
the police lock-up. Also, we could schedule 
filmin g into shooting and non-shooting 
scenes. Then we cou ld shoot scenes without 
bullets at any time and any place wi th fake 
firearms . and bring in authentic artillery fo r 
combat. 

When we did need rock & roll on loca
tjon . our automatic weapons were provided 
by a pair of rea l weapons experts, Gunter 
Schaidt and his ass istant Werner Moobz. 
Both were first-rate technicians . Incidental
ly. they're also loyal SOF readers. 

All these armorers, ad visers and techni
cians may seem expensive . but their costs 
are nothing compared to the bill when things 
start going wrong. lf a gun jams while a 
mere 's surrounded in a burning building. he 
dies. That's bad. 

But if a srar·s gun jams while the building 
burns , that footage is worthless. the struc
ture has to be rebuilt , and everybody works 
overtime. That' s expensive. And it can cost 
a technical adviser hi s job . 

All thi s troubl e ca n be preve nt ed . 
Weapons rpust be meticul ously cleaned. 
lubricated and inspected on a dail y bas is. 
Since magazines are at fault more often than 
not. t~ey are inspec ted after each use and 
replaced frequently. But the weapon can 
check out perfectly and sti ll malfunction if 
it 's handled improperl y. That means small
arms training. 

Fqrt Benning is a better DI assignment 
than a Hollywood TOY to Germany. For 
one thing, most fi lm stars aren' t used to 
being called "puke ." And hardl y a one of 
them woul d know what you wan! when you 
tell him to ;'drpp and give me ten.· · Train-
ing ac tors takes tact. . 

Nevertheless . I worked with each ac tor 
who handled weapons in the film. Before 
each combat sequence. 1 walked the ac tor 
through the scene and helped him shoot the 
course of fire before the cameras ro lled. 

In structi on inc luded the de stru ctive 
potential of blanks. There are man y in the 
film industry who think a blank can' t hurl 
!lnyone. That's not true. Actors have been 
injured and even ki ll ed by bl ank-firing 
fi rearms at body-contact range. And no
body can afford that. 

Realism of weapons handling in a Lloyd 
prpduction is enh anced by real comba t 
drills . Actors learn to safely load and unload 
weapons . proper shoo ting stance. and they 
practice immedi ate-ac tion procedures . in 
the even! of a misfire or jam. After my 
Qn-se~ small-arms school even 2c10r who 
have never shot before move and empl oy 
their weapons with the confidence Lloyd 
expects. They're ready fo r action. 

The rushes (daily reviews of the previous 
day's fi)111ing) from the first three weeks of 
shooting were excellent. Wild Geese II wi ll 
stand as one more Euan Lloyd masterpiece of 
action , suspense and technical accuracy. ~ 
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BRUCE JONES 
Continued from page 51 

Cuban revolut ion betrayed to the communists. 
This is the first time that such a thing has hap
pened. The Cubans are being asked fo r money to 
support a very small group of Cubans who are 
fighting the Sandinistas on the southern front. 
There are ab9ut seven or eight of them and they 
have about 50 Nicaraguans with them. IThey l 
have been fighting on the southern fron t since 
early 1984 . · 
Q. - How would you have avoided this situation 
if you had been given the opportunity:> 
A-Oh , I don ' t know. Maybe many. many years 
ago the U.S. should have established a school in 
this country. Young people who grew up under 
the right-wing dicta torships in these countri es 
could have been given scholarships so they could 
come to this co.untry to learn the real principles. 
pitfa lls and benefi t of democracy and real self
rule . Then they could return to their countries to 
become fut ure leaders at home. 

It 's very unfortunate that we don' t do that 
because the Russians do. Look at how many 
scholarships the Russians hand out in Costa Rica 
versus how many the United States gives there. 
It ' s something li ke two or three hundred to our 
five. They take young kids over there and brain
wash them into the communist way of th inking. 
fi lling them full of that soupy-headed philo
soph ical mumbo-jumbo while they're at Patrice 
Lumumba University or somewhere in Hungary 
or Romariia. 

Then they come back to Costa Rica as firmly 
dedicated commun ists. That's one of the ways 
Russians get in-place agents in Central America . 

This guy, Angel Solano, who was the Minister of 
Public Sec urity. go t his training at Patrice 
Lumumba Uni versi ty. Here he was in charge of 
public security for all of Costa Rica , which covers 
intelligence, the civil guard. So the eptire security 
apparatus of Central America 's only progressive
ly stable democracy - but the region's only 
country without an army - was for two years in 
the hands of a man tra ined in Russ ia. 
Q - Many reports coming out of southern Nica
ragua allege chat. since fhe cutoff of U.S funds 
and the deterior~tion of Pastora 's command. the 
resistance movement on. the southern front is on 
its last legs. Is that true? · 
A - No. But they bad ly need a reconstruction 
and transfusion soon. with a unified and central
ized chai n of command. with efficien t and 
accountable resoµ rces fo r logistics. and tacticall y 
competent commanders. Because the Nicaraguan 
peasants are definite ly willing to fight. El Negro 
Chamorro (whose reformed ARDE fo rces split 
wi th Pastora) is a much better commander mi li 
taril y than Pastora. But Chamorro's fo rces are 
few righ t now because he gets very litt le notice or 
support while Pastora goes out and hams it up in 
the limelight. drawing away badly needed aid and 
someti mes casting the cause in a not-very-serious 
light. 

The FON probably has about 16.000 troops in 
northern Nicaragua. The reformed ARDE fac tion 
probably has at most onl y 60 to 70 men (SOF's 
own estimate based on a recent tri p inside Nicara
gua puts the figure slightly higher at 85- 100). 
the ir most professional people. but that is because 
they on ly have resources to prov.ide. fi eld support 
for this small number. With help they could eas il y 
muster 1,000 people or more. Pastora probably 
could again muster I 0.000 or so troops if he could 

get the logistics and use them effic iently. But that 
is the question. because unfortunately Pastora 
would want complete command. He is polit ical ly 
shrewd and a very charismatic individual. but 
unfo rtunately he Jacks any mili tary leadership 
abil ity. 

The MISU RA (a group of Nicaraguan Indian 
freedom fighters from the Miskito. Suma and 
Rama tribes which operates in northern Nicara
gua) probably has about 1.000 troops . The MIS
URA TA (another group of anti-Sandin ista Nic
araguan Indians operating on the southern front) 
probably has about 800 or a thousand people. 

But it wq uld be hard now for the freedom 
fighters on either front to achieve a clear-cut 
rnilit ary victory in the conventional-warfare 
sense because of the numerical and firepower 
superiority of the Sandinistas. There you're ta lk
ing about an arrny of over I 00.000 people. Given 
enough time and support. the freedo m fighters 
could fie ld enough men to figh( an effective and 
very winnable guerrilla war. but you just can't 
give these poor people guns and send them into 
the jungles to fight. You have to give them some 
trai ning and that takes tirne. resources and. of 
course. competent tra iners who know and UT]der
stand what kind of war they' re up agai nst. You 
need to have at least a month of intensive basic 
training. 
Q- What rhoughrs would you offer SOF readers 
in closing :1 

A - It seems from my viewpoint in Costa Rica 
that a lot of people in the United States are quite 
lulled. very content with their superior li festyles. 
their jacuzzi baths and shake-not-stirred type of 
music. so that they do not realize what 's happen
ing in the Third World. right in Central Arnerica 
at their own back door. And it seems to me that 

PR\C . . . """ROUGR 
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Fully functional PAS-5 Infrared Night Vision Binoculars just released by 
the Israeli Army's elite fighting units. 

These infrared goggles enable you to have excellent vision for night driv
ing, surveillance, map/document reading and manipulation of equipment. 
They allow your hands to remain free to operate controls or weapons. 
PAS-5 Night Vision Binoculars are lightweight and designed to function in 
the most severe conditions, having proved themselves in combat in humid 
Asian i l!ng!es and the scorching sands of the middle east. 

When new, these PAS-5 Night Vision Binocu
lars sold for thousands of dollars. Now, for a 
limited time, you can have the best for a frac
tion of the original price. 

Each PAS-5 binocular unit is complete and has the following accessories: 

1. Original, impact resistant, protective case 

205 South Kuhn Drive 
Manhattan Beach, California 90266 
(213) 374-4086 

2. Cfose-up lens assembly which allows a focal distance down 
to ten inches 

3. Light restriction cqps 
4. Battery-batteries last about 100 hours and are inexpensive 

to replace at most electronic stores 
5. Two infrared filters for your light source (one filter is small 

for stan_dard Maglite-style. flashlights, the other is large for 
sealed beam type spotlights). The filters render your light 
source invisible to the naked eye. 

TO ORDER-send full payment and shipping (money order or cashier's cneck) for immediate shipment -OR- send 
$50.00 deposit and we will ship cash C. 0.0. for the balance. 

California residents add sales tax or submit a resale card. Guaranteed to be as stated or money refunded when goods 
returned prepaid (in same condition as when shipped) witbin 3 days of receipt. 
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they apparently would prefer not to be confronted 
with reality. And anytime anyone tries to con
front a lot of Middle America. they're trying to 
worm their way around their own refusal to face 
that reality. 

If you keep on doing that, sooner or later others 
will think of you as a worm and step on you. You 
become like an ostrich with its head in the sand 
who cannot see imminent danger. Because de
spite what all the soothsayers in the u .s. claim 
about the legitimacy of the Sandinista regime, 
most people in Nicaragua do not want Marxism as 
their form of government. That was evident in the 
high absenteeism of their elections. There was a 
lot of intimidation in those elections. They were 
in no way fair or impanial in the way they were 
held. 

People are fooled into thinking communism is 
a classless society. It's not. But the sympathizers 
are right about one thing. It does make most 
people equal. Everyone becomes very poor ex
cept for a very small, but very powerful, 
bureaucratic elite who actually believe in this 
Mickey Mouse philosophy and are power freaks 
if you get down to the real mental nitty-gritty. 

Communism is an unreal philosophy based on 
Hegel's "Dialectic," the synthesis that "Hey! 
This is great. Barn, bain, barn. We're gonna go 
from capitalism to socialism and then we 'II get to 
communism and the whole process stops, period. 
The state withers away and everyone will live 
happily ever after.'' Right. And the cow jumped 
over the moon. If you can believe th'!t, you can 
believe anything: 

Well, if it's such a great deal, then why do they 
have a Berlin Wall, why do they have the so-called 
Iron Curtain? Why, every time Fidel Castro lets 

the door open, do so many hundreds and 
thousands flee their homeland in Cuba? Under 
their system of government, "they have to devise 
ways to keep people in, while with ours we can't 
gu!ll'd our borders close enough to keep unauthor
ized people out. So who's got the more desirable 
form of government? The U.S. may have plenty of 
things wrong with its system P,f government, but 
it's still the best thing going. We can still offer our 
citizens the basic rights due a human being. ~ 
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PHANTOM DIVISION 

CONVENTION 
TO BE HELD 
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IN MEMPHIS, TENNESSEE 

The PHANTOM DIVISION CONVENTION is being held in 
conjunctioil with the 6th ANNUAL PARACHUTE MEDICAL RESCUE 
SERVICE I PHANTOM DIVISION MILITARY STYlE JUMP SCHOOL. 
The keynote speaker will be announced next month. Once again; 
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$60.00 and iiicludes: (1) Banquet; (2) Transportation 10 all ev~nts: (3) 
Convention T-Shirt; (4) Admission to all Events, Exhibitions, Demos, 
and Seminars. · 
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America by Robert K. Brown; The Civilian Military Assistance 

I~ Organization; Survival Medicine. 
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** CAN YOU? ** • Electronically listen thru any wall? 
• See in the dark cheaply? 
• Read thru an envelope with a $1.00 chemical? 
e Obtain UNLISTED TELEPHONE NUMBERS? 
•Open virtually any LOCK OR SAFE in seconds? 
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• Alter common objects into surveillance gear? 
• Beat private detectives at their own game? 
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Defeat bug and recorder detectors? 

The First Encyclopedia Of CIA Type Tricks 

HOW TO GET ANYTHING ON ANYBODY 
- LEE LAPIN -

Can 10,000 private investigators, police chiefs. intelligence agents (from both sides of the fenc!!), embassies 
news reporters and the internal security forces of several mid-eastern countries all be wrong? 

·: .. The most dangerous book ever published," -!"BC newscaster, "one hell of a book, for the first time ANYONE 
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eye's bible': Association of Private Investigators, plus rave reviews in everything ranging .from consumer pub 
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NOW AVAILABLE TO THE GENERAL PUBLIC!! Now you can actually understand/use or protect yourself from 
becoming a target of any intelligence campaign. Hard-and fast data from skip tracing to state of the art 

surveillance!!! At Better Bookstores Everywhere - OR 

ORDER TODAY BY MAIL OR TOLL FREE 
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COMBAT HARNESS 
Continued from page 30 

ment, the gun, 250 linked rounds in a back
pack and another 200 rounds in his combat 
harness . His No. 2 carries a Galil ARM, 
nine 30-round magazines , two grenades and 
500 rounds of linked 7.62mrri ammo. An 
"RPGist" carries a Gali! ARM, the same 
number of 32-rd. magazjnes.and grenades, 
the RPG-7 and three rockets. His No . 2 
carries a Galil, magazines, grenades and six 
rockets. Not exactly a load conducive to 
quick, comfortable movement. 

Probably because of their basic load , the 
Israelis have bee11 provided with what I be
lieve to be the world's finest combat har
ness . The current version uses wide nylon 
suspenders while the load-bearing portion 
of the unit wraps snugly around the waist. 
Made up of three components, each seg
ment has an integral .75-inch foam pad en
cased in heavy O.D. cotton flannel sewn to 
the inside . Th.e rear segment is a small butt 
pack, 3 .5x7x8 inches . This pouc h 
accommodates personal gear. In El Salva
dor I use mine to carry a rain poncho, writ
ing pad, pens and semita (sweet bread). It 
will also hold the CO!Ilpact Steiner 6x30 
military binoculars in service with. the IDF. 

Three velcro straps on top of the rear 
pouch hold one Ml27Al palm-slap para
chute flare in the horizontal position. All 
pouch flaps on the harness have velcro 
stays . Straps and grommets sprout every
where . A flap sewn to the suspeqders be
tween the shoulder blades contains the har
ness size (in Hebrew) and two grommets to 
attach either an entrenching tool and carrier 
or a special back Pouch for rifle grenades , 
rockets or linked 7.62mm amrriunition . 

There are two sets of snap straps along the 
bottom of each harness segment. They re
tain a short length of rope ·which lays all the 
way around the bottom of the harness for 
use in either rappelling or ~limbing . In the 
desert it also serves to tie members of the 
squad together during a sandstorm. 

All the pouches on the harness are O.D. 
nylon, and the right segment of the harness 
has five pouches. The larger two (one on 
each end of the segment) will hold two Gali! 
or Ml6 magazines apiece: A small AA-cell 
battery flashlight (such as the USAF pilot's 
issue) or pen-sized flare launcher slips into a 
vertical open pocket sewn to the rearmost 
magazine· pouch. 

Two smaller pouches hold fragmentation 
gre11ades of the M26 type. A horizontal 
pouch below will take two 4x7-inch field 

. dressings . Flaps with double grommets be
fow each magazine pouch can be used to 
attach extra canteens , bayonet or other 
equipment. 

The left segment has anot)1er two maga
zine pouches (thus total capacity of the har
ness is eight magazines) and a hori zontal 
first-aid pouch and one larger grenade 
pouch to retain either one white phosphorus 
or an M 18-type smoke grenade. A small 
open pocket sewn to the front magazine 
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HIGH POWER 
HIGH VELOCITY 
ULTRA ACCURACY 

Have fun while sharpening 
your shooting skills with 
RWS MAGNUM AIRGUNS * RWS Magnum Model 34 * RWS Magnum Model 36 * RWS Magnum Model 38 * RWS Magnum Model 45 
Velocities for different models/ 
calibers, range from 800 to 
1,000 ft/s. 
All RWS Alrguns carry a Full 
Lifetime Warranty, and are 
available in either 
caliber .177 or .22. 
For best results from 
your RWS Alrgun 
use - High-Quality 
RWS Pellets, Meis-
terkugeln Match, 
Superpoint, Super H Point, Hobby, 
and Standard. 
Plus a complete selection of 
Accessories. 
See your dealer, ask for RWS Preci
sion Alrgun Products. 
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pouch contains the ubiquitous Swiss Anny 
knife (the "MAGist's" cleaning tool). A 
large vertical holder, open at both ends, 
with elastic fabric on the top opening carries 
the U.S. GI angle flashlight. 

The segments are attached together and 
fitted to the soldier by three adjustable 
straps on each side of the rear component. A 
canteen can be mounted to the space be
tween the segments on each side of the rear 
pack. A fourth strap is provided for this 
purpose. This strap fits through two slits cut 
into the Israeli one-liter canteen cover. I 
have fitted U.S.-type canteens to my har
ness by simply running the strap around the 
outside of the canteen and cover and cinch
ing it down tightly. 

A Tekna or Gerber-type knife can be fas
·tened to either the left or right front suspend
ers. The quick-release buckles on the front 
of the harness should be connected by a 
short length of parachute cord - one tug 
and the harness is opened. 

Many Israeli officers modify the harness 
by the addition of extra pouches to carry a 
compass and more grenades and/or maga
zines. First Lieutenant David Koch of El 
Salvador quickly learned that a Sony Walk
man fits into one of the magazine pouches as 
well as suntan lotion, rappel gear and other 
sundries. An earlier version of the harness 
employed laces instead of straps to connect 
the three segments and suspenders. I noted· 
several of these in the San Miguel province 
of El Salvador where they had been aban
doned by Israeli-equipped Somozistas 
fleeing Nicaragua. 

Still another version was designed for 
tankers. The pouches are located across the 
front except for the butt pack. In this con
figuration, there are no side pouches to re
strict movement within an armored vehicle. 

There is no provision for that greatest of 
American placebos - the pistol. The 
Israelis learned early on that the pistol per
forms no useful function in modern warfare. 
It merely serves to identify its bearer as a 
more desirable target of higher rank. I 
learned long ago to hide binoculars in the 
pack , steer clear of the RTO (radio
telephone operator) - whenever possible 
- and shed the pistol when humping into an 
operational area. Extra magazines for the 
assault rifle or another canteen of Kool-Aid 
are far more sensible choices. 

1 think the lDF combat harness is the most 
useful and comfortable rigging in general 
issue available today. I have used it on op-

. erations in El Salvador and can find nothing 
whatever to criticize. You could literally 
tum somersaults while in this LBE and not 
muss a hair on your head or a cartridge in 
your magazine. The U.S. Armed Services 
desperately need a Mission Essential Need 
Statement directed to similar equipment. 

The IDF combat harness is now available 
from Brigade Quartermasters (Dept. SOF, 
266 Roswell St. , Marietta, GA 30060) at an 
introductory price of only $89.95 . ~ 
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OUTSTANDING OFFER THAT WE 
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BY ANYONE ELSE. 

WARNING: FEDERAL LAW REQUIRES 
APPROVAL BEFORE ACTIVATION OF 

DESTRUCTIVE DEVICES 

MKll U.S. MILITARY 
PRACTICE GRENADES 
1OR2 GRENADES . . . .. $19.95 EACH 
3 OR MORE GRENADES .. S 16.95 EACH 

SHIPPING & HANDLING 
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CATALOG OF MANY OTHER MILITARY · 
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•••••••• • • 
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Or please charge to 0 Visa 0 Mosle r Cord 

Account Number Exp. Oo1e 

Signature 

•••••••••• 
Phoenix Systems, Inc. 
P. 0. Box 3339-B 
Evergreen Colorado 80439 
Phone: 303 674-2653 
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ANY 
ASSAJLANT, 
PALM SIZED 
PROTECTION, 
TELESCOPING 
STEEL COILS 

These steel whips, 
made in West Ger
m any, hold the 
original patent. 
Gun blued for low 
profile visibility. 
Small but powerful. 
Flexible steel coils 
extend from cas
ing instantly with 
a flick of the 
wrist. Blitz and 
Sipo deliver 
stunningly pain
ful blows, rend
ering assailants 
helpless witho'ut 
breaking bones. 

30 DAY MONEY BACK 
GUARANTEE 

SPECIFICATIONS: 
BLITZ ------· 51/a" closed, 131/4'' open , 5112 oz. 

SIPO 

6" closed, 16" open, 10 oz. 
Includes pocket clip & hand strap 

BLITZ $10 ~L~S 2.00 SHIPPING 

SI PO s 19 ~L~s 2.00 SHIPPING 

TO ORDER: Send check or money order to -

INCi ~~·~E~~~;~ 
P.O. Box 3111 Dept. SOF-B(6) 
Burbank CA 91504 
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Powerfu l 115 dB sonic alarm stuns and dis
orients attackers . Help is called from all di
rections for hundreds of yards . Intruders and 
attackers can NOT use Schrill-Alarm against 
their victims. Dogs hate schrill alarm . 

2 995 REFILL CAR- 250 
FOR $ - TRIDGES: $ EACH 

PLUS 1.25 SHIPPING PLUS 1.00 SHIPPING 
Calif. Residents add sales tax. 

TO ORDER: Send check or money order to -

INC 0 Deale~ and v.olume buy., 
mqumes mvtted 

(818) 842-4094 
P.O. Box 3111 Dept. SOF-B(6) 

. Burbank, CA 91504 

NI BATON 
INSTANT 

PROTECTION 
Uped by the Taiwan Provincial 
Pol ice Department. Compact . 
From 8" closed position , baton 
automatically extends to 20 1/2" 
upon pressure to release bar. 
Made from rugged steel tubing , 
with textured grip and black 
leather carrying sheath. Weighs 

21 oz. 

NI BATON WITH 
SHEATH s.3495 

PLUS 4.00 SHIPPING 

30 DAY MONEY BACK 
GUARANTEE 

TO ORDER: Send check or money order to -

I NC 0 Deale' and volume Ouye' 
mQumes invited 

(818) 842-4094' 
· P.O. Box 3111 Dept. SOF-B(6) 

Burbank, CA 91504 . 

SL6/7 

Continued from page 39 

paks." It is Berdan primed , but not corro
sive. The lead-cored , boattaiJ projecti le 
weighs 145 grains. The propellant is a 
round-ball type with a nominal charge 
weight of 44 grains. This ammunition has 
been readil y ava il able to U.S. shooters for 
several years. 

When chronographed, it exhibited the 
lowest standard deviation (22 fps) of all the 
ammunit ion used in the test. Not surprising, 
then , that it a lso produced the greates t 
accuracy. Under conditions of l 5mph gust
ing winds , the IWK 19-65 shot a startling 
1.0 MOA. Even though the SL 7's barrel is 
fl oated in the stock. such performance 
th rough a semiautomatic carbine with a less 
than 18-inch barrel is an outs tanding test i
mony to the rifle/scope/am muni tion com
bination - a German rifle and ammo with 
an Austrian scope. 

This was fo llowed by the FMJ match 
reloads which shot 1.7 MOA. Both the 
PMC and WRA ammunition fe ll far short of 
this level. A mean fi gure of 2, 700 fps is the 
standard NATO muzzle veloc ity for M80 
ball ammunition. The SL7's short barre l 
lost only 125 to 250 fps in veloci ty. 

There were no malfunctions except fo r 
two " bolt-over-base" stoppages induced 
when the weapon was purposely held away 
from the shoulder to permit the weapon to 
recoil rearward along with the bolt group. 
Roll e r- locked , de layed-blow back ri fl es 
must be held securely against the shou lder 
so the bolt' can move sharply rearward in 
re lation to the re lati vely fi xed mass of the 
receiver body or the bolt group may not 
complete its backward travel and the recoil 
spring wi ll not compress fu lly. 

As it is a bit heavy fo r a so-called carbine, 
fe lt recoil is no more than a gentle shove 
rearward (also a function of the delayed
blowback method of operation) . However , 
the handling characteristics and balance are 
excellent and hit probability remains high. 
The ejection pattern is quite forceful -
about 10 to 15 feet out to the right. 

Marketed as a hunting system, the SL6/7 
series has a much broader potential. When 
properly scoped , they offer a reasonably
priced, medium-range sniping alternative to 
law-enforcement agencies . They would 
constitute a valuable addition to any surviv
alist battery . Their military applications re
main limited by the magazine capacity and 
awkward location of the safety . 

I can find little to criticize in SL6/7. Its 
outstanding accuracy potential in such a 
compact envelope are attributes which merit · 
a close examination of this modern-day G43 
look-alike . The suggested retail price of the 
SL6/7 carbine is $532. Further information 
can be obtained from Heckler & Koch, Inc. 
(Dept. SOF, 14601 Lee Road , Chantilly, 
VA 22021) . '?{ . 

JUNE 85 



FULL AUTO 

Continued from page 12 

thousands of Brownings. These ugly 
brutes weigh 46 pounds - more than 
the M3 .50-caliber M2 HB tripod. 
Once you set them down they're not 
about to walk away. At only $150 each 
in excellent condition (F.0.B. Penn-. 
sauken, NJ), that's -just $3 a pound. 
Hell, scrap steel in a junkyard will bring 
close to that these days. And it's sever
al hundred dollars less than the 
Ml 917 Al tripods others are selling. 

Beretta 93R Shoulder Holster 
The only thing the fine Beretta 93R 

machine pistol (See SOF, November 
'83, p. 70) ever needed was a proper 
tote bag. J.M. Bucheimer Co., Inc. 
(Dept. SOF, P.O. Box280, Bucheimer 
Road, Frederick, MD 21701) now 
markets a well-designed shoulder rig 
for the 93R. The harness is black leath
er and the holster and a two-magazine 
pouch (which rides on the opposing 
side) are made of black nylon. 

One hundred fifty of these rigs re
cently accompanied an equal number 
of 93Rs sold to the government of 
Honduras. I have one and it will go 
with me on my next trip to El Salvador 
as the 93R is my preferred car gun. 
Called the Model 01-292 holster, you 
can order one from Bucheimer for only 
$40 plus shipping charges. 

a little to the 
RIG 

* 
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silk screened 
T-SHIRTS 
PARA-MIL/TAR 
SUPPLIES 

WHY WALTZ? 
WHEN 

YOU CAN 

ROCK~ROLL 

~ 
ROCK& ROLL 
Bleck on Gray 

ava11ao1e on 011ve Orab 

7.SO 

.... 

The 1984 
Soldier of Fortune 
Convention Poster 

Personally 
Autographed 

to you by 
Crissa 'Bo ' 

ONLY 
$6.50 postpaid 

OK 
For Only 

$9.50 postpaid 
Get both The 1983 

and 1984 
Soldier of Fortune 
Convention Poster 

Order yours 
today from: 

THE 
SURVIVAL 

STOKE 
3250 Pollux 

JOIN THE 

MARINES 
Travel to exotic, 

dl1tant land1. Meot 
exciting, unu1ual people. 

HIGHLY POLISHED CAST 
IN ORIGINAL WEIGHT 
AND SIZE OF FAMOUS 
" BRASS KNUCKS"- SOLD 
ONLY FOR PAPER WEIGHT 
AND CONVERSATION 
PIECE. 

And klll them. 

spec>fv ARMY, NAVY, 
AIR FORCE or MARINES 

available on olive arao 

7.SO 

A L/1TLE TO THE RIGHT 
· P.O. Box 603 . Aeisterstown, MD 21136 

.... ~ Name 

Address 

City 

available on black, 
red or olive drab 

· 1.so 

FOi A Complete Catalog 
Send $1 .00 

State Zip 
QUAIL SIU DllCltl"80• A COLO• PatCI 

SUPERIOR FIREPOWER 
Black on Red 

ORDERING INFORMATION 

Please allow 4 to 6 weeks !or delivery. 
Please Include S1 .00 for each Item for shipping & 
handllng. 
Send check or money order. 

SUB 

TAX 596 (In MD.J 
SHIPPING & 

HANDLJNO 
IOTAL 
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NEW 6 FT. TAKE • DOWN BLOWGUN 
SURVIVAL WEAPON SILENT POWERFUL 
.;,.:::;:11-~~~~~~---a~&.~~~~~~~--t7..-

Bore-Lock Cone Darts Beaded Darts Broadheads 
$10.00 per 100 $3.50 per 100 $10.00 per 100 

IMMED. 

Free with each 
Blowgun 

100 Bead Darts 
& 

25 Cone Darts 

(5 free with gun) 

You get combined: 
2' Blowgun 

31/i' Blowgun 
4'12' Blowgun 

~D-o-n-'t_b_e-fo-ol_ed_b_y~i __ !.!!'owg~ 
other's low prices. All for $24.98 
This is the finest plus 125 free darts 

Blowgun on the market plus carrying case 

Exotic Sports presents the NEW 4-in-1 Yaqua 6' Take-Down Blowgun 
combined. Super Speed! Dart Illes out of chamber as never before. Great for. 
hunters, backpackers, hikers or any sportsman. Astound friends! Can hit a beer 
can at 200 ft. Can pierce 'h" wood. NOT A TOY, dart is spring steel. Clever kits 
lets you adjust dart for large game or small. Kills varmits. Caliber is .40. Safety 
mouthpiece. Material is camouflaged aluminum. Hunters use 'long' darts for 
large animals. Police use 'very shorr darts for dog control (just skin pricks]. 
Complete with 125 dart kit. S24.9B plus $2.00 postage & handling. Buy3 guns, 
get 50D darts FREE. Order by mail from: 

Midwest Sport Distributors, Inc. , Lucky St. Box 129F 
Fayette, MO 65248 

FR~Eat~~~age VISA, M. C., AM. EXP.& C.O.D. 
~w-ith o_rder~JOLL FREE 24 HRS.· ORDERS ONL y 
1·800·248·5128or 1·800·227·1617 ext. 601 

NEW SAFETY 
MOUTHPIECE 

60-DAY MONEY 
BACK GUARANTEE 

DEALER 
INQUIRIES WELCOME 

Steel Cleaning Rods 
I hate brass, aluminum and plastic

coated cleaning rods. All three are too 
soft. Abrasive particles all too often be
come permanently embedded in them 
and they tum into veritable hacksaws 
as they grind away on the bore, remov
ing both fouling and barrel steel with
out discrimination. Only steel cleaning 
rods will do for me. 

G.l. steel cleaning rods used to litter 
the tables of every local gun show in 
the country. You rarely see them any
more and when you do they're the 
cumbersome one-piece type. The 
Kleen-Bore Division of Yankee Hill 
Machine Co. , Inc. (Dept. SOF, North
ampton, MA 01060) makes the slickest 
sectioned steel cleaning rods I've ever 
used. Their M16 field kit comes in a 
black or camouflage nylon pouch with 
pistol belt clip and includes a mili
tary-style four-section steel rod, adap
ter for 8-32 treaded accessories, patch 
holder, oil, nylon cleaning brush, 
patches, silicone cloth and M16 cham
ber and bore brushes. It, and their 
"Universal" cleaning kit, can be used 
with other rifles and handguns from 
.22 to .45 caliber. The "Universal" kit 
is even equipped with an adapter to 
accommodate shotguns. 

Kleen-Bore also makes stainless
steel bore brushes in all common cali-

INTRODUCING 
THE NEW AND EXCITING 

"M.A.V. TM" 

(MILITARY All-PURPOSE VEHICLE) 

Assault Systems' Gear is 
$3,995 

FOB ST. LOUIS 

A55AUL~ 
5Y5TEniS. 1 ~ 

Dept. FF-065 
869 Horan Drive St. Louis, MO 63026-2478 

Toll Free Order Line: 1-800-325-3049 
In Missouri : 1-314-343-3575 TWX : 9107601429 

Distributed exclusively in Canada by 
Milarm Co., ltd., 10969-101 Street 

Edmonton . Alberta, Canada T5H 2S9 • (403) 424-5281 

UNCONDITIONALLY 
GUARANTEED ... 
. . . and tougher than the task y'ou put it to! When it comes to the quality of our gun cases , 
holsters, gear bags and accessories-We simply won 't tolerate inferior materials or 
poor workmanship! At Assault System our standards are higher and less flexible than 

most, so we can UNCONDITIONALLY GUARANTEE each product to be free of 
defects in materials and workmanship-for as long as it is owned by the original 
purchaser. We know of no other manufacturer who dares to match this guarantee! 
Ask your retailer to show you Assault Systems ' Gear . . . or mail $1 for our 1985 
40-page full color catalog ... today! 



FIGHT 
BIG BROTHER 
1·985 IS HERE! 

Big brother may be watching or 
'lstening In on you. Fight back with 
the most sc;>phisticated privacy pro-

tection systems from cc~. 

PROTECT YOUR PRIVACY 
This palm sized sys
tem lets you know if 
anyone in the room 
is wearing a "bug". 
It fits in your pocket 
to provide privacy 
wherever you go. 

SEE IN THE DARK 

This miniature night 
s~ope allows you to 
see in total darkness 
as far as your own 
eyes can see. Fits in 
your pocket. 

INSURE YOUR 
TELEPHONE PRIVACY 

This telephone scram
bler makes your con
versation indeci
pherable to eaves
droppers. Only the 
legit imate speaking 
parties receive clear 
conversation . 

Send $25.00 for new t 985 catalog with 
100 pgs. of state-of-the-art electronic 
security systems. 

CCS Communkation Control Inc. 
633 Third Ave. , New York , NY 10017 

Enclosed is my $25.0 0. 
Please send me your catalog. 

Name_~~~~~~~~~~~~

Address_~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

SOF 

CCS Communkation Control Inc. 
633 Third Ave., New Yo.X. NY 10017 (2 12) 697-8140nl238720 

1801 L St N.W., Washington. 0 .C. 20006 (202) 659-3432 

9465 v.l~hlre Btvd., Beverly HU~. CA 90212 (2 13) 274-6256 

1435 Brickell Ave .• Miami, Fla. 33131 (305) 358-4336 

320 N. Michigan Ave .. Chicago. Ill 60601 (3 12) 726-0998 

6161 Savoy. Houston, Tx. 77036 (7 13) 781 -0852 

62 S. Audley Sr.. London WI Eng land 01 -629-0223 TX:8814709 

26 PlaceVendome. 75001Paris297-56-00TX:CCS 215524F 

JUNE 85 

bers that last longer, scrub better, and 
will nqt damage the bore. I use them 
exclusively. 

Recoil Shields 
Gun writers pump. out reams of pa

per about recoil. Most of them will tell 
you they are not " rec;oil-sensitive. " 
Then they'll tell you how the S&W 

. Model 29 . 44 Magnum with checkered 
grips will cause the palm of your hand 
to bleed after just one box of 50. 

Hey, I'm recoil-sensitive and 
although more than 10,000 full-house 
loads have slammed through my Mod
el 29, it has never drawn blood. 

You'd be recoil-sensitive too if you 
had to test-fire some of the crap I do; 
like the 7.5-pound 7.62mm NATO 
AR-10 in full-auto. It's simply a case of 
Newtonian physics - lighter guns 
accelerate faster and recoil harder. 

PAST Recoil Shields are significant
ly better than any other device I've 
tried at reducing felt recoil. They in
corporate a leather shoulder pad with 
an interfaced proprietary plastic foam 
that actually converts recoil energy into 
internal heat. This energy conversion is 
further enhanced by. a frictional inter
face of leather which spreads the im
pact register over a foam ar~a larger 
than the buttstock itself. 

Their Magnum Rifle Shield is worn 
on the shoulder in the gun contact 
area. It may be worn over or under 
garments. With it, you can plink with a 
.458 Win. Magnum without pain. 

I prefer their field vest, though. It 
looks military and you don' t have to 
tell anyone why you' re wearing it. 
Contact the PAST Corporation (Dept. 
SOF, 210 Park Ave. , P.O. Box 7372, 
Columbia, MO 65205) for more in
formation. 

Forum for Class 3 Dealers 
Sold only to Class 3 dealers, police 

and military personnel, the NFA (Nation
al Firearms Act) Journal offers legal 
news, qµestions and answers about 
BA lF regulations, law-enforcement in
formation and weapons reviews by the 
manufacturers' reps. It's an interesting 
little publication and deserves our sup
port. The NFA Journal is published 
bimonthly py The National Association 
of Federal Licensed Rrearms Dealers 
(Dept. SOF, 2801 E. Oakland Park 
Blvd., Ft Lauderdale, FL 33306). The 
subscription rate for one year (six issues) 

is $6. "" 

SOF ADS 

GET 

RESPONSE 

COUNTERFEIT GUNS EXACT SIZE WORK· 
ING METAL MODELS THAT LOOK, FEEL , WEIGH ANO 
HANDLE LIKE THE ORIGINALS. CAN BE " FIELD-STRIPPED." 
CANNOT BE MADE TO Fl E REAL BU S. DELIVERED 

SAFE! 
FOR 
OISPLAY 

FULLY 
SSEMBLED 

M1921 
THOMPSON 
01-700 ... . . .. . . $210 PPO 

GOV'T. .45 
AUTOMATIC 
01-300 ... 

357 
POLICE 
MAGNUM 
01-108 . 

CANNOT 
BE MADE 
TO FIRE! 

MILITARY KNIVES QUALITY REPROOUC· 
TIONS OF FAMOUS ,. HISTORICAL EDGED WEAPONS AND 
MILITARY KNIVES . 

U.S. M3 FIGHTING KNIFE. 
07 -048 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . • • • • . . . . $22 PPD 

FAIRBAIRN-SYKES COMMANDO KNIFE 
07-014 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $29 PPD 

GERMAN HJ 'vourn KNIFE 
07-09 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $23 PPD 

FREE COLOR CATALOG SHOWS OVER 50 DIFFERENT TYPES 
OF EDGED WEAPONRY FROM BATTLE AXES TO SAMURAI 
swo~os TO FULL·SIZE SUITS OF ARMOUR. 

MEDALS & BADGES PERFECT REPLICAS 
HIGHEST QUALITY . 

GERMAN WWI " BLUE MAX" 
14·01 IW/Rlli~ON) .. . .. $23 PPD 
14-77 NECK CHAIN) .... $13 PPD 

~ '"""" .. ,, """" WWI RFC PILOT WINGS 
15·11B(RAF) . . ..... ... ........ $15PPO 
15-11C (RFC) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $13 PPO 

FREE COLOR CATALOG SHOWS OVER 50 OIF.FERENT TYPES 
OF MILITARY INSIGNIA, MEDALS , BADGES. FLAGS. ETC. 

CREDIT CARD ORDERS, NO INQUIRIES. PHONE TOLL FREE 

Hl00-638-2000(1N MD: 800-831·4300)0RDERS ONLY! P-!------ MAILNO RJSl<COUPON TOOA.YI ------, I ~SJLLECTOR 'S ARMOURY, INC. PLEASE 

1 ~.s~~~~,~~~T. 50 D SEND FREEi 
I ALEXANDRIA, VIRGINIA 22313 USA CATALOG I 
I Ploase send lolloMn!I •.•.•.••• •..• ...••• •••••.••••••• ••• ••••••• I 
I ................... . ... .... ...... ..... . .. . .... . . . . I 

: D MONEY ORDER D CHECK ENCLOSED S . .. . . . . 
CHARGE TO MY: O VA 0 MC 0 AX O CS D OC 

:1 I I I I I I I I I I I I I 

I .. ... I 

I I I: 
I 

1 tEXPtRATION DATE) •• ••• • iSK.~ru~Ei · · · . -~ ,:.~;i.:~,,; ~-e· . 1 
: PRINT NAME .. .. . . . .. .. . . . • .. .. .. . .. .. : 

I ADDRESS .. .. .. .... .. .. .... .. . . .......... I 
I CITY .... .. ...... .............. .. .... I 
I •TATE/ZIP .. .. . .. .. .. . . . .. . .. .. .. . .. . .. .J 
... - - - - MONEY BAO< (USS POSTAGE)lFNOTsAT1~~.eo. - ---- - ·. 
IN CANAOA: REP\.ICA MOOELS OF CANAOA. 6M8 NO. 3 RO .• RK:HMONO, e.c .. CANAOA Vl5l' 2Cl 
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UNIVERSAL MILITARY OUTFITTERS 
BIGGER AND BETTER THAN EVER 

SUPER SAVINGS 
* FREE SHIPPING ANYWHERE IN TH!= CONTINENTAL U.S. * 
* FFjEE SHOULDER BAG WITH EVERY ORDER OVER $75 .00 * 

G.I. MA-1 FLIGHT JACKET 
OD,CAMO,BLUE,BLACK XS-XL 

G.I. A-2 DECK JACKET OD 
S-XL 

G.I. N2B FLIGHT PARKA 
SUB-ZERO S-XL 

U.S. FLIGHT VEST (LIKf: MA-1 W/0 SLEEVES) 
OD.BLUE,CAMO,BLACK XS-XL 

G.I. PONC i-10 LINER, CAMO 

T-SHIRT S/S CAMO 
S-XL 

G.I. WOODLAND BDU SHIRT 
XS-XL STATE LENGTH 

G.I. WOODLAND BDU PANTS 
XS-XL STATE LENGTH 

WOODLAN D SET (SHIRT & PANTS) 

G.I. JUNIORS SIZES 4-16 

CAMO 6 POC PANTS w/drawstring 

CAMO 4 POC SHIRT 

T-SHIRT 

BOMBER JACKET 

M-65 STYLE JACKET 

ADJUSTAB LE HAT 

$ 45.00 

45.00 

85.00 

36.00 

22.00 

2/10.00 

25.00 

25 .00 

45.00 

15.00 

15.00 

219.00 

20.00 

35.00 

5.00 

·G.I. M-65 FIELD JACKET 
OD,CAMO,BLACK XS-XL 

G.I. LINER FOR M-65 
XS-XL 

G.I. N3B FLIGHT PARKA 
SUB-ZERO XS-XL 

G.I. BLACK COMMANDO SWEATER 
STATE CHEST SIZE 

G.I. SLEEPING BAG 

G. I. JUNGLE HAT - OD & CAMO 
67/s. ?Jfil 

G.I. OD RIPSTOP SHIRT 
XS-XL REG LENGTH ONLY 

G. I. OD RIPSTOP PANTS 
XS-XL REG LENGTH ONLY 

OD RIPSTOP SET (SHIRT & PANTS) 

CAMO TUBE SOX 
1 SIZE FITS ALL 

D3A GLOVE w/insert 
S-M·L 

G.I. PLASTIC CANTEEN w/cover 
CANTEEN - OD or BLACK 
COVER - OD.BLACK or CAMO 

VISA & MC ACCEPTED 
min. order $10.00 

$ 52.00 

15.75 

120.00 

40.00 

85 .00 

10.00 

25.00 

25 .00 

47.00 

3/10.00 

14.50 

5.00 

FOR A COMPLETE CATALOG 
WRITE: U.M .O. 

6221 6th AVE 
BROOKLYN, N.Y. 11220 

FOR ORDERS - CALL: 1-800-521-2124 
IN N. Y. 718 439-6161 

NOW AVAILABLE TO THE PUBLIC 
The same method u~ed by the U.S. Military 

for long term weapon storage. 

If your putting up Grand Dad's antique double in the 
closet~ or b~rying an assault weapon, you want the 
best prot~ction possible from the harmful eff~cts of 

Rust and Corrosion 
The Vapor Guard gu~ storage kit will preserve your gun for 

20 years or more regardless of elemental conditions. 
The Vapor Guard storage kit includes: 

• 60" x 11 " (ID) sleeve of high strength Tyvek barrier paper to seal your 
gun away from the elements. 

• Rust inh ibitor paper - the miracle paper that blocks out rust with its invisible, 
odorless vapor. The "mothball effect" of this v<1por eliminates the n!iled for 
messy oils and sprays. 

• High grade dessicant to absorb any moisture present in barrier paper sleeve. 

All Vapor Guard components meet and/or exceed mil. specs. for that particular item. 

Vapor Guard also offers rust inhibitor paper separately in rolls of 9'x9" for lining gun 
cases, vaults, cabinets, etc.;. One roll provides 3-10 years of protection for 4 or more 

long guns (paper longevity depen~s on degree of exposure) 

The Vapor Guard gun storage kits are available at an introductory price of 16.95 ea. 
Less 15% on orders of 6 or more. Vapor Guard rust inhibitor paper is 9.95 per roll. 
Less 15% on orders ·01 6 or more. Items cannot be mixed to reach discount quantities. 

Postage/Hancjling prepaid. Texas resident add 51/aO/o sales tax. 
Send cast], check, or money order to: 

Jet Stream Ventures 
3798 Forest Ln., Suite 14 •Dallas, TX 75234 

(allow 4 to 6 weeks for delivery) 
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SPECIAL HOTLINE 

(214) 350-0974 

SOF TRAINS IN 
NICARAGUA 
Continued from page 47 

shaving what stubble I could find between 
mosquito bites, we began training. I cut up 
a supply of wire coat hangers to make air 
sights and asked an AROE platoon com
mander to bring me one of his machine 
guns. H e appeared wearing a huge grin 
and toting a Soviet RPO marked as having 
been manufactured in Suez. Obviously, 
we were dealing with some CIA legacies 
here. 

" No, no. I need one of your heavy 
machine' guns like a 12. 7 or a fi fty
ca liber. ' ' Th e platoon commander 
shrugged and offered me the RPO. 

In my hands was the entire flimsy fire
power support of the unit. Claflin later 
confirmed that the AROE in Nicaragua 
had a total of 12 RPOs and no heavy 
machine guns at all. They are in for big 
trouble if the sky over their camps is ever 
darkened by the shadow of a fl ight of 
Hinds. 

We rigged the air sights on both sides of 
the guns anyway. At least the sights, which 
automatically added the necessary lead 
for a crossing aircraft and kept the fire 
concentrated, would allow them to piss off 
the Cubans who would likely take the 
Mi-24s out of Managua and over the lake. 
It wasn' t much to offer and neither was my 
elaborate plan for using explosives to trap 
helos which swooped down below treetop 
level to investigate ambush bait. 

AROE had absolutely no explosives 
beyond a few hand grenades captureq from 
the Sandinistas. Papi Vega, who had done a 
hitch in the U.S. Anny, seemed almost apol
ogetic. "!' m afraid we have the shoestring 
but no shoes." He told me their leader ·was 
going to some secret location inside Costa 
Rica soon to negotiate for 10 cases of indus
trial dynamite. With a sinking feeling I dia
gramed a way to set the explosives as cutting 
charges. Maybe some lucky patrol would 
manage to blast a big tree into the rotor fan 
of a Hind and force the bastard to disassem
ble in mid-air. 

Following a dinner of beans anq rice, 
Robelo took me into the CP and waved his 
hands around the map pinned to the wall. 
We left Claflin and Green patiently explain
ing the need to clean weapons to the AROE 
S-2, who had just returned from a patrol 
near the lake. They had found a relatively 
good supply of Romanian AK's, LAWs, 
RPOs, a few old FN-FALs as well as stocks of 
ammo and magazines, but they all needed 
attention and maintenance. 

Robelo was delighted that his men had 
been set to work on a project that would 
generate some progress. H e seemed to 
think things were definitely looking up in 
his T AOR and carefully pointed out tacti
cal positions on the wall map. His tiny 
camps were an island of blue marks in a 
sea of red designating Sandinista garri
sons or patrol sightings. I noted two loca-

JUNE 85 



tion that supposedly housed sections of 
Mi -8s. A plan wi'ls beginning to germinrite. 

Robelo turned out to be C\ very enthu
siastic realist. " We are a very small group 
here and l do not want our effort to be 
ruined by politics. l wrint to stay small and 
form n sort of commando unit to raid the 
piricuacos along the lake shore. This is the 
sort of tactic that wi ll make us of use to the 
resist<lnce. 

" Please understand this. We do not 
wish to be the leaders of the movement. 
We don 't want to make the mistakes Pas
tora did. We simply want to be effective 
and useful under the UNIR banner. We 
will fight as part of anyone's uni t. Anyone 
who is competent and dedicated to throw
ing the piricuacos out can give my unit 
orders. There is only one provision. H e 
m4st be Nicaraguan. This is a Nicaraguan 
struggle and we will not take orders from 
foreigners .. . Americans or any others. " 

Title that one " Not Another Nam" and 
have it recorded by Tip O'Neill and the 
Congressional Troubadors. Robelo went 
on to tell me of his concern over the sus
pension of covert aid to the anti
Sandinista movement. He seemed con
vinced that he would not be able to strike 
effectively against the communists in his 
area without a major influx of money and 
supplies. A vicious circle was beginning to 
form in my mind as we talked. 

" You are not likely to get Congressional 
support or other help from your support-
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ers in the United States if you simply sit 
here and wait for aid. You must try with 
what you have to harrass or hurt the San
dinistas. " 

Ra belo frowned. " But without the 
equipment and the money for sup
plies ... " Stalemate. 

When the mosquitos would let me con
centrate that night, I sketched out a plan 
for a mortar attack on a Sandinista base. 
Blowing l~rge, untidy holes in a couple of 
Hips would convince supporters in the 
U.S. and elsewhere that this new, diminu
tive ARDE formation was willing and able 
to strike a blow for its freedom. It would 
also give the Sandinista regime and its 
Soviet advisers the impression that they 
had a force to contend with in southern 
Nicaragua. 

That led to an early-morning class in 
mortar gunnery and one of the most Rube 
Goldberg fire-adjustment routines l have 
ever seen. 

Picking a steamy jungle clearing for my 
classroom, I led a group of 10 ARDE 
NCOs in pack-train formation for their first 
day of concentrated mortar instruction. It 
would be an all-day affair involving map, 
compass, call for fire, fire corrections and 
adjustments during both daylight and 
dark conditions. At dawn we had checked 
the unit's two 82rnm mortars and selected 
the best tube along with sufficient ammo 
for the drill: nine rounds of Chinese HE 
packed in three-round wooden boxes 
with point-detonating fuses and dough
nut-style propellant increments included 
in factory-sealed plastic boxes. After dark, 
we'd be winging it once again since none 
of the batteries for the Chinese night
sighting equipment had survived the trip 
from wherever the Agency got them to 
Nicaragua. 

Checking for overhead masking that 
would impede high-angle fire - a real 
problem and potentially dangerous situa
tion for q:ueless mortarmen in jungle areas 
- I had the NCOs hack out a seat for the 
baseplate and checkeq out tenuous con
tact with a Forward Observer about a klick 
and a half away between us and our target 
on the south shore of Lake Nicaragua. It 
tiadn' t taken me more than an hour or so 
of quick drill the previous day to realize I 
would be using the terms " FO" and 
"comm" advisedly. 

Scouring the maps, I had searched 
diligently for either a Sandinista target or a 
free-fire zone within range of the weapon 
and within sight of an observer who had a 
radio. Those parameters made it a frus
trating experience. 

" How aboµt this area over he re. 
Doesn·t look like there's anything there 
but swamps .. 

.. and rice fie lds. We have people 
over there on leave helping to put the rice 
in the ground.·· Pcipi Vega was trying to be 
helpful. 

"OK. This area looks clear. How about 
if we dump a few rounds. 

"No. Captain. That area is fu! I of !rijoles 
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fields. We have people over there helping 
to harvest the crop.·· 

··well. hell. How about if we shoot up 
here at this place where the river runs into 
the laker 

··Si. Thafsa good place. The piricuacos 
run their pa trol boats in the re all the 
time ... 

" Now we ' re getting somewhere. 
Maybe the FO can spot some boats and 
we'll have a crack at dumping some of the 
bastards in the water. .. " 

. If he can see the target. It is very 
dense jungle along that area. " 

" Papi, just how do you want to do this 
thing?" 

"Perhaps if we have him climb a very 
tall tree. That would also help with the 
radio transmission." 

Somewhere out in front of our gun, a 
pissed-off FO was fighting the howler 
monkeys for position in a tall tree and 
trying to reach us via his civilian-style CB 
radio. On my end, an NCO carried a simi
lar set into another tree and prepared to 
shout down fire corrections if they could 
be passed along through the babble of 
admin traffic that snarled transmissions on 
our chosen frequency. l settled in for a 
long day. 

At least two of the NCOs, both wearing 
atypical berets, seemed to know their way 
around the 82mm mortar. They efficiently 
dug a pit for the baseplate and got the 
bipod set up properly and solidly. l chose 
them to accompany me as l moved away 
from the metal mass of the gun to shoot an 
azimuth for our aiming stake. In a labo
rious earlier class, I had shown the NCOs 
how to plot the grid azimuth for a gun
target line and then convert it to a magnet
ic azimuth for emplacement of the aiming 
stake. These two men had picked up ev
erything very quickly. As we used the 
lensatic compass to lay the gun, I found 
out why. 

Contact and cooperation between 
ARDE and their big-brother formation in 
the north is a reality. Both Emiliano and 
Ricardo were FON guerrillas who had 
come south to help staff and organize the 
new ARDE. They showed me FON dog
tags and indicated they had volunteered 
to serve with the second-largest anti
Sandinista formation. I later discovered 
that at least four _ others in the ARDE 
camps - including two women - were 
former FON fighters. Despite the compar
atively small scale of the transfer and 
Robelo's complaints about the FDN's un
willingness to share s upplies and 
weapons, he re was evidence that the 
UNIR coalition was having some tangible 
effect on the anti-communist movement 
in Central America. There's another tune 
that ought to be played for Tip and the 
Troubadors on Capitol Hill. 

After we had the aiming stake emplaced 
and several rounds ready for firing, our 
FO reported he could hear the sound of 
small boat engines through the morning 
fog. If they were Sandinistas and if they 
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followed their pattern, they would be turn
ing into the mouth of a small river that 
meandered toward ARDE positions. It 
was time to pump a round out there and 
see how well we'd emplaced the gun. 

Using max charge and a safe elevation 
to clear the FO, I dumped an HE round · 
down the tube and ducked away from the 
muzzle. The mortar tried to bang into bat
tery with the recoil but the baseplate 
skipped out of its hole and nearly upset 
the entire weapon. Yelling for the radio
man to tell the FO to watch for an erratic 
round, I sunk my hands into the muck and 
found out why. We had not noticed a web 
of lqrge fruit-tree roots and vines hidden 
under the floor of the jungle when we dug 
a pit for the baseplate. There was no stable 
platform to absorb the recoil of the mortar. 
Ten minutes' work with machetes and E
tools solved the problem and we got the 
sight back on the aiming stake for a 
second round. 

Speaking in excited Spanish, our FO 
reported he had heard the first round sail 
overhead and impact somewhere in the 
marsh between his position and the river, 
but had not seen the flash. I judged it lost 
for plotting purposes and prepared to fire 
number two on the same basic data. 

We could not manage to determine 
through the communication snarl whether 
the FO could see the patrol boats or sim
ply hear their engines but he seemed cer
tain piricuacos were nosing around the 
mouth of the river. Our second round was 
judged 100 meters long and 250 meters 
left of target area. 

Struggling with the unfamiliar Chinese 
sight and a rudimentary range-charge
elevation table that came with the ammo, I 
dialed on the necessary corrections and 
had one of the NCOs fire a third round at 
charge two. After nervously waiting for 
what seem like a week, our FO reported 
this one as range-correct but left of target 
300 meters. Unless I had pulled a boot
camp maneuver and fired "180 out" by 
adjusting the sight in the wrong direction, 
the correction did not seem logical. 

We quickly checked the dope and the 
sight. No problems there. The corrections 
had been proper. Checking my notes, I 
decided to go back to base deflection and 
elevation and fire another round. This 
time I let the NCOs manipulate the sight 
and merely checked to see that they made 
the proper adjustment. Round four drew a 
static-filled squawk from the FO. I shouted 
up to our radioman in the trees and asked 
for clarification. 

The communicator stuck his head 
through a tangle of branches and showed 
me a set of pearly teeth through a huge 
grin. "He say please to be careful. You 
almost hit him with that one." Gales of 
laughter from the assembled guerrillas. I 
was not so amused. Blowing our FO out of 
his perch with one of our own rounds 
would put a decided damper on the effec
tiveness of this training. 

Cease fire. I had to find out what the 
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problem with our FO was. After much 
shouting and laughing over the airwaves it 
turned out our man was having trouble 
with fog that was hanging in the area and 
obscuring detailed observation. He had 

, \· - understandably - been ducking back 
" into his roost when he heard a round com

ing and was trying to adj ust fire from the 
smoke that rolled into the air following 
impact. Lake winds were making that de
cidedly inaccurate. Former FON guerrilla 
Emiliano did some admirable ass-chewing 
on the radio and we were ready to fire for 
effect. 

Moving slowly and cautiously to insure 
each NCO understood the relationship 
between sight changes and point of im
pact, we proceeded to pepper the area 
with high explosive. After we had changed 
crew positions a number of times to let 
each man manipulate the Chinese sights 
and firing tables, our FO reported we were 
on range and hitting within 50 meters of 
either side of target area. He also reported 
the engine sounds were fading rapidly 
back toward the open lake. 

Following chow, administered by 
"Becky," a 16-year-old guerrilla who was 
touted to be as good with a LAW as she 
was with a skillet, we sweated over maps 
and firing tables with a spare sight from the 
second 82mm mortar. Our difficulty 
seemed to be the concept of mils as 
opposed to degrees in indirect fire gun
nery. The guerrillas all wanted to turn their 
newly-acquired rudimentary knowledge 
into operation of a full-blown Fire Direc
tion Center. It just wasn't possible given the 
lack of plotting boards, updated maps, and 
reliable comm. But the main point in my 
mind was their motivation. They wanted 
more knowledge and insight than they 
could handle. Motivation goes a long way 
toward making up for material deficits. 

After an early nightfall we returned to 
the mortar position and I jury-rigged a 
red-lens flashlight on our aiming stake to 
demonstrate that mortars could - and 
should - be used at night. Each NCO got 
a chance to convince himself that sights 
and aiming stakes were useful at night and 
we pumped a few more rounds into the 
dark as H&I fire for any patrols that may 
have been moving in the area. It was a 
successful drill despite the fact that dis
placing and re- laying the gun in the mos
quito-infested swamp was not one of my 
most pleasant experiences. The rapid-fire 
questions posed by the NCOs nearly kept 
me awake all night. They were ready to 
hump those guns to within range of the 
Sandinistas and get on with the war. 

That project occupied my last day inside 
Nicaragua with the reformed ARDE. Work
ing by lantern light in the darkened CP with 
the mortarmen at my side, I plotted a firing 
position and the necessary sight settings for 
the guerrillas to take one of the Mi-8 bases 
under accurate fire. They would need to do 
some solid recon work before launching the 
mission, but everyone assured me it would 
be no problem. 

Hoping I had contributed enough to 
make the reformed ARDE a genuine 
threat to the marauding troops of the San
dinista regime , I left Nicaragua and 
headed for part two of my mission with the 
FON along the Honduras-Nicaragua bor
der area. One conclusion seemed obvious 
as 1 recrossed the border and headed for a 
rendezvous in San Jose. Despite accusa
tions to the contrary, the anti-communist 
movement in southern Nicaragua is alive 
and well enough to make a difference in 
the fight for freedom. 

They may be sold down some jungle river 
by so-called friends in high places, but they 
will never stop fighting to regain control of 
their country. They remain - underfed and 
ill-equipped - somewhere out there in the 
swampy, mosquito-infested jungles of their 
homeland, poised behind the rifle and mor
tar sights, waiting for the chance to strike a 
blow for freedom. ~ 

P ANJSHER VIII 
Continued from page 65 

the fi gures of moving men stood out clearly. 
Overnight the mountains had been con
verted into an Mi-24 nose-gunner ' s dream
world. 

By mid-morning we knew the worst: the 
attack was postponed. Use of the grappling 
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irons was diffic4lt enough at the best of 
times without a layer of snow to complicate 
matters by obscuring the trip-wires. The 
assault , said Massoud, would wait until 
most of the snow had melted . But on the 
farther side of the valley, the fall had been 
less heavy and the mujahideen under one of 
the Panjsher 's bes t-known commanders, 
Haji Amin - in touch with Massoud by 
walkie-talkie - were anxious to go ahead 
as planned. · 

They attacked at 1640 hours , the rever
berations of the initi al recoilless-rifle bar
rage booming around the mountains fol
lowed by long stutters of machine-gun fire. 
The fight gained in intensity for 15 minutes, 
ebbed and then rose again. And at that point 
the guerrillas, led by Amin, rushed the post 
as its defenders threw down their arms . 
Only the officers attempted continued re
sistance but changed their minds quickly 
enough when they saw what the outcome 
would be. The position was captured with
out the mujahideen taking any casualties. 

Fighting continued next day with an Af
ghan Anny counter-attack aimed at recaptur
ing the post. It backfired badly . Attacking 
troops advanced uphill, but they were driven 
back down in a wild rush that saw another 
post overrun. Meanwhile , around Puzhgur, 
other units of Amin ' s men were · pressing 
home mortar and rocket attacks against the 
main base. Airstrikes came - Sukhois and 
MiGs swooping low into the val ley drew 
long bursts of fire from mountain-top dashi
ka positions, dumping their loads and pull
ing out again in steep climbs. But the mu
jahideen had long since scattered. 

And guerrill as attacked Khoja Ka lan the 
following afternoon .. . two days late . The 
snow had mostly melted , but the delay cost 
Massoud the element of surprise and the 
success of the assault. It also cost two mu
jahideen the ir liyes. 

The morning before the operation , K~oja 
Kolan 's small garrison was qusy laying 
more rings of mines around the position for 
the attack it knew must come. Mujahid 
assault groups and recoilless-rifle crews had 
taken their positions the night before , ad
vancing under cover of darkness into folds 
of dead ground . In the early afternoon , the 
mortar and dashika teams moved up tpward 
the rim of the slope directly overlooking 
Khoja Kalan. 

1 stuck with one dashika crew as they sat 
killing time through the afternoon and then 
began asse mbling the machine gun in a pre
pared sangar with a clear view down across 
the battlefi eld to Khoja Kolan. Short of a 
direct hit from a mortar roupd. it was decent 
cover. One hundred meters down to our 
right a mortar crew set up their 82mm be
hind a rough heap of rocks. We sat. waited. 
and wa tched t~e sun s inkin g. kee ping 
movement to a minimum to avo id be ing 
spotted by observation posts on the farther 
side of the va lley. 

Finally at 1700, with the mountains slip
ping fast into shadow , the attack opened up. 
From across the side-valley behind the post, 
the farthest dashika let rip , signal for sus-

tained recoilless-rifle fire from posi tions on 
the slope below us. Then the mortars joined 
ip . Before long the post was hidden behind a 
curtain of dirty-white smoke . Through gaps 
we could see mortar impacts around the 
post 's earthworks and amid the minefield as 
geysers of eatth and snow were tom upward. 

Then we started to take fi re, at first scat
tered Kalashnikov rounds singing overhead 
and spattering among the rocks behind us . 
Later more accurate bursts of PK machine
gun fire fo rced us down into the sangar and 
behind rocks. The opposition was not about 
to come out with their hands up . 

On the slope around the post the assault 
squads and RPG teams were moving for
ward , f: rawling toward the minefield as de
fending fire was directed up at the heavier 
weapo'ns on the heights . As the leaders be
gan wrestling with the almost suicidal task 
of detonating mines , it was crudal that sup
porting fire keep defenders' head down . 

Then the dashika jammed. 
The gunner , a thick-.set , bearded guerrilla 

in a quilted jacket, began cursing like a 
madm an . After several conventional 
attempts to get the weapon firing again , he 
began hammering at the jam with a rock and 
yelling obscenities as he stood , fully ex
posed , bullets whistling around him and 
ricocheting off the rocks. 

By the time the weapon was operating 
again (after barrel change) the din of battle 
had eased and light was fad ing fas t. Recoil
less rifles and mortars were still lobbing 
shells into the post, but the accuracy of the 
recoilless crew was poor . . . one shell 
would overshoot , the next explode in a 
c loud of smoke perilously close to the 
assault teams floundering among the mines. 
Gathering dark was disturbed by cries from 
the commander of the mortar crew to correct 
the range and by sudden red spurts of flame 
as a mine exploded like a flaring match in 
the failing light. We couldn't see whether 
any detonation was the work of a grappling 
iron or if a mujahid had died. 

By 1830 darkness had fallen and the din 
of battle ebbed, the momentum of the 
assault spent among the mines . Our mortars 
were out of ammunition. But from com
munist positions on the far side of the Panj
sher, tracer arced up toward us out of the 
darkness in lazy parabolas. Now and then, 
our dashika returned the fire with ear
splitting bursts . 

By 1900, as the action tapered off around 
the bunkers of Khoja Kalan , it was obvious 
tl)e attack had failed. Orders reaehed us to 
pull out before BM-2 1 s joined the battle. 
We moved back up the ridge in tired lines, 
dashika barrels , tripods , mortars and base 
plates divided up among the Afghans. Over
head, stray AK rounds whistled , but no one 
gave a damn . As far as I could see there 
were no wounded . 

We halted on the far side of the ridge out 
of the line of small-arms fire . By now BM-
21 explosions rippled up the mountainside, 
to our left and high . Even so we were in no 
spot to hang around . Moving fast down the 
mountain, we reached the rendezvous: a 

JUNE 85 



NICARAGUAN GUERRILLA TRAINING MANUAL\ 
Clandestine Operations Manual For Centra l America 

Travel to Central America - meet interesting people - and 
teach them how to use the most modern applications of guer
rilla warfare against their Communist oppressors ! Most Ameri
cans are tired of being Mr. Nice Guy and starting with Grenada, 
are beginning to kick some ass! They are behind the CIA covert 
activities in Central America! and cheer them on with the 
knowledge that we are finally using some effective methods. 

In order that those who so des ire may have a copy of one 
of their "ver boten" training manuals, we have made available 
a t ranslated copy of one o f the best, and naturally the most 
controversial , guerilla warfa re manuals in a long time. 

Say " Up yours" to your libe ral friends by having a copy of 
thi s manual on your coffee table! Order today! 
Title No. 240 ... $8.00 

OUR GUARANTEE: All of Desert Publications' books are the absolute finest available. It for any 
reason you are not satisfied with your purchase, simply return in resaleable i:;ondition within 10 
days of receipt for exchange· or cash refund . No questions asked . . 

RILL AUTO FULL AUTO 
Volume 1 

.._.,.. · AR-15 Manual 

/ 

J Step by steP instruc

' lions fo' conve<t ing 
this popular sporting 

1 and survival rifle lo 
! full auto. Soft cover. 

• ' •
1 

32 pag~~. i~~~traled . 

-~~:~' $6.00 

.,~ .. 112 .....,...... ..... 

RJUAUTO 

·~ 
k~K '1/ tl 
fUL l AUTO 

CONVUSION MAf'lft.IAl 

FULL AUTO 
Volume 5 
M1 to M2 

How to convert semi
au lo M 1 to se lect lire 
M2 by substi tut ing 
parts and m aki ng 
some min o r altera· 
l ions. Softcover. illus· 
trated. 32 pages. 

No. 130 

$6.00 

FULL AUTO 
HK91/93 

C1vilian·legal semi
auto cousins of the 
G3 can be legally con
ve rt ed (wi th p rior 
BATF approval) 10 

select f ire. Sol!cover . 
36 pages. 

No. HK91 / 93 

$6.95 

THE CROSSBOW 
AS A 

MODERN 
WEAPON 

Brand new. and des
tined to become the 
definitive work on the 
subject . Large B'hx l 1 
format . so ft cover . 

No. FP· 10 

$9.95 

~AUTO ,.._.,.,. 

FULL AUTO 
v.a-.s.,,.. 

y 

M1UllM. 
CIWNm'fll"• ~ ... 

FULL AUTO 
Volume 2 

Uzi Mod. Manual 
Covers both.a drop·in 
conversion to full auto 
only and a permanent 
conversion to select 
fire . Sol tcover , 34 
pages. il lustrated . 

No. 036 

$6.00 

FULL AUTO 
Volume 7 

Bingham AK-22 
This AK-47 look·alike 
is ideal for conversion 
to select fire due to 
simple design and low 
cos t o f ammo. So ft
cover. illustrated, 32 
pages. 

No. 022 

$6.00 

IMPROVISED 
MUNITIONS 

BLACK BOOK 
Volume 1 

The first in lhe series 
of improvised muni
ti ons and weapon s 
books prepared for 
lhe CIA and Special 
Forces during lhe late 
1960s. Sollcover. illus· 
traled, t45 pages. 

No. 204 

$10.95 

M1 CARBINE 
OWNER;S 
MANUAL 

Covers use, care and 
maintenance of the 
Ml . M2 and M3 Car· 
bines. 8 'h x1 1. soft· 
cover. 

No. FP· 13 

$9.95 

11------------------------

FULL AUTO , ........ 

FUUAUTO 

llJC;ER MINl--14 

flUAUTO 
CONVOSfOH MANUAl 

Send for our FREE I DESERT PUBLICATIONS 
catalog listing over 
250 exciting titles 
covering automat
ic weapons, sup
pressors, firearms, 
self-defense, sur-~ 
vival, etc. .. ... ~~ ... 

JUNE 85 

I P.O. Box 1600 Dept. SF Cottonwood, AZ 86326 

C ARO NO. 

E,XP. SIGNATURE 

I NAME 

ADDRE SS 

CITY 

STATE ZIP 

,I 

FULL AUTO 
Volume 3 

MAC 10 Manual 
Covers six different 
methods of converting 
the semi·auto MAC lo 
full auto only or select 
fi re versions. 

No. 010 

$6.00 

FULL AUTO 
Ruger Mlnl-14 

Complete instructions 
for converting this 
popular gun to selec t 
fire . written by a 
professional machin· 
ist. Softcover. 54 pp .. · 
illustrated. 

No. Mini·1 4 

$6.95 

IMPROVISED 
MUNITIONS 

BLACK BOOK 
Volume 2 

Covers such inleresl· 
ing devices as: Shot· 
gun Grenade Launch
er. Acid Delay lncen· 
diary and much more. 
Softc over. illu~ .. 137 
pages. 

No. 205 

$10.95 

EXPEDIENT 
HAND 

GRENADES 
A co mprehe ns iv e 
guide to the design 
and construclion of 
both fragmentati on 
and incendiary gre
nades. written by a 
professional ordnance 
designer. 

No. FP-5 

$10.00 

FULL AUTO ,..._,_ 

' 
~µ~T~ 

Qii 
,ii..,• 

':"!.· .:...q · 
\ f'-.~1\)a->22 

"'•' ~;·. - ~ 
~AAl AlfTO 

COH'VlUK)N MANUAl 

EXPLOSIVES AND 
PROPELLANTS 

OTY. BOOK TITLE 

FULL AUTO 
Volume 4 

Thompson 
Complete machinisrs 
drawings show exact · 

: ly how to alter just 3 
orig inal parts to create 
a FULL M1927A1 
Thompson! 

No. 027 

$6.00 

FULL AUTO 
Ruger 10/22 

AU parts needed to 
convert th is popular 
carbine to full auto 
are c learly illustra ted, 
along with step by 
step inslructions. 

No. 10/22 

$6.95 

IMPROVISED 
MUNITIONS 

BLACK BOOK 
Volume 3 

Gontai ns 40 articles 
in the Black Book 
program wh ich ha11e 
never been published 
elsewhere. 1n any 
form. 

No. 225 

$16.95 

EXPLOSIVES & 
PROPELLANTS 
In-depth coverage a l 

manufacturing impro
vised H.E. ·s detona· 
tors and black powder. 
Soft cover. 

No. 227 

$8.00 

PRICE TOTAL 

Postage & Handling $2.00 

(AZ residents add 6% sales tax) TOTAL 

SOLDIER OF FORTUNE 89 



BE YOUR OWN GUN EXPERT We show 
you how to buy and sell guns . . . cus-
tomize. repair and accurize them ... flt 
and finish stocks. Learn all about bal-
1 is tics . .. b I ac k powder ... how to 
import guns. 

Graduation from this course does not insure that you 
will get a job. To find out how our graduates have done, 
send for our job placement record. 
We Show You How To Apply for a Federal Firearms 
License Buy and sell guns, ammunition and accessories while you 
are still a student at North American. Siar! making extra cash almost im
mediately - order guns for olhers on cost-plus basis with no investment. 

First lesson reveals secret that increases hunting accuracy. 
Your friends won't believe their eyes when they see how your 

shooting improves. P,i. simple, easy-to-understand chart included 
in your first lesson gives you new accuracy . 

• 

1·800-862-~262 ~:~12~S055 
0 

CALL ANYTIME-Operators to take your call 24 hours a day, 
;: 7 days a week No cost. No obhgalron. No salesman will visit 

.--------OR MAIL COUPON TO~AY! ·1 
I North American School of Firearms. Dept. RSOSS 1 
I 95 Oak Street. Scranton. PA t8508 I 
I Rush me information telling how I may become a GUN PRO. No I 
I cost. No obligation. No salesman will visit you. I 
I NAM AG I 
I AOORE I 
: CITY StATE ZIP I 

~~~--~-----------------J 
SURVIVAL BOOKS 

SILENCERS 
p• 2 

Siltnms- hislory, lheory, !unction, ptrformanct. andcons1rutHon. 1nusuatedwhhpho!os1nd. 
dnwlngs. The mosl 1u1henlic. tho1ough. up·ID·date collection of books on lhe toplt. 
51~ Ola Silencer Catalogs 
La.,..· Enfo11:ementGu1oe1ofuearmS1!encers 
Silencers From 1h·e Home Worksttoo A Construction Manual Pt101os. 01awings. 

Ctmens10ns. Mateoa!s !or Real Guns in t.1anyCa~t1e1s 

F11ea1m S1lence1s Vol 1 
F1rearmS1lencersV01 2 
Home Worksttoo S1lence1s I 
l he Si!encer Backgrouno and co~s11UC1J:m oJ .1~ EJleciive SupDressor 
S1lenc:e1s Panerns ano Prmc1Dtes Vol 1 
S1tenc:ersPanernsanoPr1nc1olesvo12 
How10Bu1lo Silencers, an 11/ustrateo manual 
Silencers For Hana firearms 
Q<J1etk1\lersvo11 
Qu1e1 Ktlleis Vol 2 
Silencers S111oers &Assassins 

SEMl~~FULLY 

$4.50 
4 .95 

10.95 
9.sO 

14.95 
14.00 
12.00 
14.95 
14.95 

5 .00 
13.95 
10.00 
10.00 
20.50 

FULL AUTOMATIC CONVERSION BOOKS 
Pmtinl mtlllDdS to conm1 your semi-1u10 weapon lo Ml i uto or sel!clive lire should the nud irlse. 
Fult Au!O Volu!Tle 1 AR·15 $6.95 
Volume 2 UZI 6. 95 
Votume J MAC· ID 6 . 95 
Volume ~ Serra 4uro Tnt1moscn 8 . 95 
VO'Jl'f'e s Ml CdrDne 10 M2 8.95 
FuH AU'O Moo·li~lion Manual HK91 HK93 

MAC·10 MAC·11 AR·15 M1n1·U Ml CarDine 
Horr• Wo1~snoD Guns Vol 1 Corsirucimg 1ie Su~nach1pe Gun 
!J!l!IT'.al·cfuea1msOes~11aoo~Val 2 Conws1ono! Co11 !SPis101 

~.:9; r!K93 W1ncies1e1 6J •,'l!r<cnestri 490 o:us orig oio·ec1~ 

AA·1 hol•t Weaoons 
SuomatnmeGu110es1gnm Hanoooo;. 
lmorcv,seo l'leaoons o! 1ne Ame11can Uncergrou~o 
MAC· 10 : ; ACP SuDmatM1l'e Gun Recer1t1 Pijis 

12.00 
12.00 

14.00 
14.00 
11 .95 
8.95 
5 .00 

SURVIVAL BOOKS• (818) 763-0804 
11106 Magnolla Blvd, No Hollywood, CA 91601, Attn -Nancy 
Prices subject to change Orders paid wtth money ordor or credit card 
unt Immediately, personal check orders hold 4 weeks Catalog S2 DO 

!!O SOl.IHllR OF FORTUNE 

group of bombed-out homesteads on a wide 
shelf of terraced wheat fields 2,000 feet 
below the battlefield, bul still high above 
the va lley floor. Some groups mere ly 
touched base and kept moving, marching 
off into the night. A few, including Mas
soud 's group, stayed . 

The next morning we left the Puzhgur 
front for other areas in the valley. But for the 
remainder of 1984 Puzhgur continued to be 
the focal point of hostilities in the Panjsher. 
At the end of October and early November, 
large-scale Soviet assaults into side-valleys 
near the Panjsher's mouth shi fted the focus 
briefly from the middle reaches of the valley 
around Puzhgur and on 8 November the 
siege of the garrison was finally lifted when 
a resupply convoy managed to get through. 
But the last half of November marked the 
second phase of the guerrilla offensive with 
furthe r attacks on posts begi nning 14 
November. Between 14 November and the 
30th, nine more posts fe ll to the mujahi
deen. 

Those successes triggered an inevitable 
reac tion and by Christmas reports of re
newed heavy c lashes filtered o ut of the val
ley as the Soviets moved air-assaull troops 
and armor up-valley to rei nforce Puzhgur. 
For his part. Massoud c la imed to have ki lled 
some I 00 Soviet and Afghan lroops in fight
ing around the town and on ambushes on 
re lief convoys trying to break through. 

And all o f that poi nts to one fai rly safe 
conclusion: The Panjsher will li ke ly remain 
Afghanistan's best-k nown and most bitterly 
fought-over kill ing ground. ~ 

19 CANDLES, 1 KIA 
Continued from page 32 

their chatter. Medics milled around trying to 
figure out who was wounded in the all the 
smoke and confusion. The round had landed 
on the CP, blowing an RTO and a couple of 
riflemen to hell. That wa~n't the last time it 
happened, either. 

During the days we spent in the area, arty 
was called in a couple of times . Everytime it 
came in, it seemed to hit our guys. Christ! I 
realized they'd stuck us on an LZ they 
hadn ' t pinpointed on the map. With gooks 
all over the place and our own artillery rain
ing down on us, we could look forward to 
another sleepless night. 

I could be back home with my friends and 
my girl in Lorain, Ohio, but instead I had 
looked for a change, something out of the 
ordinary. The Anny seemed to be the per
fect ticket. So there I was, face down in the 
dirt waiting to get shot up by an enemy I 
usually couldn 't see, or worse, waiting for a 
friendly artillery round to cozy up in my 
foxhole with me. 

Another morning. It was the same as a 
hundred before it. And it meant another 
patrol. The idea, according to the CO, was 
to move down the hill , recon a river running 
through the area and try to come in on the 
flank of our elusive enemy - if he was still 

there. I drew point position and off we went. 
The platoon moved about 500 meters down 
the vine-choked slope to the river. A dimly 
lit trail crept up the opposite bank to dis
appear in darkness. It was an omen of things 
to come. 

The lieutenant signaled us to move out. 
He sent most of the platoon across in one 
batch . The stupid bastard didn ' t even have 
enough sense to send a small element over 
first to see if there was a welcome waiting 
for us. With a single forward rnotion of his 
hand, the lieutenant could have had us all 
wiped out. 

I crawled up on the bank of the river, my 
eyes piercing the gloom for signs of the 
enemy. We were lucky this time. Creeping 
through the towering trees like an army of 
tiny insects, we continued our pointless 
11dventure: But something didn 't fit. 

I stopped and tried to figure it. Out of the 
darkness, a shape materialized in front of 
me. In the bushes was a gigantic, misshapen 
disji . A Chinese claymore. It could wipe olit 
an entire platoon. My hand shot up: danger. 
Everyone hit the dirt, hoping the monster 
wasn't command-detonated. Everyone, that 
is, except our lieutenaI)t. 

IrriWed by the hpldup, he kept yelling at 
me to move out. If my buddies hadn' t been 
in danger, I'd have loved to see the Clay
more blow this clown to shreds. 

That claymore just stared back at us as if 
to say, " This is far as you go." I rolled 
down to the slick mud below the bank and 
passed the word down the line that we were 
facing a claymore. Everybody froze. Flank
ing the gigantic frag, I low-crawled around 
it to see if there were any goqks attached to 
the end of the wire leading away from it. 
Thank God there weren ' t or this patrol 
would have been cut short . 

Some of my buddies had followed me. 
We spread out, bracing our nerves against 
the gunfire everyone hoped would never 
come. But the squad leader settled the affair 
before we could find our answer. 

Dashing up to the claymore with a flair 
that would have made John Wayne proud, 
he yanked the wire and bowled it over. Time 
seemed to pause in mid-stride as we waited 
to see our sarge vaporized into tiny pieces of 
mangled flesh . It seemed like hours , but 
only a heartbeat later we realized nothing 
was going to happen. The danger had 
passed and everyone breathed easier. But 
our illustrious platoon leader quickl y 
changed the good luck that semed to be 
heading our way. 

He roared u·p the tra il ye lling for us to 
form up and move down the trail paralle l to 
the ri ver. We had moved only about I 00 
yards when mortar rounds started dropping 
in front of us. driving us back across the 
ri ver. 

Back on our side of the rive r. we took off 
toward the direction B Company was sup
posed to be. We had moved on ly a few 
hundred meters when heavy firing started 
up . Bravo had round Charlie again . 

The fi ghting sounded heavier than yester
day. The CO had been ta lking on the radio 
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and told us to move off. Bravo was getting 
hit hard. I took the point again, remember
ing all those stretchers carrying dead and 
wounded down that trail. It sounded as 
though it would be worse this time. 

The sound of M16s mixed with the dis
tinctive pop of AK-47s. Somewhere just out 
of sight were gooks and I stared at the jungle 
wishing I had another set of eyes . I could 
even smell the gooks now. They were out 
there - close. 

I passed the word back to the CO who 
crept up and asked why we had stopped. 
" You can smell the gooks," was my whis
pered reply . 
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"Maybe so , but we have to move on." 
A call on the PRC-25 held us up . The CO 

took the message, looked at his map, and 
talked to the lieutenant again. Tenseness 
and impatience mingled with the smell and 
the sounds of death filled the air again. 
Charlie had knocked our asses around 
enough - we wanted to do a little ass
kicking ourselves. 

Except for an occasional glance over my 
shoulder to see if the CO had given the word 
to move out, I kept my eyes pointed straight 
ahead. A movement caught my attention. 
The bushes parted and out stepped a 
genuine, 14-carat VC. 

He was walking across our front. He 
knew something was up but he hadn ' t seen 
us yet. Clad in green fatigues, a red beret 
and a yellow neck scarf, he stalked along the 
trail with an AK at his hip . It's funny how 
you can pick out little details in a matter of 
seconds . 

Some sixth sense stopped him. He turned 
and looked rightat me. No more than 12 feet 
separated us and we both had our rifles at the 

. hip. No time to aim - we just opened up, 
Charlie on auto and me on semi. I staggered 
back a step and caught my right foot on a 
tree root. I dropped to my knees and kept 
firing. 

Our private firefight was a slow-motion 
kaleidoscope of color. Charlie's green trac
ers cut the leaves and branches directly 
above my head while my red tracers 
smacked and sizzled into his body, impact
ing on his chest and stomach. He fell back, 
dropping to his knees , AK-47 pointing in 
the air. But my rounds were still ripping into 
him. I could see chunks of his face and head 
fly off in different directions . He finally 
dropped onto his back, his legs tucked up 
under him. Cramming a new magazine into 
my rifle , I moved up to check him out, 
scanning the underbrush to see if there were 
any more in the area. 

The rest of the platoon moved up on line 
and began spraying the area like maniacs. 
Bravo Company screamed over the radio 
that our rounds had them pinned down. Af
ter a few minutes, the CO got everyone to 
cease fire . Our fire may have caused Bravo 
Company a few tense moments but it also 

caused the gooks to unass the area. 
I popped a few more into the dead VC for 

luck, took his wallet and personal letters for 
S-2 and picked up his AK. We moved out 
with caution. A couple of minutes down the 
trail and we found ourselves in the middle of 
a VC supply depot. Tons of rice stacked in 
200-pound bags , outboard motors , soy 
sauce, sardines , other canned goods and 
cigarettes - notably a brand called "Ruby 
Queens' ' that are made in New Orleans. All 
the outboard motors and most of the rice 
bags had the USAID label on them. It's 
great knowing that while Uncle Sam was 
supplying us with food and equipment to 
kill gooks, he was also impartial enough to 
supply the enemy with similar sustenance. 
There were enough supplies here for a reg
iment. 

We found eight bodies in the area and a 
lot of blood trails and bandages . They may 
have shot the shit out of Bravo company but 
it was apparent that Bravo had hurt them 
too . The bodies were all formerly NVA 
regulars. 

That afternoon we had moved back into 
our perimeter. Dog-tired from lack of sleep 
and the strain of combat, I thought about the 
VC I h~d killed and wondered if he had a 
family or a girl back home. I thought about 
my home too. 

I wanted to write a letter to my family so I 
ate a quick meal and started writing before 
darkness made it impossible. 

"What day is it?" I directed my question 
at one of the Gls sitting against a tree cram
ming food into their mouths . 

' ' June 25th, ' ' came the mumbled reply. I 
stopped and stared at him a minute . 

" What's wrong?" 
"Today ' s my nineteenth birthday," 

stammered, a little bewildered. 
"Yeah? Happy fucking birthday, GI," 

came the chorus from under the tree. 
It was an auspicious occasion, but for all 

the wrong reasons . "Christ, I killed a man 
on my birthday and I came close to dying 
myself.'' 

The next day we were pulled out of the 
AO and the ARYN 5th Division moved up 
to secure the area. We slung all the captured 
supplies under Chinooks and headed back to 
Dau-Tieng. 

As our chopper skimmed the treetops, I 
wondered how many had died during this 
latest encounter. Later, I read that several 
mass graves with about 30 to 40 bodies in 
them were all that remained of the enemy 
we had closed with that day. That's the 
thing about 'Nam. We fought the battles but 
had to get the score from the Stars and 
Stripes. 

We were on our way home. A few days· 
rest and it would be back out into the bush . I 
thought about thi s war and its warriors. 
They say you are not a warrior until you 
bloody your spear. That day in the bush l 
bloodied mine fo r the first ti me - on my 
birthday. 

It wasn't the las t time. And it never got 
any easier. ~ 
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RAMBO 

Continued from page 57 

man 's plan involves rigging Rambo with 
gear-bag and parachute at a CIA base in 
Thailand, loading him aboard a Lear
type jet and then asking him to bail out at 
"250 feet" to begin his missiori. 

That glaring error is easily glossed 
over in the ensuing action. Rambo's 
short static line snags on exit and he 
spends some precarious moments 
slamming into the aircraft fuselage be
fore he unsheathes the Lile blade and 
cuts his equipment away. There goes 
his MP5 SMG and the camera he's sup
posed to use to obtain pictures of Amer
ican POWs. With the heavy gear bag 
gone , Rambo 's in somewhat better 
shape and manages to cut himself away 
from the aircraft. We see a quick canopy 
deployment and hope to hell the CIA 
pilots have had enough sense to gain 
some altitude. 

Given the unforeseen accident and 
his obviously off-target insertion, Ram
bo and Co Bao team up and hitch a ride 
with some Vietnamese river pirates to 
reach the target area. It gives Rambo an 
opportunity to use a nicely constructed 
RPG-7 replica to blow away a maraud
ing NVA patrol boat. He handles the 
weapon nicely, keeping his head down 
and holding through the launch. The 
RPG and several other weapons in the 
fi lm are a genu ine credit to the special
effects crew whose feet Stallone kept to 
the fire throughout the production. · 

"The special-effects people were 
absolutely phenomenal ," commented 
Maffatone, who did much of the back
ground weapons and equipment re
search for Rambo. "These guys can 
take a picture of something and repro
duce it down to the last nut and bolt. " 

That's most obvious in the scenes 
which involve a Soviet Mi-24 Hind attack 
helicopter which is launched to shoot 
do~m Rambo during his efforts to 
escape in a stolen American Huey. Ear
lier dialogue indicates Rambo is also a 

-qualified pilot which covers the enlisted 
aviator glitch. Special effects crews 
modified a French Aerospatiale Puma 
into one of the most frightening Hind 
mock-ups to loom like a deadly dragon
fly in modern movies. 

Except for the conspicuous absence 
of the standard, forward-firing HMG or 
cannon in the nose of the predator, 
you 'd have to visit Kabul , Moscow or 
Managua to see a more convincing 
Hind. Fortunately for movie-goers who 
understand the aircraft's virtual invu lner
ability to most ground fire , Sta llone 
doesn 't require Rambo to blow this be
hemoth out of the sky with small arms. 
What he chooses to ice the helo with, 
and the way he suckers the greedy pilot 
into a vulnerable position are lessons for 
U.S. helicopter crews who may find 
themselves sharing air space with the 
deadly Soviet Hind. 

The RPG and several other 
weapons in the film are a 

genuine credit to the 
special-effects crew whose 

feet Stallone kept to the 
fire throughout the 

production. 

One of the most interesting aspects of 
Rambo - aside from the strong moral 
and political statement about the war 
and veterans - is the presence of Rus
sian advisers in Vietnam . Everyone 
knows they have been crawling all over 
that country since Saigon fell, but few 
filmmakers have dared to demonstrate 
the validity of this aspect of the Domino 
Theory. 

When Rambo is betrayed by the CIA 
(and metaphorically, the U.S. govern
ment which would real ly mther the ques
tion of American POWs and MIAs simply 
disappear) and captured , we are con
fronted by another Hollywood compro
mise . He is forced to drop the AK-47 he's 
been carrying and surrender to the NVA. 

******************************************************** 
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When the weapon hits the mud in a 
dramatic cut-shot, the selector lever is in 
the full up or safety position . That 's a 
little disturbing since Rambo has just 
used it to empty a full magazine of ball 
ammo at his pursuers. But not to fret. 

Before you can scratch your head 
over th e safetied AK , the Russians 
appear on the scene and restore your 
faith in Stallone's attempts at technical 
accuracy. I wou ld presume they are 
meant to be a field-expedient mixture of 
Spetsnaz , Soviet Airborne and Naval In
fantry troops. Since no one in the West 
has any real idea of how Soviet Special 
Forces might dress for field operations 
or advisory duty in a foreign country, 
they come off acceptably. All that 's 
necessary is the presumption that un
orthodox Russian special troops might 
wear what they damn well please out
side duty in the Soviet Union. Certainly 
our own elite units made similar uniform 
modifications during service in Vietnam. 

The Russians' berets are right for Na
val Infantry but the badges are airborne. 
They are wearing an interesting if not 
totally accurate version of an airborne 
smock and the patches and shoulder 
boards are nearly correct - at least 
according to what we know about thi s 
obscure outfit. That's not much at all. 
Maffatone explained their appearance. 

"Basically, I gave them all the info I 
could find on Spetsnaz. I got it from Sol
dier of Fortune Magazine, as a matter of 
fact. We mixed Soviet Naval Infantry 
and airborne-uniform parts to make 
them look more realistic. Sly wanted to 
portray them as the most elite troops the 
Russians might have on duty in Viet- . 
nam. There was something about the 
Naval Infantry uniform that he didn't 
think was quite right and there was 
something about the airborne uniform 
that didn 't quite work. So , we just 
melded the two. " 

Since Spetsnaz troops can be drafted 
from either unit, I'd be willing to bet the 
Russian Special Forces guys currently 
coddling their North Vietnamese cronies 
in and around Ho Chi Minh City look a lot 
like the Soviet super-soldiers in Stal
lone's film . As so many of us used to say 
in The Nam: " It don't mean nothin'." 

They are certainly no match for Ram
bo. And Hollywood - despite a plethora 
of recent POW rescue flicks - has yet to 
match Rambo: First Blood, Part II for a 
fitting tribute to the service and sacrifice 
of America's Vietnam Veterans. It's all 
summed up early in the movie when 
Colonel Trautman gets the Green Beret 
veteran 's cooperation for the mission 
that will return him to Vietnam , where 
Rambo says he died many years ago. 
Trautman asks if there are any ques
tions as he turns to leave. 

"Just one, sir ," says Rambo with 
genuine pain in his gravelly voice . "Do 
we get to win this time?" 

We do.~ 
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OTTO SKORZENY 
Continued from page 69 

to England in search of peace flashed through 
Skorze ny's mind. Hitl er interrupted those 
thoughts with a hand on his fellow Austrian's 
shoulder: " You will succeed." 

Final preparations coming down to the dead- ' 
line. The day before the attack was scheduled. the 
team moved in for a closer look at the Villa 
Weber. The Germans needed a good look at the 
ground floor so Skorzeny and Warger bundled 
some dirty laundry to a laundress' cottage on a 
hill side high above the Vill a. Once there . Skor
zeny asked to go to the toilet only to be told there 
was no inside plu mbing. Right on cue. Warger 
suggested a rockslide 50 yards further up the hill. 
to which Skorzeny immediately repaired , drop
ping his trousers fo r rea li sm and crouching down 
among the rocks. From this vantage point. he 
could see 20 guards around the terrace - but no 
Duce. 

Back closer to the Villa . Warger got into an 
argument with a guard. insisting that he' d heard 
from a doctor who'd seen Mussolini die. 

"Dead? Of course, Mussolini is not dead. 
Why. l saw him myse lf this morning. I :vas one of 
hi s escort clown to that white ambulance seaplane 
which took him off the island . .. 

Skorzeny was stunned. The Red Cross plane 
that had been anchored in the harbor off the coast 
fo r the past eight clays was gone - and so was 
Benito Mussolini . 

The trail was cold once aga in. but luck was on 
the side of the Germans. Kappler' s intelligence 
unit intercepted a secret message to Rome ' s 
Ministry of the Interi or from Italian Police Gener
al Guiseppe Cueli which stated . " Security mea
sures around Gran Sasso comp leted ... Once 
again. Skorzeny was elated since he already knew 
that Gen. C11eli was t~e officer responsible for the 
Duce 's safely. 

The trail was hot aga in but information about 
the Gran Sa ·so region itse lf was scanty. Kappler 
sent hi s men lookin g for touri st maps and 
brochu res al Roman travel agencies but , strange
ly enough. all such literature had just recently 
disappeared. 

Skorzeny locat d a German who'd visited the 
Gran Sasso in 1938 and fro m him he first learned 
of the Hotel Campo Imperatore and \t s cable 
tramway . Skorzeny reasoned that this must be 
Mussoli ni's new prison. His men discovered that 
all the roads leading through the pine forests up 
the 10. 000-foot- hig h mountain range we re 
blockerl by troops and that a full reg iment was on 
the Gran Sasso it self'. 

As al La M:iddale0a harbor , Skorzeny dec ided 
on an aerial reconnaissance miss ion. his three 
broken ribs noiwithstanding. On 8 September 
1943 - lhe very day that the Badog lio govern
ment announced lta ly" s surrender to the Allies 
Skorzeny and Radl fl ew over the Hotel in another 
Hc- l l l outlined with an automatic camera . Ii 
i•tm mecl. 
· As Rael / laughed uproa ri ously. he held Skor-
7Cny's fee l as the latter hung out the rear gunner' s 
wrrel , head fir t , in the freezing air wi th a hancl
held Leica c;;mera. Skorzeny got even. though. 
On the second ru [l over the Gran Sasso . he in
sisted on a role reversal. 

Comedy aside. they got their photographs 
which revealed the mas ·ive . square . blockhouse
li ke Hotel on a spur of the mountain nex t lo a 
tr iang le or ground. the upper cable-car station. 
On the retu rn 1ri p they had to dodge American 
bombers allacking Frascati. ;Ind by skimming the 
treetops , la11ded to find their own quarters in 
fl ames . 
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Skorzeny had learned the hard way of Italy's 
surrender and that night the All ies landed at Saler
no. Now. although the mask could fin ally be 
dropped with their Ita li an " all y.·· the element or 
time in locating and rescuing Mussolini was even 
more crucial than ever befo re . 

Earlier. in Rome, Kappler and Rad! had con
fronted Carabinieri General Ferdinando Soleti 
and point-blank challenged him about the Duce's 
imprisonment on the Gran Sasso. (Was Kappler 
trying to blow the operation? We don ' t kriow .) 
Sheepishl y, Soleti admitted that it was true. Now. 
as Skorzeny made plans for the assault . Raql was 
scheming to bring the uni fo rmed Gen. Soleti to 
the Gran Sasso with them on their mission . 

The developed smudgy photographs taken 
frum 4.000 feet over the Hotel revealed a rugged. 
near-lunar landscape with an oblong patch - a 
stretch of tarmac·1 - that was the onl y available 
landing spot near the Campo Imperatore . 

Due to the rugged terrain . the numbers of Ital
ian troops fac ing the rn and the lust element of 
surprise engendered by the very nature of such an 
attack. a ground assault was out of the question. 
Hitler's original concept of parachut ists taking 
the Duce out was also ruled impractical because 
of the rarefied air which would necess itate spe
cialized equipment they didn't have and couldn ' t 
gel in time. 

This left onl y one means of immediate access 
for a surprise anack left to Skorzeny: a glider
borne assault . As he looked at the recon pictures 
under a magnifying glass . he turned to Rad l. 
" Look at thi s meadow behind th~ hotel. Perhaps 
we co.uld land gliders in it. .. Both Rael ! and Stu
dent po inted out the numerous rocks and ditches 
that would hamper such a perilous- may be even 
suicidal - landing scheme. Student 's technica l 
expert s forecast 80-percent casualties . but Skor
zeny plunged ahead. 

Student's technical 
experts forecast 

SO-percent casualties, 
but Skorzeny 

plunged ahead. 

Lu ftwa ffe Lieutenant Otto Berlepsch com
manded the operation 's 75 paratroopers from the 
I st German Parachute Division. Gen . Student' s 
inte lligence officer - Hauptmann (Captain) 
Gerhard Langguth - would fly in the navigator' s 
cockpit of the fi rst towing plane since, apart from 
Rad I and Skorzeny , he wµs l~e only man on the 
mission who had actuall y seen the hotel from the 
air. Skorz~ny's Waffen SS troops - in Luftwaffe 
officers· uniforms - would be in gliders three 
and four. The t a~k of the men in the first four 
gliders would be to capture the hotel, di sarm the 
garrison and free the Duce- hopefully ali ve and 
unharmed . 

At the same time. Luftwaffe paratroopers 
under the command of Major Otto-Harald ·Mars 
would capture the lower valley cable-car station . 
Nu shots would be fired by anyone unless a red 
signal flare was given and it was hoped that the 
intervention of Gen. Soleti - traveling in Skor
zeny's glider - would fo restall major military 
action. 

The plan aimed for a minimum of force to be 
used and with everything finali zed , Skorzeny 
called his men together on the night before the 
mission for a briefing . 

" Honestl y, the experts don ' t give much forour 

chances . They ex pect us to lose most of our 
strength even before the fi ghting starts. I hope it 
won't be as bad as all that. but our losses are 
bound to be high . No one is ordered to take part. 
Anybody who wants to think twice about coming 
with us or has a family to worry about can drop 
out now. He will have nothing to fear. His refu sal 
will not be known out side our ranks nor put into 
any record. and we shall respect him no less . ·· 

He paused. " I shall lead the operation myse lf. 
and I can promise you I'll du my best. If we all 
stick toge ther. then it must and will succeed . .. he 
sa id . echoing Adolf Hitler. "Volunteers. one 
step forward ... 

As Skorzeny noted pro udly in hi s memoirs 
later. · · 11 was a re'ai joy to see that not one or the 
men stayed behind ... Later that night. he told hi s 
offi cers. " There are some things you can't work 
out with a slide rule. That 's just where our expe rt s 
may be wrong- and the Italians. too . The safe r 
the enemy feels. the better our chances of catch
ing them unawares. Well . we' ll soon know. ·· 

That night. the Italians broadcast that Mussoli
ni had been handed over to the Allies. but Skur
zeny reasoned t~at thi s announce ment was noth 
ing more than a di ve rsion. The miss ion proceeded 
as planned. 

The total of 108 assault troops were scheduled 
to land on the Gran Sasso at 0700 hours. Sunday. 
12 September 1943. That famow; day in com
mando annals dawned with large banks of white 
clouds in the windless sky. But things we ren' t as 
smooth as the weather. The DFS 230 gliders 
didn ' t arrive from southern France until 1230 and 
the cover of darkness was lost al the outset. 

Ever fl ex ible. Skorzeny reasoned that the de lay 
might ac tually help them. since the Itali ans might 
expect a dawn anac~. but never one after thei r 
heavy lunches. On the other hand. the warm air of 
the afternoon currents might throw the gliders off 
course like so many paper dart s. and send them 
crashing into the mountainsides surrounding the 
Hotel. 

The 12 planes and their towed gliders were 
ready for take-off. Ten men in the fi rs t two gliders 
would cover the number-th ree glide r (w ith Skur
zeny. Sole1i and Warger aboard ) and number fo ur 
(carrying Radl ). Just as they were preparing to 
go . the air-raid sirens wailed and they all ran 10 
the shelters as Allied bombers anacked the Prat i
ca di Mare airfield . Miraculously. none of the 24 
aircraft we re hit. The mi ss ion resumed. 

The DFS 230. Germany' s standard wart ime 
glider. ca rried a crew of two plus eight passen
gers. Its tow ing speed was 130 miles per hour . it 
had a 72-foot wingspan . was 37 feet long and 
could carry a total or 4.600 pounds when fu ll y 
loaded. A special model - DFS 230C- l - had 
been built fo r the Gran Sasso miss ion. wi th an 
ex tra door be fore the wing struts. and three nose
conlained braking rockets. 

Just before takeoff. Gen. Soleti. finally told or 
the miss ion. balked. and in despair. threatened 
suicide before being di sarmed. ~korze n y entered 
his glider and pulled the un willing general in afte r 
him into the front seat between his own knees . a 
pistol held to Soleti' s back. 

The force was airborne and on it s way to either 
death or glory - or may be both - at 1330. as 
still another flight of Allied bombers attacked the 
runway. 

During all thi s. the Duce rested in hi s low
ceilingecl . one-room apartment - Room 201 -
on the second fl oor of the Gran Sasso. On 8 
September he' d met a shepherd named Alfonso 
Nisi who read the Duce 's fortune in a pack of 
cards: " You are due to be rescued in rather 
romantic circumst;rnces . .. To this . Mussolin i 
raged. " You and your damned fal se prophecies. 
You're trying to make a fool of me ... Dejected. 
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he' d already tried to commit suicide once with a 
razor, which led to a special vi sit on the very day 
of the rescue by the hotel's commandant. Gen . 
Cueli . 

As Skorzeny's fo rce approached . the warm ai r 
currents buffeted the aircraft and the heavy clouds 
made vis ibility difficult for the glider pilots . the 
only men who could see out of the aircraft. The 
gl iders were flimsy: thin fabric stretched over 
stee l tubes. with small window' running along 
the fuselage sides. As the tow planes jerked them 
down the tun way. the men felt little confidence in 
their craft. In Skorzeny ' s glider . many turned 
green with airsickness -especiall y Gen . Soleti . 

Halfway to the Gran -Sasso. Skorzeny's glider 
entered a huge cloud and. upon emerging. di s
covered that the leading two tow planes were 
missing. He later learned that they' d failed to 
dodge the a irfie ld· s new bomb craters. Now 
Skorzeny would have no covering force for his 
own landing and planned dash into the hote l to 
free the Duce . Worse still. he'd lost the mission ' s 
navigator. 

Skorzeny took out hi s kni fe and slit a window 
to see where they were heading: the co ld air felt 
good. and Gen. Soleti ' s co loring improved . After 
a few minutes . he located the valley of the 
Aqui la , and returned the glider to its course for 
the Hote l. Looking clown. he could also see Ma
jor Mars· paratroopers moving in on the cable 
tramway station in the va lley . right on time. 

Five minutes later. Skorzeny got hi s first clear 
look at the meadow .. landing strip ... Shocked . he 
discovered that, just as Rad! and Student had 
feared . it was extremely rocky and uneven - and 
not remotely su itable for glider land ings. The 
glider pi lot. Lieutenant Meyer. signalled that it 
wasn 't safe , but Skorzeny ordered · ' Re lease the 
tow line!" The pilot' s face went white and Skor
zeny bellowed the order a second time ... Dive! 
Crash-land as near to the hotel as you can ... 

Actually . Skorzeny was disobeying Student's 
own order to glide to safety in the valley unless a 
smooth landing could be made . The tow plane 
returned to Pratica di Mare as the glider itse lf lost 
al titude , rocking vio lentl y from the lofty air cur
rents and headed in among large rocks and haz
ardous terrain. Skorzeny saw a large boulder just 
ahead and screamed. " Release the parachute . .. 

Located at the rear o f the glider. the parachute 
acted as a brake once the craft was on the ground . 
but Skorzeny's was still airborne. His prompt 
order lifted the ta il. lowered the nose and brought 
the gliderto a halt just a few feet before a boulder 
that might've killed them all . The wood had 
broken . the steel tubes snapped and the canvas 
ripped but they were on the Gran Sasso and alive 
- and only 15 yards away from the Hotel. 

After his restoration to power , Mussolini 
would publish a book entitled Storia di un A nno 
(The Story of a Year), in which he stated "My 
escape from the Gran Sasso appears even today as 
the boldest. the most romantic of all , and at the 
same time the most modem in method and style ." 
At 1400 , however. the Duce was sitting by an 
open window on the second floor of the Hotel. 
arms fo lded across his chest, enjoying the bright 
afternoon sunshine, when suddenly to hi s stunned 
dismay, he saw Skorzeny ' s glider drop literally 
out of the sky and plummet to earth just below 
him. Men in khaki uniforms piled out and began 
setting up a machine gun as other g liders began 
landing. 

The alarm sounded and the Duce watched as 
excited Carabinieri and Italian Army soldiers 
rushed from their barracks to meet this totally 
unexpected threat from the heavenS'. With a pres
ence of mind that served the enterprise well , 
Mussolini yelled out, " What are you doing? 
Don't you see? There 's an Italian general. Don' t 
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shoot ! Everything is all right. Don 't shed blood ." 
Rad! had been right to include Gen. Soleti in the 
mission complement. 

Skorzeny ' s glider had . in fact , landed on the 
mountain ' s main ski run . One of his men, armed 
with a submachine gun , jumped out ahead of him 
as Skorzeny fe ll out on the ground . Jumping up. 
Skorzeny and Gen . Soleti raced toward the Cam
po Imperatore. as the giant SS commando yelled. 
"Don' t fire until I fire. " 

Like Mussolini, the frightened Soleti - who 
was known to the Italian troops they now 
approached - also screamed not to shoot. Inside 
the hotel , Inspector Gen. Cueli was lying naked 
in bed taking his afternoon siesta as a stunned 
Carabinieri captain, Albert Faiola, rushed in to 
report the German assault. He'd seen Gen. Soleti 
and had ordered his men not to fire, but their 
previous orders from HQ in Rome had been to 
execute Mussolini. 

What should they do? he asked, bewildered. 
Just as Skorzeny had gambled . chaos reigned on 
the Italian side at thi s critical moment on the Gran 
Sasso . Cue li answered, "Give up without hesita- , 
tion. ' ' and the two officers hung from third-story 
windows shouting " Don' t shoot' Don ' t shoot!" 
They had no idea how few Germans actuall y 
opposed them . 

Rushing toward the hotel 's entrance Otto Skor
zeny was obli vious to all of thi s. An Italian .sentry 
stood open-mouthed and rooted to the spot as 
Skorzeny rushed past him into the hotel. Inside 
the doorway he saw a soldier tapping a transmitter 
and quickly kicked out the chair from under the 
man and smashed the radio with hi s heavy sub
machine gun . With his n1en pounding behind 
him , Skorzeny rounded a corner to a 10-foot-high 
terrace. Commando Corporal Himmel bent over. 
Skorzeny stepped up onto his back and scaled the 
terrace. 

The wood had broken, 
the steel tubes snapped 
and the canvas ripped 
but they were on the 

Gran Sasso and alive -
and only 15 yards away 

from the Hotel. 

Looking up , Skorzeny at last saw the famous 
bald head of the man he 'd last seen nine years 
before atop hi s balcony on the Palazzo Venezia in 
Rome; the man he'd sworn to either rescue or die 
trying in the attempt - Benito Mussolini. Amid 
the pandemonium.of troops rushing about on both 
sides, Skorzeny yelled to Mussolini in German 
(which he knew the Duce also spoke), "Get back 
- away from the window'" Mussolini obeyed 
the German who had appeared out of nowhere. 

Skorzeny and his men rushed through the main 
entrance of the building, booting emplaced 
machine guns out of the way as they passed by the 
amazed Italian soldiers. In the lobby , Skorzeny 
barged through another gang of soldiers and ran 
up a short flight of steps. He rounded a comer and 
flung open the first door that he came to - Room 
201. Inside were three Italians in the center of the 
room: Mussolini fl anked by the terrified Gen. 
Cueli and Capt. Faiola . 

Lieutenant Otto Schwerdt came in behind 
Skorzeny, and two of their men appeared at the 
window, having scaled the li ghtning rod on the 
face of the building. Cueli and Faiola were re
moved quickly , and Lt. Schwerdt was assigned 

by Skorzeny to be Mussolini's immediate Ger-
man bodyguard . · 

Looking out the window , Skorzeny spotted 
Rad! and yelled . "We 've got him here. All well 
so far. You look after the ground floor for me. " 

By thi s time , four more gliders had crash
landed, but no one l!merged from the wreckage of 
the fourth. This meant that Skorzeny now had 50 
men to hold the Hotel against an expected coun
terattack. He decided. as so often, on boldness 
once again. and yelled out the door in fau lty 
Italian. · ' I want the commander. He must come at 
once." When a Colonel arrived. Skorzeny said, 
in French , .. I ask for your immediate surrender. 
Mussolini is already in our hands. We hold the 
building. If you want to avert senseless blood
shed , you have 60 seconds to go and reflec t. " 

The Colonel returned with a goblet of red wine 
and presented it to Skorzeny with the noble 
words, " To a gallant victor," and bowed from 
the waist. Skorzeny . relieved . thanked him. and 
downed the wine . A white sheet was flung out the 
window to announce the surrender, and both the 
victorious Germans and the just-defeated Italians 
began chanting in unison the cry. "Du-ce! Du-ce! 
Du-ce !" 

Hitle r 's audac ious gamble had succeeded 
beyond Skorzeny's wildest imagination. And it 
had all happened in just under four minutes from 
the time of the first land ing. Not a single shot had 
been fired on either side, no one had been wound
ed and only ,I 0 men lightly injured in the glider 
crash. 

With everything under control. Skorzeny 
turned to the man he 'd come so far to liberate . 
"Duce, I have been sent by the Fiihrer to set you 
free. · ' Not to be outdone for posterity , Mussolini 
responded . " l knew my friend Adolf H.itler 
wou ld not abandon me. I embrace my liberator. " 
Skorzeny received a bear hug and a kiss on the 
cheek. 

He was hardly the vigorous dictator of 
thousands of pre-war newsreels. Wearing a blue 
suit much too large for him . he looked older than 
his 60 years: tired, unshaven. with gray hairs 
sprouting from his bald head . Emaciated and 
ravaged by stomach illness . hi s one hope . he told 
his German liberators. was to retire quietly to his 
home in the country . "My political career is 
finished. I am already dead and buried ... 

Now. Skorzeny turned to the urgent task of 
getting the Duce off the Gran Sasso to safety. Yon 
Yerlepsch called Maj . Mars at the valley cable
car station at 14 17 hours to announce "Mission 
fulfilled. The Duce is alive." By 1500. the Ger
mans were evacuating their troops by the cable 
car- four men ata time, with one ita li an hostage 
as insurance. While this worked for the soldiers. 
Skorzeny had no intention of ~ak i ng the Duce 
down in this manner and then moving him by road 
through over I 00 miles of hostil e territory . 

Here began the most hair-raising part of the 
miss ion. In hi s initial planning , Skorzeny had 
designed three separate options for the removal of 
Mussolini from the Gran Sasso. The first in
volved a land trip to the Aquila of Abruzzi airport 
and a fli ght out from there . The second was fo r a 
small aircraft to land near the lower cable-car 

·station in the valley. and the third - the most 
dangerous option - was fo r a small plane to land 
on the Gran Sasso and fl y out from the Hote l 
Campo Imperatore . 

Up until the rescue, Skorzeny had ruled out the 
final idea because of the danger inherent in both 
landing and take-off from the mountain peak. but 
now he reconsidered it. His radio communica
tions to Rome were gone - he couldn't ask Gen. 
Student to send the three planned Ju-52 transport 
planes to Aquila. The second plan was abandoned 
··hen the pilot of the Fiesel er 156 Storch spotting 
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plane damaged one of its wheels while landing in 
the valley down below . 

As the evacuation moved into full swing. Skor
zeny received reports that Italian reinforcements 
were being rushed to the area so he reluctantly 
adopted plan number three . He motioned for 
Capt. Gerlach- his pilot from the Wolf's Lair to 
Italy - to land his tiny Storch. It had been cir
cling overhead since the mission began . An ex
cellent pilot. Gerlach landed among the boulders . 
rocks and crashed German gliders without a 
hitch. 

German combat photographers- thoughtfully 
included on the mission - recorded the aftermath 
for the world's newspapers and history books as 
Skorzeny, Mussolini. Soleti and Rad! (carrying 
the Duce's luggage) approached the flim sy 
Storch aircraft. Its flying range was 240 miles, 
and the craft could carry 2,900 pounds when fully 
loaded. Takeoff would be far from certain. 

The Germans, the Italians and even Mussolini 
pitched in to remove the boulders from Gerlach 's 
proposed takeoff runway. but the Duce- a pilot 
himself with over 17 .000 flying hours - wasn ' t 
at all enthused at his prospects for escape . He
later told a Swiss journalist that the takeoff was 
"a moment of real terror for me ," but as Skor
zeny urged him aboard with Gerlach. he merely 
shrugged. Even more dangerous. however , was 
Skorzeny's insistence on flying with them. 

Gerlach balked. At this height with their com
bined weight and the risky takeoff on a 200-yard. 
downhill runway, they might all be killed in a 
crash, he argued. Skorzeny countered, .. You· re 
going alone by air. How much flying time have 
you got? Suppose something happens on the way 
and you're killed. If so, he' s alone in a desert, and 
if he 's lost and I fail in my duty to the Fiihrer. I 
have to put a pistol to my head!" 

At last, Gerlach relented, and grainy newsreel 
footage captured the moment forever. The hel
meted Gerlach at the controls in front , a nervous 
Duce in the passenger seat behind him . and the 
hulking Skorzeny crouched double at the waist 
behind Mussolini. For the second time within two 
hours Skorzeny was embarking on a hazardous 
flight with a nervous Italian between his knees 
first a general. now a dictator. 

As the assem bled troops cheered and the 
photographer snapped away. the plane jerked for
ward and roared down the meadow at 100 mph. 
Standing by Mussolini's suitcase, Rad! watched 
them go - then fainted dead away on top of the 
luggage. The Stork bounced down the hillside . 
hit a rock with its right wheel and lurched out of 
sight over the edge of the sheer cliff face into a 
yawning abyss - a 3.000-foot drop straight 
down . 

Skorzeny screamed in terror and the white
faced Duce sat si lent as they watched the ground 
come closer and closer as they dived toward 
death. Gerlach pushed the control stick forward, 
picked up speed and pulled the plane out of its 
deadly dive - a mere 100 feet above the valley 
floor. 

The tension eased as Mussolini began a run
ning, non-stop, tourist-style commentary from 
the air . "That's L'Aquila . I addressed a huge 
crowd there 20 years ago 1 • • • " 

At I 730 they touched down at Pratica di Mare 
with the oil-feed leaking and a starboard strut 
destroyed. Mussolini gave Gerlach a heartfelt 
handshake, "Thank you for my life! " 

A tri-motor Heinke! waited to take them to 
Vienna where they arrived late that night at 
Aspem airfield. On the way, Mussolini , the Man 
of Destiny, regaled an exhausted Skorzeny with 
tales of his overthrow and imprisonment. Skor
zeny politely listened . 

In Vienna, toward midnight, they were driven 
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to the sumptuous Imperial Hotel - unshaven, 
unkempt , with no luggage - where the hotel staff 
watched them with amused contempt. 

A weary Mussolini went straight to bed, but 
not before Skorzeny offered him a pair of pa
jamas, which the Duce rejected. "I never wear 
anything at night and I would advise you to do the 
same , Captain Skorzeny." he said, grinning, 
"especially if you sleep with a woman ." 

Himmler called Skorzeny's room to congratu
late him . Germany 's newest hero contemptuous
ly lit up a cigarette on the other end of the line . 
When Himmler hung up , Skorzeny called his 
wife. The call was interrupted by the entrance of , 
an SS Colonel who took off hi s own glittering 
Ritterkreuz (Knight ' s Cross) and hung it around 
Skorzeny's neck - the first time that high deco
ration had ever been awarded the day it was 
earned . 

"Orders of the Fiihrer," the Colonel empha
sized , clicking his heels and bowing . 

Skorzeny's wife arrived but they were again 
interrupted by the excited hotel switchboard . 
Adolf Hitler himself was calling from the Wolf's 
Lair, with news of an instant promotion to Major. 

. an SS Colonel . 
took off his own 

glittering Ritterkreuz 
(Knight's Cross) and 

hung it around 
Skorzeny's neck - the 

first time that high 
decoration had ever been 
awarded the day it was 

earned. 

" Sturmbannfiihrer Skorzeny , you are a man 
after my own heart . You have gained the day and 
crowned our mission with success. You have 
performed a feat which will become part of his
tory . YourFiihrerthanks you . You have given me 
back my old friend . Mussolini . You have been 
away from your wife too long. Skorzeny . It is not 
good for a man to be away from his wife 's bed 
that length of time . Go home and enjoy yourself 
and make your wife happy ." 

Goering and Keitel took the phone next to 
congratulate him while Radio Vienna spread the 
news all over Europe. In a diary published after 
the war, Nazi Propaganda Minister Josef Goeb
bels summed Germany's elation. " The liberation 

of the Duce has caused a great sensation at home 
and abroad ... Even upon the enemy , the effect 
of this melodramatic deliverance is enormous. 
Friend and foe alike are full of admiration .. . 
There has hardly been a military event during the 
entire war that has so deeply stirred the emo
tions ... We are able to celebrate a first-class 
moral victory ." 

The two dictators were reunited at Rastenburg 
on the 14th, two days after the now-celebrated 
rescue. Hitler welcomed his o ld frie nd warmly in 
front of the cameras. and privately rebuffed Mus
solini's stated desi re to retire. Instead of letting 
him retire. Hitler sent Mussolini back to Italy on 
the 23rd to head a Fascist Republican regime in 
the northern part of Italy under Nazi protection. 
Germans occupied the rest of rhe country. dis
armed the Italians and tenacious! y foug ht the 
Allies yard by yard from behind both the Gustav 
and Gothic Lines until the very end of the war 
almost two years later. 

Even though the Badoglio government de
clared war on Germany on 13 October, for all 
practical purposes Italy stayed under German 
domination and Hitler's own regime in the Reich. 
stayed in power secure from its own internal 
critics already plotting against him. Skorzeny had 
done his job well on the Gran Sasso. 

Viewed against Germany's darkening fortunes 
in the East , Skorzeny's feat gave hope to Ger
many and her remaining allies when they dearly 
needed it. It also restored Hitler's sagging pres
tige with those same allies. Ovemighr. Skorleny 
becanie the most famous German war hero since 
Erwin Rommel. 

British Prime Minister Churchill said of the 
Duce mission, " The stroke was one of great 
daring ... It certainly shows there are many pos
sibilities of this kind in modem war." The British 
took their cue and pulled a simi lar raid on Crete in 
1944 to kidnap German general Heinrich Kreipe . 

Skorzeny himself became a soc ial lion , dining 
with Hitler, Ribbentrop, Goebbels and the myste
rious Nazi Party Secretary to the Fiihrer. Martin 
Bormann. As he 'd done earlier with Rommel. 
Goebbels staged a special Nazi Party rally in 
Berlin's Sports Palace on 3 October 1943 to hon
or the new ~aj. Skorzeny. The new hero pinned 
medals on the others who took part in the opera
tion while he himself received' from Mussolini a 
gold watch with the capital letter "M" and the 
date 12/9/43 inscribed on the back. Skorzeny also 
received the coveted Order of the Hundred Mus
keteers and Goering presented him with the Luft
waffe Medal in Gold. 

Otto Skorzeny was the toast of the Reich, Nazi
occupied Europe and the world at large - but 
who was thi s instant celebrity, a man virtually 
unknown before 12 September. 1943? ~ 

------:vIDEOTAPES • VHS AND BETA==::=::=::=::=_, 
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graphics, music and complete narration . The tapes are classics that will be viewed and enjoyed for years. 
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DE-BRIEF 
Continued from page 2 

calf did not cop out or seek a lower
ranking scapegoat. He admitted re
sponsibility for bringing the weapons 
into the country. There had <;learly 
been no attempt to smuggl~ any
thing or deceive anyone. Obviously 
irked by the waves his war-trophy 
situation was causing, the Admiral 
claimed he was ignorant of the perti
nent regulations governing combat 
souvenirs brought back into the U.S. 

l,'hat strains credibility right off 
the fantail and over the side. Like 
virtually all our senior military 
commanders these days, Admiral 
Metcalf served in Vietnam where 
the war-trophy regulations wer~ 
modified to cover standard Com
Bloc weaponry and drilled - loudly 
and at length - into everyone who 
managed to rotate out of Asia in a 
vertical position. Further, a three
star combat commander has a mas
sive staff dedicated to supporting 
the boss and keeping him informed 
and out of trouble. Surely the 
Admiral's Staff Judge Advocate -
or at least the Chief Master-At
Arms aboard his command ship -
would be loyal enough to mention 
that the CO might be heading for 
dangerous waters by attempting to 
bring AKs into the country. I've 
lived aboard enough 'gator ships 
and served on enough amphibious 
command staffs to realize the 
situation was unlikely to be any 
great secret. 

Despite all that and the prece
dent of the men who got hammered 
for violating war-trophy regula
tions, Admiral Metcalfs seniors up 
to the Secretary of the Navy de
cided to limit their reaction to a 
paltry " letter of caution." That's 
not likely to hurt the Admiral's 
chances of becoming Chief of Nav
al Operations some day. What it 
does damage is faith in our system 
and sense of military justice. Disre
garding the obvious culprits who 
stole or smuggled illegal weapons 
for resale or worse purposes, is it 
just to lower the boom on men who 
obviously laid their lives on the line 
in Grenada while the operational 
commander who sat out the 
heaviest fighting aboard ship goes 
away relatively unscathed? 

Guilt or innocence in terms of 
intent is not the issue in this case. 
No one I know of ever escaped a 
court-martial because he didn't 
mean to violate the regulations. 
Ignorance is simply no excuse, 
which is why our hosts at various 
Receiving Barracks spent so much 
time drumming the provisions of 
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the UCMJ into our heads. The Pen
tagon has announced the indepen
dent Department of Defense In
spector General will look into the 
handling of the affair but the Navy 
adamantly maintains the case is 
closed. Their view'is not shared by a 
large number of veterans if the mail 
that has been crossing my desk is 
any indicator. 

In fairness I should note that 
most writers have complained as 
loudly about the existing war
trophy regulations as they have 
about the apparent inequities in the 
Admiral Metcalf case. They want to 
know why Americans who volun
teer, fight and bleed for their coun
try aren't allowed the privilege of 
capturing and keeping the enemy's 
arms as souvenirs and symbols of 
their sacrifice. They want to know 
why standard battlefield trophies 
such as AKs and communist gre
nades - appropriately altered to 
make them worthless to terrorists 
- can't be brought home and 
passed along to sons and daughters 
as tangible testimony to our Amer
ican tradition of service in times of 
peril to the nation and its ideals. 

Those are good questions that 
should be answered. Our fighting 
men get little enough reward for 
keeping the country free. ~ 

BULLETIN BOARD 
Continued from page 6 

The rebel propaganda organ, 
Radio Venceremos, quickly 
acknowledged that the assassination 
was carried out by the Popular 
Liberation Forces (FPL,) one of five 
Marxist guerrilla groups in El 
Salvador that comprise the 
Farabundo Marti National Liberation 
Front. Claiming to have killed six 
other government-affiliated people in 
the previous five days, the Marxist 
tiroadcast hioldly claimed that "we 
are everywhere striking blows for 
freedom. " 

The truth, however, is that El 
Salvador's Marxist terrorists are ' 
escalating war in the cities and 
becoming less obtrusive in the rural 
areas that were their havens until El 
Salvador's military gained the upper 
hand. Lacking the strength to face 
the army on a battlefield, the 
communists have retreated into the 
level-two guerrilla war of urban 
terrorism that characterized their 
efforts to topple the government 
when they began in 1979-80. 

Only days before Cienfuegos was 
assassinated, General Paul F. 
Gorman - in testimony to Congress 

as the just-retired commander of the 
U.S. Southern Command - warned 
that urban terrorists in El Salvador 
were increasing their numbers. He 
cited recent intelligence reports 
indicating that the number of leftist 
guerrillas operating in San Salvador 
had increased tenfold - from 50 to 
500 - since late August 1985. 
Appropriately, in early January of 
1985 the U.S. Military Group had 
begun special anti-guerrilla warfare 
training that covers hostage-taking 
situations. 

That will bolster the urban warfare 
and house-clearing training provided 
to El Salvador's Airborne Battalion 
by a Soldier of Fortune team in 
February 1984 (See "Taking It to 
the Streets, SOF Trains Salvadorans 
in Urban Warfare," SOF, August 
1984.) But it's definitely too late to 
do Cienfuegos any good. ~ 

FLAK 
Continued from page 10 

SOFIN 
IVY LEAGUE . .. 

Sirs: 
Hoover Institution should very 

much like to acquire a copy of the 
manual "Psychological Operations in 
Guerrilla War," which SOF recently 
printed. It would be beneficial to 
have English and Spanish transla
tions for our large research collection 
of material on war, revolutioni and 
peace. ' 

Joseph W. Bingaman, 
Curator 

Latin and North American 
Collections 

Stanford, California 

Andover/Phillips Academy would 
like to request permission to photo
copy 300 copies of Soldier of For
tune, November 1984, pages 44-84, 
as preparatory reading for a sympo
sium on Latin America to be offered 
at Phillips Academy in the winter of 
1985. 

Susan M. Lloyd 
Symposium Coordinator 

Permission granted. SOF is proud 
to help students in top-notch schools 
gain exposure to a broad range of 
political and military ideas.~ 
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NEVER BEFORE 

OFFERED! 
Drilling fixture for converting the 
AR-15 to select-fire M 16 using an 
original Ml6 auto sear. 

This fast. easy conversion works just like an 
original M 16. 
• "Fool-proqr fixture shows exact position of 

auto sear pin hole and guides drtll for a 
precision flt every time. 
Precision made from high quail ty tool 
steel. reusable. 
Complete Instructions included. 

• Used by professional gunsmiths to convert 
AR15 to Ml6. 

FREEi Ml6 auto sear and pin 
included w/ fixture 

lntroductory 
Special, only $39.95 

3 or more 10% discount. No FFL required to 
purchase. BATF approval required before 
converting. Satisfaction Guaranteed or return 
unused within 2 weeks for full refund. Also 
available: Video cassette showing all the legal 
and easy ways of convertlngAR15 to Ml6. step 
by step plus history of weapon. full auto 
demonstrations and more. $49 .95 ppd . VHS or 
BETA . . 

Send check M.O. [add 3.50 for C.O.D.) to: 

CATCO 
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TIMBERSHEPHERD TM 
TIMBERWOLFIGERMAN SHEPHERD HVBRIO 

As seen in S.W.A.T. Magazine November 1983 
and Survival Guide Magazine August 1_984 

"FRIEND AND PARTNER" 
~~r:i~ ·~.~~~:;g~~~~~~r~~~~~~~ ::.s~~r~~e5~~~h~7d0~~ 
generation hybrids taking 7 years to produce from North 
American Gray Timberwotves and German Import Shepherds. 

DO NOT CONFUSE The TIMBERSHEPHERD wtth the '12 
wolf 1h shepherd mix, poorly bred. unpredictable and 
unsuitable as a professionally trained working dog. 
KEENER SENSES of Sight •Hearing •Smell than any other 

domestic breed. 
LONGER LIFE SPAN over the Rottwieler •German 

Shepherd •or Doberman Pincher 
EVEN TEMPERAMENT Ideal for the family with small 
children. The TIMBERSHEPHERD is bred exclusively as a 
superior working dog - Devoted, Useful, Life Long 

• Companion 
OUR TRAINING RESOURCES are extensive and mo,;\ 
credible, employing the latest techniques and standards 
currently in use by the U.S. Dept. of Defense Military 
Working Dog Program •Family •Home •Law Enforcement 1 
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•Temperament •Hip Guarantees •Shipping - Worldwide. 

LRRP SECURITY SERVICES, INC. 
Box 1620 M-6A, Aiken , S.C. 29801 (803) 549.5g35 
Brochure information includes color reprint of SWAT and 

Survival Guide magazine articles. 
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THE APPLEGATE-FAIRBAIRN 
THE ONLY FIGHTING KNIFE 
EVER DESIGNED ON THE 
BASIS OF ACTUAL MIL i
TAR Y COMBAT EXPER
IENCE. 
• Des•gned in 1 943 by OSS 
Col. Rex Applegate and Brit
ish Capt. W.E. Fairbairn to be 
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• Custom double-edge blade 
of 154 cm stainless steel. 
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rev•ews by AMERICAN 
BLADE , KNIFE WORLD . 
SOL DIER OF FORTUNE . 
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FREE INFORMATION 
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AND GUN WORKS 
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from the West 
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SPECIAL ACTION 
COMMANDO SCHOOL 

& . 
0 . 

Special Forces training in the 
following areas: unconventional 
warfare ops; counter insurgency 
ops; survival techniques; pa- · 
trolling techniques; special 
assault weapons and tactics; 
electronic security measures; light 
and general purpose M.G.; exotic 
weapons and tactics; adjustment 
procedures for artillery and TAC
AIR, and much more. 

Courses Available: 7 days 
Basic Commando Course (BCC) 
lntermed. Commando Course (ICC) 
Advanced Commando Course (ACC) 
Escape & Evasion (E&E) 
Survival Course (Sq) 
Geographical Characteristics: 

Forest Terrain 
Average Temp. Day 75° 

Evening 60° 
For a brochure containing a com
plete list of all training and prices, 
write to the: 
Special Action Commando School 
P.O. Box 506, Pecos, New Mexico 
87552 Brochure $2.00 
(505) 757-6933 
1985 brochure supercedes all 
other information and brochures. 

Advanced Technology creates. ... 
THE ULTIMATE 
DEFENSE DEVICE! 
Now in use by police departments 
nationwide! The Stun Gun's advanced 
technology delivers an electronic pulse 
that overpowers the body's neurcr 
muscular system, leaving an attacker 
completely dazed and helpless for up 
to 10 minutes. NON LETHAL 

SAFE, LEIAL & EFFECTIVE! 
Stun Gun . .... .. 54.95 M~n~~~~ck 
Battery, Charger ... 15.95 Guarantee. 

Mastercard/Visa orders call toll free: 
1-800·824·7888 o,1r. 164 

or send complete Acct #/Exp. Date or 
Check/M.O. to: 

MEGATRON, INC. ~~iv~1~~~~~~747 
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BULLETPROOF 
VEST 

Will stop the .357 Magnum, 9mm and 00 
Buck. Meets and exceeds "Threat Level 
II-A" tested in accordance with the NILECJ
STD-0101.01. Weighs 23/4 lbs. Fits easily 
under T-shirt. 

Front & Back Protector .... $150.00 ppd. 
Detachable Side Panels . . . . . . $27 .50 ppd. 

Officially tested by the U.S. Government 
Edgewood Arsenal at the Aberdeen Prov
ing Grounds under the U.S. Department 
of Justice Standards. State height, chest 
and waist measurements. 

MATTHEWS POLICE SUPPLY CO. 
(a division of David Matthews, inc.) 

P.O. Box 1754 
Matthews, N.C. 28105 

A 480 page, 2112 lb. parts catalog) 
listing mifitary, commercial, anti
que U.S. and Foreign gun parts. 
The most complete parts listing 
in the world! Used by govt. agen· 
cies and professional gunsmiths. 
Order now, receive $3 certificate 
toward RUrchase of anl. catalog 

item. ~i9~ ppd. 

Numrich.ARMs 
CORP West Hurley, N.Y. 12491 

We 
Have LMUscLE! 

-

MUSCLE SHIRTS 

T·SHIRTS 

' LONG SLEEVE T'S . 

PRICES' ~R-1;";~5//:,;d. 
MUS~~I--5~i:~~ ~=: 

COLORS' 
SS TShirt : Ta.n& Lt.Blue 
L.S TShirt : Lt.Blue 
Muscle Shirt : Gray 

Sizes: 
SM.-MED.-LGE.-XL 
XXL I SST Only!! 

CONSERVE ENERG'( 

.. ~ 

If!JiG DISTA!{{fE 

_.,r= 
The Next Best 

Thing To (;'\ 
Being There (!:; 

Reach Out 

tB· fb® MAaI Mr UATI Touch Someone 

c 
F 'A 
R T 

A 
E L 
E 0 

G 

CALL TOLL FREE 24 HRS. A DAY I 

~ ·== CREDIT' CARD. ORDERS ONLY ! CALL TOLL F REE 

1- BOO - 251 - 3550ext. 70 No C.0.D.' S • 
(IN TENN. OR INFO CALL 1-404·398 ·3940 

Canada" Add $2 

Fore.ign .. Add 30% 

U.S. C urrency Only! 

,.__~i;.~d'.:.:.ur 
.:.:~ 

. ~SOF 
P.O. BOX 79 ' 
CLOUOLANO.GA 30109 
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WV r·w. t !f#1*#f'+ff* 

"THE 
G.I. il 
ROAD Yr{ 
TO 1~ 
HEU" ~ 
ON VIDEO! • 

I 06 Minutes of jungle fu ry! Combat savagery un
equalled in military annals. 

The Stillwell Road: Fighting for an inch of stinking 
jungle, 'Vinegar Joe' led legendary fighting men from 
defeat to victory. Merrill's Marauders, Wmgare's Chindits, 
1he Flying Tigers. R.i.F. Gurkhas, they built the impossible 
Burma and Ledo Roads. 

Fortress in The Sea: Corregidor. the ·rock' ... and 
the figh ting men who just wouldn 't cave in after months of 
savage bombarding. MacArthur swore. " I Shall Return" . 
and kept his word. From Guadalcanal the American fight 
ing man hauled his way back to Bataan and Corregidor in 
bi ller island-hopping baules. 

The Battle of Manila: The enemy was ordered, "Hold 
Manila, or bum it!" And he did just that Bi7.zare bloody 
figh ting in a baseball park ... I 000 heavy guns point blank 
against a 16th centu ry fortress. · 

Powerful gl impses of nightmarish baules, not for 
the squean1ish. 

. .. only 
Running time ... I 06 min. 

Specify Beta or VHS. $59.95 
Send to. FEROE GROFE ALMS 

3100 Alrporl Ave., Santo Mo nico , CA 90405 
US ond Ca nedo. odd S2.50 shipping. foreign 
order• odd S3 50 CA res. o dd 6'h'I. Soles Ta x. 
Visa & Master - Include cord no. & expiration 

ORDER TOll·FREE (800) 8~-0561, ext. 925. 
In Call!. (800) 432-7257, ext 925. 

Our blowgun ha~ a .625 1.0 . Constructed ol heavy 16 gauge 
steel. it Is 40 inches long. The end ls chambered to remove any 
burrs that might deflect Jarts. Our blowgun has a special durable 
black finish. It weighs about 11/z lbs. and is very strong - a 
weapon in itself. 

In addition to OL•r 40 inch steel blowgun, we also have 
available a 24 inch lightweight model. It has the same mold 
Injected mouthpiece, dart clip and accomodates all our .625 
Magnum darts a,nd most accessories. However, the tube Is 
constructed of high impact styrene ins1ead of 16 gauge s1eel. 

Our dart clip slides on to !he blowgun easily and each one is 
designed to hold 12 darts. Our mou!hpieces are curved to fit the 
mouth and are flat on top and bottom for men with mustaches and 
beards. 

When a rubber tip is placed on the end it becomes an 
excellent hiking stick , cane, club or rille rest. 

The bayonet spear is round and slides over the end of the 
blowgun. 11 has a screw clamp to hold it securely. Darts can be 
shot with the bayonet in position. 

Accessory Prices -
AU purpose darts ..• 3.50 doz. • Stun darts -·· 5.00 doz. • 
Broadhead Darts ... 6.00 doz. • Dart clip •.. 2.00 • Bayonet . 
17.50 •Wrist Slrap ... 3.00 •Sling ... 9.00 • Center Grip ... 5.00 • 
Decorative Accessorios ... 9.00. 

24 Inch LIGHTWEIGHT BLOWGUN, dart clip and 1 Doz. Stun 
Darts ... $17.50 plus 2.50 Shipping and handling - 1 to 4 
units. 

40 Inch STEEL BLOWGUN, Dart Clip, Rubber Tip, 24 All~ 
purpose Darts, 6 Stun and 6 Broadhead Darts ••• 527.50 plus 
2.50 Shipping and handling - 1 to 4 units. 
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LEST WE NOT FORGET ..... . .. . . .. . 
+ + THE FORGOTTEN WARRIOR + + 
ON AUGUST 26TH. THE USPS Will RELEASE A SPECIAL COMMEM
ORATIVE POSTAGE STAMP FOR THE VETERANS OF WORLD WAR I. 

Cl\EA f !ii:.-L OF 

WE WILL PRODUCE OUR SPECIAL 
MULTI-COLORED CACHET SHOW
ING THE GREAT SEAL OF THE 
UNITED STATES FOR THIS HISTOR
IC EVENT. 

THE SET, WHICH Will CONSIST OF 
TWO COVERS, EACH HAVING THE 
NEW STAMP PLUS A TOTAL OF 10 
ADDITIONAL STAMPS THAT RE
LATE TO OUR SOLDIERS ANO OUR 
WWI VETERANS. 

Tii l l ' M TCD Sl'ATt;S OJ° AMEIUCA 

THE SET WILL BE MAILED TO YOU 
AFTER THE FIRST DAY IN A SPE
CIAL PROTECTIVE PACKAGE. AL
LOW 30 DAYS FOR DELIVERY, 

THE SPECIAL PRICE FOR HISTOR
IC SET OF TWO FOCS SHOWING THE GREAT SEAL OF THE US IN 
FULL COLOR IS ONLY $4. 25 POSTPAID. 

7% SALES TAX EXTRA ON All ORDERS 
DELIVERED WITHIN THE STATE 

MASTER CARO - VISA ACCEPTED 
SEND ALL ORDERS TO: 

WWI HISTORIC ISSUE 
P.O. BOX # 1 5 1 ~, DIAMOND POINT, NY 12824 

51 8-644-2015 

Written by a 30-year police veteran and shooting instruc
tor, this new working manual gets right down to the 
basics of street survival in the real world, not some theo
retical place. Straight-from-the-shoulder advice on gun 
selection, gun maintenance, and skill development. In
depth examination of such criti cal topics as the duty 
gun, off-duty gun, backup gun. throwaway gun. Includes 
an up-to-date look at ammunition. The whole book is 
geared to help you make "The Big Decision": Shoot
Don't Shoot. 
An indispensible working tool for police officers, and . 
worthwhile reading for anyone interested in gaining 
the confidence this practical knowledge inspires. 

Please enclose your check for $11.95 per book plus 
$2.50 shipping for 1st book and 50t for each additional 
book with this order. PA residents add 6% tax. We also 
honor VISA, Mastercard , and American Express. Please 
include card number, expiration date , signature, and 
phone. Credit-card users may order toll free by phoning 
1-800-READ-NOW. 

30-day money back guarantee if not delighted. 

STACKPOLE BOOKS 
America's Great Outdoor Publisher 

Department SOF 
P.O. Box 1831, Harrisburg , PA 17105 

LEGIONNAIRES 
SURVIVAL 
BOOT KNIFE 

ONLY 

s12s5 
Add $1.05 Hndl. 

Double edge 440 slainless steel blade. 
Full lang one piece construction. Leath· 
er sheath with quick release snap and 
metal boot/belt c lip . Money Back 
Guaranteed If Not Fulty Satisfied!! 

WESTBURY SALES CO. DEPT. BK-6-SF 
373 Maple Avenue, Westbury, New York 11590 

Silencers 
All-new collection of silencer plans for the 

man short of time or money. 
This fascinating sequel to our best-selling 

title "How To Make Disposable Silencers" 
presents more sophisticated designs, au of 
which can be constructed with a minimal 
amount of time and money, without the need 
for expensive machinery or tools. 

Now ever yone will be able to silence 
weapons of any caliber (from .22 rimfires to 
.223 rifles) using such inexpensive items as 
automobile freeze plugs, hoses, washers, and 
many other easy to get parts. 

Step-by-step directions, illustrations, parts 
list, as well as over 100 close-up photographs 
are included to make the job easy. 

Not only are these silencers inexpensive and 
simple to make, but they're guaranteed to 
work as well, or better, than many so-called 
" professional" models. 

$14.00 ppd. 

J. Flores Box 14-B, Rosemead, CA 91770 

Yes , send Disposa ble Silencers. Vo l. JI . Se nd Check 
or M /0 . Visa and Master Card- incl ude card number 
and expira ti on d a t t'. 

Address -------------- -

I 
I 

__ _______ J 

Fireworks of all kinds. Make your cele
bration A BLAST! Largest selection of 
Class C Fi reworks in America . M-60s. 
Power Rockets, Firecrackers , Color 
Sparklers . Thousands of other specia l
ties . Void where prohibited . 

FREE Giant 28-page 
Full Color Catalog 

--------------• I 
I Please send Giant Color Calalog FREE. I 
I Name I 
I Address I 
I City ____ Stale ___ Zlp ___ I 
I Blue Angel Fireworks I 
I P. Q_ Box 26 SOF· 65 I 
I Columbiana. OH 44408 

Wri te or call 216/746-1064 I 
I I --------------
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ARMY 
COMBAT /SURVIVAL 
COMMANDO KNIVES 

$25 
BEFORE MIDNIGHT FOR THE NEXT 30 DAYS 

As part of an advertising test , Sheffield Steel Corp. 
will send the above knife to anyone who reads and 
responds to this test before the next 30 days. Each 
knife is constructed of high heat tempered stainless 
steel with a 6 inch extra strong, highly polished blue 
blade and has a heavy serrated back that will scale 
any size fish and is so razor sharp that it can chop 
down trees. All 1<.nives have a high impact aircraft 
aluminum , waterproof, extra strong hollow handle (so 
they can float) with a compass built into the cap. The 
hollow handle contains a wire saw, fishing line, 
fishing hooks, fishing leads, needle, sutures, mat
ches with striking pad, (also used to carry medica
tion, split shot, currency, water purification tablets, 
scalpel , etc.) and are recommended for: hunting, 
fishing, backpacking, marine, camping, survival, self
defense, etc. Each knife is accompanied with a 
LIFETIME guarantee that it must perform 100% or 
it will be replaced free. Add $2.00 handling for each 
knife requested. Sheffield Steel Corp. pays all ship
ping. If your order is received within the next ten days 
you will receive FREE a high quality leather sheath 
and sharpenrng stone for each knife requested. 
Should you wish to return your knife you may do so 
for a full refund. Any letter postmarked after 30 days 
will be returned. LIMIT three (3) knives per address, 
no exceptions. Send appropriate sum together with 
your name and address to: Dept. #937, Sheffield 
Steel Corp., 2940 W. Pico Blvd. , Los Angeles, CA 
90006, or for fastest service from any part of the 
country call H!00-824-9988, Dept. #937 (Calif. 
Residents call collect 213-735-9363) seven days a 
week before midnight. Have credit card ready. 

IO«Y llOU•TAI• 
SUl'flYAL TIAl•l•G CDTD 

Wilderness Survival Training In the 
Rugged Mounllins and Deserts of 

Colorado 

for More lnforf111llon Write; 
Bo1c"2135, Montrose, CO or C1ll 

(303) 249-5929 

~ AMERICAN 
~PISTOL INSTITUTE 

THE FIRST WITH THE MOST 
Rifle, Pistol, Shotgun - All Levels 

"CRISIS MANAGEMENT IN 
CLOSE·RANGE INTERPERSONAL 

CONFRONTATIONS" 

As the originators and develbpers of modern 
smallarms technique, we constitute the fountain
head of the doctrine of personal weaponcraft. 

Twenty-four firing ranges, arm's length to 1000 
meters - three Indoor simulators - twenty-four 
expert Instructors - seven qualified range 
masters - a complete gunemlthy on the ranch. 

Our perfected training methods combine the 
discipline essential to safety with cordial, 
personal contact In an atmosphere of helpful 
comradeship. Our aim Is to expand the Individual 
self-confidence of each client to the point where 
he can enjoy a degree of peace of mind rarely 
known In today's hazardous environment. 

Student-teacher ratio Is never more than four-to
one In range work, and over half. our tactical 
instruction Is conducted with one coac.h for each 
pupil. 

A SUCCESSFUL OUNSITE GRADUATE 
IS SECURE AND IN CONTROL OF 

HIS ENVIRONMENT. 

Write Dept. 82 for information. 

Send $2.00 for API brochure. 

MASTERCARD/VISA ACCEPTED 

AMERICAN PISTOL INSTITUTE 
Paulden, Arizona 86334 

The famous C.l.A. 
''Get out of jail free'' card 

An exact reprint of the C.l.A. Covert Opera
tions l.D. card carried !>Y rroembers of ihe 
SOG (Studies and Obaervatlons Group) In 
S.E. Ael1 during the Viet Nem Era. 

" . .. Do not detain or question him! He Is 
authorized to wear clvlllen clothing, carry 
unusu1I person1I weapons, pass Into res
tricted ".~... requisition equipment of all 
types . . . 
"If he la killed, do not remove this document 
from him! Etc .. . printed In three colors! 

SOLD AS A WAR $5.00 
RELIC ONLY! guarenteedt 

Devil's Brigade 
Box 392 

Mt. Ida, Arkansas 71957 

Rep the world's largest most 
successful security company. 

Sell exciting James Bond 
countersurveillance, security 

and communications systems. 

Your market for these much 
needed products includes 

police, governments, major 
corporations. 

$10,000 INVESTMENT 
SECURED BY INVENTORY 

Contact Mr. Parsons 
212-697-8140 

CCS COMMUNICATION 
CONTROL INC. 

633 Third Ave. 
New York, N.Y. 10017 

CATALOG 

WE 
CARRY 

A COMPLETE 
LINE OF PRODUCTS 
FOR THE MINl-14®. 

$2.00 ~ 2500 c.,,tratA ... 
303· ~Oept. D 

442"7021 EHTERPRIS ES :~~~~'· co 



BUGGED?? 
THE 
BUG 

HUNTER 
. fast 
sensitive 
reliable 

only s991 
Find hidden Radio transmitters (bugs) in your 
home, office or car1 The BUG HUNTER zeroes in 
fast on concealed devices. Covers all the com
monly used frequencies in the l MHz to 1,000 
MHz range. Flashing LED light and so ft audio tone 
give an ind1cat1on of distance to bug. Pocket-sized 
unit, com plete with battery, antenna , instructions, 
and one-year L1m1ted Warranty, only $99. (Add $2 
for Shipping & Handling.) 

COUNTERMEASURES 
P.O. Box R 
Blue Ridge Summit, PA 17214 
(717) 794-2548 

Send 1ust $2 lor our Security Ca talog ol special equipment. Lea rn 
details about our auo10 cassette countersu1ve1llance trammg pro
gram learn how to protect yo u1 sell against w1retapp111g/ buggmg. 
(Catatog is free with purchase of Bug focato1 I 

22 CAL. PELLET 
FIRING 

SEMI
AUTOMATIC 

MACHINE PISTOL 
10 ROUNO ·SIDE MOUNTED CLIP 
FREE: T1rget & 50 Reu111ble Pellets 

Not Sold In New York City· No Permit Required 
This rapid fire .22 Cal. "Commando" type machine pistol 
looks like the famous. hard-hitting weapon so popular with 
combat attack groups. The side mounted, detachable, ten: 
round clip sprays pellets into the target as fast as you can 
pull the trigger. Only $4.95 plus 95e for postage and hand
ling. Complete satlslaction guaranteed or your money re
funded. NY Stale Res. add Sales Tax. 
GUARANTEED DISTRIBUTORS, Dept. 269AZ60 
County Road 687, Hartford, Michigan 49057 

PELLET 
FIRING 
22CAL. 

·'TAlllT MAGNUM 
REVDlVER" ONLY $4.95 

FREE: Targels and SO reuseabfe pellets 

This hard h1t1 1ng target pistol looks and feels hke 
the "magnum revolver" in use by most highway pa· 
trols Extra long target barrel and he-man grips 
combine to give unusual accuracy The easy-load 
cylinder re loads quickl y with 10 pellets . Only $4 95 
plus 95< postage and handling Your purchase 
pr ice promptly refun ded 1f not sa11sf1ed State age 
when ordering . 
GUARANTEED DISTRIBUTORS, Dept. 269llrl060 
County Road 687, Hartford, Michigan 49059 
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INVESTMENT BANKERS 

36-35 BELL BOULEVARD 
BAYSIDE, NEW YORK 11361 

(718) 423-2500 (800) 221-0646 
IRA • Keogh • Mutual Funds • NYSE • AMEX • OTC 

Municipal Securities • U.S. Gov't Securities 
Real Estate Limited Partnerships 

SPECIALISTS IN NEW ISSUES AND " PENNY" STOCKS 

SGT. BRUCE WECHSLER USMCR 
Account Execu tive 

Call Toll-Free 1 (800) 221-0646 Mention SOF 

NASO SIPC 
A percentage of all commissions/concessions received as a result of 
SOF readership accounts will be donaled to Relugee Relief 
lnterna!ionat, Inc., a non-prolil. tax-exempt organization. 

BACK 002 

American made 50-50 T 's & sweats 
available in black only. U.S. & NAM VETS 
headlines, offering: ARMY, NAVY, 

AIRFORCE, MARINES 
Screen printed front & back . S M L XL 
To order send check or money order to: * Wm~'ff®IBi LrCl.oo®® ~ 
PO Box 98 sf, WestGrove, PA 19390 

(S2oo charge for overseas.) , 
For more information send .~ .. A~.~ .• t~...!~ .address. 

~ 
~' f\ 

No FFL required. u 
NEW "STATE OF THE ART" Patent Design 
now being used by law enforcement tactical teams. 
Utilizes an innovative continuous discharge aerosol 
design that empties In less than 30 seconds and will 
control an excess of23.000 cu. ft. with strong CS type 
tear gas. Unlike old style grenades."Clear Out" won't 
start fires and cleans up easily. 

"Clear Ont" @ CS Grenades Add 3.ao for 
3 pali. = $38:94 ololpplaC/UadJiaC 
6 pali. = $66.00 
CASE (12) = $117.00 SAVE $38.78 

Shipped U.P.S. only. Send check or M.O. (C.O.D. on 
6 or more only) to: 

Encutift Protection Productl Inc. 
316 Callfornla Ave. #341 

._ ___ Reno, NV 89509 707-253-7142 __ _. 

Men· Women · Learn from the experts. Train at home for an 
exciting part or full time career as a private detective or 
security consultant. Start your own business or work for 
others. Step-by-step you will team how to conduct any 
Investigation, how and where to find that first job, and 
much more. Diploma awarded. Equipment. Employment 
Assistance. 

"For An Education That Works'' 

NAME ___ _ AGE 

ADDRESS ----------

CITY _ ------STATE ZIP __ _ 

1 

"f1 
JJJ,JJJ J 
~ • -.. 

• 
" 

FLOATKNIFE™ 
Combines a hollow handle of space 
age DuPont Zytel with a stainless 
steel blade to produce a medical
survival kit so light it floats! Water
tight handle imprinted with Morse 
Code and Emergency Rescue Sig
nals contains the vital necessities for 
survival: matches, fishing kit, tourni
quet, scalpel, suture, antibiotic. disi11-
fectant, bandages. and more! Handle 
is sealed by cap with a built-in 
luminous, fluid-filled compass. Don't 
leave land without it! Weight-2 ~ 
oz.; Length-8"; Nylon sheath and 
instructions included. Money back 
guarantee. Send $34.95 and ,SJ.00 
postage to Lifeknife, Box. 771SF, 
Santa Monica, CA. 90406. 
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9 U LLJfM ATE ~~ :: t GAME 
Q 
rlJ •War/Combat Games 

•High Cash Profits 
•Full or Part Time 
•Selection of Guns 
•Washable Pellets 
•Complete Game 
Supplies 

For Dealer info, write: 
THE ULTIMATE GAME 
280 Warwick Aven.ue 
Ormond Beach, Florida 

P.S. Call us at: 
904/677-4358 

32074 
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Offering 
My New Hollow Handle 
Survival & Combat Knife 

Non-Glare Mat Combat Finish 

8" 
''O C 
Blade with 
Saw Teeth 
That Work I 
13'' overall 
length. 
All stainless s teel 
construction with 
combat sheath . 

"'KNIVES 
CUSTOM HANOMAOE KNIVES 

by Robert Porri•h 

1922 spartanb~h9a~:llo~i~r;:;;u1 •. Ne 20139 

S•nd SASE for more Information 

Photo by Mother 
Earth News 
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FIREWORKS 
Send $1 .00 For 

Fireworks Catalog 

(Mastercard & Visa Accepted) 
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1-219-462-5044 
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The ultimate statement is 

finally available to all. 

"THE TRUE AMERICANS" 
by Simon Peterson 

. To order, please use the form below. 
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P .0. Box 2768 
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Please rush me copies of "TH£ TRUE 
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order p.h.) 
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CLASSIFIED 
CURRENT REQUIREMENTS - All llde MUST be received 
by the 1 llt, four month• prior to laaue cover date. Ad copy 
muet be typed or written clearly with authorizing signa
ture, telephone number and payment. Advertisers offering 
Information packete for s fee muet sand a sample of pack
et. Coet per Insertion Is $1 per word - $20 minimum. 
Pereonal clanlfled ads ere SO cents per word - $10 mini
mum. Name, address and telephone are to be Included In 
the count. FOR EXAMPLE: P.O. Box 693 = 3 words; Boul
der, Colorado = 2 words; 80306 = 1 word. Abbreviations 
such ae A.P., 20mm, U.S., etc., count as one word each. 
Hyphenated words and telephone numbers are counted 
as two words. We reserve the right to delete or change any 
copy which - detennlne to be objectlonable. Mall to 
SOLDIER OF FORTUNE Classlfllld, P.O. Box 693, Boulder, 
co 80306. . 

READERS OF BOTH DISPLAY AND CLASSIFIED 
ADVERTISING ARE ADVISED THAT SOF MAGAZINE 
DOES NOT HAVE THE ABILITY TO VERIFY VALIDITY OF 
EVERY ADVERTISEMENT CONT AINEO HEREIN. SHOULD 
ANY READER HAVE A PROBLEM WITH PRODUCTS OR 
SERVICES OFFERED BY AN ADVERTISER, HE SHOULD 
SEEK ASSISTANCE FROM HIS NEAREST POSTAL IN
SPECTOR. 
SOLDIER OF FORTUNE MAGAZINE IS A MAGAZINE OF 
NATIONAL AND INTERNATIONAL DISTRIBUTION. THERE 
MAY BE PRODUCTS FOR WHICH SALE, POSSESSION OR 
INTERSTATE TRANSPORTATION MAY BE RESTRICTED, 
PROHIBITED OR SUBJECT TO SPECIAL LICENSING RE
QUIREMENTS IN YOUR STATE. PURCHASERS SHOULD 
CONSULT THE LOCAL LAW-ENFORCEMENT AUTHOR
mES IN THEIR AREA. 

LE MERCENAIREI Monthly Intelligence newsletter on terror
ism, communist subversion, covert operations. $15 year. $17 
overseas. Sample $2. LE MERCENAIRE, PO Box 507, 
Fredericktown, MO 63645. (103) 

FOR SALE. Genuine United States Armed-Forces surplus 
clothing, individual equipment, packs, boots, survival gear, 
first-aid packets, etc. Send $1 lor our latest catalog to STEVE 
J. PEDERGNANA, JR., P.O. Box 1062, Oak Park, IL 60304. 
(93) 

MILITARY HISTORY 
ON VIDEOCASSETTES 
See military history 05 it happened! World 
Wor I through the Falklands campaign. lhe 
other side of World War ll: original Germon 
combat newsreels and features of the greol 

bottles. Rare Alli~ Army and Air Force documentaries. Also kOl"ea, Vietnam, 
and con~porory Soviet Army. Over 300 titles reproduced from <>Tiginal source 
moteriah Beta/VHS, also PAL Standard. Rl!Osonoble prices, fast service. Write 
Of phone for free illustrated catalog. INTERNATIONAL HISTORIC FILMS, 
&ox 29035, Chicago, Illinois 60629, Phone 312-436-8051 . 

VIETNAM COLLECTOR? Veteran? Patches, books, DI pins, 
T-shirts. New: Grenada, Lebanon tributes. Catalog $1. SAT· 
CONG, Box 177VF, Syracuse, NY 13208. (102) 

FIREWORKS, BUY DIRECT. Price list, send $1 to ACE FIRE· 
WORKS, P.O. Box 221 , Dept. F, Conneaut, OH 44030. (92) 
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DYSART'S WOLF KENNEL 
MACKENZIE VALLEY TIMBERWOLVES 

Would you like to have a companion & protector bred 
from the largest strain of wolves in the world. like the 
one above? Crossed with the finest German Shepherd 
imports; 112 wolf and up, puppies & trained adults. I 
devote my time to wolves & wolf-crosses ~. 
therefore I can provide the Finest. All pups WBA 
registered at no charge. Pictures and info - $5.00. 

CHARLES DYSART 
Box 597. Henrietta, North Carolina 28076 

Phone 704-657-6220 or 704-657-9273 

MOVING FAST? Keep a permanent address lor as low as $6 a 
month. Not a box number but your own address and suite 
number. Also availabl&-phone number, remailing, mall for
warding and more. ALL CONFIDENTIAL. For information en· 
close a stamp to THE BRANCH OFFICE, 3341 W. Peoria Ave., 
Phoenix, AZ. 85029. (602) 993-7534. (100) 

MARAUDER'S SURPLUS: A complete listing ol field and 
technical manuals; Elite commando and regular-army surplus 
at the best prices in the country. Send $1 lor catalog to 
MARAUDER'S ARMY SURPLUS, 8588 McKee Road, Upatoi, 
GA 31829. 

PLASTIC EXPLOSIVES: Simple, step-by-step instructions to 
make powerful plastic explosives from common ingredients. 
$10, FREEDOM ARMS, Box 7072 HSJ, Springlield, MO 
65801 . (99) 

FREE GERMAN WWII RELIC - Free original German WWII 
relic! When ordering catalog ol pre-1945 German flags, uni· 
lorms, daggers, weapons. Illustrated catalog, $5. MILITARIA, 
Box 21-D. Grandy, MN 55029. (92) 

EXPLOSIVES ANO INCENDIARIES: Instructions for making 
NAPALM $8.95; SUGAR EXPLOSIVE $8.95; and the easy-to· 
make, eX1remely destructive steel-burning THERMITE IN· 
CENDIARY $12. All three, $20. AMERICAN INDUSTRIES, 
P.O. Box 10073 G.S., Springfield, MO 65808. (98) 

FIREWORKS, High Quality, Fast Service. Price list $1. 
MOUNTAIN STATES NOVELTY, P.O. Box 90007, Casper, 
WY 82609. (104) 

COVERT INTELLIGENCE-for the clever man ol action. 
Samples $2, $13/year-$17 overseas. HORIZONE, Box 67, 
St. Charles, MO 63302, USA. (95) 

BOUNTY HUNTING - 'Legal for anyone and very prolitable! 
For legal statutes and employment inlormation send $2 and 
SASE. Rush orders $3 cash. RESEARCH UNLIMITED, Box 
90, Depew, NY 14043. (93) 

THE INTELLIGENCE LIBRARY- Many unusual, informative 
books on Electronic Surveillance, "Creative" Locksmtthing, 
Weapons, Investigations, Documents, etc. Free Brochures: 
MENTOR, Dept. G-2, 135-53 Northern Blvd., Flushing, NY 
11354. (98) 

UNUSUAL BOOK OFFER. Save 20% Discount. Famous Pub
lishers: Paladin Press, Loompanics, Desert, others! Updated 
Regularly. Guaranteed Best Selection For LESS! Exotic 
Weaponry, Military, Survival, Total Revenge, Crime, Explo
sives, Surveillance, Wiretapping, Martial Arts, Knives, Employ
ment, Big Brother, Fireworks, Privacy, Investigations, Chemis
try - and Much Morel 100s ol exciting titles. Eye-Opening 
Catalog and Free P-38 Can Opener $1 (overseas $3). ALPHA 
PUBLICATIONS, P.O. Box 92-SP, Sharon Center, OH 44274. 
(93) 

BRmSH MIUTARIA. Royal Air Force, Royal Navy, Royal 
Marines, Parachute Regiment, S.A.S., Insignia, Head
wear, Badge.s, Unttorms, Medals, Boer War Helmets, etc. 
Send $2 for catalog. BRITISH COLLECTIBLES LTD., Dept. A 
2113 Wilshire Blvd., Santa Monica, CA 90403. (95) 

KNUCK$-Genuine brass paperweights. Not cheap alumi
num. $7 postpaid. lmmadiate shipment. MA TIHEWS POLICE 
SUPPLY, P.O. Box 1754, Matthews, NC 28105. (96) 

.SO CAL. MACHINE GUN BEL TS. Enhance your fireplace, 
den, place ol business with impressive and unique wall display 
of authentic 1943-4 Frankfort Arsenal war issue .50 cal. com· 
plete shells less powder with steel links for continuous belt. 
Excellent condition. Massive 100 rounds nearly 9 ft. long 
$53.50 plus $8 shipping; 50 rds $29.50 plus $5: 25 rds $17.50 
plust $4. Also artillery shells, etc. "Nation's Largest .50 Cal. 
Outlet". JOE JELINEK, 1201F Cottage Grove, Chicago 
Heights, IL 60411. (312) 758-2183. (92) 

SILENCERS: Complete instructions to build your own from 
materials available at most hardware stores. $3. WORLD 
PUBLISHING, PO Box 64252, Fayetteville, NC 28306. 

GENUINE U.S. MEDALS-Collect/U.S./Foreign Decorations. 
FASCINATING NEW HOBBY. Silver Star-$50; Bronze Star
$35; Armed Forces Expedttionary- $15; Vietnam Service- $15; 
Vietnam Campaign/Sterling Yearbar- $35; Add Stamp in trade 
and $3 postage. Most other medals available. SASE FOR 
FREE LIST. MARTIN LEDERMANN, 21 Naples Road, Brook
line, MA 02146. (617) 731-000. (107) 

SERVE FEDERAL SUBPOENAS PART TIME. Must be over 
1 B and US citizen I Details $2. PROCESS SERVER, Box 222-
F, Quincy, MA 02171 . (96) 

FIREWORKS- Firecrackers, Rockets, Roman Candies, 
much morel Low prices. Highest quality. Shipped year-round 
to all states. Illustrated catalog·$1 . EAGLE FIREWORKS, 
Dept. 3D, Box BOO, Clackamus, OR 97015. (97) 

FREE SURVIVAL PUBLICATIONll with Super-Survival Cata· 
log describing 50·plus brutally frank survival publications 
{weapons, energy, medical, financial, electronics, computers)! 
By John Williams· CBS "60 MINUTES", ABC talkshows, etc. 
Catalog $1 : WILLIAMS, 2011 Crescent Drive, Alamogordo, 
NM 88310. (93) 

Full Size U.S. and Vietnamese Medals. Ribbons. 
Badges. Fine Display Cases. Miniature Medals, 
Personal Service. Display the valuable Medals 
awarded you or your family. Guaranteed ! 

r:::J o FREE CATALOG! o u::jJ_; ··································· .......... . Write "'"' MEDALS, 2225 North Dickerson 

Toda I School Road Carlisle. PA 17013 

DISCOUNT MILITARY FOOD RATIONS. Free catalogue. 
MAE lull meals, MAE components, other outdoor/survival food 
items. RFCG, Box 1438, Largo, FL 34294. (813) 535-7192. 
(97) 

30-40% OFF GERBER, Benchmar, Kershaw Knives; Redfield, 
Leupold Scopes: Muzzleloadersl Send $1.00 for Complete 
Catalog. KNIVES, 52 Edmund, DeP.t. SOF, Uniontown, PA 
15401. (93) 

YOU TOO LAW ENFORCEMENT OFFICER 
CAN BE A or CIVIL INVESTIGATOR 
HIGH EARNINGSf Learn about opportunities in LAW 
ENFORCEMENT! 
YOU may be eligible to train at home fora career in l.AW 
ENFORCEMENT or CIVIL INVESTIGATION. EnJavOOV
ERNMENT WORK, HIGH PAY, SECURITY, PEN
SIONS, PAID VACATIONS, lllCK LEAVE, PROllC> 
TIONAL OPPORTUNmES, and FAMILY PROTEC
TION that these Law Enforcement jobs offer. 
Rush t NFORMATION (no obligation) how I may train for a 
career as a Peace Officer or Private Detective. Dept ol 
Qualifications-Peace Officer Training Service, P.O. Box 
1 85, Hope Mills, NC 28348. 

Name ----------------

Street Address - ---- ------- -

City _____ State - ----.Lip _ _ _ 
80f 
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"HELP FIGHT CRIME-SHOOT A BURGLAR" bumper 
sticker $2.00. "ILLEGALLY PARKED" permanent stickers, 5 
for $2.95. Teach them a lessonl Add 50 cents p/h on all orders. 
FLYING DUTCHMAN ENTERPRISES, 13033 Wirevine, 
Houston, TX no72. 

FREE BROCHURE! Large selection of professional quality 
T-shirts. Colt, UZI, Winchester, many morel MAGNUM PRO
DUCTS, PO Box 131-B, Waterford, VA 22190. (92) 

RANGER-AIRBORNE TRAINING. Survival/Combat 
Courses Manual. Details, brochures $2. CSTC, 2100 N. 
Broadway, Sutte 37, Santa Ana, CA 92706 (92) . 

PLASTIC EXPLOSIVES and dynamttes made from common 
ingredients. 120 formulas. Complete instructions $15. PLAS
TIC, PO Box 1881, Murfreesboro, TN 37133. (98) 

SMOKE PRODUCTS - Grenades, pots, bombs at unusually 
low prices. Buy from the source and save . Send sell
addressed stamped envelope for details. SOUTHWEST 
SMOKE DISTRIBUTORS, Box 5414, Phoenix, AZ 85010. (96) 

CUSTOM EMBROIDERED PATCHES. Five patch minimum. 
Your design, any size, shape, colors. Guaranteed. HEIN, Dept. 
303, 4202 N. Drake, Chicago, IL 60618. (97) 

CHEMICAL, FUSE, CASINGS. Every1hing for making fire
works. $2 lor price list. SQUARE LAKE ENTERPRISES, P.O. 
Box 3673, Logan, UT 84321. (92) 

MIND BOOSTER. Your mind Is your most important weapon. 
Research report, with dosage guide, covers compounds that 
improve reaction time, melTlOI)' and leaming ability. Only $5 
guaranteed. Invest in your survival. POLARIS, 405 Washing
ton Blvd. Suite C, Oak Park, IL 60302. 

.,.___.,SALUTES, FIREWORKS, ROCKETS! Fresh from fac
tory or make your own. We supply every1hlng! Formulas, che
micals, fuse smoke dyes, casings, tools, ktts, more! Catalog 
$1. NOR STARR, Box 5585, Pocatello, ID 83202. (95) 

FOREIGN READERS. Attent ion! Wanted by collector: 
machine-gun belts, parts, accessories, tripods and manuals, 
any vintage; assault-rifle magazines, etc. Foreign pilot and 
para Wings and el~e insignia. No trades. Price and condttion 
1st letter. PETER KOKALIS, 5749 N. 41st Pl. , Phoenix, AZ 
85018. (TO) 

• TD 6 WEB< DB.N8W , 

Thick, 
High-Grade 
leather 

fl) HASSl.ES • Ml 08.AYS TANIET USE TM 

Add 5'lo Shll!¢nu & ins. in u.s.A. l'llln o•1G1:-,;~.~:· Nff.hsm::~ 
- foll!111n Add 2ll% - LEATHER BELT CARRIER $6.95 

NOTE . THfSE IULLWHIPS •A fORM'OABlE Sl.IRvrJAJ. 1tKX.. • 
All£ NOT TO'f'S A NOT tHUP \'Vhefi Swung Pn:lpefti;,. KINEJ1C EHER:iY Makes 
fOAEIGll MADE SOUVENIRS the TJP Of lhe A0V9lTURBt'S 8Ull\YHIP" fLIJYE 

- AT !MR 1«1) FEET PER SEQJtiJ -
• WtlP.ffANDl.Hl lrtStl'lJC!ions Included. 

The ltGHEST OOAUIY. TOUGHEST BUUll'IPS 
Avaiable - Pef'fealy BAlNaD For ACtl.IRACY. 

CREDIT CARD PHONE c.lllERS Call.(512) 697-8900 
S.ndVISA CATILE BARON LEATHER CO. 
MC. Check P.O. BOX 100724 Dept. SOF6 

~ or M.0 . To: SAN ANTONIO. TEXAS 78201 ~ 

SPECIAL FORCES VIDEO TAPES. Operational Techniques 
FM31-20. Five separate !apes. Tape 1: Intelligence & Psycho
logical Operations; 2: Infiltration & Planning; 3 : Air Operafions
Communications; 4: Water Operations-Communications; 
5:Demoltton-Engineering-Medical Aspects of SF Operations. 
VHS only, $29.95 each plus $2.95 shipping & handling. SELF 
RELIANCE GROUP, 316 Calilomia Ave. , Ste 206, Reno, NV 
89509. (96) 

TRACE MISSING PERSONS. Big money, adventure, leam 
how. PO Box 1132H, Doylestown, PA 18901. (93) 

RECON, THE ROLE-9LA YING GAME of the Vietnam War, 
$10; The Haiphong Halo, $3.50; Hears & Minds, $3.50; San 
Succi, $5; SayareVTrack Command1>r, $5.98. RPG, INC., Box 
1560-A, Alvin , TX n512. (96) 

BE A MERCHANT MARINE. Working on American-Flag ves
sels across the seven seas is O"nly one part of the growing 
wor1dwide Maritime Industry. Prepare for a rewarding career at 
sea, we will show you how-$5.95. MILITARY SPECIAL TIES, 
P.O. Box 12819-SFM, Winston-Salem, NC 27117-2819. (92) 

FOR HIRE Short Term, High Risk preferred, have passport, 
will travel. No job too dangerous. BOB, PO Box 1263, Downey, 
CA 90240. (93) 
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BUTTERFLY KNIVES 

The Folding BALISONG 
knives originated in the 
Philipines-used bytheirfight
ing forces . Now made into 
fine quality hunting knives. 
The blade is of surgical 
steel. The butterfly design 
protects the working por- . 
tion of the knife. A lever 
locks the handle securely 
in the open or closed posi
tion. 

Model K98-P 

s9so Ea. 
and s1 so 

UPS charges 

WESTBURY $ALES CO. DEPT. P-6-SF 
373 ....,_A-, W..ttiury, New York 11590 

SAVANT FOR HIRE: Professional investigator, bodyguard, 
armed escort, bondsman, and bounty-hunter. Also have know
ledge of military and counter terrorism. Am an expert of 
weapons and demo. Prefer Central America. SAVANT, P.O. 
Box 348, Athens, GA 30601 . (99) 

STATE PISTOL LAWS, regulations for all state and Federal 
Gun Laws, b(lth $4. Police Catalog $2. SCHLESSINGER, PO 
Box 882, NY NY 10150. 

G.I. SURPLUS, hunting and camping equipment. 56-page 
catalog $2. With this ad only- new genuine G.I. Camouflage 
Combat Pants or Jackets $19.99 each. Sizes XS-XL. RED 
BANK ARMY NAVY, 12F Monmouth Street, Red Bank, NJ 
ono1 . (92) 

U.S. MILITARY INSIGNIA: 1 OOOs of patches stocked, 1940 
through Vietnam. Calalog $1 - refunded. SAUNDER'S, Dept. 
SF, Box 414, Vermillion, OH 44089-0414. (92) 

INVENTIONS, IDEAS, NEW PRODUCTS WANTED for pre
sentation to industry and exhibttion at national innovation ex
position. Call 1-800-528-6050. Arizona, 1-800-352-0458. 
X831. (99) 

ARMY FIELD RADIOS: CPRC-26 Manpack Radio, compact, 
transmtts-receives 46-54 MHz FM, 6 channels wtth battery 
box, antenna, crystal, handset: $22.50 apiece, $42.50/pair, 
good condttlon. PRC-510 Backpack Radio (Canadian version 
of American PRC-1 O), transmits-receives 38-55 MHz FM con
tinuous tuning, with battery box, antenna, headset: $39.50 
apiece, Sn.50/pair, good condition. R-390A, premier com
munications receiver, .5-30 MHz shortwave, amateur, military 
frequencies, AM-CW-SSB, meters sealed: $115 complete, not 
checked; $195 complete, checked. R-108 Vehicular/Field Re-
ceiver, 20-28 MHz FM: $27.50 mint. 45 day replacement 
guarantee. Add $9.50 shipping-handling (R-390A shipping 
charges collect) . BAYTRONICS, Dept. SOF, Box 591, San
dusky, OH 44870. 

PRIVACY-CONFIDENTIAL MAIL. Forwarding/receiving. 
Code name fine, street address, phone available. SASE. 
ORLANDO MAIL DROP, Box 18039-SF3, Orlando, FL 32860. 
(100) 

LAW BADGES AND PATCHES send $1 for list of $6 lor 12 
monthly lists. BPEC, Dept. SF1284, Los Alamttos, CA 90720. 
(98) 

Record telephone conversations in your 
office or home. Connects belween any 

f:i~~t~~e 0~r ttfi:P~~~~dCINEand sf~~: 
automatically when phone is answered. 
Records bolh sides ol phone conversation. 
Stops recorder when phone is hung up. 
This device is not an answering service. 

Super Power:ful 

Wireless Mic 
10 limes more powertul lhan other mies. 
Transmits up to 'I• mile to any FM radio. 
Easy to assemble kil. 15V battery (not incl.) 
Coll (305) 725-1000 or oond $19.95+ $1.00 •hipping.,., 
Item to USI Corp., P.O. Box SF-2052, Melbourne, Fl 32901. 
COD'• accept. For catalog of transmitters, voice scramblers 
and other specialty Items, enclose $2.00 to LISI Corp. 

INTERNATIONAL, domestic financial services and more. I 
work, travel to c;Uent specifications. Passport, (no dope), ma· 
lure, dependable. (303) 486-3367. Try weekdays. (93) 

REllAIUNG: West Germany. $2 includes postage. Confiden
tial forwarding, receiving, holding. Free brochure. TWG, Post
lach 1145, 6460-M, Gelnhausen, West Germany. (1 00) 

DO YOU NEED A BUSINESS ADDRESS for all purposes in 
West Germany? Strictly confidential. Here we are! MANAGE
MENT CONSULTANT M. JUNGHANS, Hermann·Brill, Str. 8, 
D-6200, Wiesbaden. Tel : 06121 -467726. (96) 

MICROBOOKS. Carry 2000 boob in one cubk ft. Survival. 
medical. technical. mililary books and maps on microfil"he. Ca1alo!,! 
and samples $4. C.M.l .C . . Box 5 122. Bcauport. Quebec. GI E 685 . 
Cam11.Ja . (92) 

ADJUSTER Selective, effective. BILL STRINGFELLOW 
(602) 866-8060. (97) 

HBO DESCRAMBLER PLANS .Complete and easily fol
lowed. $3. STEVENS PUBLISHING COMPANY, Dept. SOF. 
Box 20286. Bowling Green, KY 42102-6286. (95) 

AIRCRAFT MAINTENANCE by experienced professionals 
contact THE BOSTON AIRCRAFT GROUP, PO Box 1027, 
Melrose, MA 02176. (95) 

FREE KUNG-FU LESSONS .Guaranteed salislaction. Send 
$1 for postage McLISA, PO Box 1755, Dept. SF85-F, Honolu
lu. HI 96806. (101) 

ARMY SURPLUS AND MORE .Complete line Army surplus. 
gun accessories, knives, police. ninja, and survival supplies. 
Send $1 (refundable) for price list. HUGH WADE"S OAK· 
SHIRE PLACE, Hiway 51 South , Union City. TN 38261 . (901) 
885-6851 . (94) 

VIETNAM LISTING (with free 'Vietnam pholos'") $2. WW 11 
Listing $2. RAY BUNTING'S PHOTOS. Rt 1. Box 154, Milford, 
DE 19963. (99) 

NEW e EXCALIBER 
WAX PELLETS ".. . 

' • No gun powder or loading tools are 
needed. Shotgun primers proV1de the 
power. Pellets and primers are loaded 
into re--usable brass cases with finger· 
pressure only. 

0 
• Accuracy to 25 feet {2Vi"· group) 
• Speed · appro•1matelvhalftheveloc1ty 

of factory ammo. 

Specify cahber: .28 spl 9mm Luger 

45 L.C . . 45 ACP." .380 .41 mag . . 44 mag. 0 
• 500 Wax Pellets w/ 6 cases612.95 
• 1 00 Wax Pellets w / 6 cases $6.00 g 

Prep•id To You 

Send $1.00 for Catalog 

of Special Weapons & Survival Aids. 

M&M EN°TERPRISES 
P.O. Box 64, Dept_ SOF 
Island Lake, IL 60042 

... 

PARACHUTE EQUIPMENT SALE! Static line and freefall pa· 
' rachutes, military and sport containers, reserves. bools. hel· 

mets. Call DAN, (513) 372·6665, 1439 Colorado Drive, Xenia, 
OH 45385. (94) 1 

DIVORCE DIRTY TRICKS. Fight smart! Protect prOperty. Win 
custody you wanl. Sharpest lactics. New 228 pg book $14.9S-. 
Guaranteed. Details 15 cents. EDEN. Box 8410-DD. Fou~lain 
Valley. CA 91728. (98) 

SECRET MAILBOX. Send and receive mail con fidentially. 
Dependable, professional service. Details, long SASE. PRI
VATE POSTMAN, Box 87210(8), San Diego, CA 92138. (96) 

AK-47 & SKS accessories, send $1 plus SASE for list. 
MICHAEL MESMER, 17 Center Crest Drive. Tyngsboro, MA 
01879. (94) 

LOCKSMITHING, general & automolive. Unlimiled informa
tion-$2 (unconditionally refundable if unsatisfied). L.A.N.D
.1.S., 633 Post St.. No. 1048F, San Francisco. CA 94109. (103) 

SOLDIER, BODYGUARD, courier, investigator. name it. 
Qualified and experienced. Have passport. will travel overseas 
or domestic. Hazardous okay. Serious inquiries contact: 
OCCUPANT, PO Box 6235, N. Augusta, SC 29841 . (95) 

GERMAN 2-SIDED camouflage reversible smocks. Exact 
WW II copy, best quality 100% cotton drill mottled pattern; $99. 
Specify over/under 5·1 O'" tall? Postage paid USA/CANADA. 
Postal Money Orders only. Matching reversible pants. hopds. 
M43 field caps, 5 different camouflage pattern, 54·· labrics 
available. 15/22 cent stamps lor illustrated list and samples. B. 
L. O"TOOLE, PO Box 64385. Tacoma 98464 . (206) 565-1951 . 
(97) 

' .... " ,-, 
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•TOP SOLES (lealher( special waler reslSlanl 
• BDTIOM SOLES (Rubber( non-marking Brown. 
•BINDING SYSTEM ('h" Nylon) 1000 lb. lesl Brown. 
•LACES )¥1" Cordun Nylon) 750 lb. teal Brown. 
LENGTHS: 4 to 13V1 Men: 5 to I l'h Women. 

WIDTHS: )NJ Narrow ID Med; (W) Wide ID Med. 
If a pertecl medium. order JN! 

I 

Send: $43. • $2. UPS 

t 1~'Ws' 1Tl:.~d t 
Or for more~nlo & loot 
slzlngahset. wrlle or 

~'gn1 ffi~~ ::~~~::. 
Or phone your favorite 

survival supplier. 
Dealer Inquiries lnviled 

ALP SANDALS 

Write uaual lenglh & wldlh If known. &/or 
sendtraclngof loolwhlle111ndlng. 
NYLON LACES. WEBBING & LEATHER 

ARE GUARANTEED 5 YEARS. 
244 N. HWY. 101 - B 

ENCINITAS. CA 92024 

The Ultimate Hl·Perlormance Openfoolwear1 

VETERAN GUARANTEES most reliable forwardinglremailing 
with lowest rates. Also telephone answering. Why pay more? 
S.A.S.E. to: RKB, PO Box 732, Madison, NJ 07940. 

COMBAT HISTORY ON VIDEO CASSETIE! WW II , Korea, 
Vietnam. Over 70 programs. Free list for SASE. CMI, PO Box 
40461 , Nashville, TN 37204. (96) 

WILD GEESE SELECTION. Customized gold plated emblems 
lor adventurers of distinction. Brochure $1, refundable. THE 
WILD GEESE, Postfach 1145, 6460·B Glenhausen, West Ger
many. (96) 

PLAYING THE SURVIVAL GAME? Genuine issue M-1944 
protective goggles with 2 pair of lenses. $13.95. Low prices, 
fast service! $2 for catalog. MILITEX SALES, PO Box 46499, 
Dept. G, Chicago, IL 60646. 

MERC FOR HIRE: all offers considered, confidE!htial and dis
creet. Send details to: ANDY, PO Box 12612, Huntsville, AL 
35802. (95) 

NEW FULLY ILLUSTRATED practical combat courses. 
Blade: no-nonsense knife combat. Guerrilla tactics. $8.95 
postpaid . Unarmed combat: hard-hitting commando style. 
Deadliest techniques. $10.95 postpaid. Free gitt included! LIB
RA ENTERPRISES, 486(SF) Molima, San Francisco, CA 
94127. 

NEW UPDATED CATALOG every 2 months! The best new 
books on martial arts, weaponry, self-defense, survival and 
revenge! Send $1 to PALADIN PRESS. PO Box 1307-JSO, 
Boulder, CO 80306. (1 07) 

CONFIDENTIAL, DEPENDABLE mail forwarding and remail· 
ing. Free details. Write POSTAL SHOPPE, 369 East 900 
South, Salt Lake City, UT 84111 . 

MILITARY BERETS, American. Black, green, tan. Sizes 7.73;, 
$15. $2 postage. RIVENDALE ENTERPRISES, Suite 330A, 
3017 St. Clair Ave., Burlington, Ontario L 7N-3P5. (93) 

KEVLAR 29/49, fiberglass and graphite fabrics available now 
in small quantities. For information write: HI-PRO-FORM FAB
RICS INC., 962 Devon Drive (S), Newark, DE 19711 . (93) 

COMBAT INFANTRYMAN'S BADGE T-SHIRT! You fought 
for it ; now you can wear it! Class-A size GIB on the lett chest of 
a quality American-made 50-50 white shirt with blue trim. Sizes 
small through XL. From a Vietnam Vet 66-67. Check or money 
order for $8.95 each includes P & H. DOMICILE, PO Box 
402SF, Westport , CT 06881 . (92) 

CONFIDENTIAL mail forwarding service, privacy is our utmost 
concern. For details send SASE to: DJL, Box 510, Varysburg, 
NY 14167. (92) 

KITCHEN IMPROVISED PLASTIC EXPLOSIVES- The 
finest boOk ever on the subject of improvised plastique explo
sives. This manual contains home manufacture of C-4 and 14 
other high-exelosive plastiques. Send $8.50 to: INFORMA· 
TION PUBLISHING CO., Dept. SOF, PO Box 10042, Odessa, 
TX 79767-0042. (96) 
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US ARMY SPECIAL FORCES Medical Handbook-Whether in 
the field or in the home retreat, every survivalist must have this 
book! 4x7, sottcover, illus., 400 pp. Send $17.95 to PALADIN 
PRESS. PO Box 1307-JUR, Boulder, CO 80306. 

ARMING G.I. Practice grenades. 4, 5-second fuses $10. Make 
your own, book $4. FUSE, PO Box 18811, Murtreesboro, TN 
37133.(98) 

"NUKE THE BASTARDS" bumper sticker, $2. P.W., Dept. 
SF, 237 W. Houghton Lake, Drive, Prudenville, Ml 48651 . 

BDU'S-WOODLAND or desert patterns $40 per set; Swat 
black BDU's $42 per set; please add $2 shipping per BOU set; 
AEGON ONE, 508 Jackson Way, Dept. SOF, Carson City, NV 
89701 . 

"GRENADA-AN ISLAND PARADISE ... " T-shirts still only 
$7; Operation Urgent Fury or East Caribbean War Games 
patches-full color-$3 each ; please add $1 postage: AEGON 
ONE, 508 Jackson Way, Dept. SOF, Carson City, NV 89701. 

"SECRET PEN GUN"- .22 cal. , you construct with ordinary 
tools·and materials, very easy to do. Copyrighted, guaranteed. 
Rush now $4.95: PLANS, Box 1650, Carolina, P.R. 00630. 

M-1 CARBINE, AR-15,MINl-14, MAC 10 & 11 , H&K 91 , 
93 & 94, RUGER 10/22, AR-180, UZI, M-1 A, Auto Ordnance 
1927A1 & 1927A5, AP74, AR-7, KG-99, Explorer II, Mini KG-
99M, Savage 980 & 987, Remington 552, FN, FN-FAL, FN
LAR, FNC, KG-99AR, Valmets, Maddis, AKMs, AKSs, & Galils 
owners convert to SELECT FIRE. $1 O for catalog on all above. 
RJL, Dept. TG , Box 82, Clinton Corners. NY 12514.(97) 

Display your BRANCH OF SERVICE! Army·Airforce 
Navy. Marines, A buckle to wear with pride.Youearned 

it ... Handsomely engraved GOLD TONE polished BRASS 
withantiquebackground.$15 75 ppd .add $4.00 if perso
nlized. METAL ARTS® INC. P.O.BOX 194960KLA.CITY.OK 73' 19 

G.I. SURPLUS: A brand-new list of military items (new & 
used), includes clothing, knives, footwear, fieldgear, manuals, 
etc. Send $1 to: THE SUPPLY SERGEANT, 3095 Hwy 20, 
Buford, GA 30518. (93) 

EX-USMC SGT- Jump & Scuba qualified, primary Marks
man Instructor, requires work outside U.S. Work alone or with 
team. Call MICK (916) 383-7799. 

RANDALL KNIVES ••• CUSTOM KNIVES Immediate deliv
ery. No waiting! NORDIC KNIVES has about 300 in stock at all 
times. Glossy color photos of the knives are included with our 
list. List prices are $2 for RANDALL: $2 for CUSTOM, or both 
for $3. We are Honorary members of the Knifemaker's Guild 
and a major dealer for RANDALL-MADE KNIVES. Address 
NORDIC KNIVES, 1634-C4 Copenhagen Drive, Solvang, CA 
93463. Phone (805) 688-3612. (93) 

'TENTl~cPS 56~~~~r: 
rt ft Cf tV~U TRAINING 

•la.~· \Jl" Instruction in all phases 
~1 

1
uUl of securrt & membershi in .,tt IASA. 2'h days or Intensive Aca~my 
Trainin~ by qualified instructors. Certified by Interna

tional Association of Security Agents. 
SEND $2.00 FOR INFORMATION PACKET 

IASA, BOX 45, LONGMONT, CO 80501 

NEW UPDATED CATALOG of unusual books on automatic 
firearms, weaponry, home workshop guns, creative revenge, 
survival plus much more! PALADIN PRESS, PO Box 1307· 
KMV, Boulder, CO 80306. (107) 

BOUNTY HUNTER- here is the business as told by the pro 
himself, Bob Burton. Learn how to get your first job, track a 
fug~ive, arrest and turn him over to the police. $13 ppd, 
5'kx8'.1.!, 136 pages, photos. PALADIN PRESS, PO Box 1307-
JMY, Boulder, CO 80306. 

ADVENTURERS FIELD COURSE~All skills taught, desert
training ops. Tactics, weapons, survivalism. Gear provided. 
Application and information $1. EXPLORERS INTERNA TION
AL, 580 Churchill, Fallon, NV 89406. (93) 

FOR HIRE: 6-year USAF-S.E. Asia Vet. Sharp, knowledge
able professional with diverse background. Personal agent, 
investigation, missing persons, courier, bodyguard, bounty, 
photo, surveillance, etc. Individual or two-man team. All pro
jects considered with utmost discretion and confidentiality. 
DDS, PO Box 50787, Palo Atta, CA 94303. (95) 

EXPLOSIVES MADE EASILY, cheaply from farm fertilizer. 
Blast dugouts, trenches, rocks. Instructions $3. DEFOST, Box 
995, Prince Albert, SK, Canada. S6V-5V6. 

CHINESE TOKAREV PISTOL PARTS. Magazine $20.50. 
Grips; $11.50/pair. Send SASE for list. WESTFIELD EN· 
GINEERING, Dept. SF733, 12077 Wilshire Blvd., Los 
Angeles, CA 90025. 

CLASS THREE WEAPONRY for sale; cheap. {503) 882-2993, 
call after 10 pm. 

SPECIAL HALF-PRICE OFFER 
ONLY 

$~ $14.95 
This fan1asti c miniature electronic device turns any tape 

recorder into a SECRET PHONE BUG that silently and 
automatically records both sides of your telephone 
conversation! Connects any cassette tape recorder to your 
telephone anywhere along the phone line. Automatically 
starts tape recorder when phone is picked up, records both 
sldes of phone conversa1ion with crystal clarfty, then turns 
recorded off when phone is hung up! Includes all attach· 
ments . Completely self.contained unit never needs 
batteries! Not to be used for surveillance . ALSO , ou r 
giant catalogue of laser weapons, survei llance devices. and 
much more is included FREE with every order! 100% 
MONEY-BACK GUARANTEE. Send$14.95 + 2.25 
shipping ($17.20) to: UNIVERSAL ELECTRONICS, 
Dept. FSS, 15015 Ventura Blvd., Ste. # 1653, Sherman 
Oaks, CA 91403. Or send $2.00 for giant catalogue! 

ARMOURED VEHICLES FOR SALE: Tanks, armoured per
sonnel carriers, trucks, and jeeps. WAR EAGLE · ENTER· 
PRISES, 117'k W. Glenn Ave., Auburn, AL 36380. (205) 887-
6917. (93) 

VIETNAM VET, "2nd place" polo shirt, 100% cotton, pre
shrunk 1st class mail, $9.50. J&C THOMPSON, PO Box 703, 
Cadillac, Ml 49601. 

NINJA COVERT ENTRY- Enter unseen or heard. Be one 
with Shadow Warriors, with this manual; $12.50 plus $2.50. 
Catalog; $1.75. STOCKARD, 5718 N. Winthrop, Sutte 609, 
Chicago, IL 60660. · 

SMOKY MOUNTAIN KNIFE WORKS has over 1 million 
knives and cutlery items at wholesale prices. $2 gets you our 
giant catalog by first class mail. THE KNIFE CATALOG, PO 
Box 714SOF, Sevierville, TN 37862. 

TIMED EXPLOSIVE DEVICE- Simple, Illustrated instruc
tions. Hardware- hobby store materials, includes plans for 
timer, improvised detonator, charge; $5. Free price list for other 
plans including improvised boobytraps, mines etc. Immediate 
delivery. DLUGOSZ, Box 364, Lorain, OH 44052. 

GRUPO DE ACCION EXTREMA-Saldar las cuentas con los 
enemigos de Vd. JOE GREEN, PO Box 31991 , Raleigh, NC 
27622-1991, USA. (94) 

EX-MARINE, VIETNAM VET seeks high-risk, short-term 
work. Complete discretion assured and expected. PO BOX 
A3704, Chicago, IL 60690. 

RIGHT/LEFT/, RED/BLACK. Address directory of World 
Communist and Nazi Parties, publications. Hundreds listed. 
$10 cash. "Know your enemy". MICHAEL SEATON, 3617 
South 46th Street, Greenfield, WI 53220.(95) 

FIREWORKS- Firecrackers, Rockets, Roman Candles , 
mueh morel Low Prices. Highest Quality. Shipped year-round 
to all states. Illustrated catalog- $1 . EAGLE FIREWORKS, 
Dept. 30, Box 800, Clackamas, OR 97015. (104) 

EUROPEAN COMPANY, for anyone who needs specialized 
personnel. Discretion guaranteed. PO BOX 9158, 3506 GD 
Utrecht, HOLLAND. (93) 

PROFESSIONAL FOR HIRE: Weapons Specialist, Jungle 
Warfare, Pilot, Highly Skilled Individual or Teams- Discreet and 
confidential, any assignments, US and overseas. WSG, (404) 
662-9678. (95) 

~7' _ • • Your spirit of adventure, danger, and 
~ :.. ~·~- ... ~elf reliance can lead you to an excit· : .... J.I\.~ mg career opportunity. Solve myster· 
· ... . · •• , : d\,it,\.; ies, .bring criminals -lo j ustice, protect 
USE ~~· the innocent. Experts guide you every 
SECRET step of the way. Men and women 
EQUIPMENT needed to work in challenging situa-
~::r,1a :,1:~C:t. ~tions, withstanding hardships, 
lflekaaa r. .. , .... •. l•I make on the spot decisions. 
:::~~~';':.':. ~,.•,:;.. ~am th~ latest. investiga-
Nltltt Ice::•· A.1~111111 l ave techniques using speciaJ 
~~C';.!w. -Pia .ell, law enforcement equ~pment 

. . . the same eqwpment 
used by the FBI, the CIA, and the Secret Service. Start your 
own investigative agency . Save up to 25% and more on all 
equipment . Send for free details. 

Appro.ed by Co/If. Dtpt. of PMb//c /11J1n«:t. 

r THE ROUSE SCHOOL of Special Oelective Training , 
DEPT. SF506, P.O. Box 25750, Santa Ana, CA 92799 

I Rush me your "Detective" Career Kit-No salesman will call. I 
I NI At•-1 IAHNa I 
L ~~11~ - - - - - - - - - - - ;,, 
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FREE VIETNAM CATALOG- Tapes, Flags, Documents, 
more- enclose 20 cent stamp to: BIEN HOA PRODUCTIONS, 
Box 56, Dept. SF-9, Fayetteville, AR 72702. 

JERKY---lDEAL SURVIVAL FOOD. Simple, delicious, nutri
tious. Nevada prospector secret recipe. Send $1 and SASE to 
TJE, Box 50141-B, Reno, NV 89513. (94) 

FRENCH FORIEGN LEGION: T-Shirt. Exact Repro. of origin
al, 7 flamed grenade with Legion Entranger, white on forest 
green. $8.50 cash or MO to: VITO, 446 Hackensack Street, 
Carlstadt, NJ 07072. (93) 

OWN YOUR OWN MOUNTAIN CAMPSITE. 20 miles from 
Reno, Nevada. THIS IS NOT A TIMESHARE. Only $300 each. 
In 100 mountainous acres. GEMINI WILDERNESS, 1355 N. 
McCarran, Reno, NV 89512. (97) 

BRITISH MILITARIA COLLECTORS. Regimental Insignia 
Sets, Blazer Crests, Ties and Wall Plaques of Elite British 
Regiments SAS, RAF, Para etc. Scottish Clan Blazer Crets & 
nes. Selected Weaponry. Import Catalog $2. BRITISH RE
GALIA IMPORTS, PO Box 50473, Nashville, TN 37205. (94) 

AIRBORNE/ELITE BOOKS our specialty. Also, Vietnam 
material. List $1. THE BATIERY PRESS, INC., PO Box 
3107C, Uptown Station. Nashville. TN 37219. (93) 

FEMALE TRAINED under Viet Nam Special Forces Veteran. 
Desire European assignment. Specialty Intel. observation 
35mm photography. PO BOX 77, Clifton, OH 45316. 

SURVIVAL TRAINING COURSE needs help with funds and 
equipment. Wanna help? Write to: l.M. RICE. PO Box 804, 
Peralta, NM 87042. 

HAVE A CONFIDENTIAL Virginia mailing address. EDD, 300 
Plume Street, Norfolk, VA 23510. 

FOR HIRE Short term, high risk, 4-man team, fully experi
enced, diverse backgrounds. Contact: BILLY (916) 927-8029 
after 6 pm. 

CAMOUFLAGE CIGARETTE LIGHTER- lightweight, works 
on butane $12. Camouflage water-resistant nylon wallet $5. 
Camouflage quartz wristwatch $9. Send CK or MO to: LOMAR 
ENTERPRISES, PO Box 66, Yonkers, NY 10704. Postal MO 
lmmed. Delivery. 

SURVIVAL KNIFE: with 6" 2-sided blade, one saw-tooth edge 
the other smooth, compass/butt unscrews from handle, Inside 
saw, matches, fishing supplies; with sheath and stone, $24.95. 
SCOTI WHOLESALE SUPPLY, PO Box 16863, Ft. Lauder
dale, FL 33318. (93) 

EAST GERMAN Communist "Ausweis" Cards in Russian/ 
German with Soviet seal. Unissued, room for photo. Origin 
unknown. $6, no personal checks. D. EWING, Box 993, Mont
pelier, VT 05602. (93) 

CONNECTS ANYWHERE ON LINE 
MONITORS AND 'JESTS, OR MAKES CAllS 

MADE OF RUGGED. NON-REFLECTIVE B!ACK RUBBER 
· WithShipptng& lns. Paid 

$85 CASH. CHECK, MONEY ORDER 
VISA/ MASTERCARD ' 

Al.SO AVAllABl.Eo 
· Send card nu mber and expiration date 

• Banety powered PiekJ Phones • Sound powt>red Field Phones 
• Telephones and &oks on T eJephones 

CATALOG: Sl.00 (U.S.) 
V t ~ t-Amert< an" 

109 Fire Lane , N. Cape May, NJ 08204 

EARN BIG BUCKSI Great new concept. Free information. 
Send stamped, self addressed envelope to: HOMEWORKER, 
Box 367, Vacherie, LA 70090. (95) 

MERCENARIES WANTED: Are you a military veteran, or 
experienced in the areas of security, investigative, bodyguard 
or mercenary? Then the IMA is for you. The IMA is a world
wide organization composed of some of the world 's best spe
cialists. Our organization is dedicated to helping professionals 
obtain employment. $20 membership · fee covers lifetime 
fraternity membership. 1 year active employment file, and cer
tificate for framing. no obligation. IMA, Box 232, Shrewsbury, 
PA 17361 . (97) 

PLAYING THE SURVIVAL GAME? Genuine issue M-1944 
protective goggles with 2 pair of lenses, $13.95. Low prices, 
fast service I $2 for catalog (refundable with 1st order). 
MILITEX SALES, PO Box 46499, Dept. -G, Chicago, IL 60646. 

OUR CONCEALABLE "SECURITY BELT" protects against 
cash and document losses. Made in USA of strong quality 
fabric. Designed for concealment. Total security. Just $7.95 
ppd. Guaranteed. PARA-SEW MANUFACTURING, PO Box 
184, Roseville, Ml 48066. 

"ANIMAL REPELLANTS" . Guaranteed obnoxious scents. 
Send SASE for product description and price list. ON THE 
NOSE, PO Box 1588, San Pedro, CA 90731. 
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5Dr1fi1fal 1st. 
Field Survival Hollow Handle Knife 
with Survival Kit ......... . . $17.95 
10th Inches overall with sheath 

:'. Urban Survival I Wallet Push Knife
for those unexpected 

· encounters! 
440 Stainless Steel 

with wallet sheath .......... $14.95 
lf-SEND CHECK OR MONEY ORDER plus 

$2.00 Shipping lo: 
G.I. Lid. 
33 Wlnrock Center, Suite 501 
Albuquerque, N.M. 87110 

• RESTRICTIONS MAY APPLY. CHECK LOCAL LAWS. 
Free catalogue with order or send $2.00 
for catalogue of martial arts weapons. 

WELDING POWER , similar to Thermite, bums at 4,000 de
grees Farenheit to melt, weld, cast and cut holes through steel. 
$20 per liter with igniter and freight inciuded. ALLOYS OF NEW 
HAMPSHIRE, Box 248, Merrimack, NH 03054. 

COURIER FOR HIRE. Experienced. Discreet. Dignified. Spe
cializing In serving the needs of European and Asian business
men. Non-<lestructlve only. Professional expertise, appear
ance and dependablllty at professional rates. MICHAEL, 352-
1755 Robson, Vancouver, BC Canada V6G-1 C9. 

SGT. BUTCH CORSETTI USMC has died. Anyone who 
served with him contact J.S. DEER WILMONT, Court RD7, 
Hopewell Junction, NY 12533. 

TEARGAS " WRISTWATCH"- CN type (military strength), 
Teargas dispenser, looks like innocent wristwatch: $17.95 to: 
MEGATRON, Box 1522A, Melville', NY 11747. 

FIREWORKS BOOK- Describes how they are made. Sold 
for information only. Softcover 8x11 11.! manual, 40 pages, 
$5.95 ppd. ; BOB ALLEN, Box 146, Willow Grove, PA 19090. 

T-SHIRT, Hat, Airborne Wings; "Death From Above" shirt 
$8.50, Hat $5.95, postpaid check to: SSP, PO Box 5017, 
Springfield, VA 22150 

FIREWORKS: Free selected Class "C" price list, shipped 
year-round. NEW ENGLAND FIREWORKS UNLIMITED, PO 
Box 3504-F, Stamford, CT 06905. (95) 

EXPENDABLE AIRCRAFT! (Not ultralight kites) I Fast Boats I 
UNBELIEVABLE ADAPTABILITIES, use imagination/INEX
PENSIVE (truthfully)! I fabricate quickly er need on site from 
common materials! Durable! Workable, proven designs! 
JACKSON, (602) 385-4737. (94) 

CONCEALED WEAPONS: The highest-quality items avail
able today, discount and guaranteed. Send SASE to 
MICHAEL'S, Box 3056; Woburn, MA 01888. 

FREE CATALOG of finest, new current-issue US military 
equipment and uniforms. WILD BOYS, PO Box 99273, Stock
ton, CA 95209. 

COMPLETE US MILITARY parachute system; ready to jump! 
28' 7TU tri-color, steerable main with R3 main releases and 24' 
reserve. $275 postpaid UPS. Write: BLA TI, 2160 4th Street, 
Suite 125, Oroville ., CA 95965. 

"FREEDOM FIGHTER'S MANUAL" English and Spanish
language edition of the Infamous CIA sabotage manual for 
harassing the communist government In Nicaragua. This is the 
manual In comic book format which "contains more-tangible 
tips for insurgency and resistance" according to SOF, Febru
ary, 1985, page 95. Book-quality reprint (not cheat photocopy). 
$3 pp. GEORGE LIU, 2000 Center Street, Room 100, Ber
keley, CA 94704. 

THE WOLF is taking on new contracts. Will consider all situa
tions. WOLF (305) 773-5118. (94) 

GO BACK TO HANOI, Jane Fonda ... and stay there! Bumper 
stickers, $3 each. P.A.F., Box 62, Brownfield, TX 79316. (94) 

ITALIAN STILETTOS! Here's one for your collection. 13" 
overall, 6" polished-steel blade, posttive front lock, dark handle 
only, $18.95. 9" overall stiletto, polished-steel blade, positive 
front lock, dark or white handles, $10.95. Include $2 postage 
and handling. DUFFY ENTERPRISES, PO Box L, Dept. SF7, 
Bayville, NJ 08721. (94) 

HICKORY SMOKED BONE---lN HAMS averaging 17 lbs. 
$51 .95 delivered: mail check to MICHAEL MERSKI, 119 West 
11th, Bristow, OK 74010. 

VIETNA~ESIGNED PRODUCT~ hats, shirts, sweat
shirts, etc. SASE for brochure. AND, can custom make for your 
organization/ D & G, PO Box 12105, Columbus, GA 31907. 

NEED PROTECTION? 2 new Jeep Wagoneers ARMOURED 
to defeat 7.62 NATO round. Offers high protection with look of 
luxury vehicle. Many EXTRAS. $85,000 REDUCED to $62,000 
and will reduce more. For more information: SOUTHGATE 
MOTORS, INC., 607 West Housatonic St., Pittsfield, MA 
01201. (413) 442-2716. All replies confidential. 

GUN FOR HIRE. All work taken seriously. Discreet and con
fidential. Short or long term. Contact GARY, 1100 W. Lake Rd .. 
Conesus, NY 14435 or call (716) 243-0214 after 9 pm dally. 

WANTED: sponsors for 3 N. Vietnamese escapes, now in 
Thailand. Write J.R., 1524 N. Hobart B-6, Los Angeles, CA 
90027. 

POLICE CAPS & T-SHIRTS- Largest selection city, state, 
federal official insignias. Free brochure-send sett-addressed 
stamped envelope. SQUADRON SUPPLY CO., PO Box 
28038, Baltimore, MD 21239. 

HOUSEBOY WANTED FOR FORMER OFFICER, recent 
Marine "boot" training required, any discharge eonsidered, 
dependable, temperate: BOX 15911, Honolulu, Hawaii 96815. 

DALE: How about letting me know you're safe? BETIY, PO 
Box 180982, Austin, TX 78718-0982. 

CUSTOM IMPRINTED CAPS-- We print anything/ No mini
mums/ Free brochure. CUSTOM CAP CO., Box 341B, West
minster, MD 21 157. (95) 

INFORMATION ON EVERYTHING is avajlable to you from 
one source: weapons systems, explosives, mercenary activi
ties, remalling services, surv!)illance and more. Write for free 
information or send $5 for prompt service. THE ABORIGINE 
ENTERPRISE, Box 274, Ft. Polk, LA 71459. 

MILITARY SURPLU~ Chemlcallblological warfare equip
ment, military clothing, equipment, decorations. Self addres
sed stamped (39 cents), envelope for catalog. JR SALES, Box 
4253F, Lancaster, CA 93539-4253. 

LIFE-SAVING SURVIVAL TRAINING: Wilderness, home, 
nuciear, civil disorder, natural disaster, para-milltary-Enclose 
$2 for brochure. INFINITY SURVIVAL CENTER, Rt. 10, Box 
524, Columbia, MO 65202. ATIN: BAC SI. (93) 

NATURAL ANTI-BIOTIC. Maintain excellent health in the 
field . Bee Propolis Is fantastic; Staying healthy is survival! 
$21.95; 60 tablets, 500 mg. High-desert products. RICH
CREEK, Box 361 , Beaverton, OR 97005. 

S.A.S. GENUINE ISSUE BERET with insignia $22.95. Royal 
.Marine Commando Beret with insignia $22.95. Parachute 
Regiment Beret with Insignia $22.95. Foreign Legion Para
chutist Green with winged Dagger Insignia $20.95. Due soon 
Selous Scouts Beret with insignia $35.95. British D.P.M. Com
bat Cap with Peak, $12.95. All Headdresses are 100% original. 
Send $2 for illustrated catalog of other insignia available to: 
ANDREW BUTLER INSIGNIA, 10 Chatham Street, Rarns
gate, Kent, England. Tel 843-602987. 

100% GENUINE CURRENT ISSUE Russian Army Belt and 
· buckle. Guaranteed original $37.95 Incl P&P From England's 

fastest growing exporter of militaria to the Untted States. Send 
$2 for illustrated catalog to: ANDREW BUTLER INSIGNIA, 10 
Chatham Street, Rarnsgate, Kent, England. Tel 843-602987. 

UNKNOWN LANDING STRIP within 2 hours drive Los 
Angeles: 2 months option $5000 ; purchase 275 acres 
$195,000. (213) 735-5464. . 
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LATEST MODEL 6 SHOT 

ITALIAN AUTOMATIC TEAR GAS GUN 

l11LY $700 
POSTPAID 

Fires 22 cal. tear 

~~lid'';,,~\~ ~gig;A clip .p' 

• fed. Rapid firing. vvi th in
structions & free cleaning rod. 
For self- prote ction, theatre; dog 
training, sports. P urchaser must 
be over 21. lv1on e y back quarcmtee. ";,:hi~,~~10 

WESTBURY SALES c·o. c.iuom•. 
P.0.BOX 434, Dept. TA-6-SF, Westbury, New York 11590 

PRIVACY- Confidential, reliable remailing. Street addres5, 
phone number, shopping services, etc. available. SUPERIOR 
SERVICES, PO Box 591, Slidell, LA 70459. 

SPECIAL FORCES, Ranger, Airborne Unit Coins, Decals, 
Flashes. 40 cents in stamps for list. PHILLIPS MILITARY SUR
PLUS, 121 West Monticello, Brookhaven, MS 39601. 

BULLETPROOFING! "Body Armor/Shirts", plans, fabric 
sources; $3.95. "Harden Homes". Cheap technique (plus port
ables, gates); $6.95. "Bulletproofing g lass"; $2.95. ALL 
THREE $12.951 ALLIED, Box 41323FH, Phoenix, AZ. 85080. 

BEST GUN DEALER KIT. Trainer, instructions, applications, 
wholesalers, discounts, laws; $5 (refundable). ALLIED, Box 
41323FN, Phoenix, AZ. 85080. 

50,000 MAPSI Intelligence, military, travel, topos, quads. 
Everyplace! $3 (refundable) I ALLIED, Box 41323FO, Phoenix, 
AZ. 85080. 

VIETNAM WAR MAPS. 15 B&W maps manual, $3.95. 
ALLIED, Box 41323FG, Phoenix, AZ. 85080. 

SURVIVAL MAPS MANUAL 43 USA attack, fallout, earth
quake, plague, etc., $7.95. ALLIED, Box 41323FK, Phoenix, 
AZ. 80580. 

SURVIVOR'S HANDBOOK! 60 parts; real war/disaster/de- , 
tense/survival skills! Illustrated, simplified. $12.95. ALLIED, 
Box 323FJ, Phoenix, AZ. 85080. 

COMBAT COLLEGE. Survive/win in battle. Sample, course 
listings, catalog $3 (refundable). Certificate. ALLIED, Box 
41323FT, Phoenix, AZ. 85080. 

AGENT ORANGE MAP FREEi Send SASE. ALLIED, Box 
41323FP, Phoenix, AZ. 85080. 

FOR HIRE: Ex-Marine, qualified in scuba, clandestine opera
tions, guerrilla warfare, jungle, desert, and arctic tactics. 
Weapons and demo expert. Will travel. No job too dangerous if 
pay is right. All serious offers considered. Principals only, 
discretion assured and expected. NOMAD, PO Box 37035, 
Maple Heights, OH 44137. 

SILENCER SECRETS REVEALED- Informative technical 
data and detailed drawings on the operating principles of hand
gun and rifle silencers. Only $5 from: HEINZ KESSLER & 
COMPANY, Siiencers and Firearms, Ltd., PO Box 2181, Dept. 
SF-5, Union, NJ 07083 USA. 

G.I. DOG TAGS $4.50 ppd. 2 tags & 2 chains 24" & 4". 4 lines 
and 15 spaces per line, print clearty. 2 tag silencers $1, check 
or money order. WORLDWIDE MDSE, INC., PO Box 577, Fox 
Lake, IL 60020. 

PRIVATE INVESTIGATOR- Become an independent inves
tigator for a legitimate agency, send $24.95 to RICHARD BILD
STEIN, PO Box 5222, Philadelphia, PA 19141 , for your 
credentials and handbook. 

MAN FOR HIRE: prison guard from Illinois, will
0

do courier and 
some bounty hunting. All offers considered. Retainer plus ex
penses. Passport available. FLY, PO Box 402,Lochport, IL 
60441-402. I . 

BARGAIN BOOKS. Wortd War II, Vietnam, Civil War, more. 
Free listings. CONQUEST BOOKS, 838 Braeslde Road, Balti
more, MD 21229. 

BALLISTIC FACEGUARD. 20 layers of Kevlar protection, with 
a reinforced open eyeslot. Stops .45 auto hardball, yet weighs 
only 28 oz. $125 cash or money order postpaid. Information $1. 
Kevlar test sample $8. FRANSE, PO Box 3347, Boulder, CO 
80307. 

BUMPER STICKER PRINTING DEVICE. Cheap, simple, port
able. Free details. BUMPER, PO Box 22791 (ABM), Tampa, 
FL 33622. 
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FOR HIRE: high-risk contracts confidential. All serious in
quiries answered immediately. Write PO BOX 16215, Chicago, 
IL 60616. 

NINJA TOOLS-- authentic weaponry hand-crafted by certi
fied Ninja Black Belt Instructor. Send $1 for catalog to: SCOR
PION ENTERPRISES UNLIMITED, PO Box 774, Tucker, GA 
30085-0774. 

"TRIVIA GAME CARDS lor Adventurers. All questions 
weapons/survival oriented. For use alone or compatible with 
existing gameboards. Send $19.95 to: VENTURE CORPORA
TION, PO Box 42722-R, Philadelphia, PA 19101." 

SPIKED DOG COLLARS. Doubled, riveted, 6-9 oz. leather. 
Send neck size and $14 plus $1 postage to: WILLI DOG, Box 
24001, San Bernardino, CA 92406. 

EXECUTIVE POSITION: forceful person to handle collectiion 
and security; temporary or career opportunity. Send resume 
and income requirement to: CHAIRMAN, Personal, PO Box 
110115, Artington, TX 76007. 

GET THE TRUTH about (Hanoi) Jane Fonda from Vietnam 
vets. $5. ARC-LIGHT ENTERPRISES, Box 3339, Redondo 
Beach, CA 90277. 

LC-1 ALICE PACKS, U.S. issue medium pack w/ straps 
NEW $35. A.H.A., Box 21606, Denver.CO 80221. 

BRmSH MILITARY SUPPLY, latest listing of uniforms, equip
ment, berets & insignia $1. B.M.S .. Box 21606, Denver, CO 
80221. 

FRENCH CAMOUFLAGE UNIFORMS, current issue "Lizard" 
pattern camo 4-pocket jacket & pants NEW condition ONLY 
$65 size medium, large and X-large. A.H.A., Box 21606, De
nver, CO 80221. 

M-33 BASEBALL HANDGRENADES, latest U.S. Issue w/ 
moving parts $8, MK2 pineapple grenades $7.50. A.H.A., Box 
21606, Denver, CO 80221. 

RUSSIAN NAVAL AIRBORNE BERETS, original Black Beret 
& Insignia only $21. A.H.A., Box 21606, Denver, CO 80221. 

TIGER STRIPE CAMO BERETS, as worn by Elite Forces in 
Vietnam $18. A.H.A., Box 21606, Denver, CO 80221 . 

FANTASTIC SPACE-AGE 
ELECTRONICS 

LASER WEAPONS, INVISIBLE 
PAIN-FIELD GENERATORS, MORE .. . 

.survlval writer dlscovers .. . secret 
sources for laser pistols, listening devices, 
ultrasonic pain field generators, paralyzing 
self-defense protectors, true I. R. see-in-the
dark viewers, ~bsolute security systems, bug 
detectors, voice scramblers, micro-trans
mitters, electronic tracki n g devices, u l tr~
sophlsticated detection and surveillance equip
ment , police broadcast unscramblers, many 
more too "hot" to print. Send $2.00 for giant 
catalogue (get $2.00 credit) To; 
UNIVERSAL ELECTRONICS, Dept. F-6 
15015 Ventura Blvd., Ste. # 1653, Sherman Oaks, 
CA 91403 

TIGER STRIPE JUNGLE FATIGUES, new issue 4 pocket 
jacket & 6 pocket pants, with reinforced elbows, knees, & seat 
$50 per suij. A.H.A., Box 21606, Denver, CO 80221. 

FRENCH FOREIGN LEGION BERETS, current issue Maroon 
Beret & Insignia ONLY $21. A.H.A., Box 21606, Denver, CO 
80221. 

NEED TOTAL MAIL PRIVACY? Complete personal/business 
-service. Many privacy services/products. Write! SMS-SF5, 
Box 3179, Tempe, AZ. 85281. (96) 

INVESTIGATOR, SPECIAL OPERATIVES, Bounty Hunting. 
All jobs considered. ELDON, PO Box 53, Downing, MO 63536. 

IMPORT-EXPORT a home business or a great side business 
for adventurers. Details. BIRDCO, Box 1249-SF, Chiefland, FL 
32626. 

AREWORKS, BUY DIRECT. Send $1 for a color catalog to: 
ACE FIREWORKS, PO Box 221 , Dept. F, Conneaut, OH 
44030. (103) 

NEED MONEY? CREDITll Signature loans now available by 
mail. From $500 to $25,000. ALL ELIGIBLE, no red tape, NO 
CREDIT CHECK, for details and application RUSHI $1 to EIE, 
Box 60707-F, Washington, DC 20039. (94) 

UP TO $500,000 REWARD: The US Government pays re
wards for information. For statutes and explanations prepared 
by a fonmer Federal Agent/Attorney. Send $12.95 to LE.A.A., 
Law Enforcement Assistance Advisory, 100 South Wacker, 
PO Box 2574, Chicago, IL 60606. (94) 

FOR HIRE: Ex-Paratrooper, team leader (long range patrol), 
rangers (instructor), 3 tours Viet Nam, scuba, seeks employ
ment in related field. Will train-lead-organize. Preference given 
to Central America or will consider Body Guard/Courier Ser
vice. Not a cowboy! Send phone number or details. Passport. 
Bondable. Principals onlyl CROSSBOW, Box 15424, Colora
do Springs, CO 80935. (102) 

New Release 

AIR WAR 
GRENADA 

by Stephen Harding 
T he first published comprehensive look at the 

air action of the October 1983 invasion of the 
Caribbean island of Grenada. 

11" x 81/2' format, 64 pages, over 50 photos, 
nine pages inside color, softbound. 

$6.95 + $1.25 postage 

P ICTORIA L HISTORIES PUBLISHING CO. 
713 South Third Missoula, MT 59801 

TREASURE EXPEDITIONS: Share risks and riches. Men and 
women needed now. Contact: FORTUNE'S OWN, PO Box 
93E, Munising, Ml 49862. (93) 

RHODESIAN/SOUTH AFRICAN War Bool<s unobtainable in 
USA. Wrtte: GALAGO PUBLISHING, PO Box 404, Alberton 
1450, South Africa, for free catalog. (96) 

ZIP GUN PLANS, build with simple tools and parts. 22 pen, 
9MM, 45, 12 gauge, and 7.62 carbine. $3 each or $2 for 2 or 
more. ZIP, Box 25674, Cleveland, OH 44125. 

DON'T DIE WITHOUT A WILLI We'll send you complete kit, 
legai guide, documents, forms. $6.95, 2 kits $11.95. CONSUL
TORS, Box 6589-H3, Denver, CO 80206. 

HAVING CREDIT PROBLEMS? Get MasterCard, others with 
NO credit check. Guaranteed! Simple, legal, "Personal Credit 
Plan" $14.95. "Credit/CONSULTORS", Box 6589-H4, De
nver, CO 80206. 

EX-ARMY RANGER. Advisor, Instructor, special operations. 
Seeking dangerous, active work in Central America. Have 
train¢ soldiers from several latin countries. Expert qualifica
tions. T. DAVIS, 51413 Hwy. 6 & 24, No. 34, Glenwood 
Springs, co 81601. 

CONFEDERATE FLAGS, 3 ft X 5 ft. Heavyweight cotton, fast 
colors. Metal grommets, $21 each. REUBEN JENKINS, Box 
2064-SOF, Columbus, GA 31902. 

FREE Milltary, SurVival book catalog. Best titles on exotic 
weapons, survival, sniping, silencers, improvised weaponry 
and much more. J. FLORES, Box 14-B, Rosemead, CA 91770. 

FIREBASE RIPCORD VETS: Writer needs information, 
memories, etc .. for book on July 1970 battle. Contact: JIM 
FAIRHALL, 24 Fenwick St., Greenlawn, NY 11740. 

1TANT0-8Y COLD STEEL, 111/4'' of what is ranked as one of 
the world's fiercest close-quarter combat weapons. Nationally 
advertisedat$129.95. Buynowfor$1 10plus$2shipplng. THE 
SURVIVOR'S EDGE, Box 16050-02, Shawnee, KS 66203. $2 
US (refunded with order), for illustrated price list. (95) 

SMOKE GENERA TING DEVICES and other essential pro
ducts for survivalists. Largest most complete selection of fresh 
smoke candles, bombs, pots, grenades. Smoke generating 
capacities from 4000 to 50000 cubic feet. Also flare guns, 
meteor and parachute flares, milltary knives, teargas aerosols, 
shock prods, steel whips, bull-whips, exotic information, elec
tric ignitors, throwing knives, handcuffs, straight razors, 
machetes, commano saws, walking sticks, blowguns, water 
purifiers, bionic ear, and much, much more. Send $2 (refund
able with order) for catalogue. SfGNUS, Box 33712-K1, 
Phoenix, AZ. 85067. 

BRASS KNUCKS-- Brass paperweights, polished. Sarne as 
famous knuckles. $8 prepaid. THE TARGET SHOP, Box SOF, 
Collins, GA 30421 . 

MILITARY VEHICLE books on WW 2 and modem tanks 
jeeps, milltary trucks. Huge selection. 3 stamps or $1 for 32 
page catalog. PORTRAYAL PRESS, Box 1913E, Bloomfield, 
NJ 07003. (93) 

FREE BROCHURE- l~e selection of Police Caps, FBI, 
SWAT, K-9, CIA etc. Also custom printing available. z
MARKETING CO., Box 472-A, Elmont, NY 11003-0472. 

AREWORKS: large selectiion, excellent quality. Free ship
ping, information, price list $2. B & D FIREWORKS, PO Box 
545, East Lyme, CT 06333. 

LEARN GUN REPAIR 
I 

EARN EXTRA MONEY - VA ~PROVED! 
Please RUSH FREE lacls on tow I can become a~~· 

I 
prolessronal_gunsrrulh lhe QUICK easy home sludy . I 
way No Oblrgallon. No sal~man wrll call. _, '- ., 

I 
NAME AGE r , '.

0 

1 ADDRESS , '. · , 

I CITY STATE ZIP .'1 . ::[ I 
llODERN OUN IEPAll SCHOOi., dlpt. 1111'115 Mail Today! 
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EX-MARINE, Nam Vet, speak Russian, Spanish, Viet· 
namese. Outside US only. STUART, PO Box 3952, Lawrence, 
KS 66044. 

KNIVES, BLOWGUNS, Martial Arts. Now available at 
wholesale prices. Large illustrated catalog. $2 refundable wilh 
order. SPECIAL CUTLERY, 1104 Lee, Dept. SF, Des Plaines, 
IL 60016. (94) 

STEINER MIUTARY- Marine binoculars, soopes designed 
for NATO Forces. 15 x 80 and 7 x 50 models with integrated 
compass and range finder. Lowest prices. Call (616) 343·8069 
or send $1 for complete catalog and prices. REC OPTICS, 905 
W. Kilgore, Portage.Ml 49008. (94) 

ROLEX WATCHES, also Houer, Breitling, Chronosport, 
Seiko, all types of divers, timers, flight watches. Very competi· 
live prices. Call (616) 343-8069. (94) 

PILOTS, PATRIARCHES subscribe to The American Free
dom Fighter. A monthly magazine devoted tothe preservation 
and pro1ection of America and our freedom by the use of armed 
civilian aircraft, radios, vehicles, shelt8fS, etc. 1985 subscrip
tion, 12 issues, $15 or $20 ovtlfS88S. THE AMERICAN FREE· 
DOM FIGHTER, &-.. \~1. "an\son, AR 72602. (94) 

.. UTARY ANO MARTIAL ARTS Catalog $Hor P&H. Free 
gift sent with catalog. THE SEA BAG, 4523 E. Wondertake 
Drive, Wondertake, IL 60097. (94) 

WANTED: Mideast employment by Army trained Sam techni· 
clan. JR Wilber, Box 360, Belleville, KS 66935. (913) 527· 
5076. (94) 

BULLET PROOF VEST ou18fWear. Call or write for free details 
and Information. BODY ARMOUR PROTECTION, 314 W. 
53rd St., NY NY 10019. (94) 

PRIVATE MAIL and Answering Serlvce. For the professional 
pernon on the move who wishes to remain unknown and needs 
a particular service: daily sorting and forwarding, copy service, 
and clipping. It pays notto miss a phone cail or a letter. Phones 
manned 24 hours for the convenience of our customers. 
Monthly malling list upon request. If you feel you need a service 
such as this contact DEBBIE at (615) 436-9785 (Day) or (615) 
436-4335 (Night), or write: DEBBIE, Al 2, Box 682 Village 
Loop Road, Gatlinburg, TN 3n38. (97) 

CONCEALED WEAPONS- contemporary products for an 
urban environment. Mail a SASE for free catalog. MICHAEL'S 
SHOP, Box 3056, Woburn, MA 01888. (94) 

CLARKSON'S NO CHECKS, Financial privacy, the only effec
tive way. Procedural guidebook on How to Get Out of Banking 
with details, forms and simple explanation, $5. 515 CONCORD 
AVE., Anderson, SC 29621. (94) 

" PARAL VZER"-A hand held chemical weapon also used by 
police and military. 5 year guarantee, and " repulse" rape 
deterrent easily concealed, non-violent. For Information write: 
WILLIAM 0 . GREEN, 242 Waterman Ave., No. 74A, N. Provi· 
dence, RI 02911. (94) 

GUN FOR HIRE: 37 year old professional mercenary desires 
jobs. V'191nam Ve1eran. Discrete and very private. Body guard, 
courier, and other special skills. All jobs considered. Phone 
(615) 436-9785 (days) or (615) 436-4335 (nigh1s), or write: Rt. 
2, Box 682 Village Loop Road, Gatlinburg, TN 3n38. (97) 

FULL,AUTO RUGER 10·22 

Conversion plans, Mtrls. Incl., Com· 
plete in 1·hour, Simple and Reliable, 
$10, E. Sweat, 612 E. LaPlata St., Far
mington, N.M. 87401. 

REGULATION INSIGNIA: All military branches and police. All 
genuine. Over 1000 Items including rank, wings, badges, miml· 
ature medals. NASA patches. Catalog $2: add $1 tt 1st class 
malling desired. KAUFMAN'S ARMY NAVY GOODS, Dept. 
A·506, 1660 Eubank NE, Albuquerque, NM 87112. (95) 

CAMOUFLAGE COLLECTlON CATALOG - 32 pages: $1 . 
Jackets, pants, cloth, caps, berets, insignia.more. Genuine GI. 
KAUFMAN'S ARMY NAVY GOODS, Dept. A-206, 1660 
Eubank NE, Albuquerque, NM an12. (95) 

DOG TAGS, GENUINE GI- Commando black or stainless 
steel. Free brochure. Send stamped envelope. KAUFMAN'S 
ARMY NAVY GOODS, Dept. A.ace, 1660 Eubank NE, Albu· 
querque, NM 87112. (95) 
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THE REAL 
BO GRITZ 

Exclusive Interv iews 
with the Leader of 
MIA/ LAOS Fiasco 

. i :Y 
/ VHS•BETA 

The Bo Gritz Story 
$39.9S plus $2.9S 

1st c lass postage 

140 E. 7th St. # 21; N.Y., N.Y. 10009 

RAY-aAN SUNGLASSES- 25% off list prices. Also USAF 
NASA pilot sunglasses. All genuine! Toll free ordering and 
Immediate shipment. Send sett-addressed stamped envelope 
tor free brochure. KAUFMAN'S ARMY NAVY GOODS, Dept. 
A-906, 1660 Eubank NE, Albuquerque, NM 87112. (95) 

CAllOUFLAGE TIESI l>i must for every well dressed oul· 
doorsman. Genuine military issue woodland cloth. Choose: 
pointed end or stralgh1 fold ... $9.95 each: 2 for $18.95. Add 
shipping: $21st tie; 2 or more $3. KAUFMAN'S ARMY NAVY 
GOODS, Dept. A-306, 1660 Eubank NE, Albuquerque, NM 
87112. (95) 

PRIVACY CATALOG FREEi Discover latest low-profile tech· 
niques. Avoid banks, taxes, surveillance. Hide assets. Secret 
loans, identity. Foreign passports. EDEN PRESS, Box·8410-
SR, Fountain Valley, CA 92728. (98) 

FREE MONEY SOLUTIONS CATALOG I Get new credit, jobs, 
dsgrees. Home businesses. Cash Income opportunities. 
EDEN, Box 8410-SP, Fountain Valley, CA 92728. (98) 

CONG CUFFSI Clever oriental design easily concealed, 
quickly binds opponent without knots or keys. Genuine import, 
still legal. Only $6.95. Includes multi-lingual Instructions. 6 
seeks delivery. L.B. PROO., Box 2212, Billings, MT 59103. 

EUTE FIGHTING FORCES Insignia Caps. Large selection. 
Send 20 cent stamp for illustrated folder. A&D PRODUCTS, 
Box 286-5045, Belair, MD 21014. (94) 

BOOK SALE 
Lowest Prices Anywhere 
Write for Free Brochure 

(Stamps Appreciated) 

KEN HALE 
Box 395(SOF) 

McDonald, Ohio 44437 

FOR HIRE: Will travel, high-risk position accepted, courier. All 
off8fS considered, short-term. All Inquiries strictly confidential. 
PROCTOR, (702) 736-6338. (93) 

KNIVES, SWORDS, Historic Weapons, Survival. Unbeatabie 
prices, catalogs $2. DE INTINIS, 107 Su mm~ Ave., SI, NY 
10306. 

REDEYE/STINGER INSTRUCTORS for hire. Outside US; 
Central America preferred. No Reds. A.O., PO Box 277, Di· 
vide, co 8081 4.(93) 

DISCOVER, POWERFUL EXOTIC electronic devices, not for 
the timid. Catalog $2. F & P ENTERPRISES, Box 51272, Palo 
Alto, CA 94303-C. (94) 

THERE IS NO PROBLEM that does not have a logical and 
final solution. Efficient confidential agent, age 46, will accept 
high-pressure assignments for the right pernon. PO BOX 
670053, Dallas. TX 75367.(93) . 

EXPERIENCE THE THRILL of war In your own hornel Re
corded live on 60 minute Audio Gassett&- THE BATTLE OF 
TRIPOLI LEBANON. Send $5.99 plus $2 for shipping and 
handllngto: SOUNDS INTERNATIONAL, PO Box 17487, Pitt
sburgh, PA 15235-0487.(93) 

CASSETTES: German Marches, SO-minute. $8 each; 3 for 
$19.50; all 9 for $49.50. Send SASE for list. HAMMER, Box 
1393-SF, Columbus, IN 47201 . (95) 

EX-MARINE, Viet-Nam Vet, seeks high-risk, short-term 
wonc Complete discretion assured and expected. PO BOX 
A3704, Chicago, IL 60690. 

Willa.1 )AVi 
H Central America., 

Citizens for 
Reagan fs building 
a nationwide network 
of activists to lobby Congress 
to support the President"s policies 
in Central America. 

• 

Will you help? Send us your name and 
address. We will rush you an "Action Kit" \vith 
immediate steps you can take to pressure your 
representatives in Congress. 

In addition, we will send you legislative 
alerts whenever there is a key Congressional 
vote on Central America. 

Write or Call: 
CITIZENS FOR REAGAN 
302 Fifth Street, NE 
Washington, DC 20002 
202-54 7-4513 

Citizens for Reagan is the independent grass roots 
lobby , not affiliated with the President's authorized 
~fn~a~~ittee or any other political committees 

CHOICE NC MOUNTAIN LAND in the Great Smol<ies near 
Waynesville, NC. 65 to 197 acres. JERRY LAMBERTH. PO 
Box 215, Maggie Valley, NC 28751. (704) 926-0560. 

"FREEDOM FROM A LIFE OF HELL" 100 healing guides. 
Escape heart.ache, defeat, wony; $2. NEWLIFE, Box 684-AE, 
Boulder City, NV 89005. (103) 

FIREWORKS-Fun, safe, pa1rlotic; top qualify, lowest prices, 
illustrated catalogue $1; (refundable). PYRO-SONIC DE· 
VICES, Box 711-Sl5, Grand Haven, Ml 49417. (100) 

CUSTOM EMBROIDERED EMBLEMS- Enameled pins, 
yoOr design, low minimum, excellent qualify, low prices, tree 
booklet. A.T. PATCH & CO., Dept. 133, Littleton, NH 03561 . 
(603) 444-3423. (98) . 

GUN FOR HIRE: All jobs considered. Former police officer. 
Extensive security background. 20 years military experience: 
US Marine Corps (Force Recon), US Army (Specialized Units). 
Can work alone, or use any number oil oontacts throughout the 
US. Mercenary or military assignments preferred. All com
munications confidential - all work discreet. JIM (716) 436-
4833, PO Box 19405, Rochester, NY 14619. 

YES! 

Please put my name on the 
Soldier of Fortune mailing list. 

Address--------------

City.State.Zip-------- ----

Send to: SOF Exchange, P.O. Box 687, 
Boulder, CO 80306 
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RE-SUMMER SALE 
DBllck 

Comm1ndo 
Dog T1g Set-

-(A Kaufman's Exclusive): 
2 GI stainless steel tags, specially treated to be non glare flat 
black plus 2 black (4" and 24") ball chains . . . . $5.00/11t 

o ORegulltlon 61 Dog T1gs-~ 
! set of 2 stainless steel tags and 2 ~ • 
m.,. stainlesschains(4"and24") ......... . .. . . ...... $3.~ 
- Want us to print thorn? WE'LL PRINT ANYTHING up to 6 lines and 15 
... spaces per line. . 

SALE!! SALE!! SALE!! SALE!! 

Pants feature: 6 pockets 
(thigh pockets are bel

lowed); drawstring 

~~~ii~~ cuffs; adjustable waist tab . Jackets feature: 4 
pockets, bellows style. 

Tell us your chest, 
height, and waist 

a Ol'rllltlnf .... . ........... .. lllly$1.00pert19($2.00perllt) ~°7h!J'J;•l 
measurements 
when ordering. 

Choose from: 
0 Woodland Pattllrn 

Camouflage -50% cotton/ 
50% nylon . Army's latest 

... ... 
"" D Mlltary Elite Distinctive Dog Tags-

~ ~~~@6 
g We've taken the official distinctive insigni~ of elite professional troops 
• and affixed thorn to a genuine GI tag. Sold with 4" stainless 
~ chain ... pertect for use as a keychain or worn with your dog tag set. 

Clllell ttll lilt "'9 tit II: Specilt i:.c.1; AlrMm/lla,....; 
I/I Parano,trs; USllC R-; USllC 611111IAnclW;101st AiltMnlt; 
~ • 12•0iltMnlt . . .. S6.00/11ch. 

w w • Dog Tag Silencers • OlaCk non giare ruOOe• Dumpers 
' • 'JQ' "$1.00/pall 

~ OJogging Shorts-ours are stylish 
J:lo shorts made in the USA that feature a trim fit 
I'" and fashionable good looks. Perteet whether 
I'" worn for a hard workout or as trend setting 
,.. fashion . Sizes are from S lo XL Tell us your 
a waist size when ordering . ... $6.50/each. 

issue ; the pants have a 
re inforced seat and knees; 

the jacket has reinforced elbows. Brand New. 
Specify: Jacket or Pants . . $30.00/each; 
............... . ... . . . .. $57.50/sel. 
O Day Dasert Pattern Camouftage - 50% 
cotton/50% nylon. Latest issue to Airborne 
Troops of the Rapid Deployment Force. Brand 
New. Reinforced as Woodland Pattern above. 
Specify: Jackel or Panis . $34.00/aach; 
. . . .. .. . . . . . . .. . .. . . ... $65. 00/sel. 
O Olive Drab (OD) Green-100% cotton , 

ripstop; as used in early Vietnam. Current GI manufacture. Brand 
New. Specify: Jackel or Panis . ...... $30.00/each; $57.50/sel. 
O Solid Black - a favorite of SWAT teams, these fatigues were 
manufactured in the US by a government contractor to military 
specs. 50% cotton/50% nylon , these are reinforced as the GI Wood
land Pattern above. Regular lengths only (no longs) . 
Specify Jackel or Panis . . . . . . . . . . $34.00/each; $65.00/sel. 
O Tiger Strtpe Pattern Camouflage 
these are made by a US Government contractor to military specs . 
The tiger stripe pattern is true . They are reinforced as the Wood-i 0 Woodland Camouflage Pattern 

1 
0 Desert Camouflage Pattern 

c--v,'"'' "' land Pattern Camouflage, above . Regular lengths only (no longs) . 

In 0 Olive Orab (OD) Green 
-'-./7.,.,,<-. .. Specify Jacket or Pants ....... . $34 .00/each; S65.00/set. 

~ .. IEJmlltliiril:lfl!lll~ml 
IO g 
I ... 
g 

REC ON 
2 color silkscreen (never a rubbery iron-on) on finest quality shirts 
you'll be pround of. Another Kaufman's Exclusive: 
OSpocill Ftf1:11-grey shirt. (50% cotton/50% polyester) black and 
white design . 
OAlrlNlme/Ranvtr- black shirt (100% cotton) red and _white design. 
Olbrlne Rtcon-red sh:rt (100% cotton) gold and white design. 
Specify size (S,M,L,XL) $7.95/HCh 

D Camouflage T-Shirts -
cotton/50% polyester. Choose from: !P. : ·... . · 
O Green Leaf ClllW \Round~ Neck f : 
0 Brown Leaf ClllW Round Neck · o 
O Tiger Strtpe ClllW (RGun ) Neck ' 
O Desert Patlllrn ClllW (Round) Neck 
0 Green Leaf V-Neck 
Specify Size: S, M, L, XL .... $7.fl-Oleach; 

or any 3 shirts lor $18.00. 

D US Navy Style Commander's 

Cap with'Scrambled Egg' Visor· 
This cap features a mesh back 

and fully adjustable headband to fit all heads 
comfortably. Choose: Navy Blue or Black 

. . . . $5.75/eac . 

This is the heavy duty 
olive drab plastic flashlight issued to all military units . 
The flashlight is waterproof . non-glare and fealures 4 
different lenses which can be easily installed or 
removed . It can clip onto the belt or suspender for 
hands free operation; operates on 2 standard D cell 
batteries and comes complete with a spare bulb . 
Brand new. sold in the GI box 

$6.50/each; 2 for $12.25. 

SHIPPING COST 

Please include appropriate shipping costs from chart below with each 
order. Amounts shown include costs al postage. packaging, insurance 
and handling. 
Order> up to St0.00 . 
Orders lrom StO.Ot to 20.00 
Order> lr001 S20.0t lo 35.00 
Orders lrom S35.0t lo 50.00 
Order> lr001 $50.0t lo 70.00 
Orders lrom S70.01lo90.00 
Orders over S90.00 . 

Canadian Onlers-Sencl Double Amoont tnclluted . 

$3.00 
3.75 

. 4.50 
5.25 
6.25 
7.25 
8.00 

D Jungle Hats - US Military Issue -

These " Boonie Hats '" are the real thingll Brand new. complete with 
brass screened eyelels. cartridge holder hat band (except Dessert Garno) 
and chin strap. Choose between : 
0 Leaf pattern camouflage , GI rlpstop; 100% cotton as used in 
Vietnam. Genuine GI ........................ $14.00/each. 
0 Woodland Patlllm camo, army's latest Issue; 50% collon/50% 
nylon Genuine GI . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .... ... $12.25/each. 
0 Desert camouflage; just issued to the U.S. Rapid Deployment 
Forces . 50% cotton/50% nylon; Genuine GI ....... $12.25/each . 
0 Dllve Drab (OD) Green; 100% cotton GI ripstop as used in e9rlY 
Vietnam. Genuine GI ........ ..... ......... .. $14.00/each. 
The following jungle hats are our finest quality commercially made 
copies at $7.00/each . Select: O Leaf Camouflage Pattern 

D Tl'8r Slri~e Camouflage Pattern 
Specify size: S(7) ; M(7 Y•) : B ~~;:~~n Graen (DD) 
L (7'1.!); XL (73;'•) . 0 Desert Camouflage 

0 Black 

We're America's ~ 
Army & Navy Store!! ~ 

Jiiiii~iil!!!!!~~ ... D Distress Marker cij?f¢1Ul¢!BH1 ? _. 
Rescue Strobe Light- ··· ~ 
This is a high intesity slrobe beacon which I 
penelrales rain and fog and is visible for 
distances up to 15 miles. Slandard pilot C') 
survival gear. this lighl is alloul the size of C') 
a pack ol cigarettes (1 " x 2" x 4 '12 ") ye! O> 
it puts out a dazzling white flash (250 .000 0 
lumens) 50 times per minu1e for up tl 9 hour>. Ji 
~:~wa.=~t1=oc~~:J.d :; 
O Replacement Batteries for Strobe Light o 

~on o 
Cl? 

D Drill Instructor/Smokey the 

Bear Hat-RJrmally called the campaign Hat. 
lhis is a really fine qualily pressed felt headpiece. 
A hat with character. No one who .wars it 
escapes a per>onalily change. An uncon
trollable urge ti shout onler> or heap abuses. 
pursue namer> or write traffic tickels. Let your true 
orwisttul sell be heard. Sizes: 6-718 to 7-314 
O Genuine Leather Chin Strap 
0 Acom Hat Cord (as shown) .. . .. ........ .... $6.00/mll. 
(Specify color: silver. gold metallic, black/gold, metallic, yellow, red or 
light blue) . 

... 



DYES! Send me one year (12 issues) of Soldier 
of Fortune for $23.95 - I save 33%. 

0 PAYMENT ENCLOSED (U.S. FUNDS ONLY) 

0 MASTERCARD OVISA 

______ EXP. DATE __ _ 
(Offer good In U.S., Mexico & Canada only. 

Foreiqn & Special Domestic rates available upon request.) 
Offer expires 12131/85 

D I prefer two years (24 issues) for only $43.95 
- I save 38%. 

Savings based on annual newsstand rate of $36. 

CITY _______ STATE ___ ZIP ___ _ 

BSSR5 



DYES! Send me one year (12 issues) of SURVIVE for $24. 
I save 20%. 

D I prefer two years (24 issues) for only $44. I save 26%. 
(Savings based on annual newsstand rate of $30.) 

______ ____ STATE __ ZIP _ __ _ 

D Payment Enclosed (U.S. Funds Only) 

D MasterCard OVISA 

CARD #----- ---- - - EXP. DATE __ _ 
(Offer good in U.S. only) 

Offer expires 12131185 BSVRS 
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SURVIVE Magazine 
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